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CHAP. I. 

THE ENGLISH, AT THIS PERIOD, MAKE EXCUR- 
SIONS INTO VARIOUS PARTS OF THE KING- 
DOM OF FRANCE. THE MELANCHOLY DEATH 

OF EVAN OF WALES. 

C IR John Arundel^ who had remained at South- 
ampton with his two hundred men at arms and 
four hundred archers, received information from 
fome prifoners who had been taken in a Norman 
veffel, that the duke of Lancafter had well fcoured 
the ports of J^ormandy, fo that none of the French 
dared to put to fea. ' He diredlly ordered his vef- 
fcls and four large fliips to be got ready, laden 
with provifions, in which he embarked, and made 
fail for Cherbourg, where he was joyniUy received. 
The caftle remained under the guard of the Eng- 
lifti, on .the departure of the Navarrois ; but fir 
Peter dc Bafle, the governor, did not leave it. 

I muft inform you, that Cherbourg is 6fily" to be 
conquered by famine; for it is one of the ftrongefl: 
caftles in the world : the garrifofa • made many 
profitable cxcurfions on thofc of Valogncs. 

Vol. V- B Sir 
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Sir John Arundel, after he had garrifoned 
Cherbourg wich Englifh, remained there but fifteen 
days to rc-vi6tual it, and returned to Southampton, 
of which he was governor. 

We will now fpeak o( the fiegc of St, Malo. 
When the Englifh entered the harbour, they found 
therein a riumfce'r of veffels from laRochelle, laden 
with good wipes ; the merchants were foon eafed - 
of them, and their veifcls. burnt./ The fiege of St. 
Malo was direftly commenced, for they were in 
fufiicirfit numbers to undertake it : they overran 
the country, and'di'd much damage.- Thbfe who 
were moft aftive in this biifinefs 'were fir Robert 
Kholles, and Sir Hugh Brdc his nej^hew,' who were 
well acquainted with thofc parts. ' ' * - 

Thefe two made excurfions daily, and the canon 
de Robefart in company with them. Somc^days 
they loft, and at others gained : they, however, 
. burnt and deftroyed all round St. Malo. 

The army of the duke of Lancafter had plenty 
of provifion, for they had brought with them large 
quantities from England. Many fevere aflaults 
were made on St. Malo, and the attacks as ably re- 
fitted, for there were feveral men at arms within it 
(;^* not eafily to be conquered. 

The lords of the army caufed the carpenters to 
make flieds, under which they could with greater 
cafe carry on their attacks ; they had four hundred 
cannons pointed againft the different parts of the 
town, which very much haraffpd its inhabitants.. 

Among the various afiaults, there was one which 

was 
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was particularly' feverc, for it lafted a whole day> 
5md /Oianv Englilh were killed and wounded : thofe 
wichin made fp prudent a defence as not to lofe a 
man : a knight from England, called fir Peter 
TEfcufne, was flain, for whofe death the duke and 
the earl were forely vexed. 

We will now return for a while to the fiege of 
Mortain fur mer inPoitou, and to Evan of Wales. 

Evan of Wales had clofely blockaded Mortain* 
in Poitou, of which place the fouldich de I'Eftra^e 
was governor, and had erefted four block-houfcs : 
the firft was built on the edge of a rock before the 
caftle, on the Garonne, and Evan had polled him- 
felf within it : the fecond was built between the 
water and ^the lower caftle, oppofite to a poftern 
gate, from which n.one could iflue without the cer- 
tainty of being taken : the third was on the oppo- 
fite fide of the caftle :. the fourth was the church of 
St. Leger, near half a league from the fort. 

The inhabitants of Mortain were long forely ha- 
rafled by thefc means, for the blockade lafted up- 
wards of a year and a half, in which time they were 
hardly puflied for provifion and other neccflaries, 
iiaving neither ftockings nor fhoes to their feet; 
but what was the moft grievous, they did not fee 
any appearance of fuccour being fent to them. 

During the time of this fiege, there came out 
of England, and from the borders of Wales, a 
Wclfh fquire named John Lambe, who was fcarcely 
a gentleman; and indeed he fhewed it, for no 
geatlcman would ever have praftifed fuch bafc 
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wickednefs. It was faid, that on his departure 
from England, he had been inftigated by fome 
Engliih knights to perform the treafon he did j for 
Evan of Wales was greatly hated in England and 
Gafcony, on account of the captal d^ Buch, whom 
he had made prifoner before Soubife in Poitou, 
and whofe ranfom could never be obtained either 
by the exchange of the count de St. Pol or by any 
other, nor for any fum of money that could be 
offered: this caufed his death, through melancholy, 
in the Temple at Paris, to the very great regret of 
all his friends. 

About this time John Lambe arrived in Brit- 
tany, and continued his journey until he came to 
Poitou : he was honourably received every where, 
by calling himfelfone of Evan's friends andipeak- 
.., ing very good French. He faid he was come from 
Wales to vifit Evan, and was too lightly believed ► 
For thefe rcafons, he was efcorted by the men of 
Poitou to Mortain, where the fiege was going for- 
ward. 

John Lambe advanced towards Evan, when, 
falling on his knee|, he faid in his country lan- 
guage, that he had left Wales to fee and ferve him. 
Evan, not harbouring the leaft fufpicion, received 
him kindly, thanked him for coming, and accepted- 
his offers of fervice : he then afked the news from 
Wales. He told him enough of true and falfe, 
and made him. believe that the whole principality 
was defirous of having him' for their lord. ' This 
information gained fo much the love of Evan (for 

every 
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every one naturally would wifli to return to his own 
country) that he immediately appointed him his 
chamberlain; John won daily oh the aflfed^ipli .of 
Evan : there was no one in whom he had fo great 
a confidence. Evan's regard increafed fo faft that 
evil befel him, for which it was great pity, for he 
was a valiant knight, a good man, and the fon 
cjf a prince of Wales whom king Edward had 
caufed to be beheaded, but on what account I am 
ignorant. ' . 

The king of England had feized his l4nds in 
Wales ; and this Evan, in his infancy having conje 
to France, explained his fituation to king Philipi, 
who wittingly liftened to him, retained him nev 
his perfon, and as long as he lived he was one §if 
the pages of his chamber with his pephews 
d'Alen^ons and feveral other young nobles. He 
was alfo retained by king John, under whom he 
bore arms, and was at the batde of Poitiers, but 
fortunately efcaped, otherwife death would foon 
have followed his captivity. 

On the peace between France anci England, he 
went to Lombardy, where he continued to bear 
arms; and, on the renewal of the war, he returned 
to f'rance, and condufted himfelf fo well that he 
was mufch praifed and loved by, the king of France, 
and by all the great lords. 

I will now tell his end, which I fliall do unwil- 
lingly i but it is neceffary to Ihew to pofterity wh^t 
became of him. 

Evan of Wales had a cuftom during the ficge 
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6f Mortain, as foon as he was rifcn, if it were a fine 
morning, to feat himfclf before the caftle, when he 
had his hair combed and plaited for a confiderable 
length of time, during which he viewed the caftle, 
., and the furrounding country, for he had not the 
fmalfcft dread from any quarter : if was not ufuil 
for any one to attend him as a guard but this John 
Lambe. Very often it happened that he there 
completely dreffed himfelf j and, if any one had 
bufinefs with him, they went there to feek him. 

On his laft vifit it was early morn and fine dear 
weather, and the heat of the night had prevented 
him from fleeping : he went thither all unbuttoned* 
with only his jacket and fhirt, ^d his cloak thrown 
Qvier him, when he feated himlelf as ufual, attend- 
ed by John Lambe. All the others wer^ aflecp, 
and no guard was kept, for he confidered the 
caftle of Mortain as conquered. After Evan had 
feated himfelf on the trunk of a tree, he faid to 
John Lambe, * Go and ftek my cqmb, for that 
will refrefh me a little.' He anfwered, f Willingly, 
my lord.' On his way to feek for the comb, or 
when returning with it, the devil muft have en- 
tered the body of this John; for with the comb he 
brought a fhort Spanifh dagger that had a broad 
point, to accomplifh his evil intentions : h^ ftruck 
this dagger into Evan, whofe body was almoft 
naked, and pierced him through, fo that he fell 
down dead. 

After he had performed this deed, h(5 left the 
dagger in the body, fet ofi^, and went flpwly pq the 
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fcarriers of the caftle, wherein he was received by 
the guards, to whom he made himfclf known, ahd' 
was conduced to the fouldich de I'Eftrade. * My 
lord/ faid he to the fouldich, * I have delivered 
you from one of the grcatcft enemies you ever had.* ' 
' From whom ?• replied the fouldich. • From Evan 
of Wales/ anfwered John. 'By what means?* 
demanded the fouldich. * By fuch means/ faid 
John, and then related! to him the circumftances 
you have juft heard. When the fouldich heard 
this, he fhook his head, and, eying him with anger, 
replied ; * Thou haft murdered him ; but know 
from me, that if wc did not reap nuich advantlagc * 
from thy wicked deed, I would have thy head cut 
oflF: what is done, however^ cannot be undone 5 
but fiich a death is unworthy of a gentleman, and 
we fhall have more blame than praife for it/* 

• \'.^ Thus. 
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^ It would appear^ however j^^bm thefoliowingLextraft from' 
the Fcedera, under the year 1 3 8 1 , of payments made on accdunt 
of the war in Aquitaine, that John Lambe was fent on purpofe 
to murder Evan : at leaft,' Jhe is retompenfed for- it : 
* Item p^\e le xviii. jpurde Septemb.re, ^ Jdian 
l^ambe & a fes dqux compagnions, en recom- 
penfacion & regarde^ ii bien de les, bons ^ 
agreables feryices qu' il a fait a monfieu^ le. 
prince, que Qieu aflbile, & fera an rqi q'pr^ 
eft« come de la mourt de You de ^j^fs» ^ C francs.* 
After all the enquiries I have been able to make^ I have not 
fucceedcd in identifying Evan of Wales with any known cha- 
rader in the old Welfh books. In the vyorks of David Ijanmor^ 
who flouriihed from about 1430 to 1470^ there is a paflagej 
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Thus was Evan of Wales killed by a wicked and 
trcafonablc aft, to^the great grief of the army aQp| 
all manner of people. King Charles of France 
particularly lamentei;! his lofs, but he could not 
help it. 

Evan of Wales was buried in the church of St. 
Legerj which he had converted into a fort, h^f 4 
league dift^nt from the caftle of Mortain, and all 
the gendemen of the army attended his obfequies^^ 
which were very grandly performed. 

The fiege of Mortain was not, however, difcon- 
tinucd for this lofs. There were very good knights 

• from Brittany, Poitou and France, who had re-r 
fplved never to quit it unlefs forced by luperior 
numbers -, and they were more eager than before 
|o gonquer the caftle, by way of revenge for the 

^ death -of Evan. They remained in the fa4iic pofi- ' 
tion, without making any aflaults, for they knew 
the garrifon were exceedingly ftraightened for pro- 
vifion, and that none could enter the place. 

We will leave this fiege for a Ihort time, and re- 



where the poet, in looking for more happy times than his own 
in futurity, among other predidlions announces the coming of 
levan Dy vi, or Evan of Dovy. Now this Evan of Dovy muft 
have been fome perfon of celebrity, at fome period prior to the 
time of the writer before mentioned, whofe fame is totally ob- 
fcured, probably owing to the danger of efpoufing the caufe of 
that perfonage, from' his being hollile to the exifting govern- 
ment. This feems \o be the only reafon for the ambiguity of 
the poet, and it feems alfo fatisfadlorily -to account for the 
fiience of all the Welfh writers refpedling Evan of Wales. 

turn 
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^turp to that of St. Malo ; but we will firft mention 

lipw thofe who had bcficged Evrcux p'erfcverc^ 

• • • 
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THE INHABITANTS OF EVREUX SURRENDER TO i 

THE FRENCH, TH£ TWO ARMIES ASSEMBLt 

BEFORE ST. MALO. 

/T^HE ficge of Evreux being form^ by the lord? 

'^ de Coiicy and de I4 Riviere, they h^d frequent 
commimication with the king of France, who had 
lixcd his reiidence at Rouen to be as near his army 
^poffible, H^ was dcfirous they fhould gain Ev- 
reux, cither by ftorm or capitulation, as foon as 
might bcj for he knew the Englifh were in great 
force in Brittany: he ordered, therefore, all his 
troops tp advance thither to raife the fiege of St. 
Malo, and to combat the Englilh, . 

. Thefe two lords acquitted themfclves loyally and ^ 
valiandy, for every day there were aflauhs as welj 
as negotiations going forward. They fent to re- 
monftratc with the inhabitants on their folly in 
thus havipg war made upon them with the rifk of 
lollng their fortunes and having their houfes razed 
to the ground ; for they had their lawful lord with 
them, the lord Charles de Navarre, to' whom, by 
right of fucceffioS from his mother, the county of 
Evreux had devolved. They advifed them, there- 
fore. 
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fore, not to attend to the crropcous opinions of 
that madman Fcrrando of Navarre, who was thelrc 
only to ruin them j for they muft well know that 
the goodnefs of their caufe would never allow them 
to march from thence without having conquered 
it } and, fhould it be taken by ftorm, every one 
would be put to the fword, and the town re-peopled 
with new inhabitants. Such were the offers, 
ipeeches and menaces to the towhfmen of Evreux; 
but thefe did not prevent daily aflfaulcs from being 
made. 

The inhabitants at laft began to waver, on feeing 
that no fuccour was likely to be fcnt them j an3 
they faid to each other, 'We fee that the king of 
France does not claim the territory for himfelf; 
but for his nephew/ They therefore entered into 
a treaty with the lord de Coucy. When Ferrando 
perceived this, he (hut himfelf up in the caftle, and 
would not be prefent at any of the meetings. In 
Ihort, they furrendered on their lives and fortunes 
being fpared, whether they were in town or coun- 
try, and acknowledged the lord Charles for their 
lord. Tliey then befieged Ferrando in the caftle; 
who negotiated with the lords of France, and of- 
fered to furrendcr the caftle if they would permit 
him and his men freely to depart. His offer was 
accepted. Shortly after, they-packed up their bag- 
gage, and marched out of Evreiix, under the con- 
duft of the lords de Coucy, de la Riviere, and fir 
John le Mercicr, taking the road to Cherbourg. 

Aftpr the conqueft of Evreux> all the leaders of 

the 
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the French army went to Rouen, where the king 
refidcd, in order to confidcr what was next for 
them to do ; for they had heard that the Englilh 
were befieging St. Malo. The king of France rc^ 
ceived them very gracioufly; in particular, the 
lords de Goucy and de la Riviere;, for having fo 
well fucceeded in their exploits. All the men at 
arms reniained in Normandy : not one of their 
captains were difmiffcd, but were regularly paid 
their allowances. 

The king of France, during his refidence at 
Rouen, had heard of the Englifh having laid fiegc 
to St. Malo with a pbwerful army, and that the 
inhabitants were hard prefled by their daily aiTaults. 
He was unwilling to lofe his fubje^ls, as well as the 
town 5 for if St. Malp were taken, Brittany would 
be very much weakened in that part. The king 
had therefore, to this purpofe, iffued a fpecial 
fummons for affembling troops, in order to affift 
them againft the Englilh, which no one dared to 
difobey. The dukes of Berry and Burgundy, the 
count d'Alenjon, the count de la Marche, the 
dauphin d'Auvergne, the count de Guincs, fir Joha 
de Boulogne, and great numbers of barons . and 
knights of all forts, marched thither with numer- 
ous forces. The king fent orders to his confta* 
ble, fir Bcrtrand du Guefclin, to fee that none ab^. 
fented themfelves from this affcmbly. 

Tha conftable obeyed, and came with all thp 
men at arms of Anjou, Poitou andTouraine. Tlie 

marfhal 



marlhvLdefiibiaviUe and the marfhal d^ Sancerr^^ 
tkt two marflials of France, were alfo there- 
!: From other parts came fir Oljvkr de Cliflpn, the 
lord de L^on, with the knights and barons of Brit- 
tany : there were" ten thouland men at arms at 
Itaft, and in.- thsr plains one hundred thoufand 
horfcs*. - 

• Thefe men at arms took up their quarters as 
hear to each other as they could; but there, were 
between them and the Englifli an arm of the 
fca :and a river. When the fca ebbed, fome 
young knights ufually adventured on the fands, 
and performed fcveral gallant deeds. Never 
was there fcen fo riumerous an affembly of 
knighthood in Brittany. If the French were in 
great force, the Englifh were very powerful, and 
each party ' thought there muft be a combat, for 
every day there was an appearance of it from the 
banners and pennons- fluttering in* the wind. 
The Englifh frequently drew out their army in 
battle-array, to examine^ the force of the French 
and the ftrength of the banners and pennons, 
which were there in very great abundance. It 
was a great pleafure to fee them thus drawn out 
in a line of battle, and advance towards the river, 
to fhew that they were- ready to engage. The 
Englifh faid, 'Let us look at our enemies, who 
will foon, at low water, crofs over and fight with 



* Denys Sauvage doubts if this number of horfes be not too 

US.* 
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us/ But they -had no fuch inclination, and were 
afraid of trying the chance ; for their leaders would 
not allow them to advance to the combat. 

During thefe frequent difplays on each fide, the 
carl of Cambridge, being fatigued with their in- 
utility, declared with an oath, that if he faw them 
continued without any further advance made to- 
wards a battle, he would engage the French him- 
fclf, whatever might be the confcquence. 

The van-guard, compofed of numbers of able, 
men under the command of the conftable, who 
well knew the hot and impatient temper of the 
Eiiglifh, were ordered to draw up their battalions 
on foot, on the fands as near to the river as pofli- 
ble. The earl of Cambridge, who faw this ma- 
noeuvre, cried out, ' Let them v/ho love me follow 
me, for I am going to engage !* He then daflicd 
into the river, which was low, but the tide was re- 
turning, and he began to crofs it with his banner : 
the Englilh commenced fhooting at the French, 
when the conftable ordered his men to retreat to 
the fields, in hopes the Englilh would have crofltd j 
for very willingly would he have feen them do fo, 
and have had them on the other fide of the water. 

The "duke of Lancafter was prepared, with a 
very ftrong battalion, to follow his brother, fliould 
there have been occafion. He faid to Gerard dc 
Brees, a fquire from Hainault who was near him i 
* Gerard, fee how my brother ventures : he fhews 
the French by his example his willingnefs for the 
combat, but they have no fuch inclination/ 

Thui 
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Thus was this bufincfs carried on, without any 
deeds of arms being performed worth mentioning^ 
the French keeping on one fide the water, the 
Englilhon the other. The flood beginning to in- 
creaft, the Englifli retreated out of the river, and 
returned to their quarters: the French followed 
their example. 

Whilft thefe appearances of a battle were carried 
on, the fiege of St. Malo was continued, and fevcral 
feats of arms were done. The French guarded 
the banks fo well, that the Englifli were afraid to 
crofs the water. 

It frequently happened that feveral knights or 
fquires of Brittany, well acquainted with the coun- 
try, forded the river, and in their cxcurfions met 
the Englifli foragers, with whom they engaged ; 
and fuccefs, as is ufual in fuch cafes, was fome- 
times on one fide, fometimes on the other. 

The lords of England refolved to employ a 
mine, to gain entrance into St. Malo ; for other- 
wife they thought they could %iot win it, as it was 
well provided with men at arms, who carefully de- 
femled it, as well as with all forts of flibres and ar- 
tillery. The Englifli were obliged to be conti- 
nually armed, and to keep in a body ready for bat- 
tle, ftould the French advance ; and for this rea- 
fon, they had not leifure to aflault the town, ex- 
cept by their (;annon, of which they had plenty, 
that greatly annoyed it. Having fixed on a fpot, 
they fet their miners to work. 

We will now leave for a \yhile the fiege of St. 
Malo, and return to that of Mortain in Poitou. 
* " CHAP. 
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CHAP, m, 

THt .ENGLISH RAISE THE SIEGE OF MORTAIN, 

Y^OU have before heard related the death of 
7* Evan of Wales, how he was murdered, and 
how the Bretons and Poitevins were before Mor- 
tain, under the con>mand of fir James de Mont- 
mort, fir Perceval d'Ayneval, fir William dc 
Montcontour and fir James de Surgcres, who 
would not break up the fiege, for they were much 
enraged at the death of Evan of Wales their com- 
mandtef^ and wilhed to revenge themfclvcs on the 
garrifon for it. 

You have alfo heard how fir Thomais Trivet, fir 
William Scrope, fir Thomas Breton, fir William 
Cendrine, with a large body of men at arms and 
archers, had been ordered to the country near 
Bourdeaux, and to aflift thofe in Mortain, with fir 
Matthew Gournay, who refided in Bayonne, and 
who daily found employment there againft the 
Gafcons and barons poiTefllng fbrtrefics in thofe 
parts. 

Thefe four knights had^remained with their men 
upwards of £even months at Plymouth, waiting a 
favourabjle wind to carry them to Gafcony, which 
though it vexed them much^ they could not help 
themfelves. 

You have heard like^yife that the lord Neville 
of Raby had been ordered with a l^ody of men at 

arms 
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trms and "archers to the afliftance of the king of 
Navarre, with the appointment of fenefchal of 
Bourdeaux. All thefe knights met at Plymouth, 
which was very agreeable to every one of them. 
On the arrival of Lord Neville, they had a wind to 
their wilh, and, having embarked on board the 
veffels that had been long laden, they fet their fails, 
and fleered for Gafcony. This fleet confifted of 
fix fcore veflels and forty barges, having on board 
about a *thoufand men at arms and two thoufand 
archers. They had favourable weather, which 
carried them into the piDrt of Bourdeaux, the night 
of Our Lady, in September, in the year of grace 

When the Bretons and Poitevins who weir be- 
fore Mortain faw this great fleet pafs by, with 
trumpets founding and every fign of joy, they were 
much cafl: down ; while, on the contrary, the gar* 
rifon were rejoiced, for they juflly imagined they 
(hould very foon be relieved, or that there would 
. be a battle, as they thought they never would have 
come fo far to remain idle. 

Sir James de Montmort and the other leaders 
of the army aflembled in council, and debated for 
fgme time in what manner they fliould aft ; they 
repented they had neglected to accept the ofiers of 
negotiating j for the fouldich de TEftrade had,*a 
(hort time before, propofed a parley, and offered ^ 
fo Surrender the caftle, on the garrifon being al- 
lowed to march in fafety to Bourdeaux -, but the 
l^ncli would not liflen to it. However, they now 
ftxit a herald to fay, they would accept of their 

terms : 
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terma: but the fbuldich replied^ he would hare 
ix>thing to fay to them ; that he did not want to 
capitulate^ for that the reinforcements he looked 
for were arrived ; and that they mig^ remain or 
march away as ihould pleafe therafelves. 
. Things remaned thus, when the lord Neville 
and the Englilh arrived at Bourdeauz, where they 
were magnificently received by fir William Helmen 
ii^neichal des Landes^ fir John de Multon mayor 
of BourdeauXj the archbiihop, the ladies and 
citizens. -^^ 

Soon after his arrival, he iflbed a fummooi'tD the 
linights ffid fquires of Gafcony attached to Eng- 
landj and colleAed fo many ve0els that four thou-r 
&nd embarked on board of them, and failed down 
the river Qaronne, to raifc the fiege of Mortain. 
News was fbon carried to the French armv, that 
the Snglifii and Gafcons were coming down the 
nyer in great force to raife the fiege : upon this, 
the leaders called another council, wherein it was 
lefolvcd, that as they were not fufEciently ftrong 
to wait for their enemies, it was better to give up 
their loft time than to run a greater danger j hav- 
ing ordered their trumpets to found, they marched 
away without doing any thing more^ and retreated 
into Poitou* All, howeyer, did not march off, for 
a company of Bretons and Welih^^ who had been 
attached to Evan of Wales, retired into die block* 
^ufc of St. Leger^ which they faid would hold out 
againft every force, and dragged all their artillery 
in with them. 

Xhe Englilh and Qafcon knights, who came full 
Vol. V. C fail 
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fail down the river Garonne, cad: anchor in its 
mouth before Mortain; when they difembarked 
leifurely, and as they landed drew up in order of 
battle to attack the fort of St. Legar^ into which 
the Bretons and Welfli had retired. 

Immediately a iharp attack commenced. Whilft 
this aflault was going on, the lord Neville fent a 
herald to the caftlc to fpeak with the fouldich, and 
to enquire how he was. The herald performed his 
mefiage, and reported that they were in good health, 
but fb naked they had not a fhoe to their feet 
nor a coat to their backs. 

The attack on St. Leger lafted three hours; and 
the aifailants gained nothing, but had feveral 
wounded. The barons then encamped, with the 
intent of not departing thence before they had con^ 
quered it, and were much vexed that the lord de 
Montmort and the other lords were not (hut* up in 
this fort : thpfe lords had very wifely marched off^ 
and had left the Bretons. 



CHAP. IV, 

THE ENGI^ISU RECOVER SEVERAL JTRONG CA^^ 
TLE$ FROM THE FRENCH JN THE BOURD£-> 
LOIS, 

^TpHE lord Neville and the Englilh knights, on 

•** the morrow, gave orders for the aifault being 

reviewed : the trumpets founded for the atuck, and 

each 
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each company advanced to the fort St.Leger^ when 
^it began marvclloufly fierce. 

That fort is fituatcd on a rock which cannot 
eafily be approached, and the weakcft fide is de- 
fended by wide ditches. The aflailants laboured 
hard, but got nothing except many killed and 
wounded. The attack ceafed ; when they thought 
it moft advifable to fill up the ditches as well as 
they could, that they might gain more advantage inr 
their next afiault. 

Having filled up the ditches with much difHculty, 
the Bretons who were within the fort began to be 
more alarmed than before, and not without reafon j 
fo they entered into a treaty. The lords from 
England, being as anxious to afiift the kkig of 
Navarre as to recover feveral places which the Bre- 
tons held in the Bourdelois, readily liftened to 
their propofals. The fort of St. Leger was furren-^ 
dered, on condition that the garrifon Ihould depart 
without danger to themfelves or fortunes, and be 
conduced whither they chofc to go. Thus was 
the fort of St. Leger won by the Englifh j when 
the principal lords went into Mortain, and found 
there the fouldich de TEftrade and his party in 
the manner the herald h^d defcribed them. 

He was immediately accommodated fuitably to 
his rank, and the caftle re-vidlualled and reinforced 
with frelh troops. They then returned by the 
river Garonne to Bourdeaux the fame way they 
had come. 

When thefe knights were recruiting themfelve* 
\n Bourdegux> they learnt that a bafon held a fort 
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tailed St Maubert^ fix leagues diftant^ in Medoc, 
from whence he much haraflcd die country. They 
embarked on the Garonne great provifion of ftorcs 
and artillery^ and, having mounted tlyer horfes, 
marched by land to St. Maubcrt, with ^bout three 
hundred fpears* The Gafcons who accompanied 
lord Neville in this expedition ilf re, fir Archibald 
de Greilly, the lords de Roufly, de Duras and de 
Tournon, On the arrival of thefe barons with 
their forces before St. Maubert, they encamped, and 
ibon after began ari afiault) which at the onfet wa$ 
very fevcre j for the Bretons who were in St^ 
Maubert were mpn of pourage, and had for their 
tap tain a perfon called Huguelin, round whom they 
rallied, and by whofc advice they afted witl^ vigour, 

Thefe firft attacks did no harm to the jj^retons ^ 
when the Englifh retired to their quarters, and on 
the morrow erefted thcif engines to caft ftones, in 
order to break through the roof of th^ tower in 
which they refidcd. 

Qn the third day they ordered an aflault, and 
faid fuch a ruffianly crew could not hold out mucl^ 
longer. This attack was Oiarp, and many were 
/lain y for never did men defend themfelvcs better 
th^n theft Bretons : however, feeing that no affiftr 
ancc was likely to come to them, they entered into 
a treaty \ for they found they lyoiild never be left 
In quiet until they were conquered. 

Treaties were concluded between them and the 

lords of the army, that they fhould furrender St. 

M^bert, and march out witKout any damage to 

themielyes or fortunes, and Ihoukl retire into 

;V' ^ ' Poitou, 
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FoitovLy or wherever they chofe^ and be cqnduded 
thf chcr. 

When lord Neville had gained St. Maub^rt^ he 
had it rqiau-ed, re-vi<5h]aUed, and provided with 
artillery : he placed therein Gafcons to guard ic^ 
and appointed a fquire from Gafcony^ ctfUtd P^Mr 
de Prefias, govem^^ aMI then returned tb Botir-- 
deaux. .. .^ 

The Englilh at Bciurdeaux received :daily mhrm- 
ation that Pampeluna in Navarre mm . be$f;ged» 
under the condud of the infant of CaftUJej but 
they neither heard from the Hing of Navarre nor 
that king from them^ which very much difpleafed 
him. 

We will now»retum to the affairs of Brittany 
and Normandyj and tell how the liege of St. MalO 
continued. 



CHAP. V. 

THS MIN£ WHICH THE ENGLISH HAD MAD£ AT 
ST. MALO fails: IN CONS£QU£^£, TH£ SI£Gf 
jjIS RAISED. 

T*^HERE were many grand attacks made by the 
•* Englifli on St. Malo> during the fiege ^ for 
they. had full four hundred cannon^ which fired 
day and night againfl: the town and caftle. 

The governor, whofe name was Morfonace, a 
valiant man at arms, was refolved to defend it well» 
aided by the councils of fir Hcrvc de Malatrait, die 
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lord de Combor and the vifcount de la Bellier?^ 
and had fo far ilicceeded diat there was not as yet 
any appari^nt damage. 

In the adjacent country^ as -I have litfore fsnd> 
wa$ the flower of France^ as well great lords as 
jVtbersfMthey amounted to fixteen thoufand men at 
armsy kriigbts , and fqUMMSj with* iipwards x>£ one 
hundred thoufand horfes. They were as willing 
for the cbinBatas the £ngliih could be s but each 
of them' fought>to have an advantage : what, how« 
ever^ prevented tim from happening feveral times 
was the large river, when the tide was in, between 
the two armies, which hindered them from attack-^ 
ing each other. 

The' mine was advancing, of>which the inha- 
bitants of St. Malo had fome fufpicions. In fuch 
large armies as thefe, it was not pofTible but that 
the foragers of each fhould frequently have ren- 
counters, in which fortune favoured fometimes one 
party, and fometimes the other; for there were 
very expert and youthful knights of each army who 
fought for fuch exploits. 

The mine« of the duke of Lancafter laboured 
hard at their ^rk day and night, to carry it under 
the town and throw down part bf the walls, fo that 
the men at arms and, archers might eafily gain an 
entrance. 

Morfonace and the knights iii the town guefled 
what they were about, and knew well that if they 
fliould fucceed they were ruined. They did not 
fear their other alTaults, for the town was well pro- 
vided with all forts of ftores jind artillery for two 
^ \ ycars^ 
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years, if neceflary: wherefore they confidercd how 
they might bell: counteraft this mine. After having 
long confulted, they fuccceded in their attempt: 
it was in fomc fort accidental, for things fell out 
■widi extraordinary good fortune for them, 

Richard earl of Arundel was on guard one night 
with his people, but he was very inattentive to obey 
the orders he had received, of which the garrifon 
were informed by their fpies or otherwife. When 
they had fixed on an hour in which they imagined 
the army (trufting to lord Arundel's want of vigi- 
lance) would be faft aflecp, they fallied from the 
town very fecretly, and advanced to where the 
miners were at work, who had little more to do to 
complete their mine. 

Morfonacc and his company, being prepared to 
accompiiih their enterprize, deftroyed the mine at 
their cafe; and fomc of the workmen who were 
within were never feen afterwards, as the mine fell 
upon them. 

When they had finiQied this bufinefs, they faid 
they would awaken the guard next the town, in 
order that they might know with what fuccefs their 
gallantry had been crowned. They advanced to 
one of the wings of the army, Ihouting their war- 
cry, cutting down tents, and flaying all they iBct, 
fo that the whole army was ferioufly alarmed. Mor- 
fonacc and his companions retreated into St. Malo 
without any lofs ; during which time the Englifh 
armed themfelves, and advanced in front of the 
duke's divifion, who was much aftoniftied at this 
event ; he demanded how it could have happened, 
C 4 when 
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#}icn they otforoied bioi^ that by the negligence 
^ the guard, die mine had been deftroyed, and 
thty had fufTered a great lofs. 

LTpon this, the earl of Arundel was. £;nt for and 

(harply reprimanded by the duke of Lancafter and 

. ^ari of Cambridge for his negle<5l : he excufed 

himfelf as well as he was able, but was io greatly 

aftiamed that he had rather have loft feveral thou- 

faqd poiinds. 

A&er the dcftrudion of ti^e m'uiQ, the principal 
chi^s held a council to determine how they fliould 
4^. ;They faw they had loft the feafon of the year, 
which was not to be regained ; for fhould thqy at- 
Mmpt another mine, winter would come before it 
could be finiflied : they therefore reiblved, taking 
all things into coniideration, that their wifeft plan 
would be to break up their camp and return to 
England. 

Orders were, in confequence, ifTued by the duke 
and the marfhals for the army to decamp, and em- 
baxk on board their fleet in the port of St. Malo. 
Th)s order was foon obeyed ^ and, having a fa- 
vourable windi they made fail for Southampton, 
ii^herc ibey arrived. On difembarking, they learnt 
tha(. fir John Arundel, the governor of Southamp* 
taHi was gone to reinforce the garrifon of Cher- 
bourg. 

Thus nnn'this army difperfed, when: fome re- 
crofied the feas, and others returned to their own 
country. The common p^ple in England began 
fli^murmur againft the nobles, laying they had that 
year done Utde good in fufiering St. Malo to efcape 

from 
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6mm thcitvi in panicular^ the carl of Arunddl 
found no fiivour with them; 'v 

We will now leave the Engliffaj to fpeak of the 
French and of Cherbourg* 



CHAP. VI. 



SlJt OLIVER OU GUESCLIlt IS MADE PRISONER 
BY THE GARRISON OF CHERBOURG. 

COON after the Englifli had retreated from St. 
^^ Malo^ and the French had reinforced the town 
and caftle, the conftable of France refolved to 
march and lay ficge to Cherbourg ; of which place 
fir John Harleftone was governor, who had with 
him many knights from England and Navarre. 
The whole army, however, did not march thi- 
* ther; for the dukes of Berry, of Burgundy, of 
Bourbon, the count de la Marche, the dauphin of 
Auvergne, with other chiefs and great lordsj fent 
back their troops to their different countries. Se» 
veral went to pay their refpefts to the king at Rouen, 
who very gracioufly received them. The Bretons 
and Normans advanced to Valognes, three leagues 
from Cherbourg, where they ere&ed fmall forts. 
They knew well that fir John Arundel had rein-- 
forced the garrifon, and they fuppofed he was ftilj 
there. 

Between Cherbourg and Valognes are large fo- 
refts, even as far as Coutances. The garrifon of 
Cherbourg could fally forth^ and make excurfions 

over 
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tvtt the countty as often as tBcy pleafcd, for thcfB 
were in theft forefts weil hedged roads, which prcf* 
vented them from being attacked, and Cherbourg 
is one of the ftrongeft caftles. 

The garrifon of Valognes were exceedingly 
vexed that they could not hurt the Englifh, by ha- 
rafling the country. Sir Oliver du Gucfclin, bro- 
ther to the conftable, imagined that if he could, by 
means of the foreft, approach in a ctirining tvay 
near to Cherbourg, to reconoitre it j particularly 
if he could any how befiege it i or if at leaft he 
could feize the town, which lies at fome little dif- 
tance from the caftle, he would fo ftrongly fortify 
it that the garrifon could not quit or enter the 
caftle without great lofs. 

' Sir Oliver determined to try this projeft; and 
taking with him about fifteen lances, and guides 
who were acquainted with the roads through the 
foreft, he fet out one morning from Valognes, con- 
tinuing his march until he had pafled through the 
foreft oppofite to Cherbourg. That fame day fir 
John Arundel had vifitcd the town to amufe him- 
felf, and had brought with him a fquirc of Navarre, 
called John Coq, to fticw him the town. He was 
there informed that the French were at hand re- 
connoitring the place. ' My lord,' faid John Coq, 
* I have h«ard that fir Oliver du Gucfclin, the con- 
ftablc's brother, has pafled the wood, and is exa- 
mining our caftle : for God's fake, let him be pur- 
furd. I think I can conduft you in fuch manner 
thftt he muft fall into our hands, fo that we may 
conquer them all* * * By my fidth/ replied fir John, 

'lam 




*1 am very ■willing fo todo.' Having armed them- 
felvcs fccretly, they mounted their horfes, in num- 
ber about one hundred lances, picked men, and let 
out from Cherbourg, entered the foreft without the 
French knowing any thing of the matter, and 
rode on. v, , 

Sir Oliver, finding the place of fuch ftrength as 
to make it impoflible to befiege it, took the fame 
road to Valognes by which he had come. He had 
not marched three leagues before fir John Arundel 
and John Coq, with their companions, who had 
been very exaijlly conducted, charged them, fliout- 
ing "Our Lady for Arundel!" When fir Oliver 
heard this cry, and faw them advancing, he wilhed 
himfelf in Valognes : he therefore mounted a fleet 
courfer, in hopes of faving hirofelf; fcir he found 
the parties were too unequal for a combat; and 
his people difperfed themfclves in the foreft. Too 
few kept together. John Coq, like to a valiant 
man at arms, pyrfuedfir Oliver fo clofcly that at laft 
he made him his prifoner: there were alfb ten or u 
dozen more taken; the remainder laved them- 
felves among the trees, and returned to Valognes 
as well as they could, and related to fir William des 
Bordcs how they had fallen into an ambufcade, 
and that fir Oliver, with the remainder of their 
companions, had been made prifoners. 

The knights and fquires at Valognes were greatly 
hurt at this, but help it they could not. ^Sir Oliver 
du Guefclin was conducted by the garrifon to the 
caftJe of Cherbourg, where he was told his ranfbm 
would be at lead ten thoufand francs. This cap- 
ture 
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cure was grtit news for England ; and the bufincfs 
continued thus for a confidcrablc time. Sir Oliver 
du Gucfclin remained prrfbner in Chcrbtnirg, un- 
der the guard of John Coq who had taken him; 
but fir John Arundel had all the profit: he rah- 
lomcdjSrjPlivff and thofc who had been captured 
*with him, but not immediately. 
* Whesk thcgarrifon of Cherboui^ had biien rein- 
forced^ fir John Arundel returned to Southampton, 
of which place he was governor.' There f eitiaitfcd 
with fir John Harleftone in Cherbourg fomie Eng- 
lifh knights ; fuch as fir John Copcland, fiir John 
Briolc, fir Thomas Pigourde, and ft vend knights 
and fquires; who fo carefully guarded it that no 
damage was done. 

Wc wiU how leave for a while Cherbourg, and 
fpeak of lord Nerville, the fen6fchal of Bourdcaux, 
fir Thomas Trivet, with others their companions, 
and (hew how they profpered. 



CHAP. VU. 



THE FRENCH GARRISON OF BERSAT * IS DE- 

' FEATED. THE TOWN SURRENDERS TO TH« 

ENGLISH. THE KINO OF NAVARRE COMES 

TO BOURqEAUX, TO SOLICIT AID FROM THE 
ENGLISH. 

THE lord Neville, who refided at Bourdcaux, 
had had aood bformation that the infanu of 



• Berfat,— a finall town of Limouiiii, dbcefe of Limoges. 
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CailiUe, with a large army of Spania)-ds, was be-* 
fieging the good city of Pampeluna, and that the 
yifcQvnt de Chaftillon> the lord de TEfcut^ Rai- 
isiond-de Rameren> with fevcral others, were (hut 
up in it ; but he had no intelligence of the king 
of Navarre, nor where he l^ept himfelf, which very 
much aftonilhed hini : he fuppofed, however, that 
he fliould loon hear from him. 

The inhabitants of Boqrdeaux and the adjacent 
countries entreated him not to quit thofe parts, nor 
to fend away any of his men at arms, fo long as 
the Bretons fhould hold any forts near them : they 
informed him particularly how the garrifon of 
Berfat ve|y much haraflcd the country of the Bour- 
^elois. To the enquiries of the lord Neville, how 
many Bretons there might be in Berfatj; they an- 
fwered, there were full five hundred fighting men. 
Upon this, he called to him the fcncfchal des 
Laodes and fir William Scrope, and faid to them ; 
* Take two or three hundred lances, with as many 
archerS| and march to Berfat, aqd manage fo as 
to free the country from that garrifon -, when we 
will afi:erwards turn our thoughts to things of 
greater importance/ 

Thefc two knights wilhed nothing more than 
to obey the orders they had received ; and, col- 
iefting their men, they croflcd the Garonne, and 
marched towards Berfat. The fame day the Eng* 
lifli had left Bourdeaux, the garrifon of Berfat had 
made an excurfion, with about fix fcore lances : 
'they had afcendcd the river Garonrte in hopes of 
meeting fome boats, and were under the command 

of 
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of a knight from Perigord^ called fir BertrandHai- 
mond, a good man at arms. 

About a (hort league fromBerfat, the two parties 
of Englifh and French came fuddenly in fight of 

each other. When fir Bcrtrand faw diat a combat 

■» » 

was unavoidable, he was no way alarmed, but gave 
proper orders to his men, who were almoft all 
Gafcons, and drew them up in handfbme array. 

The Englifh charged them with couched lances, 
Ipurring their horfes until they were in the midft 
of them. On the firft fhock, many were unhorfed 
on each fide, and feveral gallant deeds done. At 
laft, however, the French Gafcons could not main- 
tain the fight ; for there were too many agdnft 
them, who were likewife chofen men. The party 
from the garrifbn of Berfat were either flain or 
made prifbners ; very few efcaped. Sir Bertrand 
Raimond and fir William Hemon were among thofe 
taken. The Englifii then rode on towards Berfat»^ 
When the garrifon found that their party had been 
defeated, they were thundcrftruck, and furrendered 
the place upon their lives being fpared. Thus did 
Berfat become Englifii^ and the detachment re- 
turned to Bourdcaux. 

At the fame time the Englifii returned to Bour- 
deaux (the night of All- faints, in the year 1378), 
the king of Navarre came alfo thither, without 
being expeftcd. The Englifii received him mofk 
honourably ; and, after they had lodged him and 
his attendants commodioufly, they aflced what news 
from his country and of the Spaniards, for they' 
had received orders to make fuch enquiries. 

He 
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He fully anfwcred their queftions, by faying that 
the infant John of Caftille had befieged Pampeluna 
with a large army, and had much conftrained thofc 
who were within it. He tfherefore entreated them, 
in conformity to the orders they had from the king 
of -England, to make themfelves ready to aflift hit 
people, and to raife the fiege. 

They Englifh knights replied they were perfeftly 
willing, and through no negligence on their part 

r fliould the fiege fail to be raifed j that they would 
prepare every thihg fpcdily, but^ded, * Sir, you 
will return to your country, ana iflue out a fpecial 
fummons to your people $ for we will be with you 
on a fixed day, when we ftiall be altogether in 

. greater force : befides, your people know the 
Gbuntry better than we do.' 

The king of Navarre replied that they fpokc 
well, and what they had propofed (hould be done. 
After this, he remained with the Englifh but three 
days, when he took his leave, and left the city of 
Bourdcaux, returning home by fca ; for there were, 
in the neighbourhood of Bayonne and the city of 
Dax in Gafcony, feveral fortreffes in the hands of 
the Bretons. The king of Navarre fafcly arrived 
^t the town of St. Jean, where he refided. 
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THE INFANT OF CASTILLE BESIEGES rABl9l|^ 

LUNA. SIR THOMAS TRIVET, |N CONDUCt« 

ING SUCCOURS TO THE KING OF NAVARR)^ 
TAKES SEVERAL Pl.AC£$ |N QASQO|fY fROl^ 
THE FRENCH* ^ 

r 

T\URING the rime the king of Na*arre lieas at 
^^ Bour^eaux, and fincc his return to his own 
country, John of Grille, fon of the king of Spain^^ 
with the conftable of Caftillcj^who was the chkf of 
this war, ai^d whofe qame was don Pedilo d^ MagK 
riquez, had beficged the gooc} city of P^mpelun^ 
with a large force. 

With them wer^ ^e count do^ AIphonfcH iltik 
count de Medina, the count de Mapons, the Qtmnli 
de Ribede^ Peter Fcrrand de Falefque, Peter 
GouQart de Modcfque and feveral Qther b^ron^ 
and knights fron^ Spain^ with their troops.* 

Thefe Spaniards, on their march towards Pam- 
pcluna, had taken and burnt the town of Lorwich 
and the city of Viana, on this fide Logrono. 5 and 
there was not a lord in Navarre who dared to. 



* Ferreras does not mention any fiege of Pampeluna, but fays 
die in£mt advanced to Gorriaz, near Pampeluna, and afteirr 
wards befieged Viana ; when, having taken it, he retujrned to 
Caftille. He notices only the £rft of the Spaniards in the 
•Vol. V. J p. 458, 459. 
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fhe>v hithiclf btfofS them, tut each regained 
Ihdt up in his cattle. The king of Navarre knew 
well all this, for he had cohfinually meflengers 
cothihg and go\j^i but hfc could not do any thing 
without the afliitaace of the Englifti; 
. Lord Neville*, who refided at Bourdeaux^ whi- 
fter he had been ferit by the king of England and 
hii c6urtcil,-Was informed of all the treaties be- 
tween the two kings, and that it was incumbent on 
him to fuifil tfiem. tiaving confidered this matter^ 
he called to him fir Thorrias Trivet^ a vefy valiant 
knight, and faid to him 3 * Sir Thomas, you kiiow 
that we haltf been ordered hither to guard the 
frontiers of thi^ country, to drivfe out our enemies, 
and to afTift the king of Navarre^ who has been 
lately here^ arid told us how much he was in want 
of our help. You were prefent when I prbmifed 
him aflilbncc. This muft be done, or we (hall 
be blamed. Therefore, my dear friend and com- 
panion, I appoint you leader of the troops I fhall 
lend to this war, and noW order you to maircH 

thither wth five hundred lances and a thoufand 
archers. I (hall r6main whtre I am^ being fcnefchal 

of Boufdeailx, ilnder the orders of the king of 
England j for I muft pay attention to what paffcs 

here^ as this whole country is not very fecure 

againft our enemies.' 

* My lord,' replied fir Thomas, 'you do me 

more honour than I deferve : I will obey your 

orders, as in juftice I ought to do, and will acquit 



• L6rd Nevilld of Ra'by,— Due DA-LB. 
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myfelfm this bufincfs to the utmoftof my power/ 
* Of that, fir Thomas/ anfwcrcd lord Neville, \ I 
am pcrfeftly aflurcd.- ' 

Sir Thomas Trivet made no long delay, but, 
having completed his preparations, let out from 
Bcurdeaux with his complement of men at arms 
and archers, taking the road towards Dax in GaC- , 
cony. There were with him William Condone, 
fir Thomas Berton, fir John Aflfiil^e, fir Henry 
Paule, fir William Croquet, fir Louis Malin, fir 
Thomas Fourqe and fir Robert Haftoni all Gaf- 
cons. 

When this army was arrived at the city of Dax, 
they received intelligence that the king of Navarre 
was at St. Jean du Pied des Ports, there aflcmbling 
his men at arms. This news was very plea/ing 
to them. 

Sir Matthew Gournay*, uncle to fir^. Thomas 
Trivet, was governor of Dax, who received his 
nephew and his companions very agreeably, and 
helped them to find out lodgings. Sir Thomas* 
intentions were to have continued his march with- 
out halting: but fir Matthew Gournay faid to 
him, * Fkir nephew, fince you have with you fo 
large a force, let us free this country from the 



• Sir Matthew Gournay was fourth and youngeft fon of 
Thomas, one of the murderers of Edward II. He was a foldier 
of fortune, an able and valiant man, and (enefchal des Landes 
(a fandy tradl between Bourdeaux and Bayonne). He died 
26th September 1406, and is buried at Stoke under Hamden, 
county of Somerfet.— For further particulars, and his epitaph* 
fee Cough's Sepulchral Monuments, vol. ii. p. ao. 
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Bretdris and French^ who hold at leaft a dozen 
foitreflcs between this place and Bayonnc j other- 
wife you leave them in your rear, and they may 
do us much mifchtef the cnfuing winter. If you 
confcnt, the country will thank you, and I entreat 
it of you.' * By my faith,' replied fir Thomas, 
^ I am very willing.' 

Soon after this conyerfation, he fet about the 
bufincfs, and, drawing out his forces in the plain, 
marched towards a fort called Montpin^ which 
was in the poflcffion of the Bretons. A fquirc 
from the county of Foix, whofe name was Tail- 
lardon, was governor of it. 

On their arrival, the Englifli began a Very fevcre 
attack. The fort wgs ftormed, and all in it put to 
the fword except Taillardon, who was made pri- 
foner. After having placed in the caftle a new 
garrifon, they marched away, and came before 
another, called Carcilhat, which the Gafcons held. 
They immediately commenced an aflault, but not 
gaining it dirc6tly, they encamped. On the mor- 
row, they renewed the attack with fo much vigour 
that it was taken, and all within (lain except the 
governor, who was from Lower Brittany, and 
called Yvonnet Aprifidly: he was given to the 
Englifli as prifoner, and the caftle burnt. They 
then marched towards another fort, called Befen- 
ghen, of which a Gafcon fquirc was governor, 
whofe name was Roger de Morelac. The Englifli 
were two days before they could win it, which 
was at laft done by capitulation : the garrifon 
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Aiarched out in furcty, and each man returned to 
his home. 

From this caftlc they came before Taflegnon; 
which is fituated three leagues from B^yonne, 
and laid fiege to it. The Bayonnois were much 
rejoiced when they heard of this ; and they were 
joined from that t6wn by full five hundred men 
with lances and fhields, bringing Hfith them the 
largeft of their warlike engines. 
' The garrifon of Taffegnon having done fo 
much harm to thofc of Bayonne made them thus 
defirouls of their deftruftion ; but they would never 
have fucceeded had it not been fot* the judgment 
and advice of the Englifh : yet with all their united 
force they were fifteen days before they gained it. 
Which Wis done by capitulation, on the garrifon 
marching out in fafety under paffports from fir 
Thomas Trivet, who had them efcorted as far as 
Bregent, which belonged to the French. The 
Bayonnois bought the caftle for three thoufand 
francs, and then razed it, carrying the ftones to 
Bayonne J where the Englifti were received with 
great joy, and hac} all things according to their 
wiOi by paying for them. 
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CHAP. IX. 

SIR THOMAS TRIVET WITH THE ENGLISH COMS.TO 
THB.3UCC0UR OF TJIE KING OF NAVARRE.— 
THE SIEGE OF PAMPELUNA IS RAISED. 

npHE king of Navarre, who rcfidcd at St. Jean 
"*• du Pied des Ports, was exceedingly angry 
that the Englifh were fo long coming, for his 
country was in great danger; and the city of 
Pampeluna would have been taken by the Spa- 
niards, had it not been for the vifcount de CHaf- 
tillon, the governor, who had under him% all 
but two hundred Gafcon fpears^^ but his prudence 
and watchfulncfs prevented it. 

Sir Perducas d^AlbVet was governor of the 
town of Tudela in Navarre ; the count PjuHois and 
his brother Roger commanded in* the city of Mi- 
randa : a knight from Catalonia, called fir Ray- 
mond de Bageth, was governor of another ftrong 
town in Navarre, named Arques*. The king df 
Navarre, placing his confidence in thefe captaiiisi 
remained at St, Jean du Pied de3 Ports, and left 
them to aft as they pleafed. The whole country 
round Pampeluna was deftroyed ; for none dared 
to oppoie the Spaniards, and they concluded (they 
fnuft by a long fiege g^in the town. However^ 
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thofe within thought otherwifc j for the vifcount 
dc Chaftillon, the lord de TEfcut and fir William 
de Paux defended it fo well th&t the Spaniards be- 
gan to be tired : winter was approaching, it being 
aboyt 5t. Andrew's day, and their provifion was 
becotning fcarce ; for, if (he vifcount dc Roque- 
bertin had not reinforced them with men at arms 
^d fixty horfc -loads vf provifion, they woijd h^v^ 
retreated at AU-faints day, . ' 

Tiic king of Navarre fent one of his knights> 
called fir Peter dc B^fcle, to the En^ilbj to entreat 
thfem, if they wifhed to ferve him| to ^aften their 
march i for they had too long delayed it, accord^ 
iqg to the proniife3 they h^d madc> and the need 
he had of them, 

, The knight rode until he came into the country 
of Bayoime^ and found the Englifii l^efpre a caftle 
named Poulgt^ to whom he deliverpd h^ ni^^^? 
very punftually. Sir Thomas Trivet replied, that. 
^ foo^ a^ the caftle he was now before was conr 
quered, he would march for NavarrC;, and that the 
Juiight might return an4 depend on what he had 

Sir Peter went back, and tWQ days afterward? 
the caftle furrendered, on the garrifo(i marching 
out in fafety. ' It was re.garrifon?d, and after- 
wards the country continued tolerably quiet, 
There were fpme other fmallcf bodies^, who had 
pofted themfelves in churches an4 monafteries, 
that harafled the country j but they were in no gfcat 
numbers. The Englifii, therefore, declared they 
id no longer remain with theni^ by t muft oiarch 

to 



39 

to Navarre to raife the fiege of Pampcluna and 
combat the Spaniards. 

Sir Thomas Trivet, fir Matthew Gournay, with 
their men, returned to Dax, where they hahed four 
days : on the fifth, they departed, and took the 
road to Navarre. Sir Matthew Gournay marched 
back to the city of Bayonne with thofe under his 
command, to defend the country, and to conquer 
fome of the fmall forts which the Bretons ftill held. 

Sir Thomas continued his march until he ar- 
rived at St. Jean du Pied des Ports, where he 
found the king of Navarre, who was right glad 
to fee him. He lodged the knights in the town, 
and the men at arms found the beft quarters they 
could in the country about. The king had, fomc 
time before, iflued his fummons for a large army 
to aflcmblc before the city of Miranda: none dared 
to difobey it, and all knights and fquires had in 
confequence prepared themfelves (o march to 
Pampcluna againft the Spaniards, 

News arrived at the SpaniOi army, that the 
Englifli with a powerful force were with the king 
of Navarre, at St. Jean, to the amount of twenty 
thoufand men at arms. Upon this, a council was 
held of the principal chiefs, to confider whether 
to wait for the king of Navarre, or to retreat. 
This was long debated ; for fome of the captains 
wiflied to wait for'the Englifh and Navarrois, 
while others were of a contrary opinion, faying 
they were not ftrong enough to meet fuch an 
army, and too much fatigned and worn down by 
the length of the fiege. 
■ " ■ ' ■ D 4 This 
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This cpwctl f^t 9. coqAder^blp 4^ < 9^ i^^t 
orders were given to decanip, apd make a handr 
fo^Vfyfi retreat jato dxeir pwn cpiuqtry. What in- 
^lij^e|i th^^i Hfoil to this \^as^ that fome v4iai^ 
Jpugljt;f.)vjiq had, gPf2< experience in war 4eclapc4 
|:Jiat ^cjir. honpyr yifbuld not fufFer any; difgrace, 
for tlj^t king Henry, being rttufncd iqto P^ftille, 
J[ig4 ^^i, fifteen days before, prders of rccal. tp his 
fpn^ as well 4$ ;&r ^hf dif^ontinuance of thp |iegc 
pf Pampelup^. 

: The Spaniards, jJjcrefoJEf , qvittf 4 ^bf ^'^ .quafttrs, 
jjtid when tkey marched off ^t fire to them, t^ing 
X\\t ro.a4 \o LojfX)no and to Sjt. Domingo ii^ 
PaftiUe. When the inhabitants pf PampcUina 
^W them march away, they were mwh rejoiced, 
for tjjey had preffcd them hard. , , . 

: J^e,w.s^s. brought |q the kipg pf Jj^^yaw arjd 

j^fed,t})^, figge^ ^^ pf f h(^^ rctre^ tq their ©WR 
.country. They fcpmye^ 4? ^^ much eriranged ^ it| 
fsff^ t^fcjC, would wilHpgijr Ix^ve foyght with them. 
^j(^ii:)iilMc^^ ^ty m^xcht^ ?o Pa^npeluxn^^ 
W^rc tfajcy foupd the yifcount dC) Phaftillon, the 
]px^ de. 4'Efc.ut and $hp others^ whq rjccpived thpfn 
W^ pleafw?, 

^^^hen thcle inen at arfRs l^cj Ecfi*el^cd thcn^- 
j^Y^A/pr.twft.or t^^^^ in Pamp^u/ia, they 

t^PHglbtt jf adyif^bijs to marph ffojp and 

'4iyi^ tl|pi^fdye§ in 4i%a^ gafrifops, fp gain, .. 
^rp country j b(?fic|^, Ae ^euntaip^.of N^v^-f, 
are top cold in the' winter,, \mgy9P^m^.Wk 
feow, The Englilh were,^.,^cfo|e^ jqrdqre^ tq 

.. a" Yudelai 
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Ttt4d?; tHr lQr4 ^ rjEfcyt.^ P^^ii^ ^^^*i 
jthe couQt PwJlois. aii4 )i^ brpt^pr ^ogjar to Cxiirc)^ 
and thp^ iord c]^ Ch^imion m iyIund9Q.7 ;|n t^i^ 
ttiH^i^r wierc tbc mc^ ^t arp^a ^diftribijt^, and tk^ 
king of NaY^arre lem^ined in hi? pal^ci? at Pan^pe- 
luna. The garrffons. in N^rVarre continui?d in 
pcact without .fuapifciting any inclination tp in^jqs 
cxcurfions cluri|Tyg t^e winter : on which ^ccpupt, ;t|.^ 
Spaniards difpcrfcd^ aod )cing Henry 'vyent to refidc 
3t Seville^ fkccQiup^pic^ iby his queen and chil4ri;a» . 

/ ■: J •. . . 

» I ' 

■ ■ ■'■'^HAP. X. ■ ' ■ ' 

f H? INGLISMC AND KAVARROIS OVE^IRUW THU 
KINGDOM Of SPAIHr ,— rXHE J5y£:NTS TWAIT 

<5^IR Thoniis' Trjvet. and his coippanions were 
*^ quartered' |n /fudela, and had not dpne any 
thing fioce 'tKeir entrance/ into Nayarfe ; hut^ 
jbeariqg tftat the Spaniih army was dilbanded, 
^ey determined to niake an excurfiqn into Spain, 
to perform foJiricthing for their pay.. They made 
prepararions'for k fecret expedftion, and feht in- 
formation oNi'to the count Pullttis and^fcis brother 
Roger, who' came to Ttidela with v^o hundred 
Jances and three hundred fhields : when they >veVe 



♦Pont i la Reine^Piihte i la Reyttk,-^j(p jicars * by the 
map to be in ArragOR. '^ * 

^ all 
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ill muttered/ thc7 might be about fcvcn hundred 
ipears^ twelve hundred archers, and as many other 
foot foldiers. They loaded many horfes.with all 
forts of provifion, and, marching away, encamped, 
ctttChriftmas eve, in a fair meadow by a river fide 
'^t the foot of the mountain Montcain*, which fe- 
perates the three kingdoms of Navarre, Caftille and 
Arragon : on the other iide of this mountain lies 
a crountry called Val di Soria. This day the 
weather was very fine, and wondrous hdt; 

When they had dined, the captains aflembled 
in council to determine whether they fliould re- 
main 'there Chriftmas day, or attempt fome war^ 
like exploit ; for they were on. the borders of the 
enemy's country. They refolved to march that 
very night, fo as to arrive at the city of Soriaf by 
^wn on Chriftmas day, and fcale its walls. 

This plan was adopted, and orders given in Gon^ 
fequence. Three hundred lances were only to b^ 
employed ; the others with the foot were to re- 
main where they then were until the morrow, to 
hear the fuccefe of the enterprizc. The coui^t 
Pullois with one hundred Unces, and fir Thomas 
Trivet with his troops, having guides to conduft 
them, were to march in four divifions and to form 
three ambufcades, the more fecretly to <^xecutc 
their enterprizc ^d the more, furcly tq fucceed 
in it. 



• Montcain,— probably, by the. snap« Moncaiq: it femos 

near io Tara9ona. 

f Soria, — a town in Caftille. 

About 
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Abbttt hvo o'cl6ck after midnight^th^f tww 
«rnied' and mounted^ but without iaay trtwnpetir. 
The cajjiai'ns and the guides made themfelvcs weH 
actjuairited with the dififercrit points of the coun^ 
try, that they might all arrive puftduaily at Sori» 
at ihe. fame time. They had afceridi^cl tfte taioun^ 
tain and aidvanced into the plai!ns, when i it began 
to fnow and hail fo marvtUoufly faft that the 
ground was all covereid,- and diey rode ort^until 
the morrow without meeting each other. ^ This 
misfortune of the Englifh fell out< luckily jfori the 
inhabitants of Val di Soria, as they had^dt taken 
^ijy precautions againft an attack 5 and>' had they 
met aefeordihg to the plan kid do\vni -^thicy nnift 
have t^n the town by efcalade, ^rfio«iti ^ poffii* 
Mity of a difeppoifltfncnt. ' - ' > ' 

^ When fir Thomas Trivet and the othet^-captainft 
faw that their attempt had' failed^ they wcfre mvch 
veipcd : they coUeAed themfelves as well as they 
could^ to take fome refrefhment from their fumpter 
^orfesy and then to fellow the right road to Soria^ 
according to their original intentions. 

As they had refolved, fo did they execute ; and, 
after a fliort breakfaft, fir Raymond de Balge^ a 
Navarrois, w^ chofen to ^vance before the town 
with forty lanees, in order to draw out the javcUn 
men who were the guard of it. 

The knight rode up to the barriers, where he 
ndrmiihed with the guard -, for thefe javelin men 
were full two hundred : they fallicd forth inftantly, 
and began a combat, when the others retreated by 
littjc and little to draw them further4nro the plain. 

The 
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7tte gariir^n would have vejy roughty treaud this 
id^(achmfnt^ if their ambufcade had not advanced 
te their 'sifllftance : they chaug^ the guard full gai- 
1qP> with fpears in their ft&s^ to that at the firll 
j0iock fevecat.jKrere killed and wounded, and the 
reft driv^en hack into the town with great lofs.. 
They immediately c}o^d their gates and barriers^ 
and mounted thehattl^^erits^ for they e^peAed an 
•aiTault; but (hey ^cff^ <^if&ppoin^d, as the EngUfli 
and NaYarrois , ^et(eat(;d in the cpqrfe of the day, 
and rQtmf^cd tojjheir quarters/ where they h^d lefi: 
their mftrt. ; /■ \. ,. : • . \r 

They; remftined.:th*r<} dj^t nighty and ,90. jthe 
movrow^which wa$ ^. $ti;phen 'sday^ ^ey inarctied 
430a towi|i5ftllfl4.<^tfqujwS in|^\farre,^^^^ they 
met the king of Navarr^/wh<>i ^4 come thither 09 
£;hri(bn9s eve. The £n^^^ pia ^fr way p Caf- 
cante, burnt ff ven4 y4]j[age§i ^i^d in particf}l^]; ^ 
jConfider^Lble one P^^ted ]$Vgf9|:^^ W^^^^^ ^<^y ^^9QV^ 
plttely pilliaged- •;.: -1 « ; 



•te^Aa 
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* Quafqvunj— Ca{4^aii^> n^ar to TudpU. 



> ■« 

al. '.V 



I 



• I- 



■ ■ ; 



, . ■ « • 



•c- 



■.I'M ; ... I " t . . ! 

.^ ' ; CHAP. 



45 



CHAP. XI. : ; 

r . * . , 

StS trtOMAS fjRlViT MAKES AM EXCURSION TOT 
THE toSvisr 6# ALFAIIO IM CASTliLE--i—PlACBf 
CdhdLtfDED BETWEEN THE KINGS OF SPAIN 
AND NAVARRE— THE DEATH OF HENRV 

KING OF SPAIN. HIS SON JOHN IS CROWNED 

AS HIS SUCCESSOR. 

\I7HILST king Henry refided at Seville, in the 
' ' heart of his kingdom, news was brought to 
him that the Englifh had made an incurfion, and 
burnt the town of Soria, in the name of the king 
of Navarre, He was much enraged thereat, and 
fwore he would make them pay for it. He wrote 
letters to his fon, John of Caftille, inftantly com- 
manding him to iifue a particular fummons through- 
out the kingdom, and tQ afTemble the nobles ; for 
that he Ihouldvery ihortly be in Caftille, to revenge 
himfelf on the king of Navarre for the exceffcs 
which. he had committed. 

The infant neither d^rcd nor wiflied to difobey 
the commands of his father, but immediately ifllied 
the fummons. 

Whilft thcfe men at arms were collefting, and 
before the arrival of king Henry, fir Thomas Tri- 
vet rcfolved to march towards a handfome town in 
Spain called Alfaro* In this defign, he fet out one 
evening from Cafcante, leaving there the king of 
Navarre,, with only one hundred lances ; but they 

Were 
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were all fuch as he could depend oh. They came 
near to Alfaro about day-break^ and halted a league 
. from the town^ where they placed themfelvcs^ in 
ambufli. 

Sir William Cendrin and fir Andrew Andracf 
were feat Forwards9 with about ten fpears^ to ^arm 
the place. They came to a little brook which runs 
befo|ie the town> and is dangerous to pafs : how- 
ever, Andrew Andrac and Peter Mafcie, Navar- 
rois, made their courfers leap over it, and galloped 
up to the barriers. 

The town was exceedingly alarmed ; and, hav- 
ing founded their trumpets to affemble their mcnr 
at armsj they opened the gates and barriers, fallied 
forth, and dircftly began to fkirmifli. Of thcftr 
ten lances, there were only thofe I have named 
who had croflcd the brook, fo that, when they few ^ 
fuch nuiftbers advancing, they wheeled about and 
leaped back again. 

Thofe of Alfaro feeing fo fmjtU a number, and 
not fufpefting any artibufcade, followed them clofe- 
ly, paffing the rivulet a litde higher up, at the ford. 
The ten fpears allowed themfelves to be pttrfued as 
far as the ambulb, from whence fir Thomas and 
the others rufhed full gallop, fhouting their cry, 
and, charging the enemy, unhorfed feveral. In 
truth, the Spaniards, unable to withftand the Eng- 
li(h, turned about as quickly as they could : few 
cfcaped death or being made prifoners. 

The alarm was great in the town, which made 
the Englifh think they Ihouldbe immediate mafter^ 
of it, for tfa^^'few the inhabitants were as good as 

defeated: 
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defeated : however, they were difappQinted,/or the 
women of the place fared it by their prcfence of 
mifld. Whilft the Englifh were croffing the brobk, 
they-clofed the gates and barriers, and, having 
mounted the batdements over the gate, Ihewtfd 
every inclination to defend themfelves. 

When fir.Thomas faw' them thus drawn up, he 
laid as he was advancing, * Look at thefe good 
women : let us return back, for we cannot do any 
thing more/ Upon which they retreated, croffed 
the brook, and made for Cafcante, carrying with 
diem dieir prifoners. Sir Thomas Trivet acquired 
great favour from the king of Navarre for the fuc- 
cefs of this expedition. 

About fifteen days after this affair of Alfaro, the 
Spaniards took the field, amounting in the whole, 
horfe and foot, to twenty thoufand men, with a 
good inclination to combat the Englifli. The king 
of Navarre, on hearing this, went to Tudela, at- 
tended by fir Thomas Trivet- and his troops,"and 
fent orders for all the garrifons of Navarre to march 
thirfier : they willingly obeyed his orders, as they 
wifhed for nothing more than to engage the 
Spaniards. 

The Spaniards were only waiting for the arrival 
of king Henry, who had left Seville with a numer- 
ous attendance, and was traverfing his kingdom to 
St. Domingo, where on his arrival he halted, and 
quartered his people in the adjacent plain. When 
don John heard that the king was come to St. Dp- 
mingo, he left Alfaro, and marched thither with 
his army; It was die intention of the Spaniards to 

lay 
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lay ficgc to Ttidek and inalofe the klii^ of NaVafrt 
tt It, or force him to fight. 

The king of Navarre was informed of all this, 
and he knew that he was not ftrong enough to niik 
a battle with king Hfciiry, who had forty thoufand 
men, including horfe and foot. 

There were fome prelates and barons, wife and 
valiant men of both kingdoms, in either army, who 
forefaw that' great troubles might arife if the two 
kings, Henry and Charles, fhould mutually flay 
each other in battle : they therefore propofed an 
armiftice, that they might endeavour to fettle their* 
differences : but thcfe negotiators had much labour 
and difficulty before they cobld bring matters to an 
iflue, for the Englifli, who amounted to full two 
thoufand, were haughty and bitter againft the 
Spaniards, and advifed the king of Navarre to rifle 
a battle « 

On the other hand, the Spaniards, who were 
very numerous, held the Englifli and Navarrois 
cheap. The treaties, however, were drawing to a* 
conclufion j and, with much difficulty, an armiflide . 
was agreed on, for fix weeks, between the two 
kingdoms, with the intent of concluding a peace^ 
The negotiators propofed alfo that a marriage 
fliould take place between the cldefl: fon of king* 
Henry with a daughter of the king of Navarre, 
. that the peace might be more folid and dufable. 

The king of Navarre readily liftened to this pro- 
pofal, for he faw by it how highly his daughter 
would be fettled. The prelates and barons of both 
realms advifed alfo that Charles, eldefV fan of the 

king 
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king of Navarre^ fhotild many . a daughter of king 
Meniy* This was concluded; and don Henry, 
king of Cafi:ille> was Co ufe his influence with the 
king of Prance, under whofe guardianlhip Charles 
was, th|C he fhould be permitted to return to Na- 
varre* This he performed ; and die king of 
France complied with his requeft. 

The king of Navarre, on account of thefe mar- 
riages, was willing to furrender, for ten years, to 
the king of Spain, as a fecurity for his good faith, 
the towns and caftles of Eftella, of Tudela and of 
la Guardia« 

King Henry confented to give up to the Englilh 
fir Peter Courtenay and the lord de TEfparre, a 
Gafcon, who were his prifoners. 

All thefe different treaties were fcaled, and fworn 

lo be faithfully obferved for ever by the two kings; 

and it was agreed that whoever Ihould any way in- 

' fringe them fhoujd fubmit himfelf to the judgment 

of the pope* 

Whilfi thefe negotiations were going forwards, 
the king of Navarre, who was indebted to the Eng- 
lifh twenty thoufand francs, lent the vifcount de 
Chaftillon to Arragon to borrow this fum from the 
king of Arragon, who readily lent it to him, bjH 
took for his fecurity the good towns of Pampeluna^' 
Miranda, Borgo la Reyna, Corella and St. Jean dn 
Pied des Ports. 

By thefe means, the Englilh were paid their de-l 
mands ; they left the king of Navarre, well fatisfied 
widi their condu6b, returned to Bourdeaux, and 
from thence to England. 

Vol. V. E The 
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^ Th^ marriage was concluded between Ghirles of 
Navatf e and the daughter of king Henry : fhe was 
called Jane, and was very handfomc. 

In this year the king of Caftille died> and his 
eldeft fon, don John, fucceedcd him* .^e was 
crowned wirfi the confent of all the prelates and 
barons of Spain, king of Caftillc, Seville, Gallicia 
and Cordova; and they fwore to Jiim, for ever; 
fealty .and homage* 

About this time, war commenced between the 
Vings of Portugal and Caftiile, which lafted a cotnf- 
fiderable time, as you will hear related in this hif- 
tpry. But we muft now return to the affairs of 
France* 
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CHAP. XII. 

»■ 

TH£ LORDDE MUCIDENT TURNS tOTHE ENGLISH; 
—THE LORD DE LANGURANT IS MORTTALLV 
WOlJNDED.---TH£ GOVERNOR OF BOUTEVILLE IS 
defeated; and the CASTLE SURRENDERS TO 
THE FRENCH. 



^ I 



YOU have before heard that the lord de M uci- 
dent had turned'to the t'rench party. He had 
remained atParis for upwards of a year, until he 
was tired ; for he had expeded more from the king 
of France than he had received, which made him 
repent having changed his fide. He faidjie had 
been forced fo to do> and that it was not of his own 
free will. " . . '. • - ' .: 

He 
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He therefore rcfolved to quit Paris privately^ 
wKerc he had too long rclided, return to his own 
country, and then furrender himfclf to the Englilh j 
for he preferred ferving the king of England to the 
king of France, 

He aifted upon this plan, and gave all his ac- 
quaintance to underftand, except thofe of his coim- 
cil, that he was difgufled. 

One evening he mounted his horfe incognitOj^ 
only two perfons with him, fet out from Paris, and 
rode to his own country, where his people followe4 
him. 

He continued his journey until he came to Bour-^ 
deaux, where he found the lord Neville, to whom 
he related his adventures. He attached himfclf to 
the Englifh, and declared he would rather betray 
his troth to the king of France than to his natural 
lord the king of England. 

The lord de Mucident remained fteady To the 
Englifti ever after as long as he livfd. 

The duke of Anjou was much enraged when he 
heard of this, and fwore, that if ever he could lay 
hands upon him, he would make his head fly from 
his fhoulders. This was told to the lord dc Mu- 
cident, who in confequencc took every precaution 
in his power. 

The lord de Langurant remained ftedfaft to thd 
French. He was an able and aftive knight, and 
harafled much the vaflals of thofe who had turned 
totheEng!i(h pofTefling lands adjoining to his own^ 
fuch as the lords de Rofem, de Duras, de Muci- 
dent i which made thcfe three barons vtry angry, 
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and excited them to attempt all means to flay him } 
for he was their bitter enemy. 

The lord dc Langurant, being a knight eager 
for battle, was riding out one day attended by 
about forty lances : he advanced near to an Englifh 
garrifon called Cadillac*, which belonged to the 
captal de Buch and his brothers. He polled his 
men in ambulh in a wood, telling them that he 
would ride alone to the caftle to fee if any one 
would fally forth againft him. His men obeyed : 
when, riding to the barriers of Cadillac, he fpokc 
to the guards, afking, ' Where is Bernard Courant, 
your captain? Tell him that the lord dc Langu- 
rant wi(hes to tilt with him; and, fince he is fo 
valiant a man at arms,, he will not refufe my re- 
queft for the love of his lady. If he (hould not 
confent, it will turn to his (hame, and I will publilh 
every where that he had refufed to break a lance 
with me' through cowardice.* 

One of the valets of Bernard, at that time at the 
barriers, replied ; ' Lord de Langurant, I have per- 
feftly heard what you have faid : I will go and in- 
form my matter i for cowardice fliall never be a re- 
proach to him, if you will be ib good to wait.' 

* By my faith,' anfwered the lord de Langurant, 
' that I will.' The valet went to his matter, whom 
he found in his chamber, and told him what you 
Jiave heard. 

When Bernard heard this, his heart fwelled with- 



* Cadillitf,— a village in Gaycnncy feven leagaes fipqi Boor* 
deaux. 
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in him, and he fiercely exclaimed, ' Give me my 
arms, and faddle my fteed, for he fhall never re- 
turn with a refufal.' His orders were prpmptly 
obeyed : being armed, he mounted on horfeback 
with his lance and buckler, and, having the gates 
and barriers thrown open, advanced into the plain. 

The lord de Langurant was much pleafed when 
he faw him : lowering his Ipear, he placed himfelf 
in the pofition of a good knight, as did his fquirc. 
They were both well mounted ; and, fpurring their 
horfcs, their lances ftruck with fuch force on their 
fliields as Ihivcrcd them to pieces. At the fecond 
pafs, Bernard Courant gave fuch a deadly blow on 
the fhoulder of the lord de Langurant as to drive 
him out of his faddle, and fell him to the ground. 
When Bernard faw him fall, he was rejoiced, and 
turning his horfe upon ^im, as the lord de Lan- 
gurant was raiiifig himfelf up, Bernard, who had 
great ftrength, caught him with both hands by the 
helmet, tore it off hi* head, and flung it under his 
horfe. 

The troops of the lord de Langurant who were 
in ambu(h, noticing all this, began to advance to 
refcue their lord. Bernard Courant perceived them, 
and, drawing his dagger, faid to the lord de Lan- 
gurant, * Surrender yourfelf my prifoner, lord de 
Langurant, refcued or not, or you are a dead man.* 
The lord de Langurant, who trufted to his people 
for affiftance, was ftiy, and made no anfwer. When 
Bernard faw that he wouki not make any reply, he 
was inflamed with paffion, and, fearing left he 
mig^ fufier fkom delay, ftruck him with his dagger 
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on the head, which was bare, and drove it into 
him : then, drawing it back, he put fpurs to his 
horfe, galloped within the barriers, where he difr 
mounted, and put himfelf in a pofture of defence, . 
if there fhould be a neqeffity for it. 

The lord de Langurant 's people, on coming tp 
him, found him mortally wounded : they were 
very much enraged at it, and> having bandaged his 
wound as. well as they could, carried him back tp 
bis caftle, where he, on the morrow, expired. 
Such was the end of the lord d^^ Langurant in 
Gafcony. 

At this period, a deed of arms w^s performec^, 
in the Rochellois, againft Hcliot de Plaifac, a very 
amiable fquire and gallant man at arms, governor 
of Bouteville*, an Englifh garrifon, wherein there 
were about fix fcore lances, Engjifli and Gafcons, 
who, pillaging the whole country, advanced alm(o(): 
daily as far as the towns of la Rochelle or St. Jeaji 
d'Angeli. They kept thefe towns in fuch dread 
that none dared to venture out but very privately, 
which angered greatly the kmghts and fquires of 
that country. . 

They confidered well this bufinefs, and refolv^ 
cither to apply fuch a remedy as would put a flop 
to it, or to lofe their lives or liberties in the attempt. 
They collefted, in the town of la Rochelle, about 
two hundred fpears, on whom they could depend*; 
for it was towards this town that Heliot de Plaifac 
made his excurfions. There were now in i^ from 
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Poitou jjind Saintongc, the lords de Touars, de 
Puiilances, fir James de Surgcrcs, fir Perceval de 
Coulogne^ fir Reginald de Corners, fir Hugh dc 
yivonne, and feveral odier knights and fquires, 
all well inclined to meet and combat their enemies. 
Thefe lords had had information that Heliot de 
Plailac was on his march towards la Rochelle, in 
■ fearch of prey. They gave their orders accord- 
iTxglyy and fallicd out in the evening well armed 
and mounted. On their departure, they direded 
that the cattle fliould, on the morrow, be driven 
out to the fields to take their chances which was 
obeyed. 

When the morrow came, Heliot de Plaifac and 
his troop arrived before la Rochelle, whilft their 
foragers coUedted the catde, and had them driven 
away by the peafants of the country. They had 
not gone more than a league before the French 
(who were upwards of two hundred lances) fell 
upon their wing, quite unexpeftedly, and charged 
them vigoroufly i fothat at this firft onfet, feveral 
were unhorfed. 

Jleliotde Plaifac cried out; *On foot, on foot ! 
let no mdn fly, but fend away the horfes j for,- if 
the day be ours, we fliall liave horfes enow, and, 
if we lofe it, we fliall not want any.' The Engfifli 
apd Gafcpns, of Heliot's party, drew up on foot, 
aii4 in good order. The French did the fame, for 
they were afraid of their horfes being wounded by 
the fpears and fwords of the enemy. 

T he battle. theq commenced. It was fev§re, and 
of long^cqntinu^nces for they fpught hand to 
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hand> pufhing their fpears up to their guards at 
every chruR:. Many gallant deeds were done; 
there was many a capture^ and many a refcue. 
However, the Poitevins and Saintongers won the 
field, md their enemies were either flain or made 
prifoncrs, for very few efcaped : the forage was re- 
captured, and Heliot de Plaifac taken and carried 
to la Rochelle* 

Shortly afterward, thcfe lords marched to the 
caitle of Bouteville, which was foon and eafily 
taken, for Ibarcely any one was within it. 

Thus was Bouteville g^ed by the French, ta 
the great joy of all the country round about, 
Heliot de Plaifac remaned in prifon for a long 
time* 



CHAP, xin, 

SIR THOMAS TRIVET RETURNS TO ENGLAND 
WITH HIS COMPAXIONS.— HIS HERALD RE- 
LATES TO Tfffi DVKE or LANCASTER THE 
PARTICULARS OF THE PEATH OF KING HENRY 
OF CASTILLE, AND THE CORONATION OF HIS 
JBLDSST SON DON JOHN* 

» ^^ 

AT this time, fir Thomas Trivet, fu- William 
*^ Helmen, and the other knights who had been 
in Spain to the afliftance of the king of Navarre, 
returned to Enjgland. They immediately waited on 
the king, who at diat time refided at Chertfey : his 
two uncles, the duke of Lancafter and the earl of 
Cambridge, were with Mm. 

Thcfe 
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Thcfc knights were gracioufly received by the 
king and his lords ; and many qucftions were afked 
concerning the news of the countries they came 
from 1 they told all they knew ; how the war had 
been carried on in Spain and Navarre, and how 
thofe two kings had concluded a peace, relating 
exadlly the articles of the treaties, andalfo that the 
king of Navarre had married his eldeft fon to a 
daughter of king Henry. 

The duke of Lancafter and the earl of Cam- 
bridge were very penfive on hearing this intelli- 
gencCj for they had confidered themfelves as heirs 
to all Spain in right of their wives : they inquired 
at what lime king Henry had died, and if the Spa- 
niards had crowned his fon king. 

Sir Thomas Trivet and fir William Helmen an- 
fwered;. 'My dear lords, when king Henry the 
baftard^died, we were not at the coronation of his 
fon i for at that time we had retreated into Na- 
varre; but we have a herald who was prcfent, and 
you may, if you pleaie, learn from him every par- 
ticular concerning it." 

The herald was called in, and the duke defired 
he would relate how everything palTed. He an- 
fwered ; ' My lords, I will comply with your re- 
queft, and tell you all. While thcfe knights were 
at Pampeluna, waiting the conclufion of the trea- 
ties, I remained by their permifTion with the king 
of Navarre, and was much refpefted by him and 
by his people. I left Pampeluna, and accompanied 
him to St. Domingo, where, on his approach, king 
Henry came out to meet him with a numerous 
usutt, as a proof of his affedion. 

•Th© 
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* The king of Navarre and his people were 
treated t with much honour : in the evening he was 
entertained with a very handfome fupper. While 
at table, news was brought that a wild boar was 
difcovered in the adjoining moors: a hunting 
party was dircdtly formed for the morrow. The 
two kings and their liuntfmen were prefcnt ; the 
boar was taken ; and they returned to St. Domingo 
in the moft friendly manner, 

^ The next day, kujg Henry fet out for Pierrc- 
ferrade*, to keep an appointment he had made 
with his people. He was there feized with an 
illnefs, of which he died. The king of Navarre 
was told of it as he was on his road to vifit him : 
he returned back much vexed thereat. I then took 
my leave of him, and went to Caftillc to learn what 
was going forward. 
. * King Henry died on Whitfunday. Shordy after. 



• • Pierre- fenade. Q. I cannot find any thing like this name 
in the map near to St. Domingo. There is Pon-ferrada on thq 
weflern borders of Leon, but that appears to be too diilant. 

Denys Sauvage does not feem to anderftand this paiTage. 

Moreri fays, Henry died at St. Domingo. 

jFerreras, in his hiftory of Spain, fays, the vulgar report was^i 
that Henry was poifoned by means pf a handfome pair of buf- 
kins, which Mahomet king of Granada fent him as a prefent, 
left, when having made peace w^th the king of Navarre, he 
might turn his arms againil him. Ferreras himfelf feen\s to 
doubt it. He died at ^a^nt Domingo la Cal9a4a^ 29th May 
1 374. The in^nt John was inftantly procUimec| king, and lef^ 
St. Domingo for Burgos, carrying vrith him the body^of his fa- 
ther, which he depofitcd there> in order for its being tranfponed 
to Toledo. 

^ .on 

^1 • ' 
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on the 25th day of July, the feaft of St. James and 
St. Chriftopher, John, eldeft fon of the late king 
Henry, was crowned king of Caftille, in the cathe- 
dral church of the city of Burgos. All the barons 
and prelates of Spain, Galicia, Cordova and Seville 
were prefent, and fwore, on the holy Evangellfts, 
their homages to him as king. He created that 
day two hundred and ten knights > and made feveral 
magnificent prefents. On the morrow after his co- 
ropation, he went, attended by great numbers of 
his nobles, to a convent of nuns, out of Burgos^ 
which is called les Oruches, where he heard mafs 
and dined. After dinner, there wa3 a grand tour- 
nament; at whigh the vifcount de Roquebertin, 
from Arragon, won the prize. When this was 
over, the king returned to Burgos, where the feafl? 
lafted for fifteen days/ 

The duke of Lancafter afked if the king of Por- 
tugal had been invited thither: the herald fajcj, 
* He had been invited, but did not come i and I 
was informed he told the envoy who carried the 
invitation, that he would never attend the corona- ' 
tion of the fon of a baftard.' 

* On my faith,' replied the duke, * he did well 
-to feod fuch an anfwer, and I thank him for it. 
Thing? ihajl mot long remain a^ they now are. It • 
Ihall foon be otherwife, for my brother and myfcif 
will call upon don John for that inheritance of 
which he now ftiles himfelf king/ Here the con- 
verfation ended, when they called for vine and rc- 
freihments. 

We will now leave this matter, and return to 
what was palling in France. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

THE 2ARL OF FLANDERS STOPS THE PROGRESS 
br AN AMBASSADOR FROM THE KING OF 
FRANCE TO SCOTLAND : THIS CAUSES GREAO* 
DISSENSIONS BETWEEN THEM. 

T7"IN<S Charles, who at this time governed France, 
*^ was very fagacious and fubtile, as his conduft 
fhewed ; for, though he never quitted his clofet or 
his amufements, he re^conquered all that his pre- 
deceffors had loft in the field at the head of their 
armies, for which he was greatly to be commended. 

Now, becaufe the king of France knew that kii^ 
Robert of Scodand, and that whole kingdom, bore 
9 mortal hatred to the Englifh (for never can thefc 
two kingdoms love each other )» that a better un- 
derftanding between him and the Scots might be 
continued, he determined to fend one of his knights, 
and a fecretary to his council, to king Robert and 
the Scots, to treat with them ; to examine the ftatc 
of that country, and fee whether they were in a con- 
dition to carry on any efFcdlual war : for Evan of 
Wales had during his life-time informed him, thait 
the moft certain way of difturbing England was 
through Scotland. 

The king of Prance, having well confidered this 
matter, had various ideas on the fubjeft \ and, hav- 
ing fixed his plan, he called to him one of his 
knights, a prudent man, named fir Peter lord dc 
Bournezel, and fald j ' You will carry this inef- 

fage 
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fage to Scotland) and falute the king and barons,: 
with the alTurance that we and our realm are willing 
to enter into treaties with them on the footing of 
good friends^ iii order that^ when the feafon fiiall 
be favourable, we may fend over troops, to be there 
admitted in the like manner as the practice has been 
with our predeceffors in former times: and in your 
journies thither and back again, as well as during 
your rcfidence, you will take care to keep fuch 
Hate as (hSU become an ambaiTador from the king ; 
for luch is our will ; and every expenfe ihall be 
repaid you/ The knight anfwered, * Sire, your 
orders (hall be obeyed.* 

He did not delay his journey long after this \ but, 
when his preparations were ready, he took leave 
of the king, and fet out from Paris, continuing his 
route until became to Sluys in Flanders. He waited 
there for a wind, which being unfavourable, de- 
tained him fifteen days. During this time he lived 
magnificently; and gold and filver plate were in 
fuch profufion in the apartments as if he had been 
a prince. He had alfo mufic to announce his din- 
ner, and caufcd to be carried before him a fword 
in a fcabbard, richly blazoned with his arms in gold 
and filver. His fervants paid well for every thing. 

Many of the townfpeople were much aftonifhed 
at the great ftate this knight lived in at home, 
which he alfo maintained when he went abroad. 
The bailiff of the town, who was an officer under 
the earl of Flanders, had noticed this conduft, and 
could not remain filent on the fubjed, for which 
he was to blame, but went and informed the earl 
' V , of 
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of it^ who at the time refided at Bruges^ and hi& 
coufin the duke of Brittany with him. 

The earl of Flanders having confidered a while, 
with the advice of the duke of Brittany, ordered 
the^ambaflador to be brought thither. The bailiff 
returned to Sluys, and came very uncourteoufly to 
the king's knight j for he laid his hand on him, and 
arretted him in the name of the earl. 

The knight was exceedingly furpfifed at this pro- 
ceeding : he told the bailiff, that he was ambaffador 
and commiffioner from the king of France. The 
bailiff faid, ' that might be ; but he muft fpeak 
with the earl, who had ordered him to be condufted 
into his prefence.' The knight could not by any 
means excufe hiinfelf from being carried to Bruges 
with all his attendants. When he was brought 
into the apartments of the carl, he and the duke of 
Brittany were leaning on a window which looked 
into the gardens. The knight caft himfelf on his 
knees before the earl, and faid, * My lord, I am 
your prifoner*' At which words, the earl was 
mightly enraged, and replied with paflion^ ' How, 
rafcal, do you dare to call yourfelf my prifoner 
when I have only fent .to Ipeak with you ? The 
fubjefts of my lord may very freely come and fpeak 
with me ; but thou haft ill acquitted thyfelf by re- 
maining fo long at Sluys without coming to vifit 
me, when thou kneweft I was fo near ; but, Ifup- 
pofe, thou difdainedft it.' * My lord,' anfwered 
the knight, ' faving your difpleafiwe' — He was in- 
terrupted by the duke of Brittany, who faid, * It is 
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by fuch fatdcrs and jefters of the parliament of Pa-^ 
ris, and of the king's chamber, as you, that the king- 
dom is governed j and you manage the king as you 
pkafe, to do good or evil according to your wills : 
there is not a prince of the blood, however great he 
may be^ if he incur your hatred, who will be 
liftened to : but fuch fellows fliall yet be hanged, 
until the gibbets be full of them/ i 

The knight, who was ftill on his knees, was 
much mortified by thefe words : he faw that it was 
better for him to be filent than to make any reply : 
he did not therefore anfwer, but quitted the pre- 
fence of the earl and his lords, when he found an 
opportunity. Some worthy people who were with 
the carl made way for him, and carried him to re- 
frcih himfclf. 

The knight afterwards mounted his horie, and 
returned to his hotel in Sluys, where I will tell you 
what happened to him. Although all his ftores 
were embarked, and there was a fawiurable wind 
for Scotland, he would not fail and rifk the dan- 
gers of the feaj for he was warned that he was 
watphed' by the EngHfh who refided in Sluys, and 
that, if he (hould fail, he would be taken, and car- 
ried to England. Through fear of this happening, 
he gaVc up his intended voyage, quitted Sluys, and 
rcturtted to the king at Paris. 

You njay eafily imagine, that the lord de Bour- 
nezel was mot long before he told the king all that 
had befallen him in Flanders: he related every 
thing cxaftly as it had happened. It was neceflary 
he fhould do fo by way of cxcufing himfclf for not 

having 
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having obeyed his ordcrs> as the king was very 
much furprifed at his return. 

When fir Peter was relating the events of this 
Journey, there were prefent fcveral knights of the 
king's chamber : in particular, fir John de Guif** 
telles of Hainault, a coufin to the earl of Flanders» 
who mutteringly repeated the words of fir Peter j 
fo that, thinking the knight had fpoken too freely 
of the earl of Flandersy he could not contain him^ 
felf, but faid ; ^ I cannot thus hear my dear coufin 
the earl of Flanders fo flightingly fpoken of; and if^ 
fir knight, you mean to affirm for truth all you 
have faid, and aflert that he by his z& prevented 
you. from fulfilling your orders, I challenge you to 
the field, and here is my glove/ 

The lord de Bournezel was not flow to reply j 
^ Sir John, I fay that I was. thus arreibed and con- 
duced by the bailiff of Sluys, and brought before 
the earl of Flanders i and that every word which I 
have fpokeii«s from that earl and the duke of Brit- 
tany were faid by them j and if you wifli to fay 
any thing to the contrary, and that it was not fo, 
I will take up your glove/ * I do fay fo,' replied 
the lord de Guiftelles. 

At thefc words, the king looked very grave, and 
faid, * Come, come ; we will bear no more of this/ 
He then retired into his cbfet, attended by hit 
chamberlains, very well pleafed that fir Peter liad 
fo frankly fpoken, and had fo well anfwered fir 
John de Guiftelles. He faid to them fmiling, * Ho 
has kept his ground well : I would not for twenty 
thoufand francs it had not fo happened/ 

Sir 
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Sir John de Guiftelles, who was one of the king** 
chamberlains, was afterwards fo ill at courts and 
received with fo much coldnefs^ that he noticed itt 
- and wiftied not to abide the confequences : he 
therefore took leave of the king, and went to Bra* 
bant to dukC'4^inceflaus, who retained him in his ^ 
fcrvice. 

With regard to the king of France, he was much 
angered with the earl of Flanders j for it appeared 
to fevcral of the kingdom, that he had prevented 
the lord de Bournezel from continuing his journey 
to Scotland, He had alfo entertained his coufin 
the duke of Brittany, who was greatly out of favour 
with the king of France. Thofe who were near the 
perfon of the kingeafily faw that the carl of Flan- 
ders was not in his good graces* 

Shortly after this event, the king of France wrote 
very Iharp letters to his coufin the earl of Flanders, "^ 
which contained alfo menaces, for that he had fup- , 
ported and kept with him the duke of Brittany, 
^ whom he confidered as his enemy* 

The earl wrote back again, and made the bcfl: 
cxcufes he could. Thefc were, howevej, of no 
avail s for the king of France fent him fharper let- 
ters, in which he declared, that if he did not fend 
away his enemy the duke of Brittany, he would 
look upon him in the feme light. Whch the earl 
of Flanders faw the manner in which the king took 
it, and that he would follow it up, he confidered 
with himfclf (for he had a quick imagination), and 
rcfolved to flitw thefe menaces to his principal 
towns, more efpecially tp Ghent, tgknow what an- 

VoL. V. F . fwcr 
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(Wcr Acy would wifti him to fend. -He difpatched 
copies tx) Bruges, Yprcs and Courtray ; and he fct 
out with the duke of Brittany for Ghent, where 
they were lodged at the poftern gate. He was re- 
ceived by the citizens with irery. great joy, for at 
that time they were much pleafed^ to have him 
among them* When the deputies from the other 
lowiis were arrived, according to their orders, the 
count had them afiembied -, and John de la Faucille 
harangued them, in his name^ on the caufe of his 
meeting them : he read to them the letters which 
had been received within the laft two months from 
the king of France. After thefe letters had been 
read, the earl fpoke as follows : * My children, 
and good people of Flanders, through God's grace, 
I have been for a long time your lord : I have go- 
verned you in peace as much as was in my power ; 
and you have never feen any thing in me but a de- 
fire to maintain you in profperity, as a good lord 
fhould a<5t in regard to his fubjecls. It mult be very 
dilplcafing to me, and to you alfo who are my 
jfaidiful fubjefts, that I fhould incur the hatred of 
my lord the king, becaufe I keep with me my 
coufin-german the duke of Brittany, who at this 
time is not in favour with the court of France ; 
nor, in truth, can he place any dependance oii his 
vaflkls of Brittanyj througti the hatred of five or fix 
of his barons. The king infills that I baniOi him 
my houfe and territories, which would be very ex- 
traordinary. I do not fay but that if I (hould affift 
my coufin in oppofition to France^ the king might 
Jktvc caufe to complain : but I have neither done fo, 

. nor 



hor have 1 any fuch inclinations. It is for thia 
caufc I have affembled you, to explain to you the 
dangers that might happen if you fhould be dc- 
firous for him to remain with me.' 

They anfwered uhdnimoufly 5 ' My lord, We dd ' 
wifh him -to remain with you : and we know not 
that prince^ however great he may be^ who Ihould 
refolve to make war upon yoUj but who would find 
in your earldom of Flanders two hundred thoufand 
men completely armed/ 

This reply, was very agreeable to the earl of 
]Flanders> who laid, ^ My good children, 1 thank 
you/ The aflembly now broke up ; and the earl 
Was fo well pleafed that he gave them permiflion 
to return to their bwn homes in peace. The earl, ^ 
at a proper time, returned to Bruges in company 
with the duke of Brittanjr. Things remained in 
this fituationi The earl was very popular with his 
fubjefts, and the country continued in peace and 
profperity : diis> however, did not laft long, 
through extraordinary wi^kednefs, which brought 
on great tribulation, as you will hear related in 
thi« hiftory. 
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CHAP. XV. 



THF DUKE OF BRITTANY RETIRES FROM FLAN- 
DERS TO ENGLaVd.-^THE YOUNO COUNT DE 
ST. POL, WHILE A PRISONER IN ENGLAND, 
MARRIES. 



\ 

« 



'nr^HE king of France was pun6lually informed of 
-^ every thing that had pa/Ted, and the fpeech 
which the earl of Flanders had made. He did not 
love him the better for this : but, as he could not 
remedy it, he thought it more prudent to overlook 
it: he declared, however^ that the earl was the 
proudeft prince alive. From the king's manner, 
it was vifible he was the lord he would moft wil- 
lingly have humbled, both for his pride and for his 
oppofition to his defircs. 

The earl of Flanders, notwithftanding the king 
of France had written to fay he was very much 
difplcafed at his keeping the duke of Brittany with 
him, did not fend him away, but entertained him 
as long as he wiflied to ftay, and gave him a hand- 
fome eftablifhment. At laft, the duke was ad- 
vifed to vifit England, which he likewife wiflied 
to fee : he took leave of the earl his coufin, and 
went to Gravelines, where he was met by the earl 
of Salilburv, with five hundred men at arms and 
a thoufand archers, for fear of the French gar- 
rifons, and condufted to Calais: fir Hugh Cal- 
verlcy, the governor, received him with all refpedt. 

When 



69 

When the' duke had ftaid at Calais five days, 
having a favourable wind, he embarked with the 
carl of Salifbury, and landed at Pover, and from 
thence went to. the young king Richard, who re- 
ceived them with much joy j as did alfo the duke 
of Lancafter, the earls of Cambridge and Buck- 
ingham, and the great baons of England. 

You have before heard how fir Valeran de Lux- 
embourg, the young count de St. Pol, had been 
made prifoner in a battle between Ardres and 
Calais, and had been carried to England under 
the king's pleafure, who had purchafed him of the 
lord de Gommegines : for the lord de Gommegines 
had fet on foot this expedition, in which the count 
had been made a prifoner by a fquire, a good man 
at arms, from the country of Gueldres. 

The young count de St. Pol remained long 
time a prifoner in England, without being ran- 
fomed : true it is, that the king of England, du- 
ring the life-time of the captal de Buch, offered 
bim fevcral times to the king of France and to his 
allies in exchange for the captal -, but neither the 
king of France nor his council would liflrien to it, 
nor give up the captal in exchange, to the great 
diffatisfaftion of the king of England. 

Things remained for fome time in this fituation. 
The count de St. Pol had an agreeable prifon in 
the beautiful caftle of Windfor, and was allowed 
the liberty of amufing himfelf with hawking 
wherever he pleafed in the environs of Weft- 
minfl:er and Windfor : he was thus trulied on the 
feith of hi$ word. 

F3 ' The 



The princcfs, mother of l;ing Richard, rcfldeci 
at 'that time atWindfor, with her daughter, the 
lady Maude, the moft beautiful woman in England,. 
The young qount d^ St. Pol and this lady fell 
loyally in love with each oth^r-: they frequently 
met at dancings, caroUings, and at other ^mufe- 
ments \ fo that it was fufpefted the young lady 
tenderly loved the count, and (he difcovercd the 
' whole to her mother. 

A treaty of marriage was then ?nter^d into be- 
tween the count de St. Pol and the lady Maude 
Holland : the count was ranfomed for fix fcore 
thoufand francs ; of which one half was to be re-? . 
mitted on his marriage, the rem^in4er he was to 
pay. When the treaty had been concluded be- 
tween the young people, the king of England 
granted permiflion for the count ^o crofs die fea, 
in order to procure his ranfom, on his promife to 
return within the vear. 

The count went to France to fee his friends, 
the king and his coufins of France, the earl of 
Flanders, the duke of Brab^i^t, ^d alfo duke 
Albert. 

In this year, a cruel charge was laid againft the 
count de St. Pol : he was accufed of an intention 
to deliver up to the Englifli the ftrong caftle o( 
Bouchain. The king ordered him to he arrefted 
and clofely guarded, declaring that the count in 
faft meant to have entered into treaties inimical 
towards hi|n \ from which charge the count. could 
never clear himfelf. On this occafion alfo, the' 
|or^ canon de Robef^t, t|ie lord dc Ycrtaing, fir 

James 
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JatRes duSart And Ger^r^^d'Obies wer^.iniprifoAC^ 
In checaille pf Moiu in Hainault. 

This charge at length came to nothing} fof^ 
the king of France not being able to proy^i.^y 
thing againft them, they were fctat liberty. The 
young count returned to England, to acquit him- 
felf of his engagement to the king, and to marry, 
his bride. He paid the fixty tljoufand francs ac* 
cording to hb obligation, and re-crofled the fca, 
but did not f nter France, for the king difliked him 
much. 

The count and countpfs went therefore to refide 
^t the cattle of Han fur Heure, which the lord dc 
Moraine, who h^d married his fitter, lent them> 
^d there they rem^ed during the life of the 
king of France j for th? count coiild neyer regaipi 
his loye» 

We will now leave tbefe things, and return tc^ 
f hf ?#w of Fraiicet 



CHAP. XVL 

» 

TH» DUKB OP ANJOU MAKES WAR ON BRITTANY, 
-i*-SlR WILLIAM DBS BORDES IS TAKEN PRU 
SOITER BY THE GARRISON OF CHERBOURG. 

AT this period; all Brittany wa armed, as well 
againft the duke as againft the French, Se-. 
vera! of the principal towns had a good under- 

F 4 ftanding 



AincRngrwith the duke, 'and wondered he was not 
fcnt for back : diere ' were alfo many knights and 
iquires of Brittany of the famb opinion 5 and, by 
means of a treaty, the coiintefs de Penthievre, mo- 
ther to the cfhildren of Gharks de Blois, was not 
av'erfe to. his return. But • fir Bertrand du Gucf- 
clip, conftable of France, the lords de Cli'flbn, de 
Laval, the vifcount de Rohan and the- lord de 
Rochefort kept the country in a ftatc of warfare 
with the forse fent them from France. At Pon- 
torfon, St. Malo, and in that neighbourhood, were 
great numbers of men at arms from France, Nor- 
mandy, Auvergne, and Burgundy, who committed 
very great devaftations. 

The duke of Brittany, who was in England, 
received full information of all this, and that the 
duke of Anjou, who refided at Angers, was car- 
lying the war into his country : he heard alfo that 
the principal towns had armed themfelves againft 
the French, as well as feveral knights and fquires, 
in his name, for which he felt himfclf much 
obliged. 

But, notwithftanding all thefe favourable fymp- 
toms, he was afraid to return to Brittany with full 
confidence in them, for he was always fufpicious 
of fome treafon : neither did his own council, the 
king of England, nor duke of Lancaftcr ^vife 
him to go thither. 

Sir William des Bordes maintained the garrifons 
in Normandy and Valogncs of which he was cap- 
tain : he had with him the deputy fenefchal of Eu, 
£qr William Marcel^ fir Braque de Br^qyemontji the 

lord 
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lord de Torcy, fir ^Percival d*Aynfcval> the begut 
d'YiHjr; fir Lancdbt de Ldrfis, with many other 
krright^ and fqiiircs, who, day and night, em- 
ployed their thoughts in devifing how they coukl 
damage Cherbourg, of which fir John Harleftonc 
was governor, > 

The garrifon of Cherbourg made as frequent 
fallies as they plealed ; for they could do fo without 
any one knowing of it, through the extenfiye foreft 
with which they were furrounded. They had 
made a road through the wood in fuch a manner 
that they could overrun part of Normandy without 
danger from the French. 

It fell out that both garrifons made an excurfion 
the fame day without the knowledge of each -other, 
and by accident met at a place called Paftoy es 
Bois, When they met, like knights and fquires 
defirous of fighting, they all difmounted except fir 
i«ancelot de Lorris, who remained on horfeback, 
hi/ latnce in its reft, and his target on his neck, 
rcq^ieffing a tilt in honour of his lady. 

Several heard his demand ; for there were alfo 
among the Englifli fome knights and fquires who 
had bound themfelves in like manner by vows of 
love to their ladies. I believe it was fir John 
Copeland, a hardy knight, who accepted his chal- 
lenge: Then, fpurring their horfes, they charged 
each other very gallandy, and gave dreadful blows 
on their targets. Sir L^celot was, however, fo 
feverely ftruck by the Englifti knight that his Ihield 
and other armour were pierced through, and him- 

felf 
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|elf mortally nsmuided. It was % gi^at pityy for 
ht was an expert knight^ youDg> handfome:i ^4 
much in love. I^ was tlicre 4o4 ^Ifcwhcrc fin^ 
eerely lainenced* 

The French and Engli(h then attacked ea^H 
other^ fighting h^d to hand^ On the part pf the 
French, fir William des Bfordes, the deputy fe- 
ftcfchal of ^u, fir Williaai Marcal, fir Braqu? d« 
Br^uemont, and the others, fiiei;^ed themfelve^ 
good knights, and fought manfully* Sir John 
Harlcflone, fir ?hilip Pipourde, fir John Burlcyi 
fir John Copeland, si^pd (he reft pf the Englifii be^ 
haved as well ; and, from the^r fuperior figh|ing| 
^hey at lafl won th? day> The French kni^ts and 
fquires were either t^en or flain : in particular, ^ 
fquire from Hainault, called William de BeauJieu^ 
and fir Willij^m des Bordes were mad? prifoncrst 
They were conduffted to Cherbourg, where thtfy 
ffiet fir Oliver du Giiefdip, \^ho lyas a^ priion$y 
»lfo. 

Thus ende4 t))U byfinef^, 9^ ^ W9S ^fprq:^, 
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cftAP. xvn, 

©EPFFfliy .T5TJS-N0IK, AND AIMERIGOT MARGEL, 
CAPTAINS AT^XAftP^^ TO ENGLAND, TAK? 
SEVERAL STRONG PLACES IN AUVERGN^ AND 
{«I140US|H FKOAf THE FI^ENCH. 

npHE^RE happened daily in ^uycrgnp arid I^w 
-■■. moufin feats of arms, and wonderful enter-? 
prizes i more efpecially in the neighbourhood of 
the caftfe of Ventadour, in Auvergne, yrhich is one 
of the ftrongeft places in all that country. It was 
|bld or betrayed to the mofl: cruel of all Bretons, 
called Gcof&y T^pe-noir, I will relate hQw this 

Jiappcnqd. 

The count de Ventadoyr de Moqtpenfier was an 
ancient Hftight and honourable m^n, who nd 
longer took part in the wars, but remained peace- 
ably in his caftJe: this knight had a fquire or 
yarlet, called Ponce du Bois, who had fcrved him 
for a length of time without having profited much 
by his fervice : feeing that henceforward he ihould 
have no opportunities of gaining riches, he deter- 
mihecj^ by jbad advice, to enrich himfelf, and in 
confequence entered into a fecret treaty with 
GeofFry Tete-noir, who refided in Limoufin, to 
deliver up the caftle of Ventadour to him for the 
fum of fix thoufand francs. This was agreed to; 
but he had had inferted among the conditions thgt no 

harm 



76 

harm Ihould be done to his mailer, the count dc 
Ventadour, and that he ihould be put out of his 
caftle in a courteous manner, and that every thing 
of his fliould be reftorcd to, him. 

This was complied with, for the Bretons and 
Englifh who entered the caftle did not in the 
fmalleft degre^ hurt the count nor his pcp()le, and 
only retained the ftores arid artillery, of which 
there were great plenty. 

The count de Ventadour went to refide at Mont- 
penfier*, with his wife and children, beyond Aigue- 
perfe in Auvergne, 

GeofFry Tete-noir and his troops kept pofleflion 
of Ventadour; from whence they ravaged the 
country, and took many ftrong caftles in Auvergne, 
Rouergue, Limoufin, Quercy, Gevaudan, Bigorre, 
and in the Agenois, one after the other. 
^ With this GeofFry Tete-noir, there were other 
captains, who performed many excellent deeds of 
arms, as Aipoerigot Marcel, a Limoufin fquire at- 
tached to the Englifh party, who took the ftrong 
caftle of CafTuriel, fituated in the bifhopric]c of 
Clermont in Auvergne ; from whence the above- 
mentioned Aimerigot and his companions overran 
the country at their pleafure. Captains of other, 
caftles'werealfo in his company, fuch a$ the bourg 
Calart, the bourg Anglois, the bourg de Chani-* 
pagne, Raymond de Force, a Gafcpn^ and Peter 
de Beam, a Bearnois.* 



• Montpcnfier,— -a town in Aavergnc, diocefc of Clermont,* 
near Aigueperfe. 

Aimerigot 



Aimcrigot made one day an cxcurfion, with 
x>nly twelve companions, to feck adventures : they 
took the road towards Aloife, near St. Flour> 
which has a handfofne caftle in the biftioprick of 
Glermont : they kn^w the caftle was only guarded 
by the porter. As they were riding filently co- 
wards Aloife, Aimerigot fpies the porter. fitting on 
the trunk of a tree Without fide of the caftle: a 
Breton, who (hot extraordinarily well with a crofs- 
bow, fays to him, * Would you like tb have that 
porter killed at a (hot ?' * Yes,' replied Aimerigot j 
^ and I beg you will do fo.' The crofs-bowman 
(hoots a bolt, which he drives into the porter's 
head, and knocks him down: the porter, feeling 
himfelf mortally wounded, regains the gate, which 
he attempts to (hut, but cannot, and falls down 
dead. 

Ainrerigot and his companions haftcn to the 
Caftle, which they enter by the wicket, and fee the 
porter lying dead and his wife diftrifted befidc 
him : they do her no harm, but enquire where the 
conftable of the caftle is : (he replies that he i^ a^ 
Clermont. They promife to fpare her life, if Ihe 
will give them the keys of the caftle and of the 
dungeon ; which when fhe has done, for (he could 
not any way defend herfelf, they (hut her out, 
having given her what belonged to her, and indeed 
as much as (be could carry away. 

She went to St. Flour, which is but a league 
off: the inhabitants were much frightened, as well 
as all they adjoining country, when they heard that 
Aloife was become Engli(h. 

Soon 
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Soon after this, Aimerigot Marcel rt-caj[)tttfed 

the ftrong caftlc of Balon by £urprife ; the gover- 
nor Was afleep in the great tower^ when he fcaled 
the walls, for the' place was not eafy to be taken 
by force 5 but^ by means of this towcr^ the caftle 
might be gained. 

Aimerigot, thettjforei thought of a fubtle trick 2 
having pofleffion of the father and mother of the 
governor, he ordered them to be led in fight of 
the toweri making every preparation to behead 
them, if the fon did not furrcnder himfelf Thefc 
good people thought they were inftantly to be 
muf dered> and cried out to their fo n to take com- 
pafiion on them^ bewailing molt lamentably theii^ 
unfortunate lot. 

The govemojr was much afFcfted : he could not 
fufFer his parents to be put to death : he thereforcv 
furrendered the tower, when the whole family 
were thruft out .of the caftle. Thus did Balon 
, belong to the EngUfti, a dircumftance which, in its 
confeqyences, much harafled the country 5 for ^1 
forts of people who wilhed to do evil retired thither, 
or to Cafluriel, two leagues from Limoges, to 
Carlat, to Aloife, to Vcntadour, or to fome other 
fuch Caftles. 

When thefc garrifons were all coUedied in a 
body, they might amount to' five or fix hundred 
lances : they overran the whole country, and the 
territories of the count dauphin d'Auvergne, fitu- 
ated at no great diftance from their garrifon j for 
none ventured to oppofe them when thus col-' 
ledled together. It is true, the lord dc Chupicr 

was 
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wais a great eiftmy to them i as Wefe the lord d€ 
Fortercl and the baftard de Eorterel, his brother^ 
and a fquirc from the Bourbonnois called Gor* 
domes. This Gordomcs, one day meeting Aime* 
rigot Marcel, by a gallant exploit, took him pri* 
foner, and ran^med him for five thoufand francs t 
fomuch did he gain for him. Thus v^as the war 
carried on in Auvergde, Limoufin and the adjoinkig 
countries* 
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CHAP. XVUL 

A SCHISM lU THI CHURCH.^^THi CAltSE Of' tts 
—THE BRETONS MAKE WAlt ON THE ROMANS* 
—-THE (^JSEN OF NAPLES GIVES UP HER TER- 
RITORIES TO TOPE CLEMENT Vll, 

I HAVE been along while filenton the affairs of* 
the church t I now return to them, for it is bt- 
cOme neceflary* You have before heard how the 
cardinals, to appcafe the Roman populace^ who were 
very much enraged againft them, had chofen for 
pope the archbiftiop of E^ri, \vhofe name, before 
bis elevation, was Bartholomew Prignano: heaf*. 
terwards aflbmed that of Urban VL and gave in- 
dulgences according to the ufualcuftom. 

The cardinals intended, on a proper opportunity, 
to make another eleftion f for this pope, bei;ig cho- 
leric and obftlnate, ' was neither profitable to them 
nor to the churchy fo that when he, found himfelf 

invcfted 
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invefted with the powers of papacy, in confequence 
of which many princes of Chriftendom had written 
to him to acknowledge their obedience, he became 
very haughty, and defirous of retrenching the 
powers of the cardinak, and depriving them of Se- 
veral of their rights and accuftomed prerogatives. 

This conduft was highly difpleafing to them : 
they held a metting, and declared that he would 
never do them any fervice, and was befide unfit to 
govern the Chriftian world. Several propofed to 
eleft another, more wife, and prudent, and better 
able to govern the church. The whole body were 
eager for this, more efpccially that cardinal who 
was afterwards elcfted pope. 

During the whole fummer, the affair continued 
in fufpenfe ; for thofe who wilhed a hew eleftion 
dared not publicly declare their intentions for fear 
of the Romans. About the time of the vacations, 
many cardinals left Rome to amufe themfelv^ in 
different places in the neighbourhood. Urban 
went to a city callci^ Tivoli, where he remained a 
confiderable time. During thefe vacations or terms, 
(that laftcd not long, for there were many clergy 
from different parts of the world at Rome, waiting 
for graces which had been promifed, fome of whom 
had been collated to churches,) the refraftory car- 
dinals aflembled to eleft a pope, and their unani- 
mous choice fell on fir Robert de Geneva, fon to 
the count of Geneva, whofe firft promotion had 
been to the biftioprick of Terouennc, then to the 
archbifhoprick of Cambray, and at laft cardinal of 
Geneva. The greater number of cardinals attended 

this 
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this xlcftion: The new pope [took thc.Jiamc of 
Clement. 

At this period, Silvqftcr Budes^ a valiant knight 
' from Brittany, was in the country near Rome, and 
had under him upwards of two thoufand Bretons^ 
who in the late years had done much againft the 
Florentines, whom pope Gregory had made war 
vpon and excommunicated for their rebellion j but;, 
through the inter ceflion of Silvcfter Budes, they 
had been pardoned. 

Pope Clement and the cardinals of his party, fent 
fccretly for him and his troops. He marched di- 
rectly into the ftrong caftle of St;. Angelo, in the 
village of St. Peter, the better to check the Romans. 

Pope Urban, and the cardinals attached to him, 
were afraid to quit Tivoli, though they very much 
wilhed it, on account of thefe Bretons ; for they, 
were determined men, who mii^dered all whom 
they met in oppofition to them. 

The Romaiis, on finding how dangeroufly they 
were lituatcd, fent for other foldiers, Germans and 
Lombards, who daily (kirmilhed with the Bretons. 
Clement granted indulgences to all the clergy who 
wiflied for them, and publiflied his eleftion through- 
out the world. 

When king 'Charles of France was informed'of 
this,^ he was much aftonifhed : he fummoned his 
brothers and 4^1 the great barons, the prelates, the 
reftor and principal doctors of the univerfity of 
Paris, to kno>y which of the two popes, the ftrft or 
the laft, he ought to pay obedience to. This 
matter was not foon determined, for the clergy wer 
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of divided opinions : but, in the end, all the pre- 
lates in France inclined to Clement, as did the 
king's brothers and the majority of the univerfity 
of Paris. The king received fb much inftruftion 
and* information at this aflembly from the moft 
learned of the clergy, that he put himfelf under the 
obedience of Clement^ whom he held for the true 
and loyal pope. He then publifhed an edidt 
throughout his realm for every perfon to confider 
Clement as pope, and to obey hi'm as a god upon 
earth.' 

The king of Spain was of the fame opinion; as 
\^ere the earl of Savoy, the duke of Milan and the 
queen of Naples. 

Clement having gained the king of France, his 
caufe acquired great credit j for the kingdom of 
France is the fountain of faith and of excellence^ 
from the grand churches which arc cftabliftied 
there and the noble prelatures. 

Charles of BoHpmia, king of Gernlany and em- 
peror of Rome, was ftill living : he refided at 
Prague in Bohemia, where he had heard of all thefc 
things to his great aftonifhment. However, his 
empire of Germany, excepting the bifhoprick of 
Trcft*, was fo ftrongly^ inclined in their faith to 
Urban, that they would not bear mention made of 
another. The -emperor diflfembled as long as he 
lived, and replied fo courteoufly, Whenever any 
converfation paffed on this fubjeft, that his barons 

and prelates were quite fatisfied. Notwithftanding 
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this, the churches in the empire obeyed Urban i 
but the whole of Scotland acknowledged Clement. 

Earl Lewis of Flanders opprefled very much the 
Clementifts in Brabant, Hainault and Liege; for 
he was a determined Urbanift, and faid that this 
pope had been fcandaloufly treated. The earl was 
fo much believed and loved in the parts where ht 
refided, that on his fole account, the churches and 
landholders followed his opinion. But tholp of 
Hainault, with the churches and their appendages, 
as well as their fovereign, called Albert, remained 
neuter, and obeyed neither one nor other of the 
popes ; for which reafon ihe archbifhop of Cam- 
bray at that time, called John, loft his temporali- 
ties, in Hainault. 

Pope Cfement, about this time, fent the cardinal 
de Poitiers, a very prudent and wife man, to France, 
Hainault, Flanders and Brabant, to preach and to 
inftruft the people ; for he had been prefent at the 
^firft conclave, and could well explain that through 
fear they had clcded the archbilhop of Bari to the 
papacy^ » 

The king of France, his brothers and the pre- 
lates of that realm, received him very gracioufly, 
and liftened attentively to his words ar^d dodrines, 
whi9h feemed to carry truth with them, and to be 
of a nature to engage their whole faith. On leav- 
ing France, he -went to Hainault, where Ke was re- 
ceived with joy. He was alfo received in the 
fame manner by the duke and duchefs of Brabant, 
but gained nothing more. He thought of calling 
at Liege on his return, but was advifed to the con- 
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trary, and therefore returned to Tournay^ intend^ 
ing to vifit Flanders from thence, and converfe with 
the earl : however, he did not ; for it was fignified 
to him from the earl, that he 'would have nothing 
to fay to him, confidering Urban as pope, and in 
that opinion would live and die. 

The Cardinal went fromTournay to Valenciennes, 
and from thenCe to Cambray, where he ftaid a 
. long time in hopes of receiving good news. 

Tlius was the chriftian world divided, and the 
churches differed in regard to which was the legal 
pope. Urbaa had the larger number ; but the 
in oft profitable in revenue and obedience fell, to 
Clement. » 

Clement, by the advice of his cardinals, fent to 
have the palace at Avignon prepared for him 5 for 
it was his intention to retire thither as foon as hfc 
was able. In the interim, he refided at Fondi, 
where he granted his indulgences to all fuch cletgy 
as were defirous of having them. 

Large bodies of foldiers occupied the plains and 
villages near Rome, and made war upon that city 
and the village of St. iPeter, which they attacked 
day and night ; whilft thofe who were in thecaftle 
of St. Angelo gave much difturbance to the Ro- 
mans. The inhabitants, having ftrengthened them- 
felves by many German foldiers, coUefted together, 
and iii one day conquered the village of St. Peter: 
fuch Bretons as were able, fecured themfelves in 
the caftle of St. Angelo ; but they were fo much 
haraffed, as to furrender the caftle on having their 
lives fj5ared, and retreat towards Fondi, and to the 
» •. flat 
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flat country thereabouts. The Romans difmantlcd 
the caftle of St. Angclo, and burnt the village of 
St. Peter. 

When fir Silvefter Budes who was ftill in that 
country heard that his people had loft the village 
of St. Peter and the caftle of St. Angelo, he was 
much vexed, and thought how he could revenge 
himfelf on the Romans. He learnt from his fpics, 
that the principal perfons from the city were to 
meet in council at the capitol ; upon which he 
planned an cnterprize of men at arms, whom he 
had retained near him, and rode that day through 
bye roads to Rome, which he entered by the gate 
leading to Naples. On his arrival, he made dircft- 
ly for the capitol, and came there fo opportunely 
that the council had juft left their hall, and were ia 
the fquare. Thefe Bretons, couching their fpears 
and fpurring their horfes, charged the Romans full 
gallop, and flew and wounded numbers of the 
principal perfons of the city. Among thofe that 
lay dead in the fquare were feven banners and two 
hundred other rich men : a great many more were 
wounded. 

When the Bretons had performed this exploit 
they retreated, as it was evening : they were not 
purfued, on account of the night, and becaufe the 
Romans were fo frightened that they could only 
- attend on their friends. They paffed the night in 
great anguifli of heart, burying the dead, and tak- 
ing care of the wounded. 

The next morning, they bethought themfclves of 
an adt of cruelty, which they put into execution : 

G 3 they 



they attacked the poor clergy who rcfided in 
Rome, and who hadvHotbecn guilty of the fmallcft 
faulty flew and wounded upwards of three hundred ; 
but, in psuTicular, they fhewcd no mercy to any 
Bretons who fell into their hands. 

In this^miferable fituation was Rome and its; 
neighbourhood, on account of two popes ; and 
thofe who had not been any way concerned in the 
bufinefs paid dearly for it. 

Pope Clemenf and his cardinals refided at Fondi, 
where the queen of Naples came to vifitand encou-» 
rage kim ; for flie and her fubjcds were attached 
to him as pope, and anxious to fupport hitn as fuch. 

The queen of Naples* had entertained an idea 
for a confiderable time of furrendering (he king-: 
dom of Sicily and county of Provence, which were 
dependencies on her crown, into the hands of the 
pope, for him to give according to his will, as an 
inheritance, to any^ prince of high birth in France^^ 
but who muft have the means of defending her 
. againft thofe of the ^houfe of Hungary, whom Ihe 
mortally hat^d. 

On the queen's arrival at Fondi, flie humbled 
' herfelf before the pope, and, having xonfefled hcr- 
fclf to him, related all her affairs without difguife; 
adding; ' Holy father, I poflcfs feveral great and 
noble inheritances s the kingdon^s of Naples and 
Sicily, la Puglia, Calabria, and the county of 
Province, In tjruth, king Lewis of Sicily, duke of 



« Thp qoeen of Naples,— the celebrated Joan. Her hifiory 
<|i^^ntl^ related from Froiilkrt's account. 
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h Puglia and Calabria, my father, during his life- 
time, acknowledged holding thcfe territories from 
the church, and, taking my hand 90 his death-bedj 
faid to me ; ' l^y good child, you are heircfs of a 
very cxtenfivc and rich country -, and I believe that 
many princes will endeavour to obtain you for a 
wife on account of the handfomc territories you 
will poflefs. Now, I would reecommend you tp 
follow my advice, which is, to unite yourfelf with 
a powerful prince, who will be able to keep your 
kingdoms in peace ; and ihould it fo ^happen that, 
through Qod's will, you have not any heirs, yield 
to whoever may be at the time pope all your terri- 
tories ', for king Robert, my fathef , fo charged mc 
on his death-bed, which is the reafon, my dear 
daughter, I order you fo to do, and difcharge my- 
felf from it/ Holy father, I promifed to comply 
with his wifhcs, and pledged my faith, \r\ the pre- 
fence of all who were in the chamber, to fulfil hi$ 
laft rcqueft^ 

' In truth, holy father, after his dcceafe, with the 
confent of the nobles of Sicily and Naples, I wedded 
Andrew of Hungary, brother to Lewis king of 
Hungary, by whom I had not any children 5 for 
he died a young man, at Aix in Provence*. 

* Aiter his death, they married me to Charley 



• She had him ipurdered, and thrown out of a window *tt 

,4ver{a, where he l^y for feveral days, and was at lad iiuerred 

fecretly by his nurfe, who was very fond of him, and a canon of 

* St. Janoarius, in the cathedral of Naples, '{lie whole (ale which 

Hie relates is very incofrcd. 
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prhicc of Taranto, by whom I had ^ daughter. 
The king of Hungary, being angry that his bro- 
ther died, made war on my hufband, the lord 
Charles, and took from him la Pug^a and Calabria : 
he alfo made him prifoner in battle, carried him to 
Hungary, where he died during his confinement. 

^ After this, with the confent of my nobility, I 
was united to James king of Majorca, who went to 
France for the lord Louis de Navarre to come and 
marry my daughter, but he died on the road. The 
king' of Majorca left me with the intention to re- 
conquer his kingdom of Majorca, which the king 
of Arragon kept from him by force ; for he had 
put his father to death in prifon, and difinherited 
the fon. I told the king, my huiband, that I was 
fufficiendy rich to maintain him in as pompous a 
ftile as he fliould pleafc; but he infifted fo much, 
and gave fuch plaufiblc reafons for recovering his 
inheritance, that I confcntcd, with a half willing 
njind, for him to aft as he pleafed ; ^but, on his 
departure, I particularly enjt)ined him to go to king 
Charles of France, and explain to him his bufincfs, 
and to follow what he fhould advife : this, how- 
ever, he totally neglefted to do, and ill confer 
quences refulted from it ; for he went to the prince 
of Wales, in whom he had greater confidence than 
in the king of France, who is my relation, and who 
promifed to aflift him in his undertaking. 

' However, during the time he was on this expe- 
dition, I wrote and fent ambaifadors'to the kingttf 
France, to defire he would fend me a nobleman of 
the blood royal, to whom I might give my daughter, 

. that 
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that our territories ihould not be without heirs. 
The king of France attended to my propofals, for 
which I thank him, and-fent me his coufin Robert 
d'Artois, whom I married to my daughter. 

' Holy father, my hufband, the king of Majorca, 
died during his expedition : I then married the 
lord Otho of Brunfwick. The lord Charles Du- 
razzo, feeing that the lord Otho would enjoy my 
inheritance duringmy life, made war upon us, and 
took us prifoners in the Caftle del Ovo, when the 
fea was fo high that it feemed to cover us. We 
were all fo much frightened that we furrendered 
ourfelves, on our lives' being fpared. The lord 
Charles detained in prifon my hufband, myfelf, my 
daughter and her hufband fo long that the two lafl: 
died. We gained our liberty afterwards by a treaty, 
which gave up to him la Puglia and Calabria \ and 
he now looks to inherit Naples, Sicily and Pro- 
vence J for which reafon he fceks alliances every 
where, and will fet afidc the rights of the church 
as foon as I ihall be dead^ or at leaft he will do 
every thing in his power to accomplifli ib 

* Wherefore, hply father, as I wifh to acquit my- 
felftowards God, you, and the fouls of my prede- 
ceflbrs, I now place in your hands alt the territories 
which belong to me, of Sicily, Naples, la Puglia, 
Calabria and Provence, and give them up to you 
to difpofe of to whomfoever (hall be to you the moft 
agreeable, and who fhall be able to conquer tl^ein 
from our enemy Charles Durazzo.* 

Pope Clement heard this fpeech with pleafure, 
and received the gift in great reverence^ replying, 

'My 
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^ My daughter of Naples, we will take Aich mca- 
fures that your territories fball have an heir of your 
Doble and powerful blood, and who Ihall be fully 
able to refill all who may wiQi to oppofe him/ . 

Public and authentic a<5ts were drawn up of all 
thefc gifts, fo that they might in future eftablifh the 
right, and make every thing clear to (hofe who ii\ 
times to come may hear of them*. 






CHAP. XIX. 

POPE CLEMENT GOES TO AVJGNON. HE MAKES 

THE DUKE QF ANJOU MAGNIFICENT PRE-- 
SENTS. — SIR SILVESTER BUDl^S AND I^IS COM-* 
PANIONS ARE SEHEADEp, 

TTZHEN the queen of Naples ^nd the lord Otho 
^^ of Brunfwick had concluded with the pope, 
the objeft of their journey to Fondi, and had re- 
mained there to amufe themfelves as long as they 
chofe, they took leave, and returned to Naples, 
Pope Clement thought it would not be for his ad- 
vantage to remain longer fo near Rome. Having 
learnt that Urban and the Romans were labouring 
hard to gaii> the love of the Neapolitans and the 
lord Charles Durazzo, he was alarmed left the 
roads to Avignon Ihbuld be fo blocked up by fea 
and land that he would "not get thither, which he 
was very defirous to accomplifti. 



• For further accOnnts of her life. See Baylc's diaionary. 

What 
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What made him the more eager to arrive at 
Avignon was his wifh to prcfcnt as a gift, without 
prejudice or violation, thofe rights which the queen 
of Naples had given him over the kingdoms of Na- 
ples and Sipily, to the duke of Anjou, and which 
had been legally figned and fealed. 

He therefore prudendy arranged /hU affairs in 
iecret, and embarked on board the g^eys which 
had been fent from Arragon, attended by his c?w- 
dinals and their families : having favourable winds, 
they arrived, without accident, at Marieilles, to the 
great joy of the people in thofe parts : thence the 
pope went to Avignon, and fent information of his 
arrival to the king of France and his brothers, who 
were much pleafed thereat. 

The duke of Anjou who at that time refided at 
Tpuloufe, waited on him. The pope, immediately 
on- his arrival, prefented him with all thofe powers 
with which the queen of Naples had invefted him. 

The duke of Anjou, who was ever ambitious to 
be poffcfled of Iv>nours and large poficflions, re- 
ceived thefc gifts moft gratefully, and accepted them 
for himfclf and his heirs, telling his holinefs, that 
as foon as he was able, he would vifit thofe coun- 
tries with fuch a force as fliould enable him to refifl: 
all the enemies of the queen of Naples. The duke 
remained with the pope about fifteen days, and 
then returned to Touloufe to the duchefs and his 
children. The pope gave the command of his men 
at arms Hb fir Bernard de la Salle and to Florimond 
Guerrier. 

At this period, there was m Tufcany; a right va- 
liant 



been more for his honour, and for that of his 
friend, had he been fo the day he was brought 
there ; for he and another fquire of Brittany, called 
William Boileau, were afterwards beheaded in the 
city of Mafcon by order of pope Clement. They 
were fufpcfted of treachery, on^ account of having 
cfcaped from the prifons in Rome, no one knew 
how, and had come to Avignon, where they were 
arretted. 

The cardinal of Amiens was the author of their 
arreft -, for he hated them ever fince the wars in 
Italy, when they had killed fpme of his baggage^ 
horfes, and feized a large quantity of money and 
gold and filver plate, which Silvefter had diftri- 
buted among his followers, by way of pay, being 
unable othcrwife to fatisfy them. The cardinal was 
much enraged at this condud, and fecretly charged 
them with treafon. On their arrival at Avignon, 
they were feized, and accufed of treacheroufly in- 
tending to betray the pope : they were then fent 
to Mafcon, when both were inftandy beheaded. 

In this date were affairs in thofe diftant countries. 
Sir Bertrand du Guefclin was indignant againit the 
pope and cardinals on account of the djcath x>f his 
coufin Silvefter Budes ; and, if he had lived a little 
longer, he would have fhewn, or have caufed it to 
have been fhewn them, that it was very difpleafing 
to him. 

We will, for the prefent, leave thefe matters, and 

fpeak of the war in Flanders, which began about 
this time. The people were very murderous, and 
cruel^ and multitudes were (lain or driven out of 

the 
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the country. The country itfelf was {o much 
ruined that it was faid a hundred years would not 
reflore it to the fituation it Was in before the war. 
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CHAP. XX. 

tHE StATB OF FLANDERS BEFORE tHE WAR.— 

i'HE CAUSES OF THE DISPUTES BiTWEEN THE 

$ARL OF FLANDERS AND THE FLEMINGS.— 

JOHN LYON INTRODVCES THE DISTINCTION OF. 

WHITE rtOOt)S. 

T5EFORE the comnnencement of* thefe wars in 
•*-^ Flanders, the country was fo fertile, and every 
thing ifi fuch abundance, that it was marvellous to 
l*ee i and the inhabitants of the principal towns 
lived in very grand ftate. 

You mitft know, that this war originated in thiff 
J>fide and hatred that fevcral of the chief towns bore 
to each other : thofe of Ghent againft thofe of 
Bruges, and others in like manner, vying with each 
other through envy. However, thi^ could not 
have created a war without the cbnfent of their lord 
the earl of Flanders, who was fo much loved and 
feared that ho one dared to anger him. 

The carl, being wife and prudent, carefully 
avoided encouraging a war between his vaflals ; for 
he forefaw, that if any difference (hould arifc be- 
tween him and them, he would be much weakened 
and lefs formidable to his neighbours. He carefiiUy 
avoided war for another reafon, confidering it as 

deflruiflive 
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been fflbre for his honour, and for that ot his 
friend, had he been fo the day he was brought 
there ; for he and another fquire of Brittany, called 
William Boileau, were afterwards beheaded in the 
city of Mafcon by order of pope Clement. They 
were fufpcfted of treachery, on^ account of having 
cfcaped from the prifons in Rome, no one knew 
how, and had come to Avignon, where they were 
arretted. 

The cardinal of Amiens was the author of their 
arreft -, for he hated them ever fince the wars in 
Italy, when they had killed fpme of his baggage-^ 
horfes, and feized a large quantity of money and 
gold and filver plate, which Silvefter had diftri- 
buted among his followers, by way of pay, being 
unable otherwife to fatisfy them. The cardinal was 
much enraged at this condud, and fecretly charged 
them with treafon. On their arrival at Avignon, 
they were feized, and accufed of treacheroufly in- 
tending to betray the pope : they were then fent 
to Mafcon, when both were inftantly beheaded. 

In this date were affairs in thofe diftant countries. 
Sir Bertrand du Guefclin was indignant againit the 
pope and cardinals on account of the djcath x>f his 
coufin Silvefter Budes ; and, if he had lived a little 
longer, he would have fhewn, or have caufed it to 
have been (hewn them, that it was very difpleafing 
to him. 

We will, for the prefent, leave thefe matters, and 
fpeak of the war in Flanders, which began about 
this time. The people were very murderous and 
cruel, and muUitudes were (lain or driven out of 

the 
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the country^ The country itfelf was {o much 
ruined that it was faid a hundred years would not 
reflore it to the fituation it Was in before the war. 

CHAP, XX. 

The StATB OF FLANDERS BEFORE tHE WAR.— • 

THE CAUSES OF THE DISPUTES BiTWEEN THE 

$ARL OF FLANDERS AND THE FLEMINGS.— 

JOHN LYON INTRODUCES THE DISTINCTION OF 

WHITE rtOOt)S. 

TiEFORE the comnnencement of* thefe wars in 
•*-^ Flanders^ the country was fo fertile, and every 
thing ih fuch abundance, that it was marvellous to 
l*ee i and the inhabitants of the principal towns 
lived in very grand ftate. 

You muft knowj that this war originated in thiff 
J>ride and hatred that fevcral of the chief towns bore 
to each other : thofe of Ghent againft thofe of 
Bruges, and others in like manner, vying with each 
other through envy. However, thi^ could not 
have created a war without the cbnfent of their lord 
the earl of Flanders, who was fo much loved and 
feared that ho one dared to anger him. 

The carl, being wife and prudent, carefully 
avoided encouraging a war between his vaflals ; for 
he forefaw, that if any difference (hould arife be- 
tween him and them, he would be much weakened 
and lefs formidable to his neighbours. He carefiiUy 
avoided war for another reafon, confidering it as 

deflruiflive 
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dcftniftivc to all poffeffions, although at laft he 
was forced to it : he had hitherto reigned in great 
profpcrity and peace, and had as many pleafurcs 

^ and enjoyments as any earthly lord can have. 

The wars which enfued were caufed by fo trifling 
an event, that if the earl had poflcffcd any pru- 
dence, it ought not to have produced that effedl ; 
and thofe who read this book, or who may have it 
read to them, will fay, that it was the work of the 
devil. You know wife men think the devil, who 
is fubde and full of artifice, labours night ahd day 
to caufe warfare wherever he finds peace and Har- 
mony, and fecks by diftant means, and by degrees, 
how to accomplilh his ends* And thus it fell out 
ih Flanders, as you will clearly fee fuid learn from 
the different treaties and ordinances which follow, 
relative to thefe matters. 

During the time that earl Lewis of Flanders was 

"in his grcateft ^rofperity, there was a citizen of 
Ghent called Jofin Lyon : he was wife, fubtle and 
bold, but cruel, enterprifing and cool in bufinefs, 
and very much in favour with the earl, as it fhould 

, feem; for he employed him to aflaflinate, in a fe- 

* cret way, a man of Ghent, that was difagreeable to 
him, and who afted contrary to the wiflies of the 
carl. John Lyon fought a quarrel with him, and 
killed him. 

This man was gready lamented by all j and, for 

grief of what he had done, John Lyon went and 

refided at Douay, where he lived for three years, 

keeping a handfome ftate, for which the barl paid. 

John Lyon, on account of this murder, was in- 

ftandy 



97 

ftantly deprived of every thiiig he had itt the city 
of Ghent, and banifhcd from it for four years. 

The earl managed fo as to make up the matter 
and recover for him the freedom he had loft, of 
Ghent, which was a circumftance not before heard 
of, ^d icveral in Ghent and Flanders were much 
aftoniftied at it, but fo it happened. In addition 
to this, the earl, that he might enrich himfclf and^ 
live well, made him deacon of the pilots : this office 
might b« worth to him a tboufand francs a-year, 
doing honeftly his duty. Thus was John Lyon fo 
«nuch in the good graces of the earl that no one 
was equal to him. 

At this time, there Was a family in Ghent Called 
the Matthews : they were fcvcn brothers, and the 
moft confiderable of all the pilots* Among thefc 
fevea brothers Was one named Gilbert Matthew, 
who was rich, wife, fubtle, and more enterprizing 
than any of his family. This G'dbert bore in fecret 
a great hatied to John Lyon, becaufe he faw him 
fo much in favour with the earl ; and he occupied 
his thoughts, c^ay and night, how he could fup- 
plant him. He fometimes inclined to have him 
flain by his brothers, but gave it up for fear of the 
earl. He thought/o much on this fubjedt that at 
laft he hit upon a plan to accomplifli it : however, 
I will firft tell you the real caufe why they hated 
each other, that you may the more fully under- 
ftand it. * 

There exifted formerly, in the town of EJeynfe, 
a mortal hatred between two pilots and their fami-^ 
lies : one. was called Peter Guillon, and the other 

Vol. V- - H John 
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John Ba|-bc. Gilbert Matthew and his brothefs 
were connefted by bldod t6 one of* thefd families, . 
and John Lyon, by fimilar ties, to the other. This 
hatred was fot a long time nou^ifhed in fecret, 
though they fometirties fpoke, and evert eat and 
drank with each other } and Gilbert nxade more of 
this connexion than John Lyon did. Gilbert, 
without ftriking a blow, bethought himfelf of a 
cunning contrivance. 

The earl of Flanders refided fometimes tt Ghent : 
Gilbert, during thefe refidences, got acquainted 
with one of the earl'-s chamberlains, who was at* 
tached to bis perfon, and faid to him ; ^ If my lord 
of Flanders pleafed, he might gain, every year, a 
handfome revenue from the pilots, who now pay 
nothing t . it might t^e levied on the foreign trade, 
provided John Lyon, who is deacon of the pilots, 
would acquit himfclf honeftly.' The chamberlain' 
faid he would inform the earl of it, which he did. 
The earl (like other great lords, who naturally wifh . 
for gain, and Who do not forefce the confcquences, 
but*only feek to get the money into their hands) 
told his chamberlain to bring Gilbert Matthew to 
him, ahd he would hear what he had to fay. 

Gilbert was introduced, ai]id, in xionverfation, 
made ufe of fuch arguments as appeared reafonajblc 
to the earl, who replied, ^ It is well : let it be fo.' 

John Lyon was immediately called into the apart*- 

ment', in prefence of Gilbert Matthew,- quite igno*- 

rant of what had paffed, when the earl opened the 

bufinefs to him, and added, ' John, if you choofe> 

Ve may gain much wealth by this fchcmc.' 

John 



99 

John was indfced loyal in his Employments but 
faw this was not a reafonablc demand : being un- 
willing to fpeak to the contrary, he replied * My 
lord, what you have requiredi which it feems GU- 
- bert has propofed, I cartnot execute myfclf> for it 
. will be too heavy upon the marinefs.* 

^ John/ anfwered the earli * if you will exert 
yourfclfi the bilfinefs will be done.* 

* My lord,' replied John^ ^ I will then do every 
thing in my power.* 

, • The conference broke Up, when Gilbert Matthew 
(whofe only aim wUs to ruin John Lyon in the 
mind of the earl, to deprive him of his officdj fo 
that;j being turned outi it might profit him) went 
to his fix broth^rsi and faid to them ] * It is now 
time to aflift me, which I hope you will do^ like 
good friends and brothers, for it is your caufe 1 am 
fighting. I will difcomfit John Lyon without 
ftriking a blew, and fo ruin him in the opinion of 
the earl that he fliall be more difliked by the earl 
than he had before bden liked. Nowj notwith- 
ftanding all I may fay or argue at the meeting to 
be holden, you muft refufe to comply: I will dif- 
fembie, and argue that if John Lyon Would faithr- 
fully acquit himfelf, this ordinance would be 
obeyed. I know fo well our lord, that fooner than 
give up his pointy , John Lyon will lofe his favour, 
as well as his office, which will be given to me j 
and, when I am in the pofleflion of it you will 
comply with the demand. We are very powerful 
" with the mariners of this town, fo diat none lof them 
will dare oppofc us. I will afcerwards fo manage 

H 2 ' that 
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that John Lyon (hafl be flain, and wc have our re- 
^ vangc without appearing in the matter.* 

All his brethren complied with this requeft. The 
meeting was held of the mariners, when John Lyon 
and Gilbert Matthew explained the will of the earl, 
who propofed, by a hew ftatute, to lay a tax on the 
navigation of the Lys and the Scheld. It appeared 
very burdenfome, and too great aftretch of power, 
particularly to the fix brothers of Gilbert, wh6 
were more firm and unanimous in their oppofition 
to it than all the reft. John Lyon, their deacon, 
was fecretly rejoiced at this 5 for he was defirous of 
TTiaintainifig all their ancient rights and privileges, 
and flattered himfelf that the brothers were in his 
favour, while they were a<5ting juft the contrary. 

John Lyon reported to the earl the anfwer of the 
mariners, adding, * My lord, it is a thing which 
cannot be done : much evil may refult from it : 
let things remain as they are, and do not attempt 
to introduce any novclcics.' This anfwer was not 
very pleafing to the earl, for he perceived that if 
the impoft were laid, and colle6ted in the manner 
lie had been told, he (hould have received every 
year from fix to kvcn thoufand florins of revenue : 
he therefore made no reply, but did not think lefs 
upon it, and had thofe mariners whom John Lyon 
found rebellious ftied by aftions and otherwife. 

On the other hand, Gilbert Matthew came to the 
earl and his council, to fay that John Lyon did not 
aft ifftW in this bufinefs j that if he had his office, 
he would fo manage the mariners that the earl of 
Flanders fhould have this revenue hereditarily. 

The 
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of France, wilhcd to lead them into Spain, to 
don Heniy dc Traftamafc, againft don Pedro king 
of Spain. 

Sir John Hawkwood and .his companions re- 
maihed in Italy, and wcrc'cmploycd by pope Urban 
as long as he lived in his wars in the Milanefe. 
Pope Gregory, fucccITor to Urban, engaged him 
in the fame manner. 

Sir John had alfo a profitable employment, un- 
der the lord de Coucy, againft the count de Vertiis 
and his barons; in which, fome fay, the lord de 
Coucy would have been flain, if fir John Hawk- 
. wood had not come to his afllftance with five hun- 
dred Combatants, which he was folcly induced ttf 
do becaufe the lord dc Coucy had married one of 
the king of England's daughters. This fir John 
Hawkwood, was a knight much inured to war, 
which he had long followed, and had gained great 
leniAwn in Italy from his gallantry. 

TTiie Romans, therefore, and Urban, who called 

liimfelf pope, rcfplved, oh Clement leaving Italy, to 

. lend lor Hawkwood, and appoint htm commander 

Inchief^ of all their forces; they made him large 

oStn of retaining him and his whole troop ai a 

' 'nmdibine fubfidy, which he accepted, and acquitted 

iitofelf loyally for it. 

■fy company mch the Romars, he defeated a 

body of Bretons under the command of 

fSilveftcr Budes j the greater part of whom were 

pilher Ilain or taUen : Silveftcr Budcs was carried 

prilbner to Rome, where he v 

ing beheaded. To lay thci 
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of John Lyon : he faid to his brothers (for he pro-* 
phccicd to them all that was to happen) i ^ Ceiv 
tai^ly> gentlemen, , John Lyon fufFers at this mo^ 
menty and keeps his head very low \ but he afts 
with good fenfe, and will contrive to throw us as 
low as we are now high. I will give you one piece 
of advice, which is, to kill him while we continue 
in the favour of my lord the earl : I can very eafily 
do it, if you charge me with this bufinefs, by which 
we ihall efcape all the danger^ add can eafily get acr 
quitted for his death/ 

His brothers} refufed to confent to this, faying 
he had not done them any wrong, and that no man 
ought to lofe his life but by the fentence of a judge. 

Things remained in this fituation for fome time, 
when the devil, who never deeps, put it into the 
heads of the people of Burges to make a canal 
from the river Lys : the earl agreed in their plans, 
and fent a-number of pioneers, with a body of men 
at arms to guard them. They had in former times 
' attempted to do this, but the citizens of Ghent ha4 
by force made them defift, 

- News was brought to GheAt, that the inha? 
bitants of Bruges were now intending to carry by 
force their old fdheme of making a canal to obtain 
the waters of the Lys, which would be very preju- 
dicial to them J fo that great murmurs arofe in 
Ghentj^ more particularly among the maripers, who 
were much affeded by it. They faid, that the 
people of Bruges Ihould not thus make a canal to 
^raw off the courfe of the river, as it would be the 
fuifi of the town. Some others faid> in m under? 
: ' hand 
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of France, wiflicd to lead thtm into Spain, to 
don Henry dc Traftamafe, againft don Pedro king 
of Spain. 

Sir John Hawkwood and his companions rc- 
maificd in Italy, and wcrc'employed by pope Urban 
as long as he lived in his wars in the Milanefe. 
Pope Grogory, fucccflbr to Urban, engaged him 
in the fame manner. 

Sir John had alfo a profitable employment, un- 
der the lord de Coucy, againft the count de Vertus 
and his barons; in which, fome fay, the lord de 
Coucy would have been flain, if fir John Hawk- 
wood had not come to hisafliftance with five hun- 
dred combatants, which he was folely induced td 
do becaufe the lord de Coucy had married one of 
the king of England's daughters. This fir John 
Hawkwood^ was a knight much inured to war, 
which he had long followed, and had gained great 
renown in Italy from his gallantry. 

The Romans, therefore, and Urban, who called 
himfelf pope, refolved, on Clement leaving Italy^ to 
fend for Hawkwood, and appoint him commander 
in chief of all their forcts : they made him large 
offers of retaining him and his whole troop at a 
handfome fubfidy, which he accepted, and acquitted 
himfelf loyally for it. 

Jn company with the Romars, he defeated a 
large body of Bretons under the command of 
Silvefter Budes j the greater part of whom were 
either flain or taken: Silvefler Budes was carried 
prifoner to Rome, where he was in great danger of 
being beheaded. To fay the truth, it would have 

been 
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any figns of ft s for it would not be a fit opp6rtii-» 
nity until the: bufincfs (hould be more fully afccr-. 
tained: he therefore made them greatly entreat 
hiiti before he would fpeak, or give any opinion on 
the fubjeft. When he was prevailed on to (pcak^, 
he faid j * Gentlemen, 'if you wifli t;o rifl^ this bufi-» 
hefs, and put an end to it, you muft renew an an- 
cient cuftbm that formerly fiibflfted in the town, of 
Ghent ; I mean, you muft firft put on white hoods, 
^nd choofe a leader, to whoni every one maylook^ 
and rally at his fignal.* 

This harangue was eagerly liftened to, ^nd they 
all cried out, * We will have it fo, we will have it 
fo ! now let us put on white hoods.' 

White hoods were diredlly made, and given out 
to thofe among them who loved war better than 
peace, and had nothing to lofe. John Lyon wai 
cleftcd chief of the white hoods. 

He very willingly accepted of this office, to re-» 
ycngc himfelf on his enemies, to embroil the towns 
of Ghent and Bruges with each other, and with the 
earl their lord. He was ordered, as their chief, to 
march againft the pioneers and diggers from Bruges^ 
and had with him two hundred fuch people as pre- 
ferred rioting to quiet. 

When Gilbert Matthew and his brothers faw 
the numbers of thefe white hoods, they were not 
too well plcafed : Stephen faid to his brothers, 
^ Did not I well forewarn you, that this John Lyoi| 
would difcomfit us ? It would have been better if 
I had been believed, and had been allowed to have 
killed him, than to have feen in him the fituation 

he 
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he is irt, or will be, through thefc white hoodi 
which he has rc-eftablifhed.* 

^ No, no,' replied Gilbert, ^ let me but fpeafe 
with my lord, and they (ball be put down. I am 
willing they Ihould accomplifh their enterprizc. 
againft the pioneers from Bruges, for the good of 
our town ; for, in truth, it will be completely 
ruined, if they be fufFered to proceed.' 

John Lyon ^d his rout, when they h^d all their 
white hoods, marched from Ghent, with the intcn* 
tion of killing the diggers ^nd thofe who guarded 
them^ News was foon carried to the pioneers, 
that a large force from Ghept was coming againft 
them : they were fo much afraid of the confc- 
quences they left their work, and retired to Bruges j^ 
^d none were bold epougb to return to their 
digging, 

John and his white hoods, not feeing any one, 
returned to Ghent : but they did not remain quiet, 
for they went up and down the town, looking at 
and examining every thing. John Lyon kept them 
in this ftate, and told fome of them in private to 
make themfelves comfortable, to eat and drink, and 
not to mind expenfe % for thofe (hould pay their 
fcore at a future time who would not now give 
them a farthing. 
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CHAP. XXI- 
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Jjy THE EXHORTATIONS OF JOHJi, LYON, TH5 
INHABITANTS OF CHKNT S^ND SOME OF THEIi^ 
PRINCIPAL CITIZENS TO THf EAI^L OF FLAlf- 
pE^S,^TQ PEMAND THE PRESERVATION OF 
THEI^ LIBERTIES AND FRANCHISES. — :-TH^ 
EARL REQUESTS THESjt CITIZENS TO AB0I|I5I| 
THE WHITE HOODS, 

Tr\URING the time of thefc white hoods, and in 
'^^ tbp fame weejc that they had pi arched, under 
^e Conduft of Johq Lyon, to peynfe, in fearch 
of the pioneers from Bruges, another cauf€S-pf 
diftruft originated at Ghent, by fome who wcr6 
alarmed for its fr^nchifes : they complained to 
^hofc who, hj the conftitution, were their ma- 
giftrates, that ^t Erclo* (a dependancc ort Ghent) 
one of their burgeffes was confined in the prifons 
of the earl, and that they had fummone4^ the bailifF 
of the earl to furrender him up, but he had refulcd, 
yrhich was direftly contrary to their privileges, and 
thus by little and little they were encroached upon. 
In former times, they were held fo high' and of 
fuch confequence^ and were then fo well defended^ 
that the noblcft knight of Flanders though? him- 
felf honoured by being a burgefs of Ghent. 
The magiftrates replied, ' W^ will cheerfully 
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write to the bailifF of Ghent on the part of the 
buxigcfs whom he detains in prifon, for him to fend 
hifiy to us 5 for, in truth, the powers of .his office 
do not extend fo far as to confine one of our bui^ 
geflcs in the prifons of the carl.' 

They a<5led accordingly, and wrote to the bailiff 
for the biirgcfs who was prifoner at Erclo. The 
JxiilifF, Roger d'Autermc, ^was advifed to fend the 
following aqfwer: * Ha, what a noife.is this about 
a mariner ? Were my prifoner ten times as rich a^ 
the one I have, I would never let him out of ray 
prifon without prders from the earl. I have 
powers to arreft, but none to fet free.* 

This fpeech was carried back, which gave much 
fiifpleafure ; they faid, he had proudly anfwered. 

By fuch, replies, and fuch unlucky accidents 
as the pioneers from Bruges wanting to dig oa 
the lands of Ghent, and the encroachments on the 
privileges of Ghent,' were that curfed crew called 
White Hoods introduced, and they became by de- 
grees more feared and renowned. It behoveth 
fuch a let to have among them madmen and fire- 
brands, to work upon the jtiore peaceable. 

This ftory of the burgefs of Ghent being de- 
tained in the earl's prifon at Erclo, and of the 
b^liff having refufed to give htqi his liberty, was 
foon fpread through the town of Ghent. Many 
began to murmur, and to fay it ought not to be 
fuffered j and that, from being too quiet about it, 
all the franchifcs of Ghent, which were fo noble, 
would be loft. 

m * - 
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the town of Ghent in fuch a manner with its lord 
that it would be impoffiblc to fetde it without Ibfs, 
was not forry when he heard thefc words, aiv3 
wiftied they had been ftiU ftronger : he continue^ 
to fpread fecret rumours in different parts of the 
town, * that never could the jurifdiftions or prn 
vileges of any town be properly maintained when 
once offices are put tp falc.* He intended this in 
allufion to Gilbert Matthew, meaning to fay that 
he had bought the deaconfhip : he had alfo added 
a new debt to the navigation, which was greatly 
againft the franchifes of Ghent and their ancient; 
privileges. 

The earl now received, every year, three or 
four thoufand francs, befides what he had from 
ancient cuftom, which c^ufcd many complaints 

from merchants ^s well as from the mariners i 
infon^uch that thofe of Valenciennes, Douay, 
LiiJe, Bethune, and Toumay, began to think oif 
giving up their commerce with Qhent, by which 
greater ruin would be brought upon the town, 
and very foon their franchifes would be fo negledled 
^s to be worth nothing, if no one ftood forward 
in the fupport of them. 

Gilbert Matthew and the deacon of die fmal) 
craft, who was his relation, had fuch j^xreches daily 
rung in their ears: they knew Aey came jSx)i» 
John Lyon, but they dared not attempt to remedy 
it; for John had pofled white hoods in varioqt 
parts of the town, and had inlifted aitio^g them 
the boldeft and moft outrageous, fo that they were 
lifr^d to attack them : befides, Jolw Lyon never 
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went abroad alone, for when He quitted his hoitfe 
he was furroundcd by two or three hundred white 
boodSi and never went down the town but in cafes of 
nbfol utc neceflity . He always made himfelf be much 
entreated before he would give any advice on eveiiti 
which happenedj at home or abroad, agaiofl: the 
privileges of the town. 

Whenever he did give advice or harangue the 
|>eoplc, he fpokc fo well, and with fo much art, 
that his auditors were highly pleafed with his lan- 
guage: they commonly were unanimous in be- 
lieving all he fpoke as truth. 

John Lyon, with much art, thus harangued : 
* I do not fay that we Ihould any way weaken or 
diminifh the inheritance of my lord of Flanders i 
for, if we wifhed it, we are not able to do it : 
reafon and jufticc forbid it. I am, therefore^ of 
oipinion, that we ihould be cautious how by any 
event we may incur his difpleafure ; for every fub^ 
je6t ought to be on good terms with his lord. The 
earl of Flanders is oiir good lord, ipqch feared 
jand renowned : he has always maintained us in fuH 
peace and profperity, which we ihould ever ac- 
knowledge, and endure the more (as we are 
boundcn to do) than if he had haraiTed us, and 
made it difficult for us to keep our own. True it 
is, that at this prefeiit moment, he is wickedly ad- 
vifcd againft us and the franchifes of the good 
town of Ghent 2 that we of Ghent arc no more in 
his good graces is apparent by the diggers (he re- 
iiding in Bruges), who came to break in on our 
inheritance^ and carry away our river, by which 
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ftcaftirfc Our good town woiild have bech quiti 
fbined. In addition to this^ he intends to build a 
caftle at-Deynfe in oppofition to us and to hara& 
us J and we know that the people of Bruges have 
promifed him^ for fome rime paft, th^t they would 
pay him from ten to twelve thduifand francs a^ 
year, if they could have the advantage of the river 
Lys; I would therefore advife, that the good town 
of Ghent Ihoiild fend to him fome learned men, 
well informed of our affairs, who would remon- 
ftrate wifely and boldly with him on all thefe mat-^ 
ters, and alfo rcfpefting the burgefs who is in pfi'i- 
fon at Ercloy whom his bailiff will not give up, Sic 
which the town is not pleafcd; as well as on other 
affairs fefptdling oUr town. After having remon- 
ftrated with him on thefe things^ let them in- 
form him, that neither himfelf rfior advifers ijrtlft 
imagine that we are {6 diftieartened, that, if there 
Ihould be dccafion, we are not able ^nd deter*- 
mined . to rcfift i and that, after the town IhaH 
have had his anfwers, the good men of Ghent will 
take proper meafures to punifh thofe who fliall aft 
with hoftility towards them. V 

When J 6hn Lyon had coYicluded this oration in 
the fquare of the market-place, each man faid^ 
^ He has well fpoken? he has well Ipokenj* and 
then they all retired to their own homes. 

Gilbert Matthew was not prefent at this ha- 
rangue of John Lyon ; ^or he already was afraid 
of the white hoods ; but his brother^ Stephen, had 
been there, who was ever foretelling what was to 
happen : he faid on his return, * I have told you 
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truly, and I have always fo faid, thati by Go4> 
John Lyon will be the ruin of us all. Curfed be 
the hout when you would not conlent to my pro- 
pofel J for > had you fufFercd me -to have killed 
himi I tould then have eafily done it -, but now he 
is out of our reach, and we (Jare not attempt even 
to hurt him, for he has more poWer in this town 
thah the earl himfelf/ 

Gilbert, replying, faidi '-Hold thy tongue, 
fool : whenever I pleafe, with the affiftahce of my 
lord I can put down thefe white hoods i and fomc 
of them who now wear them will not, in a fhort 
time, havjc heads to put them on.* 

Several of the moft difcreet men of the town 
were ordered to wait on the earl as ambaflfadors ; 
arid I believe that Matthew Gilbert, the deacon of 
the pilots, was one of thofe chofen to go thither. 
John Lyon was the caufe of this, becaufe, if they 
fhould bring, back any harfh ^ anfwcr, he would 
(hare the difgrace of it. 

They departed, and found the earl at Male*, 
and managed the bufinefs fo well that at lafl: the 
earl affented to all their demands, as well in regard 
to the priforier detained at Erclo, as in his inten- 
tions to prefcrve inviolate all their franchifes, and 
alfo in forbidding the people of Bruges ever again 
to dig on the territories belonging to Ghent. All 
this he promifed j and, the more to pleafe the ci- 

* It woald feem from Bleau*s grand, atlas, that the domain 
and park of Male had been drowned by the Tea fmc^ this time. 
The earl of Flanders was born there, and thence called Louis de 
Male. 
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tizens of Ghent^ he engaged to Qommind the eanat 
which the mcnx)f Bruges had dug to be completely 
filled up again* They quitted the earl very ami* 
cably, and returned to Ghent i when they related 
all that had pafTed with their Ipr^i and how Willing 
he was to maintsun all their franchifes ^ but he re- 
quefted,' a3 a proof of their friendfhipj that the 
white hoods Ihould be laid aflde* As thefe words 
were fpeaking, the officers of the carl btought 
in their prifoner from ErdOj and furreqdered hina 
up, by way of re-eftablifhing peace according to 
the orders they had received, which caulcd great 
•joy in the town of Ghent. 

John Lyon the chief of the white hoods, was 
prefent when the above anfwer was received, at- 
tended by ten or twelve of the principal of his 
rout. When they heard the earl's requcft for the 
white hoods to be laid afide, they were filent j but 
John Lyon addreflcd the meeting, and faid, * My 
good people, you know and fee clearly at preient 
the value of thefe white hoods : have they not pre- 
fervcd for you, and do they not guard better your 
franchifes, than thofe of red and black, or hoods 
of any other colour ? Many are they who are afraid 
of them ; but be aflured, and remember I tell you 
fo, that as foon as the white hoods {hall be laid 
afide, according to. the ordinance which my lord 
wilhes to have ilJTued againft them, I will not give 
three farthings for all your privileges.' This 
fpeech fo deceived the people that they fcparated, 
and the greater part returned to their homes, fay- 
ing, ' Let him manage the bufinefs s for he ipcaks 
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truth, aiid we liave never fcen any thing ih tiim 
biit what was for the advantage and honour of the 

town.' i 

• • • y ■ t 

'things remained in this ftate, and John Lyon 
in greater danger of his life than before : upon 
which he forhidd ^ plan, Which ht afterwiMs 
executed i fol- he cleaHy law that Gilbert Mat- 
thew had, in this embaflky to the earl, Inftigited 
fome mifchief againft him and his coitipanibns, 
notwithftanding thcf friendly anfwers which the 
earl had fenti He therefore refolved to counter- 
Work his enerbifes, and gave fecret orders to the 
Icadehs of the white ho6ds> and to thofe who com- 
manded the companies of hundreds atid of fifties, 
to keep their meri day and night on their guard 
well armed, and, on the firft appcafance of any 
ihovenient, to Ifiarch to hirti j for it would be 
better to kill than to be killed, IlnCe affairs were 
brought to fuch a pafs. 

Thefe orders were punftually oblefVed, and they 
Were exaft in keeping tbemfelves in readinefe. 
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CliAP. XXll. 

THE WttltE HOODS MURDER THE BAltlfF OF 
GHENT IK THE MIDST OF ThE MARKET. — ^ 
TilE HOUSES AND COODS OF THE FAMILY Of 
THE MATTHEWS ARE DESTROVED.-— A GRANP 
CONFUSION IN GHENT. 

'p^OT long afterwards, the baiJifF of Ghcnt^ 
'^^^ Roger d'AutermCj came to toWn with full, 
two hundred horfe, in order to execute what had 
been planned between the carl, Gilbert Matthew 
and his brothers. 

. . The bailiff, with his two hundred men, galloped 
up the ftrcets, with the banner of the earl in his 
hand unto the market-place, where he halted, and 
ported hi^ banner before him. Gilbert Matthew, 
his brothers, and the deacon of the fmall craftj 
immediately went thither. It had been determined ■ 
that thefe men at arms (hould march inftantly to 
the houfe of John Lyon, and arrcft him as chief 
of the white hoods, with fix or feven others, the 
moft culpable, carry them to the caftle of Ghent^ 
and immediately cut their heads off. 

John Lyon fufpefted fome fuch thing ; for he 
had received fecret intelligence from his fpies^ 
fcattered over different parts of the town. He 
knew of the Arrival of the bailiff, and faw it was a 
thing determined upon. The other white hoods 
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Were informed that this day had been fiied on t6 
arrcft them, and were therefore ready prepared 
and alfembled near the houfe of John Lyoni who 
was waiting for them : they came in bands of tlSn 
and twenty, andi as they marched iipi they formed 
in the ftreet : when they were all affemblbd, they 
Mrere full four hundred. John Lyon mat-ched off 
as fierce as a lion, faying, ^ Let us [advance againlt 
thefe traitorsj who wifh to ruin the town of Ghent* 
I thought all thbfe fine fpeeches which Gilbert 
Matthew brought back the other day were only 
ttieant for oiii- deftrudtion, and to lull us afleep ; 
but we will make him pay dcariy for them/ 

He and his roiit advanced haftily : they iricreafed 
very much by the way ; for there were thofc who 
joined him that had not as yet put on the white 
hoods, who cried ouf, * Treafon ! treafbn ! ' 

They marched^ by a roundabout way and a 
narrow ftreet, to the corn marketj where the bai- 
liff, who reprefcnted the earl, had pofted himfelf. 

Gilbert Matthew and his brethren, the moment 
they faw John Lyon and the white hoods enter 
the market-place, left the bailiff, and ran away as 
faft as they could 3 and neither order nor array 
Was bbferved, except by the men at afttis whom 
the bailifF had brought thither. 

Immediately on the arrival of John Lyon in. the ' 
inarket-ptecc, with the white hopds, a large, body 
of them advanced towards the bailiff ; ar^ with- 
out faying a word, he was feiied, thrown on the 
ground and flaio. The banner of the carl was 
then dragged through dxe dirt, and torn to pieces j 
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/ but not one man, except the bailiff. Was touched. 
They then coUcftcd round John Lyon. 

When the earl's men at arms law the bailiff 
dead, and their banner torn to pieces, they were 
thunderftruck, and, like men defeated, took to 
flight, and left the town. 

You may eafiljr imagine that Gilbert Matthew 
and his brethren, who were known to be th^ enc- 
*mies of John Lyon and the white hoods, did not 
think themfelves very fafe in their houfcs : they 
therefore fet out as fpeedily as they could, and 
quitted the town through bye ftreets, leaving their 
wives, children and goods behind them. They 
made what hafle they could to the earl of Flanders, 
to whom they related all that had happened, and 
the death of his bailiff. 

The earl was forely afHifted at this intelligence, 
as well he might, for they had * treated him with 
great contempt : he was much enraged, and fworc 
that he would have ample revenge before he ever 
returned to Ghent, and before they fhould have 
peace from him, fo that all other towns ftiould 
take an example from it. Gilbert Matthew and 
his brothers remained with the earl. 

John Lyon and the white^ hoods prefevered in 
their outrages : after the death of the bailiff, and 
the flight of the men at arms, as no one offered to 
revenge this murder, John, who wifhed to ruin 
the Matthews (for he bore them deadly hatred), 
faid, ' Come, let us go after thofe wicked traitors 
who this day intended to have deflroyed the town 
of Ghent.' They hafteneddown the ftreets to the 
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rcfidcncc of the Matthews, but found none, for 
they had all gone off. They were fought for in 
every room throughout the houfes of the adjoining 
ftrcets j and, when they were convinced they were 
gone, John Lyon was much vexed. He gave up 
to his companions all their goods, when the houfirs 
were completely pillaged and razed to the ground, 
fo that no veftige remained, as if they had been 
traitors to the whole body of tlxf town. 

When they had done this deed, they retired to 
their home^ j nor was there a fheriff, or any other 
officer belonging to the earl or to the town, who 
faid they had aded wrong : indeed, at that time 
all were afraid to fay a word againft them : for the 
white hopds were fo numerous that none dared to 
provoke them, and thc:y paraded the ftreets in 
large bodies without any oppofition. It was faid 
both within and without the town, that they were 
conneded with fomc of the ih^rifFs and rith men 
in Ghent, which was not unlikely j for fuch a nif- 
fianly crew would never have dared to flay fo noble 
a man as Roger 4'Auterme, bailiff of Ghent> hold- 
ing the banner of the earl in his hand at the time, 
if they had' not depended on fome good and able 
fupporters in their wicked afts. They afterwards 
iocreafed fo much as to want no foreign aid, and 
beeame fo powerful that none were bold enough 
to oppofe any thing they thpught proper to under- 
take, 

Roger d'Auterme wa? carried away by the Friar 

Minors to their church, where he was by them 

burled. 
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After this event, feveral of the wifeft and richeft 
citizens in Ghent began to murmur, and were 
jnuch vexed : they faid among thcmfelves, that a 
great outrage had been con^niitted when the carP^ 
bailiff had thus been murdered in the execution of 
his office; and that their lord would be juftly of- 
fended, and never grant them peace : that thefc 
wicked people had put the town to the hazard of 
being totally deftrpyed, if God did not fpeedily 
^fford a remedy. 

Notwithflanding a|l thefe words,' there was not 
one among thern who had courage perfonally to 
correft or reprove the aqthors of thefe atrocities. 

John de Faucille, who at that tinie was a man 
ipuch renowned for his wifdom in Ghent, on findr 
ing things carried to fuch lengths as the murdering 
of the earl's bailiff, thought it piuft end badly : 
that he might not be fufpefted by the earl, he left 
the town privately, and went to a handfomc coun- 
try-houfe which he had near Ghent, and there re- 
ftiained, having given orders to tell every one he 
was yery unwell and melancholy, apd could fee 
pone but his own people. Eyeiy d^y, however^ 
lie had news from Ghent; for he had left there 
the greater part of his family^ his wife, his childreq 
and his friends ; and thus he difTcmbled for a con- 
nder4ble time. 
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CHAP. XXIII, 

TWELVE CITIZENS OF GHENT ARE DEPUTED TO 

THE EARL OF FLANDERS. THE WHITE HOODS 

1»ILLAGE AND BURN THE 6ASTLE OF ANDRB- 
pHIEN*, OF WHICH THE EARL WAS VERY FOND. 

^TT^HE goo^ people of Ghent, who were rich and 
•■• induftrious, and had wives, families ^nd for- 
tunes in the town and neighbourhood, wifhing as 
they did to live? in an honourable way, were not 
well pleafed to fee things in this fituation, and were 
very fenfible how ill they had aftcd towards their 
lord ; they therefore cqnfulted among themfelves 
how they could beft remedy this ill deed, and 
throw thenifdves on his mercy, f6r it wsfe better to 
do fo foon than late. They called a council, iri 
which it was debated what moft profitable mea^i 
they could ufe to faye their own honours, and to 
promote the advantage of the town, John Lyoti 
and the other leaders of the white hoods were in- 
vited to this council ; otherwife they would not 
have d^red to have holden it. 

Many propofals were made, and long debate© 
cnfued j but at laft they determined unanimoufly 
to elcdt twelve of the moft refpeftable of the inha- 
bitants, \yho fhould folicit mercy and pardon for 
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the murder of the bailifF: and if by this they coul4 
obtain peace, it would be a good thing; but every 
perfon mud be i^glu4ed in this peace, and nothing 
moved in the bufinpfs hereafter. 

' Thi3 refolutlon was aded upon, and twelve citi« 
?cn$ elected to wait on the earl, John Lyon k(ipt 
always faying, thkt it was right to be qn good terms 
with th^ir Iprd; but his wiflics w^re juft the cpn- 
trary, for he thought and faid internally, ' Things 
arc not yet in the fitu^tion I wijfh to put them in/ 
The determination of the council foon became 
public : ^he twelye deputies ft t off, and joyrncye4 
on until they came tq Mai?, whiprc, they fQun4.the 
earl, whp Q^ their approach was wondrous angry, 
^nd in a cruel paflion againd the inhabitants of 
Ghent, The twelve deputies a(5^cd well their parts 
by appearing contrite, and, with uplifted h^ds, ?n- 
treated hifp to have pity on theni^ They pleaded 
their e:t;cufe fpr the death of his bailiff, adding 5 
^ Dear lord, have mercy on us, fo th^t we niay 
carry peace back to the town of Ghentj> which 
Jpves yoq fo much ; and we engage, that for the 
time to come, |his outrage fhall be amply atone4 
^r by tl>pfe who have dope it or excitecj it, fo 
that you Ihall be fatisfied, ^nd that all large towns 
l}iall take example from it.' 

T'hcy fo long and affcftjonately folicit?d the earl 
that he reftrained his angpr ; and, by other good 
argunients vj^lpph fhcy prged, the aff^r was ar-j 
ranged and articles of peace drawn up. The earl 
was on the point of pardoning all the outrages comi-^ 
njitted againft him by thofe of Ghent, on their 
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m^ing the reparation agreed on, when other in* 
teUJgence arrived thr^t I will now relate. 

John Lyotty who had remained at Ghent, 
thought direftly the reverfe of what he had faid in 
^ the council, that it was proper to be on good terms 
with their lord. He knew for a certainty he had 
akeady To much irritated the earl, that he would 
never forgive him, and if his pardon were promifed, 
it would.bc through diffimulapon, which woiild end 
in his being put to cieath. He therefore chofe ra^ 
dier to throw afide all ihanili, iince he had entered 
fo far in the buiinefs, than to continue daily in the 
fear of his life ; and thus he afted. During ihc 
time the deputation was gone to the earl to folicie 
peace, he collected all the white hoods under his 
command, and the different handicrafts in the town 
the moft inclined to his way of thinking, and gained 
his end by great artifice ; for, when they were a(^ 
femWed, he faid to them ; 

' Gendemen, you well know how much we have 
angered my lord of Flanders, and upon what 
grounds wc have fent a deputation to him. Wc 
do not know what anfwer they will bnng back ; 
whether peace or war; for he is not of a temper* 
N^Iy appeafed, and he has near his perfon Gilbert 
l^^tthew and his brethren, who will not fail ta ex- 
citc'l^is anger. It is, therefore, a hundred to one . 
that 1^*^ have peace. It behoves us, if we fhould 
have wa\\ to look to ourfelves, and fee from whom 
we may g^t affiftanee, and by whom we may be 
fupported. You, deacon^ of the different trades, 
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do you drsw out info the fields to-^morrow your 
men, and we will fee ivfaat appcaiance they make; 
for it is ptoper we take meafures againft a furpriic. 
This will not coft us any thing, and will make u$ 
more feared/ 

They all anfwered, th^ he had well f^ken. 
This meafbrc was followed ; and, on the morrow^ 
they marched out of the gate leaiding to Qn^cs^ 
and drew up i^ a handfbme plain widiout Ghent^ 
called Andr^;hien« When they were all arrived^ 
John Lyon looked aifttiem with great plealinei 
for they were fiill ten thoufand, well aroKd ; and 
lkid> 'Here is indeed a handibme company/ When 
he had examined them for a fhort fpace, and had 
been all round them, h^ added : ^ I would propofe 
that we viiit my lord's houie, lince we are fo near 
to it. I have be^ told that he has laid thereiii 
many fh>res and provifions, which may be of great 
prejudice to the town of Ghent.* 

This was agreed tm ; and they marched to An- 
dreghien, which at the time was without guards or 
defence. They entered the houfe^ and b^an toi 
fearch idsrery where. The white hoods and their 
i^ribbald crew which had entered, very ibon de- 
fpoikd it, taking away whatever diey could lay their 
hands on. There were many rich jewels and 
clodies, for die earl kept there his wardrobe. Johq 
Lyon afieAed to be in a violent paflion at this coo- 
dud:, but was not ib in reality, as it afterwards ap* 
peared; for, after they had left the caflle and 
marched into die plain, on looking behmd themj 

they 



us 

diey faw the manfion in flames in twenty difibreqt 
places ; and, if they had entertained the inclination, 
it was not in their power to eictinguifli it. 

John Lyon, who pretended to be much furprifed^ 
cried out, ' How has this fire happened in my lord's 
tioufe ?' They anfwered, * By accident.' 

' Well,' replied he, * it cannot now be helped j 
^d it is ftill better that accident (hould have burnt 
it, than that we fhould. Evejy thing cpnfidered, 
it was but a dangerous neighbour j ^nd my lord 
might have eftablilhed a garriibn thereiq, which 
would have annoyed u? muclit' They all anfwcrcd| 
^ What you fay is true/ 

They then returned to Gfhpnt, and did notliing 
more that day ; but what they had done was mif- 
chief enough, fbr it coft afterwards two hundred 
thoufand lives, and was one of the principal caufts 
which ^nrage^ the e^rj of Flanders th<: moft, John 
Lyon had done it,' becaufe he wiftied not for peace ; 
lie well knew, that whatever treaty was entered into, 
it would be fealed y^ith his blood. 

This caftle of Andreghicn had coft th? earl of 
Flanders, in building and ornamenting, two hun- 
dred thoufand francs ; and he loved it in preference 
to all his other refidences. The well-intentioned 
inhabitants of Ghent, who were defirous of peace, 
were exceedingly hurt at this bufinefs ; but help it . 
they could not, nor did they dare to Ihew any 
fymptoms of anger, for the white hoods faid the 
caftle had been burnt accidentally. 

News of this was brought to the carl at Male : 
thofe who came faid } f My lofd, you do not know 
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that your beautiful houfe of Andrcghicn, which has 
coft you fuch fums to build, and of which you arc 
fo fond, is burnt to the ground/ * Burnt V replied 
the earl, who was mqch enraged at this intelligence. 
* Yes ; help me, God, if ic be not true.* * And 
by what means ?' * By an accidental fire, as they 
fay.* • Ha, ha,* anfwered the earl, ^ now it is all 
over: there (hall never be peace in Flanders as long 
as John Lyon lives : he has had this houie burnt in 
an underhapd manner, but he fhall dearly pay for 
it.* He then ordered the deputation from Ghent to 
come to him, and faidj * Ah wretches ! you fup^ 
plicate my favour with fword in hand. I had ac- 
ceded to every propofal you had made, according 
to your wifli j and your people have fetfire to and 
burnt the hoqfe I loved in preference to all my 
others. Do you think there had' not been fuflScient 
contempt fhewn me when they murdered my 
bailiff, while he was executing my orders, tore my 
b^ner, and trgd it under foot ? Know, that if my 
own honour were not concerned, and if you had 
not already obtained pafTports from me^ I would 
now. have you all beheaded. Quit my prefence, 
^nd tell thofe wicked and outrageous men of 
Ghentj that they fliall never haye peace, nor will I 
Jiften to any negotiation, until I (hall have given up 
to me all thofe whom I fhall point o\)t, and whom 
I will have bche^ed without mer<;y. • ^ 

Thefe citizens were c:i;ceedipgly hurt at the news 
they heard, and, like people who were perfedblj in-r 
nocent, endeavoured to cxcufc themfelvcs^j but 
m ygin> for the earl was fo much enraged hfi 
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would not hear thctn : he made them leave his pre- 
fence, when they mounted their horfes and returned 
to Ghent, and there related what they had done, 
and how well they had managed the bufinefs ; that 
they had fucceeded in obtaining an amicable fee** 
tlement with the earl, when the unfortunate event 
of the caftle being burnt came to his ^ars. After 
this, the earl threatdtiedthem greatly, and declared 
he would never confent to any peace until fucb of 
the townfmen as he (hould choofe were given up 
to him. 

The well-meaning inhabitants faw things were 
taking a bad turn, and that the white hoods had 
ruined all; but there were none bold enough to 
fpeak out. 

The earl of Flanders fet off with his attendants 
from Male, and came to his hotel at Lille, whither 
he fummoned all the knights of Flanders, and every 
gentleman dependant on him, to have their advice 
how he fhould a6t on this occafion, and by what 
means he fliould reVenge himfelf on the inhabitants 
of Ghent for the' contempt they had fhewm All 
the gentlemen of Flanders fwore to be true aad 
loyal to him, as every one ought to be towards 
their lord. The earl was much pleafed at this, 
and fcnt reinforcements to the garrifons in all his 
caftles at Deiidremonde, Ruffclmonde, Aloft, at 
Courtray and Audenarde* 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

tliE DEATH OF JOHN LYON.— THE MEN OF Gri^NT 
CHOOSE CAPTAINS TO COMMAND THEM.— SEVE* 
ItAL TOWNS IN iTLANDERS ALLY THEMSELVES 
WITH GHENT. 

"JOHN Lyon was rejoiced when he found the cj^rl 
^ of Flanders in earileft, and (b much enraged 
againft Ghent that he woiild not grant them peace ; 
and that, by his manceuvresi he had pUihed matters 
fo forward that the town would be obliged to make 
war whether it would or not. He faid publicly 5 
* You hearj gendcmen, how our lord, the fcarl of^ 
Fianders, is making preparations againfl: you, and 
will not liften to any terms of peace : I therefore 
would advife, for greater fecurity^ that before we 
fhall be more oppreffed, we know what towns of 
FJanders will give us their fupport. I will anfwer 
for thofe of Gramont not being againl): us^ but on 
the contrary they will aflift us, as well as thofe of 
Gourtray, which is in our caftlewick, and within 
our jurifdiftion. But as for thofe of Bruges, they 
are proud and haughty^ and it has been by their 
means all this mifchief has been fomented : it there- 
fore becomes us to march againft them, in fuch 
force, that through fair or foul means, they unitcf 
thcmfclves with us.' All prefent anfwered, that 
his advice was good* 

In courfe of time, every one that was to go on 
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this 'cxJ>e4ition made himfclf ready. WhcA they 
Were all duly prepared, in a manner becoming 
them, they marched from Ghent, in number from 
nine to ten thoufand men, carrying with them a 
large train of (lores and provifioni The firft day, 
they halted at Deynfe : on the morrow, they ad- 
, vanced within a fhort league of Bruges, when the/ 
drew up in order of battle, in the plain, with theit 
baggage in the rear* John Lyon ordered the dea* 
cons of the trades to go into Bruges, and know 
their intentions* They advanced thither, but found 
the gates Ihut and well guarded* When they there- 
fore informed them what their bufincfs was, th< 
guards faid, they would cheerfully go and tell it tp 
the burgomafters and flieriffs, who had pofted them 
there;. They did fo i and the burgomafters and 
jurats told them to return and fay, that they would 
call a council to conllder of it. When they came 
back with this anfwcr, John Lyon cried out; 
* Advance, advance ! let us attack Bruges ; for, if 
We wait until' they fhall have held their council, wc 
Ihall find great difficulty to gaih an entrance : it iS 
better we attack them before they confult together, 
an4 the fuddenncfs of our attack will furprife them.* 

This plan was followed j and the men of Ghent 
advanced to the barriers and ditches ot Bruges, 
John Lyon marching at their head on a black horfe. 
He quickly difmounted, and. took an a^^e in hi& 
hand* 

When the guard, who were not in fufficient 
ftrength, faw the ffien of Ghent were io determined 
to attack them, they were frightened, and ran away 
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doWn ttie Erects as far a^ the market-place, ciying 
otit^ ' Here arc the ftten of Grhcrit ! Quickly td 
yoiir pofts ; fbt they are before your wrfls, and at 
your gates.' 

Thofe of Brtlges who were affenibUng fof th6 
council were thunderftruck, aftd had not time t6 
aflemblc nor to give any orders upon the bccafionf, 
whilft the majority of the pcoplt vftrt defirous that 
the gates fliould immediately be thrown open. It 
behoved them toag^eein this with the commonalty; 
othefwife It would have turned out badly for th6 
rich inhabitants. The burgditi^fter, fticrtflTs, with 
many of the townfmen, came to the gate where the 
men of (jherit were with a good inclination tp at-' 
tack it. 

The bufgomafter ind magiftrates of Brtiges, who 
for that day had the goverment of the town, ad- 
vanced to operl the wicket to parly with John 
Lyon. By treaty, they opened the barriers and 
gate, at which they held their conference, and were 
good friends. All now entered the town. Jojih 
Lyon rode by the fide of the burgomafter, and 
fhewed himfelf a bold and valiant man : his men 
marched in his rear in bright armoUr. It was i 
handfbme fight to fee them thus enter Bruges until 
they came to the market-pl^ce, where, as they ar- 
rived, they formed them felves in array in the fquare. 
John Lyon held a whfte truncheon in his hand. 

A formal alliance was then entered into bctweeft 
the townfmen of Ghent 2lnd Bruges, which they 
mutually fwore to keep, and to remain for ever ^s 
good friends and neighbours : thofe of Ghent were 
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WloWcd to funlmon them, and to lead them with 
them wherever they pleafed. 

Soon after they had been thus drawn lip in the 
inarkct-place, John Lyon and fome of his captains 
Went to the hall, whence they iflfued a prdclamation 
for all the ni^n of Ghent to retire peaceably to 
their qu^rter^, and there to difarm thinifelves withi- 
oiit noiie, or any tumult, under pain of death, 
^hich was quickly obeyed. They were alfo for- 
bidden to diflbdge any one, or to engage in any 
quarrels, 6r to take any thing from their hofts 
Without inftandy paying for it, under the fame 
penalty. 

This proclamation being ilTued, another was pub- 
liflied on the part of the town, for eafch houfcholder 
to receive as friends the good men of Ghent, and 
tb afford them all forts of provifion at the market 
prides; and that no undue advantages fliould be 
taken, nor any iquarrcls nor Contentions ftirred up, 
under pain of death. 

Allp^rfons retired noW to their houfes or quar- 
ters J and the inhahitants of the two towns thus 
remained amitably together for two days, and 
fbrcngthened their alliance and friendfhip mutually: 
Their treaties being drawn out and fealed, on the 
third day the men of Ghent departed, and marched 
to the town of Damme, which inftandy opened its 
gates, and received them moft courteoufly : they 
remained there two days. John Lyon, during jiis 
(hort ftay, was feized with a fudden ficknefs that 
fwelled his body exceedingly: the night he was 
taken ill, he had fupped in great revelry with the 
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Udies of the town -, for which reafon, fcvcral laid 
and maintaned that he had been poifpned. 0£ 
thisJ know nothing, therefore fhall not infift on it 5 
but I jdb know that on the nnprrow he was placed 
on a litter, for he was taken ill in the night, and 
carried to Ardenbourg \ but death pfevenfed him. 
going further, to the great forrow of the men of 
Ghent, who were thrown into confufion. by the 
event. All his enimies were as • much rejojccd, 
thereat as his friends were caft down. 

Hfs body was conveyed, to Ghent; and, on acr 
count of his deatji, the whole army returned thither* 
• When the news of his deceafe was known in th^t. 
town, it caufed much forrow ; for he was. greatly 
beloved, by all, excepting the party of th$ earl. 
The clergy went out to meet the body, and cpn- 
dufted it ipto town with as much folemnity as if he^ 
had been earl of Flanders. He was interred in the 
church of St. Nicholas, where his obfeqyie;s were 
performed, and where he lies. 

Notwithftanding the death of John Lyon, the al- 
liance between Ghent and Bruges was not broken i. 
for they had carried fufficient hoftages with them* 
to Ghent, ibr the due performance of' allien, 
arricles. 

The earl was exceedingly rejoiced at the death of 
John Lyon ; as were Gilbert Matthew, his bro- 
thers, the deacon of the fmall craft, and all the 
party of the earl, who fent greater reinforcements 
thari before to all his towns and caftleg, and or- 
dered a fufficient number of good knights and, 
*<^rc5 of thp caftlewicks of Lille and Douay into 
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th(i to^n of Ypres, dcdkrihg he would make 
Ghent repent of its condu<5t. 

Soon after the death' of John Lyon, thbfc of 
Ghent confidered they coiild not not long >emain 
without leaders* The deacons of the trades and" 
the guards of the gates fcleAed, according to their 
opinion, four of the riioft courageous and enter- 
prifirig foi* their commanders, whofe names were, 
John'Pruniaux, John JBoule, Rafle de HarzeHe and' 
Peter du Bois. They fwore to pay thele com- 
manders the moft exaft obedience, under pain of ' 
dcfath'; and thcfe four fwore aifo to preferve" and 
defend the honour and franchiles of the town of 
Ghent. 

The foinf" commanders excited, thofe of Ghent to 
ftiTirch againft Ypres arid the franc de Bruges, in 
order to obtain their' union or put them to death. 
They thelrcfore fit oflr from Ghent, in grand array, 
to the •atnouht of lit leaft twelve thoufand, all clad 
iribrigfi'tafmciur. They took the road to Courtray. 
The inhabitants of Gourtray allowed them to enter 
theirtownwithoiit fear, for they' were within the • 
jurifdiftlort^of Ghent : they there refrelhed them- 
fel ves at their eaftr for two d^ys. On the third day> 
they marched towards Yj^res, carrying with them 
two hundred well armed nien from among the 
crofs-bows of Courtray.' They followed the road 
to Thorotit, where on their arrival they halted 5 
and the commanders held a council, in which they 
refolved to fend threc'^ ot" four thoufand' of their 
meni under the command of the captain of the 
white hoods, to treat with*the inhabitants of Ypres, 
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and the main body to follow to reinforce them, if 
there (hould be occafion. Thefc orders were exe- 
cuted, and they came before Ypres,, 

The commonalty of Yprcs and the fmall handi- 
crafts, hearing of the arrival of the army from 
Ghent, inftandy armed themfelvcs, and drew up in 
the market-place, to the amount pf full five thou* 
fand. The rich inhabitants had not any power in 
the town. The knights placcd.there in garrifon by 
the earl advanced, in handfome order, to the gate 
leading to Thorotit, where the Ghent men had 
halted withoutfide the barriers, rcqucfting they 
would allow them to enter* 

The knights and their men were drawn up be-' , 
fore the gate, and fhewed fuch an appearance that 
the men of Ghent could never have gained admit- . 
tancc but by force. However, the ancient trades 
of the town were refolved they fhould enter, in 
fpite of the knights : they left, therefore, the mar- , 
ket-place, and came to the gate which the knights 
were guarding, and faid ; ' Open the gate to our 
good friends and neighbours from Ghent s we will - 
have them enter our town/ The knights replied^ 
^ they would do no fuch thing ; fon they had been 
ordered thither by the earl of Flanders to defend 
the town, which they woOT4 do to the utmoft of 
their power ; and it wasnot poflible for the force 
of thofe of Ghent to enter otherwife than by 
treaibn.* 

Words mukipHed fo faft between the gendemen 
and the.deacons^ of fmall handicrafts, that the laft 
iliouted out, ' Kill the^n, kill them ! they fhall not 
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be maftcrs of our town.' fhey were immediately 
attacked, and, after a long conteft, were roughly 
driven down the ftreets, as numbers were againft 
them'j and five knights were flain, among whom 
were fir Robert and fir Thomas de la Hourdrie, 
which was a great pity. Sir Henry d* Antoirig was 
in imminent danger of his life, and with great diffi- 
culty could fome of the principal inhabitants (ave 
him : at laft, they did lucceed in it, and many of 
the others were faved alfo, The gate was opened, 
fo that the men of Ghent entered the town, and be- 
came the mafters of it, without doing any damage. 
When they had remained there for two days, and 
had taken hoftages from the inhabitants, who entered 
into a fimilar treaty with thofe of Bruges, Courtray, 
Gramont and Damme^ they fet out from Ypres in 
^ moft courteous manner, and returned to Ghent. 
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^HAP. XXV, 

* I 

fl'HE MEN OF GHENT BESIEGE THE TOWN ^O^ 
,OUDENARDB ON ALL SIDES.-— THEV MAKE A 
GRAND ASSAULT ON THE EARI, OF FLANDERS 
IN DENDREMONDE. : 

npHE earl of Flanders, who refided at LiUe^ htard 
* . how the inhabitants of Ypres hadturned ^gaihfi: 
hiii^, and what the fmall handicrafts hid dpne : he 
was forely vexed, as well for thcu lp% of thofc 
Icoights who iiad there be^n Ilain as for other 
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caufcs/ Hft Ixowe.ycjr><:qmfpi:t}^d himfc|f hy.faying, 
^ Well, if wc have, tijis tirn^ loft Yprps, wc HiaU 
another time jegain }t to their curie ^ forLwiU 
ftrike off ftich nupjj^^rg pf heads, ail ptl>er^ IhalJ 
be aftonifhed at it.' - . 

The earl interjded particularly to provide the 
tpwa pf Oudcoarde moft amply with all forts of 
ftores,. prpvifion and men ^t arms \ for hq drought 
$hat the nieq of Ghent would foon come to he-r 
fiege it ji ajid, if they fucceededa the lois would be 
great to him, for they would then have the whole na-. 
vigatipn pf.the fine xiyer Sichj^ld at their command. 

He feqt thither numbers of Jknignts and fquires 
from Flanders, Ijilainau^t and, Artoi^, who aflemblec} 

..'''is. i . ■ ' ' 

their people in the town whether the ifthabitant$. 

would or not. 

.'.'■■■'■• 

Xhe commanders in Ghpnt )yere informed what 
great preparations the earl had made in Oudenarde : 
they determined to attack it, declaring they would 
not return until they had gained it, had (lain all 
within^ and razed the walls to the grounds 

Orders were given' in' Ghciift for every one to 
provide himf^lf in a manner becoming his rank, 
sod IP b? ready to. march whitherfoevcr he might 
be ledt None^ dared to difbbcy this order : tents 
sod pftviHpns were packed up, with all other ftorts ; 
having marched put of Ghent^ they encamped be- 
fore Oudenardp, in the beautiful pieadows on the 
banfci of the Scheld. - - ' > 

• TJjtec dayg ^fter, th< meh from Bruges arrived, 
feir they- 4ia4> 'been fummbned, and took up thcjr 
^K^i^ 0|r Vh? Ad0^ heiu* to their town, bringii 
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With them great quantities df baggage -and^rt- 
vifion. ' Next came thofe froiii Ypres in greatt: 
array: then^thc'men of Poperingue, Meffinesand 
Gramont. The Flemings th\is drawn up before 
Oudenarde were upwards of one hundred thott- 
fand : they made bridges of boats and hurdles by 
which they crofTed over the Schcld to each other. 

The eafl, who refided at Lille, thinking they 
would attack Dendremonde firft, had fent to Ger- 
many, Gueldres and Brabant, to afk the fuccour of 
a number of knights. The duke of Mons, his 
coufin, had come to ferveJiim with a large body ot 
knights, and had entered Dendremonde, wheri 
they met the earl of Flanders, who was already ar- 
rived there by his frontiers of Hainault and Bra- 
bant, and was truly glad of their company. 

The Flemings maintained the fiege of OudenaixJe 
for a iong time j during which, there were daily 
many grand attacks and fkirmiflies, and feveral gal- 
lant deeds of arms, both before the tov^n and at thft 
barriers, where numbers were killed and wounded, 
for the Flemings afted niadly and fooliftily in-ha- 
zarding their perforis in thefc fkirmiflies, often to 
theif great lofs. 

There were full eight hundred lances, knights 
and fquires, ih the town of Oudenarde, all valiant 
men -, among whom were feveral baronsi fuch H 
the lords de Giiiftellei de Villiers, de HuUut and 
de Cornais, Fleming^; from Hainault were, th«J 
Jprd^ d'Anghien, d'Antoing, de Bofnel, de Taiix, 
de Gommegines and his three br6dierS| fir Jbhn, 
0r Dianiel and fit Jofeph, the lords de Stainbourg, 
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dc Ctnie, fir Gerard dc Marqueillics, the lord de 
Cohen, fir Raffc dc Montigny, fir Henry de la Ha- 
mede, fir John dc Gre3 and other knights, amount- 
ing to about one hundred ^nd five in number. 
They kept up a regular and nunierous guard ; fo» 
they had not any confidence in the inhabitants, an4 
they made the women and children retire into the 
monafteries. The citizens and townfiiien kept 
within their houfes ; and, in order to prevent the 
bad effefts of the cannon and the perpetual fire 
which the Flemings kept up againft the town, they 
had the houfes covered with earth, to hinder them 
from t^ing fire. 

During the fiege of Oiidenarde, the commanders . 
of the Flemings were informed that the earl was at 
Dendremonde, and had with him his coufin the 
duke dc Mons and numbers of other knights. They 
determined to fend fix thoufand of their army 
thither, to examine its appearance, and to n^al^c aq 
affault upon it. 

This rcfolurion was executed. The detachment 
which had been ordered, under the command of 
Raflfe de Harzelle, continued their march until they 
came to a fmall village on the river Teure, a IhorC 
league from Dendremonde, where they took up 
their quarters. Thefe Flemings had provided 
thcmfelvcs with a number of boats, which they had 
had fent down the river, that they might embark on 
board of them, and attack the place by land and 
water. A little after midnight, they aroft, armed 
thcmfelves, and made every preparation to begin 
fhc attack the inftant they Ihould be arrived there; 
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for Acy wiflicd to Ibrprife the knights in their beds. 
They began their march ; but feme of the country 
people^ who had heard of this intention of the Flem- 
ings, informed the guards of it, faying, * Be furc 
you keep a ftrift and good guard ; for a large body 
of the men of Ghent, who have been bertignted, arc 
lying hard by here, and we know what they iocend 
JO do.* 

The guard at the gate related this to their cap- 
tain> who was a knight from Holland, called iTr 
Thierry de Bredoro *on receiving which inccili-* 
genee, he ftrengthened his guard, and fent informa- 
tion of it to all the knights lodged in the caille and 
in the diflfcrent houfes. 

Immediately on the break of day, the Flemings 
advanced by land and in their boats, well prepared 
for an inftant attack. When thofe in the caftlc 
and town {aw them approach, they founded their 
piimpets to alarm every one, the greater p-^rt of 
the knights and fquires being already armed. 
* The earl of Flanders, who flept in the caftlc, 
heard of the march of the Flemings, and that they 
had commenced the attack ; on whieh he inftantly 
rofe, armed himfelf, and fallied forth frofli the 
caftle, his banner diiplayed before him. At this 
time, there were in the town, fir Gbfluin de Wrlc 
great bailiff of Flanders, the lord dc Gau, fir Ge- 
rard de Rafenghien, fir Philip de Mamines, fir 
Philip de Rungi, a Burgundian, and others. All 
thefc knio4its advanced to meet the banner of the 
eaii, and then they marched under it to the aflault, 
which was already begun in a fcvere and horrible 
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manner; for thefb Flemings had broisght in their 
boats <:annons and crofs-bows, which fhot fudi 
large and heavy bolts that when any one was ftruck 
by them there was no efcape from death. Againft 
theft bolts they were ftrongly Ihielded j and the 
carl had with him fome excellent crofs-bows, whQ 
by their (hooting gave the Flemings enough to-do^ 

The duke de Mons was in another part with hi^ 
troops drawn up, his banner before him ; and there 
were jn his company the lord de Brederode, fir 
Jofeph and fir Thierry ddlLavare, fir Vivant de 
Chupcrois, and feveral more, who each perforjjied 
W^U their duty. 

In another quarter of the town, pofted at a gate^ 
were fir Robert Dale, fir John Villain, the lord dc 
Vindefcot and fir Robert Marefchal. The attack 
here was very fharp, for the Flemings made vigors 
ous aflaults by land and water, in which many were 
killed and wounded on each fide ; but more on thQ 
fide of the Flemings than on that of the gentlemctt. 
as the Flemings adventured themfclyes feol^ 
hardily. 

This attack lafted, without ceafing, from the 
brealir of day until full noon. A knight of the 
carl's party was flain, called fir Hugh dc Ronyi 
a Burgundian : he wa$ much lamented, for he k>ft 
his life by too much boldqels, and for want of priH 
dence. Ra0e dc Hafzclle, the commander of the 
detachment, fought valfandy, and by his words add 
aftions greatly encouraged the m^n of Ghent. 

The afiault ceafed in the afternoon, for Raflo 
fousyi he was labouring in vain, and that in Dendre* 

monde 
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iponde th^re w,ere fueh brayc meji that it could not 
jCafily be t^lceiji : hi$ troops alfo began to be fa- 
tigueci. Ife therefore founded a retre^t^ when tl;e 
njpn retired ip a handfome manner along the river 
Ijlde^ bringing off their fleet of boats j and on the 
Riorrow they returned to their army before Qude- 

nardcf 
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CHAp. XXVI, 

SEYEI^AIf ASSAULTS ARE MApj^ ON OUDF.KARDE> 
T-rPBACE CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE FLEM- 
INGS AND THE EARL OF FLANDERS^ BV 
AfEA^S OF THE DUKE OF BUROUNDV. 

'T^HE fi^ge of Oudcnarde continued for a Jong 
* time; and the Flemings before it were matters 
of the river and of the adjoining country, fo that 
|io proyifion could be introduced without great 
dangc.r> ajid on ?he fide towards Hainault. Somq- 
tiinp!« vi^lu^ers, in hppes of gain, ventured, whilft 
the s\xmy w^ afleep, to come clofe to the barriers 
^ith- provifioiij. which by that means were brought 
IHtp Qud^nardf . ^ 

" Anaorig the. many attacks made on the town, 
there was one which wa? very vigorous : it lafted 
the whol?. day, Upon this occafion, fome new 
Juiights. were created from Flanders,, Hainault ard 
Artois, who. wifced to diftinguifti themfcivcs. Thefe 
new knights advanced to the barriers, where feveral 
fldrmiihes tqolk: pl^? with the men of Ghent, in 

wh.ch 
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•which many were killed and wounded : but they 
paid litde attention to this, and being rcgardlefe of 
death, they advanced fo boldly that when thofc in 
the front were flain or difabled, the rear dragged 
them out, took their places, and kept n handlbnie 
countenance. This attack lafted until the evenbg, 
when thofe of Oudenardc returned into the town, 
and fhut the gates and barriers : they then buried 
their dead, and took great care of their wounded. 

The Flemings thought they fhould certainly 
conquer the town by affault or by famine ; for they 
well knew they had fo clofely furrounded it by land 
ai)4 water that nothing could enter it ; and i^eir 
remaining before it would not be of any detriment 
to them, for they were in their own country, and 
near their own homes. They had alfo every ne- 
ceflary article for their fupport, with all other things 
in great abundance and cheaper than they woul4 
have had them at Bruges or Gh?nt, 

The earl of Flanders, bejng aware of ^thc great 
number of men at arms that were in the town, fiit 
pefted the intentions of the Flemings, that by keep- 
ing up the blockade, they would in the end ftarye 
them to a furrender : he would therefore willingly 
have hft^ned to any overture for a negotiation that 
was honourable for him. To fay the truth, this 
war againft his fubjefts was highly di&^reeablc to 
him, and he had undertaken it contrary to his own 
opinion. His mother, the lady Margaret countefi 
of Artois, blamed him much, and took great pain^ 
to put an end to it. 

The countefs refided in the city of Arras, whence 

/he 



Ul 

iht wrote to the dtikb of Burgundy, t6 whom the 
heritage of Flandets would fall by his marriage 
ivith her grand-daughter, on the death of the earl. 
iThc duke, who had before received information of 
this affair, for news was daily brought to him on 
the fubjedt, came to Arras, attended by his council, 
and fir Guy de la Trimouille, fir John dc Viennc 
admiral of France, fir Guy de Pontalliers and fe- 
vcral others. The countefs received him with great 
joy, difcuffcd with much wifdom the fubjcft bf this 
war between her fon and his fubjedbs ; how unbe- 
coming and very difplcafing it was^ not only to her 
but to all reafonable perfons. She told him, that 
many valiant men, barons, knights and fquires, 
were honourably fhut up in the town of Oudenarde, 
and in very imminent danger ; and flie begged, for 
God's fake, he would think of and provide a re- 
medy* 

The duke repliei^, that he was bound to do fo, 
and would exert himfelf to the utmoft of his 
power. Shortly after he left Arras, and went to 
Tournay, where he was joyfully received 5 for the 
inhabitants of Tournay wiflied much for peace on 
account of their merchandize, which was fliut up 
on the Scheld. * 

The duke of Burgundy fent the abbot de St. 
Martin to the army before Oudenarde to found the 
lestelers of the men from Ghent, if they would enter 
into a negotiation. The abbot brought the duke 
for anfwer, that out of refpeft to him, they would 
enter into a treaty: the duke granted paflports, 
and received the fame from the Flemings, for the 
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negotiators to meet at ?oftt de ftofrte, '^here th^ 
firft conference laftcd from fnorning until night. 

The duke himfelfwcnr- thither to paf^lejr witfe this 
Flemings! and, after the confereiicej he rctufri<ftli 
to Toiimay in company with the eari, whom htf 
brought back with him. 

Thcfc conferences continued for fifteen dftjrs. It? 
was difficult to fatisfy the Flemings, as theyinfifted* 
on having' Qudenarde demolilhed, to Which thg' 
dukcr and his nlinifters would riot corifent* 

The Flemings kept up a grand afid haughty ajv*'* 
pcarance, malcingno acccount of peaces fof they 
maintained, that as thofe within Oudetiarde couM^ 
not leave it without great dangef to themfelVes^* 
they confidered the town as conquered. 

The duke of Burgundy^ feeing thefe Fltmmgs {o ' 
proud and prefumptuous, and fo iridiffcrerit to coft^ * 
elude a treaty, could not conceive their meaning V* 
he therefore reqtieftcd a pafTport for his marfbal to 
vifit the knights in Oudenarde, which t^as^ iirftaAtly\" 
granted him. The marlhal of Burgundy 'V^\tW 
into the town^ and found the knights well p!*cK'' 
vided, exceping fomc articles of which they yt'cie^' 
greatly in want 5 they, however, boldly faid to- the-'" 
marflial ; ' Tell my lord of Burgundy from us, not " 
to enter into any dilhonourable treaty on our ac- 
count ; for, through God's mercy, we are in good'^ 
health, and care not for our ehemies.' This ariP 
fwer pleafed the duke much, who at the time was 
at Pont de Rofne : however, he did not neglect to 
pufh forwards his negotiations. ^» 

To fay the truth, diofe of Ypres and Bruges were* 

tired 
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ei«4 of tsbc war, as. well as thofe from the Fraud, 
who, law winter approaching : they thcrcfgrc argued 
m. CQUncih that: Hnce the duke of Burgundy to zc-* 
comcttpdjite the bufinefs, had corpe thither in pcr-» 
fen* and. had engaged to have every thing par- 
doned.; lince alfo the earl would return in an aoii- 
caW^ manner tp Ghent, there to refidc, and^ leif 
what; would; happen, would never ren^embcr the 
paft>,alL theie. confiderations ought to be attended 
to; and they confidered themfcives bound to ac* 
lyiQwJedgc their lord wich rcfpedt, and not attempt 
to. tear his inheritance from , him. 

Thefe words greatly foftened the men of Ghentj. 
tf^d tlu^y agreed to accept the treaty,^ The duke> 
giiye a; moft. magnificent dinner to. the. principali 
pejrffuw.frpm Ghent, Bruges, TSprcs and Courtray. 
On. that day, it was fettled; that the fiege fhould be; 
raiftdx andajfolid pc^ce concluded between, the- 
eji^rl.and his^fubje^ts : that the earl ihould grant a 
geiieiral pardon to all, without any refervation, dif- 
fenibUiag ox exception ^whate ver : that he fhould ro- 
fide. at.Ghent» and; that within a year the citizens < 
of Ghent fhould rebuild, the caflle.of Andreghien,- 
whicl> : report faid they had burnt. For the fuller 
confirmation of all this,. John Pruniaux was to ac- 
company the duke of Burgundy to Tournay, where 
it.was to be properly drawn up and iealed. After 
this,, the duke returned to Tournay, and John Pru- 
niaux and John Roule. remained with the army. 

Oft the morrow, peace was proclaimed between . 
the twf> parties, the fiege was raifed, and every man . 
returned to hi^ home. The earl difbandcd his fol-. 

diers. 
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dicrs, and gready thanked the foreigners for thd 
gallant fcrvices they had done him : he then went 
to Lille, to execute the treaties which his fon in kw 
the duke of Burgundjr had concluded for him. 

Some of the neighbouring countries fiid, that 
this was a double-faced peace ; that there would h6 
another rebellion i and that the earl had only con- 
fenced to it, in order to extricate fuch ^ number of 
noble knights and fquires from the danger they ratf 
in Oudenarde. 

John Pruniaux, after the breaking tip of thcl 
ficge, went to Tournay, where the duke of Bur- 
gundy entertained him handfomely. The articles 
of the treaty were there completed, and fealed hf 
the duke and the earl of Flanders. John Pruniaux 
afterwards returned to Ghent, and (hewed what he 
had done. The duke of Burgundy had fo well 
managed the itien of Ghent, by kind words, that 
Oudenarde was faved from deftruftion ; for, when 
the fiege was raifed in conformity to the treaty^ 
they would have demolifhed the gates and walls of 
the town, that it might remain open and ready for 
them to retire to. 

The earl of Flanders having refided fome time at 
X,ille, after the duke of Burgundy had returned ta 
France, went to Bruges, where he made a long 
ftay : during which, he fecretly ihewed great dif- 
pleafure to fome of the citizens of Bruges, without, 
however, doing any thing more, nor feeming de- 
firous of otherwife punifhing them for their havii^ 
fo readily deferted his party, and placing them- 
felves under the command of Ghent. Thefc ci- 
tizens 



^^<als excufcd thcmfclv.cs by faying, what was in- 
.deed cruc> that it had not been through any fault 
.of theirs, but was folcly owing to the fmall handi- 
crafts of tfie town, who would ally thcmfelvcs with 
ihofc of Ghent when John Lyon came before 
Bribes. Thfe earl pafled over their mifconduft 
.#Ith as fair looks as he could^ but he did not the 
iefs rcmejnber it. 

We will now leave him and the Flemings, and 
j^tUixi ,tp the affairs of Brittany. 

CHAP. XXVH. 

.tJtS xDukE OF BRITTANY R£TU&K2i FROiM £NG- 
LAND, AT THE ENTREATY OF HIS SUBJZCtS.-T- 
THE ESOJLISH ARE DESULOUS OF MARRYING 
TMEIR YOUfiTG KING.—- THJE KNIGHTS OF ENG- 
tAHSD SENT TO THE AID OF THE DUKE >0F 
BRITTANY MEET WITH GRJEAT TEMPESTS AT 
A£A. 

•VOU have before Jieard that die duke of Brit- 
^ tany reiided in England with king Richard 
and his uncles, who entretained him handfomely, 
4ad that his cqpntry was in ^great trouble ; for the 
king, Qif , France had ordered! thither ^s conftable 
with a large body of men at arms^ who had fixed 
tlicir quarters at Pontorfon, and near St. lyUchael's 
Mount, whence they made war on all the adjacent 
country. The inhabitants of the cities and prin- 
cipal towns kept themfelves wcU u^clgfcn}^ ^and 
/ ;Y9L. V. L were 
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were very anxious for the retqm of their lord, to 
iVhom they had already fcnt letters and meflcngers : , 
but he was fearfiil of trufting to them, until the . 
prelates and barons of Brittany and the great towns 
began to murmur, and fay 5 * We fend every 
week Iqtters of invitation to the duke ; but, inftead 
of coming, he only returns us excufes/ * In God's 
name/ faid fome of them, ' there muft be a reafbn 
for this : we fend to him in too limple a mannen 
We ought to fend him a knight or two of rank, in 
whom he may truft, and who will fully explain to 
him the true ftate ef the country/ 

This propofal was agreed to ; and two valiant 
knights, fir Geoffry de Qucrimel and fir Euftace 
de la Houffaye, were entreated to go to England, 
at the joint folicitations of the prelates, barons and 
priiKipal towns in Brittany*. 

Thefe two knights made preparations for their 
voyage to England, and, embarking on board a 
vcfTel at Canof, had wcadier and wind according 
to their wiflu They made fail for SouthamptOHj 
and there difembarked: continuing their journey 
to London, they found the duke and ducheis of 
Brittany and fir Robert KnoUes, who received 
diem with great joy, and handfomely entertained 
them. 

The knights then related to the duke the ftate 
and difpofition of his country^ and how very ar- 



* The hidoire de la Bretagae menticms three other peribas 
as deputies, and cites the public ads for aaihority. GtoSry de 
Qaerimel was a favourite of the duke* 

f Cano. Q;^ Concaroeav, 
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d^nfly his return was wifhed for i to confirih which^ 
they gave to the duke their credential letters from 
the prelates, barons and principal towns of Brit- 
tany. 

The duke gave fiiU Credence to the knights and 
iheir letters, and (aid he would ihew them to the 
king and his uncles, which he did. 

When the king and his uncles heard all theie 
things, and how the whole of Brittany, the 
prelates, barons and principal towns, excepting 
Guefclin, Laval, Gliflbn^ Rohan and Rochefort, 
had fent to the duke their lord, fupplicating 
him to return to his own country, the king faid tp 
him } ^ You muft go over to Brittany> fince they 
fend for you, and maintain your rights : we will 
fliortly fend to your afliftance a fufficient force of 
men at arms to defend your frontiers j but you 
will leave the lady-duchefs with my mother and 
her brothers, whilft you go to carry on this war.* 

The duke heard thefe words with great joy, and 
made j^ts preparations accordingly : he was not 
long in having every thing ready at Southampton. 
When taking leave of the king, the princefs of 
Wales, and of his duchefs, he made a ftrift treaty 
of alliance with the king of England, and fwore on 
his faith, that if he ihould Ipeedily be fuccoured 
by the Englilh, he would always remain fteadily 
attached to them, and do all in his power to make 
his country join with him ; and that England fhould 
always find his portiS open, whenever her fleets 
(bould come thither. 

After thisj he fet out from London^ accompanied 

L2 .by 
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by fir Robert KnoUcs aod the two knights ^ho 
were fent to hirn^ with about one hundred men at 
arms and two hundred archers. There was a 
Ihort delay at Southampton, waiting for a favour- 
able wind, where they embarked. They landed at 
Guerrandc*, and rode on to Vannes. 

The inhabitants of that city received the duke 
with, great demonftrations of joy, as jndecd did the 
whole country when they heard of his arrival. 

The duke rcfrcfhed himfelf for five days, or 
thereabouts, in VaoDes, and then went to Nantes : 
there fete was waited on by barons, prelates, knights, . 
ladies and damfels, who all offered their ferviccs, 
and put thcmfclvcs under his obedience. They 
gready complained of the French, and of the con- 
ilable, who had quartered himfelf in the country 
neiaf Rennesi 

The duke faid j ' My friends, I (hall Ihortly 
hav<» aid from En^and ; for without the afliltance 
of the Eriglifh, I ftiail not be able to defend myfelf 
agaiiA the French ; otherwife they wiR^bc too 
ftrong for «s, feeing that we are not all in this 
country of one mind. But when the fortes which 
the king of England has prorhifed fhall be arrived, 
if they have done* you wrongs, we will return them 
the compliment.' This fpeech greatly pieafed thofc 
of the duke's party who were prefent. 

In this year, about St. Andrew's day, died the 
lord Charles, king of Germany and emperor of 


* Gucrrande, — a town in Brittany, between the riverf 
Vilaine and Loire, 4ioccfe of Nantes. 

Rome. 
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Rome. King Charles had done fb well by money 
and by his great connefbions, that the eledlors oC 
fiic empire had given it uqder their oaths and fcalsjj 
they would eleft, after his deeeafc, his fon cm- 
peipr, and exert their whole power to maintain the 
jiege before Aix^ and to defend ^im againft aH 
oppofcrs i fo that, after the death of Charles, ^lis 
ibn Winceflaus, who before was king of the Ro- 
pians, figned hiojfelf enjperor of Home, king of 
Germany and Bohemia. 

About this fame feafon> there were many coun-* 
gHs held in England, by the uncles of the king> 
the prela?^s and barqns, relative to marryipg the 
young king Hichai^dr The Englilh would have 
preferred a princ? fs of Hajnault, out of love fof 
that good lady queen Philippa, who had been fo 
yirt;uous^ |iber^ and honourable, and who had 
(;ome fron:) Ifainaulti but duke Albert, at thai 
limC| had not any daughter^ marriageable. 

XhP duke of J-,ancafl;eF. woi4d willingly hav<5 
fe^n the king:^ hi^ nephew, naarned to hi^ daughter^ 
whoni he h^d had by the lady Jflajuch, of Lancaftcr, 
but th? people WQuid not have confented to thi? 
for two Ji^e^fons 5 that the l^dy was his eoufin-t 
gera^n| ^t^d too nearly related i and that thejr 
wifl^ed^ th? king to choofe a queeft frofli beyond 
fca:j ip order to ggjn ftrohger alliances. 

Th? fitter of the king of ftohcpaia and of Ge^v- 
jnany, daughter qf the ia,tely deceafcd ^mpefofu 
wa^ then i^ropofed:! and t|h9 ^hoW council af^ented 
to it. 

Sir Sin^p flurl^A .9 %« iiQ^v^^t knighe„ 

L 3 ' whQ 
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V/ho had been the king's tutor, and milch" beloved 
by the prince his fether, was nominated to go to 
Germany, to treat of this marriage, as a wife and 
able negotiator. Every neceflkry preparation was 
ordered, as well for his expences as otherwife. He 
fet out from England magnificendy equipped, and 
arrived at Calais ; from thence he went to Grave-? 
lines, and continued his journey until he came to 
Bruffels, where he met the duke Winceflaus of 
Brabant, the duke Albert, the count de Blois, 
the count de St* Pol, fir William de Maulny, an4 
numbers of knights from Brabant, Hainault anc| 
other parts, partaking of a grand feaft of tilts and 
tournaments ; and it wa^ on this occafion al} thefe 
lords were there aflembled. 

The duke and duchefs of Brabant, from the 
love they bore the king of England, received his 
knight moft courteoufly. They were much re- 
joiced on hearing the caufe of his journey into 
Germany, and faid it would be a good match be- 
tween the king of England and their niecp. They 
gave to fir Simon Burley^^ on his departure, fpecial 
letters to the emperor, to aflure him they approved 
Very much of this marriage. The knight fet out 
from Bruffels, and took the road through Louvain 
to Cologne. 

Aliout this time, ^the king of England and his 
council ordered tVo hundred men at arms and 
four hundred archers to Brittany, under the com-* 
mand of fir John Arundel: fir Hugh Calvcrlcy^ 
fir Thomas Banafter, fir Thomas Trivet, fir Walter 
Pole, fir John Qourchierj the lord Ferrers gnd the 

lord 
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lord Baffet were appointed to this expedition. 
Thefe knights made all the preparation they waiit- 
fcd, and went to Southampton, where they em- 
ibarked on board their vcffels. When they had a 
favourable wind, they fet fail. 

The firft day, it was fair j but, towards evening, 
it veered about, and became quite contrary, which 
drove them, whether they would or not, on the 
coafls pi Cornw^l. The wind was fo ftrong and 
impetuous, they were afraid to caft anchor. On 
^e morrowi the ftorm continued as fierce as ever, ^ 
^d forced them into the Jrifli fea 5 when it became 
fo violent, thrcfj of their Ihips funk, on board of 
which were fir Jghft Arundel, fir Thomas Banafter 
>nd fir Hpgh Caiwrlcy, Upwards of eighty 
perifhed of their coipipjement of men at arms, 
^ ixj the ijuijiber the commander in chief, Tir 
John Arundel, whiqh was great pity, for he was a 
vali^ijt ^n4 cnterpriQng knightr 

Sir Thomas Banafter and fir Walter Pole, two 
hrjjye kr^ights, were drowned, and many others. 

Sir Hugh Calverky never before experienced 
greater peril ; for all thofe who were in his veflfcl 
were drowned, except himfelf and fcven failors ; 
but fir Hugh and the failors took to the mafts and 
tables to fave thcmfelves, and, as the wind was 
ftrong, they were blown on the fiiore : but, having 
/wallowed much fea-water, they were lon^ flck and 
uncomfortable. 

• Sir Thomas Trivet, fy John Bourchiep, the lords 
Ferrers VM^ Pft^Tet efcapedL this^dapger, with others : 
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however they were intic|i driven and tutpblei 
about. 

When tjie tertipeft ccafed, thpy rptumed as weH 
a$ they could to Southampton^ and waited 6n the 
king and his ynclc$ ; to wl^om they related their 
misfortunes, including fir Hugh Calvcrlcy among 

the drowned : but it was not fo, as it afterwards 

• ■ . . . .*.'.* , . . ■ • ■• 

appeared when he came to London. 

This expedition wafs put an end to ; apd iht 
duke of Brittany did not receive any affift^ce 
from the Englilh, which was very piucfh againft 
him ; for all that feafon and the enfuing winter 
the French carried on a deftruftive war. The 
Bretons, that is to fay, fir Oliver de CliiTon and hi$ 
men, took the town of Dinant, by means of veflcls 
and boats, which they pillaged^ and kept after- 
wands, for a long timCi againft the duke and the 
country. 

Wc will now return to the affairs of Flanders. 
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CHAP, xxyra. 

THE TOWHf OF GHENT SENDS AMBASSADORS t.0( 

THE EARL OF FLANDERS JO ENTREAT HXM 

• t .. • ... - 

TO COME THITHER. 

WHEN peace was concluded between th« earl 
of Flanders and the men of Ghent, by the 
mcdiarion of the d\ikc of Burgundy, which gained 

him 
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him great popularity throughout thp country, the 
men of Ghent were very defirous that the earj 
fhoulcj come and fix his refidence irj their town. 
The provofl: of Haerlabeke had ftrongly advifed 
the earl to improve the afFeftion between him and 
Ghent, in wliich he was feconded by all the earl's 
relations. 

The earl, however, continued to refide at Bruges, 
and never went near Ghent, which furprifed cyery 
pne ; but, in particular, the wcU-incentioncd and 
principal inhabitants, who were anxious for peace. 
As for the white iioods and pillagers, who only 
fought difturbancc, they dreaded his return ; for 
they fufpefted, that if he did come, they would be 
privately corrected for the evils they h^ done. 

Notwithftatiding thefe doubts of the magiftracy 
and town-council, the rich men were particularly 
impatient for his arrival, and wilhed they would 
fend to requeft It ; for they did not look upon the 
peace as ftable until he ihould have refided in 
Ghent. 

Twenty-four deputies were fclefted to go to 
Bruges, to declare to the carl the great love- 
the town of Ghent had for him, and tlieir wilhei 
for his refidence among them. They fet otF in a 
magnificent manner, as thofe (hould who wait on 
their lord ; but they were told on leaving the town, 
• Never think of returning to Ghent, unlcfs you 
bring back the earl with you ; ocherwife you wijl 
find the gates fhut." 

Thus did the citizens of Ghent fet out, taking 
the road towards Bruges. When they were be- 
tween 



154 

twecn Dcynfe and Bruges, they learnt that the 
carl was cortiing, which gave them great pleSfur^ i 
and, after they had rode on about A league, they 
perceived the earl in the plain. On feeing him, 
they advanced in two divifions, making a l^e> 
through which the earl and his knights pafled. 

The citizens made low reverences, and fhewed 
every mark of relpeft to the earl and to his at- 
tendants: but he Ifcarcely looked at them, oftly 
touched a little his Imt ; and, during the whole 
time he never noticed them. Thus they all rod^ 
on; the earl on one fide, the deputation from 
Ghent on another; until they came to Deynfc, 
where they ftopped, for the earl was to dine there. 
The deputation took ibme houfes for themfelves;, 
and dined alfo. After dinner, they all waited on 
the earl ; and, having knelt down before him (for 
the earl was feated,) they prefented to hin^ the 
humble afFcdtion of the citizens of Ghent, and re- 
monftrated with him, that from their great love 
■to him, and their earneft defirc for him to refijdc 
among them, they had been deputed, adding $ 
* On our departure, my lord, the townfmen faitl, 
that we muft not think of returning unlefs wc 
brought you with us.* 

The earl, who had well heard thefe words, was 
for, a time filent; when he faid calmly,-—* I will* 
ingly believe all you fay^ and that many in Ghent 
wifli me to come thither : but I am furprifed they 
do not recoiled, nor fecm inclined to remember 
former times, when I Was fo dcfirous of complying 
with all their reqiieflsy and liow I expelled from 

the 
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the country fuch of my gentlemen as they com* 
plained of, in compliance with their laws. I have 
too often opened my prifons, to furrender up mine 
and their own burgeflcs, whenever they folicited 
it. I have loved and efteemed them more than 
any other of my fubjefts ; and they h^ve behaved 
to me quite the contrary, (lain my bailiff, deftroyed 
the houfes of my people, driven away my officers, 
burnt the houfe in the world which I lovied the 
moft, forced my towns to fide with them, mur- 
dered my knights in the town of Ypres : in fhort, 
they have afted fo wickedly towards me and my 
Tights that I am tired of mentiohing them, and 
wi(h never to remember them j but, whether I 
will or not, I cannot help doing fo/ , 

^ Ah, my lord,' replied the deputies, * do not 
think more of what has p^fled : you have pardon- 
ed us for all thofe evil deeds.' 

' That is true,* anfwered the earl, * and I do not 
mean, by what I have juft faid, that in time to 
come you (hall fare the worfc for it. I only point 
out to you the great cruelties and wickedncfi 
which I have fuffered from the town of Ghent.* 

The earl was then foftened : riling up, he made 
them rife alfo, and, calling to the lord dc Ruifc- 
liers who was near him, faid, * Let them bring 
wine.* The deputation drank of it, and then rc- 
tire.d to their lodgings, where they remained all 
night, for the earl (laid there. On the morrow, 
0iey all rode together towards Ghent. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

rm EARL OF FLANDERS ENTERS THE TOWK OJT 
GHENT, AND SECRETLY DEPARTS FROM IT.^^r-^ 
THE WALLS OF OUDEIJARPE ARE RAZED BY 

• THE WHITE HOOD^i T^?l^^ >^?fLI?5 4?fl> 
ACCOMPIICES. 

TI^HEN the mhabitant$ of Ghent heard the e^ * 

was Qj) the ro^ thither^ they w^re il^ucH 
rejoice^) ar^d went put to ipeet \ixa\ on hoi-feb^cl^ 
jind on foot ; they bowe4 very Jowly when they 
met him, and (hewe4 him all the reverence in thei;? 
power J but he paflfcd . oi^ without faying ^ w^fd^ 
only juft bowed his head to them. 

He rodcs to his h6tpl> called la Poterne^ wfierq 
^c dined. Great prefents were mad^ him by the 
town^ and the magistrates waited on hii^, whq 
humbled thcmfelves greatly \x\ his prefenpe^ as wa; 
\m rigjit. 

The carl addreffed them:^ faying, ^ tl^at when 
there was a itable peace, every thing opght to have 
z peaceable appearance : I would, the^efor^, that 
thefe white hoods b^ laid aHde, and fome amen^ 
made for the death of my bailiff^ for his fan\ily arc 
very imporuinate with me on the fubjj^ft.* 

* My lord,' replied the magistrates, ^ that is fully 
our intention 5 and we befcech your highnefs, that 
you would have the goodnefs to con^e to-morrow 
tt) th? fquare, and explain t6 your fubjefts, ip an 
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mmicable manneri wtiat your wtfhes are : they will 
be fo much rejoiced on feeing you again that they 
willrcomply with all your defires.' 

The carl agreed to their requeft. In the even- 
ing, it was known to numbers, that the carl was, 
on the morrow, to harangue the people at eight 
o'clock in the morning, in the market-place. 
Good men were much pleafed thereat; but the 
mad and outrageous thought little of it, and faid 
they had had enough of harangues, and knew well 
what they were to do. 

John Pruniaux, John Boulc, Raffe de Harzelle 
and Peter du Bois, leaders of the white hoods, 
were fearful that every thing would be laid to their 
charge, and, having difcourled together, fent for 
fome of their men, making choice of thofc that 
were the worit and moft violent of their compa- 
nies, and faid to them; 'Be fure you remain all 
this night and to-morrow armed; and whatever 
may be faid to you, do not put off your white 
hoods; but be all of you in the market-place to- 
morrow by eight o'clock, and make not any riot 
unlefs it be firft begun on you. Vou will either 
give thefe orders to your companies or fend them 
by a fjfe hand.' They anfwered they would 
punftually comply, which they did. 

The next morning, at eight o'clock, they all 
went to the market-place, but not in a body : 
they feparatcd in djfFerent parties, for theirleaders 
were then among them. The earl came on horfe- 

Iback to the market-place, ^ attended by his knights, ^^m 

fquires and magiltrates of the town. John de ^^M 
Faucille ^^M 
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l^aucillc was with liim, and ifpwards of fortjr of 
the richcft and molt rcfpcftablc inhabitants. 

The carl, as he was pafllng up the market-placcf, 
caft his eyes on the white hoods, which made him 
melancholy: he difmounted, as did his attendants,- ' 
and went to a window, from whence he leaned 
out, on a crimfon cloth, which had there been 
ipread for him. 

The earl began to addrefs the people with a very 
difcreet fpeech, in which he flicwed what love and 
afFcAion he had borne them before they had an-*' 
jgered him. He remonftratedy that a prince ind 
Ibvereign lord ought to be loved; feared, obeyed 
and honoured by his fubjefts, and explained how 
very contrary they had afted. He alfo noticed 
how well he had always defended them againff 
their enemies, and had kept them in peace and 
profperify ; that he had opened to them commu- 
nications by fea, which before his joyful acceffiort 
hiad been fhut againft them. He difplayed miicH 
argument and good fenfe, which were underftood 
by the wife, and acknowledged for truth. He 
was well liftened to by feveral, but by others not 
at all, for they were defirous of confufion. 
' When he had fpoken an hour, he concluded by 
faying, * that after having fo fully explained every 
thing, he was willing to continue their good lord, 
in the fame manner as he had formerly been : 
that he forgave all the injuries and contempt they 
had. fticwn him ; and that he would never more 
rccoUcft the evil deeds which had pafled, but would 
prcferve to them their rights and franchiies, as Jhe 

had 



hid done. He entreated, therefore, that no hovel- 
ties might be introduced, and that thofc white 
hoods fhoiild be laid afide/ 

Duringf the firft part of his fpeech, all were 
lilent, as if there had not been any one prefent ; 
but, the moment he touched on the whitfe hoods, 
murmurs were heard on all fides, which Ihcwed it 
was on that account. 

The people were then entreated to retinf to thilr 
houfcs in a peaceable manner. The earl left the 
market-place with his attendants, and the reft 
went to their homes. But I muft fay, that the 
white hoods came the firft to the market-plaiee, 
and were the laft to quit it; and, when the earl 
prefled through them, they looked ill-humoured 
at him, difdaining to pull off their caps, which 
affcfted him much ; for he faid afterwards to his 
knights, when retire*d to la P6ternc j * I fhall never 
gain my wifli with thefe white hoods : they are an 
accurfed wicked people. My mind tells me, things 
will not remain long as they now arc: if I may 
judge from appearances, there is much evil intend^ 
cd;' and, were I to lofc all, I will not fuffer fuch 
pride and wickedncfs.' 

The earl remained four or five days at Ghent, 

and then he departed in fuch a manner as fhewed 

he never again intended returning thither. He 

went to Lille, where he made his preparations for 

paffing the winter. He fcarcely took leave of any 

one when he quitted Ghent, and fet out much out 

of humour, for which feveral of the town were 

difpleafed, and faid he wipuld never do them any 

good 



||;ood »gain; that they would qd itiore lote hUa 
.than h^ idid thcnt : he fa^ now left them as he JiaiS 
done before i and thftt Qilbbt and his ^rotbcrsf 
iud fp adirijiied) feeing that he hiad fo ^ddchiy^ and 
withouf aSedion, dqpaited £r|(ifm .Ghei;i|t. 

John J^niniauxj Raflfe de HarzeUe^ John ^oiile 
and Petdr du Bois, with the dther wicked Mzptmwi 
were much pleafed at all thii, and fpread i-umpurs; 
over ihf^ xoMrn^^ that the earl would xeturn in the 
.JduiuDer :«^ith fuflicient force to br^U the pc^qe i 
that it bbhoyed every one to be on hU guard^^lsad 
to lay in good ftore pf oorn^ .oats^ tneai;^ i^t^ ^nd 
all forts of proviiion> foi* that no dependaoc^ could 
be placed on the earl. 

The townfmenj therefore^ laid in very ^r^at 
ftore^ of all things nece;irary for them : when it 
was told the earl, he was ;mighdly iurprUed, &t)d 
could not guefs why they were fo vc^y fuipicious^ 
To lay thp truth, when ,aU which I have related ,is 
duly confidered, one icannot but .wonder how the 
men of Ghent di0embled, and had done fo from 
the beginning. The rich and principal men of 
the town CQuld not excufe themfclves for thqr 
conduft at the commencement of thefe commo* 
tions ; for certainly if they had been willing, when 
John Lyon firil introduced the wearing of whijie 
hoods, they could eafily have prevented it : thejr 
might have fent againft the canal-diggers pf Bruges 
other men wjbo would have done as well as the 
white hoods : but they permitted them, becauip 
they did not choole to have it thought they wcr^ 
againft the franchifes of the towm They there* 

fore 



fort confented to every thing, for which the ficheft 
and mod difcreet mtn paidyery dearly afterwards. 
They were no longer matters in the town, and 
dared neither fpeak nor aft but as the whitfe hoods 
pleafed. They faid, that neither for John Lyon 
nor for Gilbert Matthewj nor for their wars and 
hatreds would they take part; but they were united 
in one point, the preferving and defending the fran- 
chifes of the citizens of Ghent, which they aftcr- 
Ivards demohftfated, for they made a war whic!h 
lafted for feven years ; and> during that time, there 
Were no quarrels in the toWn, which was theit 
great caufe of defence both at home and abroad. 
They vterc fo much united together that there were 
ttot any diftraftions among them, but edch fub- 
fcribed his money and jewels to the general fund ; 
and thofe among them who had the greateft abun- 
dance gaVe it to this (lock, as you (hall hear re- 
lated. 

Not Icmg after the earl of Inlanders* departure 
from Ghent, and fixing his refidence «t Lille, 
Oliver d'Auterme, coufin-german to Roger d*Au- 
terme whom the men of Ghent murdered, fent his 
defiance to that towii, in revenge for his death. Sir 
Philip de Mamines did tJie fame> as well as feveral 
others*. After thefe challenges had been delivered, 
they met about fifty boats, with their crews, de- 
fcending the Scheld, laden with corn for Ghent, 
on whom they retaliated for the death of their 
coufin: having feized the mariners, they put oift 
their eyes, and in this maimed and mifcrable ftatc 
they fent them to Ghent. 

Vol. V. . M The 
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The citizens of Ghent looked on this ad as a 
perfonal injury done to them: when complaints of 
it were, brought before the magiftrates, they were 
' much enraged, and knew not what to fay, Thci?e 
were great murmurings throughout the town; and 
the majority of the inhabitants faid the earl of 
Flanders had done it, fo that fcarcely any one that 
was a refpedable character could offer any thing in 
his defence. 

The inftant John Pruniaux, who was at the time 
the principal leader and matter of the white hoods, 
heard this news, without faying a word to the ma- 
giftratcs of the town, (I know not if he mentioned 
his plan to the other captains, his companions, but 
I fliould fuppofe he did,) affcmbled the greater part ^ 
of the white hoods, and others equally inclined to 
,do evil, and marched out of Ghent, taking the road 
to Oudenarde* 

When he came thither there was not any guard 
nor centinel, for they fufpefted nothing: he fcized 
the gat^ and entered the town with his men, who 
amounted to more than fitrc thoufand: When 
morning came, he fet labourers to work, with car- 
penters and mafons whom he had brought with 
himj and they never ceafed working until they 
had dcftroyed the two gates, the towers and the 
walls, which they flung into the ditch on the fide 
towards Ghent. \ 

Now, how could thofe excufe themfelves who 
had confentcd to this wicked ^ deed ? for they re- 
mained in Oudenarde upwards of a month, de- 
ftroying the gates and walls. If they h^ remanded 

their 
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their people/ as foon as it was known what they 
were doing, one might have exGufcd them ; bjiit 
they did no fiich thing : on the contrary, they 
winked at it, and fufFered them to proceed, until 
news was carried to the earl, who refided at Lille, 
how John Pruniaux had ftolen into Oudenarde, 
and was deftroying two of the gates and walls of it, 
as well as the towers. 

The earl was in great choler on hearing this ; 
indeed, he had good caufe for it ; and faid, * Ha, 
thefc acciirfed people ! the devil poflefles them : I 
fhall never have p^ace fo long as thefe Ghent mca • 
have fuch power.* He then fent fome of his coun- 
cil to the magiftrates of Ghent, to remonftrate with 
them on the violent outfage they had committed, 
And to declare they were people with whom no 
terms could be kept, fince the peace which the 
duke of Burgundy had with great difficulty pro^ 
cured for them had been already broken and in- 
fringed* 

The mayor and jurats of the town of Gh^nt 
cxcufed themfelves by faying, * that they never 
thought of breaking the peace, nor had they any 
fuch wifh or inclination ; and that, if John Pru- 
niaux had of himfelf committed any outrage, the 
town would not avow it.' They excufed them- 
felves loyally and fully $ but they added, ^ that the 
earl had permitted great exceffes to be committed 
againft them, by thofc of his houfehold, who had 
wounded and flain fome of their fellow-citizens ^ 
and this was much felt by tfie whole town. What 
fay you, my lords, to this ?' 
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The cotnmiflTaries from the carl replied, ' they 
had well revenged themfelws/ * Oh no/ an- 
fwcrcd the magiftrates : ' we do not fay that what 
John Pruniaux has done at.Oudenardc was by way 
of revenge j for we can clearly prove by the treaty 
of peade, if we choofe, and we appeal to the tefti- 
mony of the duke of Burgundy, diat Oudcnarde 
was to have been difmantled by\ us, or put in the 
ftate it is now in : but, at the entreaty of the duke, 
we did not then infift upon it/ 

The commiflaries replied ; * It appears then, by 
what you have faid, that you ordered it to be done, 
and you cannot now excufe yourfelves from this 
charge : fince you knew th^ John Pruniaux was 
gone to Oudenarde, (whither he had marched with " 
a large army, and had furprifed it under Ihadow of 
the peace,) and that he was deftroying the fortifi- 
cations and throwing the walls into the ditch, you 
ought to have gone thither and forbidden him to ' 
commit fuch outrages, until you Ihould have laid 
your complaints before the earl. Of the wounding 
and affaulting your citizens, you (hould have %^-. 
drcflcd yourfclves to the duke of Burgundy, who 
had made the peace, and remonftrated with him on 
the bufmefs. By this means, your quarrels would 
have been made up j but you have not done fo* 
My lord of Flanders therefore informs you, that 
fihce you have thus contemptuoufly behaved ypur- 
fclves towards him, and then petition him with 
fwords in your hands, he will one day take fuch 
cruel rcveuge on you that all the world (hall ever 
afterwards fpeak of it/ 

They 
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They then left the mayor and jurats of Ghent, 

- and, after they had dined, fet out on their return 

through Courtray to Lille i when they related to 

the earl what they had done, and what excufes the 

town of Ghent had made. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

THE M£N OF GHENT SURRENDER OUDENARDE. 
THEY DESTROY THE HOUSES OF THE NOBLES, 

, «— A CRUEL AND PITILESS WAR RENEWED BE- 
TWEEN TH^ M£N OF QHENT AND THE N03I- 
I.ITY. 

/^NJP may well be furprifed to hear the matter of 
^^^ this treaty fo diverfely Ipoken of, and fuch 
aftonifhing accounts told of it, which every one who 
reads may underftand. Some faid, the men of 
Ghent were in the right* to make this war, which 
was fo cruel and of fuch long continuance in Flan* 
dcrs, adding, they had a juft caufe for fo doing; 
but it does not fo appear to me from what I have 
fcen, nor tan I learn or underftand but that the 
earl always preferred peace to war, excepting where 
his honour and dignity were concerned. Did he 
not giv^ up thf citizen who was confined in his 
prifon at Erclo ? Yes, he did i and they murdered 
his bailiff. In order. to preferve peace, he again 
pardoned them this outrage; when they in one 
day caufcd an infurredion throughout all Flanders 
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againft him, and flew, even in the town of Yprcs, 
five of his knights. They afterwards attacked , 
Oudenarde, and befieged it, doing every thing m 
their power to take and deftroy it. After this> 
peace was concluded 5 but they refufed to make 
any atonement for the death of Roger d'Auterme, 
though his family had frequendy demanded it ; for 
which that family h^d revenged themfelve§ on fomc 
mariners, by whom all thefe difturbances were pri- 
ginally created : and was this a fufficient reafon for 
the total dcftruftion of Oudenarde ? I think not ; ' 
and this opinion is confirmed by many others 
agreeing in it. They faid in reply, that the earl 
had other things to fettle with Ghent j and infifted 
on having reparation made for what had been done 
to the mariners, before they would furrender Ou- 
denarde, 

The earl >vas exceedingly enraged, as well as his 
council, that the Ghent men Ihould keep poffcffion 
of Oudenarde, He knew not fiow to expel then^ 
" from it, which made him for^Iy repent, that not- 
withftanding the peace he had entered into with 
Ghent, he had not more ftropgly guarded it. He 
frequently wrote and fent to them to furrender it 
to him J otherwife he would wage fo feverc a war 
that they (hould for ever remember it. 

The citizens of Ghent were unwilling to zvovf 
this aft i for, if they had, the peace would have 
Jbeen broken. At laft, fome of the principal inha- 
bitants, who wifl^ed for peace and tranquillity, fuch 
as John de Fauciile, Guifebert de Guife, fir Simoi^ 
Bete and m^y others, undertook the bufincfsi and^ 

after 
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after twelve days negotiating, thofe from Ghent 
who were in Oudenarde returned home, and the 
town was furrendered to the carl's men. In order 
further to appeafe the earl, John Pruniaux was ba- 
nifhed from Ghent and from Flanders forever: 
his fentence ftated it as the reafon, that he had gone 
and taken poflcflion of Oudenarde without the 
knowledge of the magiftrates of Ghent. 

Sir Philip de Mamines, fir Oliver d' Auterme, le 
Galois de Mannes, le baftard de Widringues, and 
all thofe who had been aftors or abettors in the 
maiming the mariners of Ghent, were alfo banifhed 
the country. Thef? banifhments appeafed both 
parties. 

Pruniaux quitted Flanders, and went to Ath in 
Brabant. Sir Philip de Mamines went to Valen- 
ciennes in Hainauh ; but, when thofe of Ghent 
heard it, they worked upon the provoft and jurats 
of Valenciennes, fo that the provoft, John' Paris, 
prevailed on the knight quietly to leave the town : 
he departed of his own free ,willj and refided at 
Warlain, near Douay, until he heard better news. 

The other knights and fquires weqt from Flan- 
ders to Brabant, where th^y remained until more 
agreeable intelligence made them quit it. 

As foon as the earl of Flanders had regained pof- 
feCGon of Oudenarde, he fent thither numbers of 
workmen to repair the gat^s, towers and walls,i 
which he made Wronger than before : the ditches 
alfo were deepened. 

All this was known at Ghent j but they took no 
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notice of it, left they fhould be reprimanded for 
having infringed the peace. 

Xhe difcontcnted, however, faid among them-r 
felves ; ' Let them work as long as they pleafe in 
repairing Oudenarde, for, were it now of fteel, it 
could not refift us, whenever we may choofc to 
take it.' 

Although there was peace in Flanders, the earl 
had conftant fufpicions of Ghent ; for every day 
fome tales were i>rought him refpefting it : and fi-r 
milar ones were told of him to the townfmen of 
Ghent. ;• 

John de Faucillc went to rcfide at Nazareth, a 
very handfome and ftrong houfe of his a good 
league diftant from Ghent. He diffembled there as 
long as he was abki and would not be of the town- 
council, in order to avoid being marked by the earl. 
He alfo abfented himfelf very much from his at^ 
tendance on the evl, to preferve his popularity iq 
Ghent, and thus, as it were, fwimming between 
two ftreams, kept himfelf as much neuter as be 
could. 

During the time the carl was repairing Oude* 
narde, and had juft finifhed it, he was earneft, by 
letters and meflages to his coufin the duke of Bra* 
bant, to get poffcffion of John Pruniaux, who re-. 
fided at Ath. He managed the matter fo well that 
he was delivered up, and brought to Lille, where 
he Was beheaded, and his body placed on a wheel 
a;5 a traitor. Such was the end of John Pruniaux, 

At this fame time, the earl came to Ypres,'and 
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held there feveral courts of jufticc, by, whofe judg- 
ments many wicked people were beheaded ; fuch 
as fullers and weavers, who had opened the gates to 
the men of Ghent, and flain the carl's knights, 
that others might from them take warning. 

All this was t6ld in Ghent, which made them 
more fufpicious than before, efpecially the leaders 
of the expeditions to Oudenarde. They faid among 
themfelves ; * Certainly the earl will^if he can, de- » 
ftroy all of .us. He lovcAis fo well, he only wants 
our lives. Has he not put to death John Pruniaux ? 
Jn truth, we mufl: own that we aded very wrong in 
regard to John Pruniaux, when we fufFered him 5p 
be baniflied : we are guilty of his death j and, if 
they can catch us, fuch an ^nd as his awaits us. 
Let us be on our guard.' 

Peter du Bois added] ' If you will be advifed by 
me, there Ihall not a gentlejnan's houfe of any 
ftrength remain in the country about Ghent j for 
by fuch houfes we may all be deftroycd, if we dp 
not take care and provide a remedy,' The odiers 
^fwered, ^ You fay well -, come quick, let us down 
with them all.' * 

Upon this, the captains, Peter du Bois, John 
Boule, Rafle de Harzelle, John de Launoy and fe- 
veral others, made preparations for fetting out from 
Ghent, which they did, and burnt and deftroyed 
all the houfes of the gentlemen : whatever they 
found therein, they divided among themfelvs as 
fair booty. After this, they returned to Ghent; 
and none were bold enough to fo fay to them. You 

have done ill. , . ' 
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The gentlemen, knights and fquircs>^ho refided 
at Lille with the earl, on hearing this, were, much 
enraged, and with reafon : they told the carl, that 
this outrage ought to be puniihc4> a.nd the pride of 
the Ghent men humbled. 

The earl gave to thcfe knights and fquires per-; 
miflion to make war on Ghent, and revenge them- 
felves for the injuries they had fufFered. They 
made alliances with many knights and fquires of 
Flanders, ^nd entreated tKeir friends in Hainault to 
affift them, and chofe for their commander le Hafle 
de Flandres, the cldcft baftard fon of the earl, a 
right valiant knight. 

This Hafle de Plandres and his companions 
fometimes fixed their quarters in Oudenarde, at 
others at Gavres, Aloft or Dcndren^onde, and had 
frequent (kirmifhes with the Ghent men. They ad-? 
vanced up to the barriers of the town, and deftroycd 
almoft all the windmills which were around it, 
commlting other injuries on Ghent. They had 
with them a young knight from fJainault, well in- 
clined to ferve them, whofe name was fir James de 
Verchin, fenefchal of Hainault. 

He performed many gallant deeds, and adven- 
tured himftlf fometimes too ralhly, in tilting clofe 
to the barriers, and twice or thrice won from them 
their helmets and crofs-bows. This fir James de 
Verchin wa$ very fond of arms, and would have 
greatly excelled if he had lived longcir j but he died 
young, and in hi$ bed, at the caftlc of Ombre, ncaf 
Mortaigne, which was a great lofs. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

THE NOBLES MAKE WAR UPQN THE FLEMINGS. 

npHE men of Ghent had been very free in their 
■ . J6kcs and mockeries of the ,noblemen and 
gentry of Flanders, but were afterwards forry for 
it, and had once intentions of fending to duke Al- 
bert of Hainault, to requeft he vould recal his 
knights who were making war againft them \ hvx^ 
on reconfidering the bufinefs, they thought it would 
only be loft labour, for the duke would not inter- 
fere in it. They were unwilling alfo to anger 
lum more> for they fliould fare ill without his 
country ; and if Hainault, Holland and Zealand 
were fliut againft them, they might confider them- 
felves as ruined. They therefore gave up this, an J 
followed other council, ivhich was to fend to thofe 
knights and fquires of Hainault who held poffcf- 
fions within Ghent or its dependancy, to come and 
ferve them under pain of lofing their eftates : they, 
however, paid no attention to their fummons. 

To this efFeft, they fent to fir Herve, lord d'An- 
toing, who had an eftate in Ghent, and was alfo 
conftable of the caftle, to aflift them, or he would 
lofe the rights of his caftlewick ; and, becaufe he 
would not obey their fummons, they razed his 
houfe of Vienne to the ground. 
' The lord d'Antoing fent them word, he would 

cheerfully 
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cheerfully fervc them at their cxpcnfc, and to their 
ruin ; that they were not to place any dependahcc 
on him, for he would always be their chciiiy, and 
oppofe them in every inftartcc > that he would not 
hold any thing of them, but from his lord the carl 
of Flanders, to whom he owed fcrvicc and obe- 
dience. 

This lord kept well the promife he had made 
them s for he waged a mortal war againft Ghent^ 
and did them many injuriest He reinforced the 
caftle with men and (lores, by which means thofe ia 
Ghent were much annoyed. 

On the other hand, the lord d'Anghicn, whofc 
name was Walter, though a young fquire, but well 
inclined, did them much mifchief. The war wa$ 
-thus fharply carried on during the whole feafbn* 
The Ghent men dared pot venture out of their* 
town but in large troops ; for whenever they nice 
their enemies, if in fupcrior nunjbcrs, djcy were all 
(lain without mercy. 

Thus was the war embittered between the carl of 
Flanders and Ghent, which afterwards coft a hiUH 
dred thoufad lives twice told ; and with great dif-. 
ficulty could any end be put to it and peace rc^ 
eftablifhed, for the leaders in Ghent knew they had 
done fuch evil deeds againft the earl of Flanders 
and the duke of Burgundy th'at they were pcr-^ 
fuaded no treaty could be made or fwom to, what- 
ever the outward appearance of it might be, but 
that their lives would be facrificed. 

This made them firm in their rcfolutions, and 
refolved to keep up the divifion and war againft 

the 
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the carl and gentlemen flf Flanders : it alfo gav€ 
them the courage to fight delperatcly, which, howr- 
cvcr, ibmetimes ill bcfcl them in their ^ntclprizcs, 
as you will hear related* 

The earl of Flanders, Who . had fixed his refi- 
dcnce at LijUe, received daily information of the ill 
deeds of the men of Ghent, how they were de- 
.ftroying and burning the hpufes of his nobles : he 
was fore vexed, and faid he would take fo great a 
revenge on Ghent, .that he would put it in fire and 
flames, with all ithr inhajbitaats within it. In order 
to be more powerful, ^c earl fummoned ail the 
barons of FUn^ers, and gave up to them' the whole 
vCQUntry, the better to refift the white hoods. He 
appointed wq leaders, Gabis de Mamines and 
Peter d'Eftreviljes. Thefe two, with their com- 
pany, bore the banner of the carl, and remained 
about three weeks between Oudenarde and Cour- 
tray, upon the Lys, where they did much damage. 

When Raffe de Harzcllewas informed of this, he 
marched out of Ghent with the white hoods, to 
Deynfe, where he thought to meet. the army of the 
^arl : but, when they knew that the Ghent men 
were on their march, they retreated to Tournay, 
and ftrengthened the town. They continued there, 
and in the neighbourhood of Damme, Orchies and 
Vorlam a confiderable time, fo that the merchants 
dared not go frotn Tournay to Douay for fear of 
them. It was reported, the Ghent .men intended 
bcfieging Lille and the ear4 within it ; and for this 
purpofe they would have formed in alliance with 
Bruges and Ypres, They had gained over Gra- 
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moht and Gourtnty ) but thoic df Bruges atld 
Yprcswcrc irrcfolutc. They had difagrccd with 
the handicraft trades^ declaring it would be a gre^t 
folly to go fo far to lay fiege to Lille ; for the earl, 
their lord, might form an alliance with the king of 
France^ as he had formerly done, and receive froth 
him much ailiftanc^* 

' Thefe doubts kept the principal towiis of Flan- 
ders at this dmc from entering into' the war, fo 
that no liege was formed. To prevent the eafl 
from entering into any treaty with his fon^in-law 
the duke of Burgundy, they fent ambaflkdors, with 
moft amicable letters, to the king of France, to fup- 
plicate him, for the love of God, not to take any 
part to their difadvantage ; for their only wifh was ' 
love, peace, obedience and fervice 3 and that therr 
lord had very wrongfully and wickedly oppreffed 
and haraffcd them : that what they were now doing 
was only for the prefcrvation of their franchifes, 
which their lord wanted to deftroy. 

The king was fomewhat inclined in their favour, 
though he fhewed not any appearance of it in pub- 
lic. The duke of Anjou, his brotheri did the 
fame ; for, although the earl of Flanders was their 
coufin, he was not in their good graces, on account 
of having entertained the duke of Brittany for a 
long time much againft their wills. They therefore 
troubled not themfelves about his affairs : neither 
did pope Clement, who faid, that God had fent 
him this rod becaufe he was his enemy and would 
riot acknowledge him as pope, 
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CHAP.XXXn. 

* 

TfiTE DEATH or SIR BERTRAND DU GUESQLIN, 

CONSTABLE OF FRANCE. 

'T^HE good conftable of France, fir Bcrtrand du 
^ Gucfclin, had remained, in Aiivergnc with, 
many able men at arms. He had laid fiege to Cha- 
teau neuf de Randon*, three fcagues from the dty 
of Mendef, and four from the town of Puy in 
' Auvergne, in the caftle of which he had fhut up 
feveral Englifli and Gafcons, who had come from 
the country of Limoufin, where there, were plenty 
offortreffes. 

The conftable made many fevere attacks on the 
caftle during the fiege, and fwore- that he would 
never depart until he was the mafter of it. WKen 
there, he was feized with fo great a fickncft that he 
kept his bed ; this, however, did not prevent the 
fiege from being continued t indeed, it was carried 
on by his army with greater eagemefs. 

Sir Bertrand's malady w^s fo deadly that he fell 
a viftim to it, which was a fevere lofs to his friends 
and to the kingdom of France. His body was car- 
ried to the church of the Cordeliers of Puy in 
■ I ■ ■ ■ 1 11 I 1 1 1 I . ■ I ■ ■ I 

* Chateau neuf de Randon,— a village in Lower Languedoc. 
f Mende,-— an ancient city in Lower Languedoc, twenty- 
.dghi leagues from Alby. 
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Au\^ergnc, where it remained one night ; and ott 
the tiiorrow it was embalmed^ conveyed to Su 
Denis in France and buried in- a tomb very near 
that of king Charles df France, which the king 
had caufcd to be made in his life time. By his or- 
der, the body of fir Bertrand, his conftable, was 
placed at his feet ; and his obfequies were perform- 
ed with the fame honours as if he had been his. 
own fon : the king's brothers^ as Well as great 
numbers of the nobility, attended. 

By the death of fir Bertrand, the office of con-» 
ftable became vacant s On which many councils 
were held to nominate a fucceflbr. Several great 
barons of France were thought. of : in particular^ 
the lords de Cliflbn and de Coucy* The king of 
France appointed the lord de Coucy governor of* 
all Picardy, and alfo gave him the domain of Mor- 
taigne, which is a handfome heritage, fituated be-* 
tween Tournay and Valenciennes. 

Sir James de Verchin, the young fenefchal of 
Hainault, was turned out of it : he held it in fuc- 
ccffion from his father, who had been lord of it for 
a long time. I fay, therefore,, the lord de Coucy 
was greatly in favour with the king of France, who 
was defirous to nominate him conftable: but the 
gallant knight excufcd himfelf with many rcafons^ 
and refufcd to undertake fo weighty a charge a»^ 
that of conftable, adding that fir Oliver de Cliflbn 
was the fitteft perfon of any, for he was a valianty 
enterprifing and prudent knight, well known to 
and beloved by the Bretons* 

Things remained thus for fome time, when the 
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men at arms of fir Bertraad returned to France; 
for the caftle had furrcndercd the fame day the 
conftable had died, and the garrlfon of it had ^6h^ 
to that of Ventadour. 

When the king of France faw the men at anns 
of the conftable he turned afide for grief at tK? 
lofs of him whom he had fo much loved : he gave 
to each of them a handfome prcfent fuitably to 
their ranks. 

We will now leave thi4 fubjcft, and relate how 
the earl of Buckingham, youngeft fon of Edwar^^ 
III. of England, having affemblcd a larg^ army ci«f 
men at arms and archers, crofTed the fea, ahcl 
marched his army thrqugh France to Brittany. 
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THE DUKE OF BftiTti^V RECilJESTS SUCCOU* 

FROM TH^: KING Of ENGLAND. trf^ tAKL 0? 

BUCKINiGHAM, YOpiiGtSr SON TO TftE LAT< 
KING, IS APPOtNt-BO COMMANDER 07 Tfl* 
EXPEDITION, 

YOU have before hear4, that When Ae duke of 
.Brittany left EnjgTand, king Richard and his 
uncles promifed him aid of men at arms and 
archers, which ' they performed with ill fuccefsi 
for this was "the expedition under the 'command of 
*?ir Tohn Arundel, who with tw.d'hUndred men at 
You. V - >I 9,rtn% 
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arms were fhipwrec^ccd, he hlmfelf drowned with 
fourfcpre men at arms and as many archers, and 
from which fir Hugh Calverjejr and fir Thomas 
TVivet moft narrowly efcapcd. 
' This, unfortunate event put an end to the expe- 
dition, which not being known to the duke of 
Brittany, he and his council were exceedingly fur- 
prifed, and could not conceive what was become 
of the Engliflii for they were very anxious to 
profit by their affiftance, in the Iharp war which 
.was carrying bn.againft the duke by fir Oliver dc 
^liflbh, . fir Guy de Laval, fir Oliver du Guefclin^ 
the count de LongueviUe, the lord de Rochefbrt^ 
and the French on the frontiers of his duclhy. 

The duke was advifed to fend fome able men to 
England, to know why the reinforcements wer^ 
not fent according to promife, and to haften them 
over^ for they wf re in great need of them. 

The lord de Beaumanoir and fir Eufi:ace de U, 
Houflaye were, entreated by the, duke ?ui4 his no- 
bility to make this journey %o England : they an- 
fwer^di they would willingly comply • Letters 
▼W given to them by the duke and the nobles of 
Hit country 5 when having departed, they embark-- 
cd at Vannes, with a favourable wind, and arrived 
at Sou^b^niptQnt . 

They there difembarked, jmd, having mounted 
(heir horfes, went to London. It was about Whit- 
funtide, in the year of grace 1380. 

The arrival of thefe two lords was foon notified 
tp the king and tq his thr^e uncles. The Whjtfujy 
fjf%^ being arrived, th? king went to Windfor to 
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celebrated it,, attended by his uncles and great num* 
bers of the barons and knights of England. The 
two ambaifadors went thither alfo, and were gra- 
cioufly received by the king and the barons, when 
they prefented their letters to his majefty and his ^ 
uncles. v- 

After they had perufed them, they knew the 
great need the duke of Brittany had for afTiftancc,/' 
from the earnefl: entreaties he and the country 
made for it- 

The ambaifadors then firft heard of the death 
of fir John Arundel and his companions, who had 
perifhed at fea on their voyage to Brittahy. The: 
duke of I^ancafter made excufes, faying, it was 
not owing to any fault of the king or his miniftcrs,^ 
but ill fortune at fea, againft which none can make 
head when God wills it fo. The ambairadors,' 
therefore, fujly acquitted the king, and greatly la- 
mented the deaths of thofe knights and fquires wtu^ 
hadperiftied* 

When the feafts of Whicfuptidc were overi a 
parliament was holden at Weftminftfi/f. to which 
were fummoned all the menfibcrs of the council. 

Whilft djiefe things were paffing, fir Guifcard 
d' Angle, earl of Huntingdon, departed thi$ life i^ 
the city of London* He was buried in the church 
of the Auftin friars*. The king ordered his obr 
fcquies to be moft honourably perforated, and they 
were attended by a great number of the prelates 
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* Auftin £iars. See Googh's Se'pukhral Monaments. 
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2nd barons of En^^d^^die' biifaop of London 
ftng mafs. -* 

Soon after the pdrliameftt was opened^ the lord 
Thomas, youngcft fon of the late king of England, 
and mihy barons, knights and fquires of the realm, 
were ordered to crofs the fea to Calais ; and, if 
God fliould permit, they were to marcfv through 
France, with three thoufand men at amis jjnd a$ 
many archers, fo that the lord Thoiftas might af^ 
rive in Britt^y, attended by earls, b^^r&iis and 
knights firittbly to the dignity (tf a kiilg^s fon, 

-He undertook a bold taflc W pafs through the 
kingdom, of France, which is fo exteofive and 
noblcj arid which has fuch gallant chiVaky and 
valiant men at arifts. 

- When every thing relative to t|iis expe4ition 
had been difcufled and finally arranged, the king 
of England and his uncles wrote Ikters to the 
doke of Brittany and to the nobles of -the Country, 
informing them in part of their will, what ha4 
Keen ditWitiincd on by the parliament; and that 
fat -a fcerfaifjty the earl of Buckingham would- thin 
fcafbn ttrofsthe fea to march to their aid« 

- The king of England Ihewed the atobrf&dors 
ftiany honours, and gave them very rich prefents, 
as did alfo his uncles, when they fet out on their 
departure for Brittany* They prefented their 
letters to the duke, whoj having opened and read 
them, Ihcwed them to the ftates of his country, 
who were fatisficd with their contents. The kinor 

o 

6f England and his uncles did not delay this ex- 
p^ditio;^ but fent fummpns to all thofe who had 
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be^n Teieded to Attend the earl ot Buckingham i 
the barons to affemble in one place, and thift 
.knights in another. They had their wages paid 
them at Dover for three months, which were to 
commence as foon as they (hould land at Calais, 
as well for the men at arms as the archers, and 
their paffage over was given to them* They^ croffcd 
in fmall parties to Calais, and were upwards of' 
fifteen days before the whole had there landed* 

Thpfc of Boulogne having noticed fuch large 
bodies of men at arms continually croflir^ from 
Dover to Calais, gave notice of it to all the coun- 
try and the different garrifons, that they might 
not be furprifed* 

When this intelligence was known iii the Bou- 

lonnois, the Terouennois, and in the County of 

(juines, all the knights and fquires of thofe coun- 

' tries placed their wealth in different ftrong towns, 

to avoid lofing it, 

'The governors of Boulogne, Ardres, de la Mon- 
toire, d'Efperleck, de Tournehem, de Nordt, dc 
Liques, and of other caftles on the frotttiers** ev- 
erted themfclvcs greatly in ftrengtheriing and*iric~ 
tualling their garrifons 5 for they knew, that fincc 
the* Englifti had croffcd over: with fo large a fleet 
they would be auacked. 

•News of this armament was carried to the king 
o^ Exancc, who rcfided ^t Paris, He fent imme- 
diate orders, to the lord de Coucy, who at that 
,, time WAS at St. Quentin, to provide hinifelf^ith 
men a£ arai?»:.,?nd to march to Picardy, to re- 
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inforcc all the towns, cities and caftles in that pro- 
vince. 

•The lord de Coucy duly obeyed the king's or- 
ders, and iflued his funnmons at Pcronne in the 
Vcrmandois, for the inftant aflembling all knights 
and fquires of Artois, Vermandois and Picardy. 
The lord de Saimpi was at that time governor of 
Ardrcs, and fir John de B'ouille of Boulogne. 

The earl of Buckingham arrived at Calais with 
his army three days before Magdalen-day, in the 
month of July 1380. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM MARCHES WITH HIS 

ARMY FROM CALAIS* 

^nr^HE garrifon in Calais were much rejoiced at 
* the arrival of the earl of Buckingham, for 
they well knew it would not be 4ong before they 
began their march. The earl having refrefhed 
himfelf for two days at Calais, on the third de- 
parted, and took the field, following the road to- 
wards Marquignes*. It is proper I fhould name 



• Marquignes — lifuppofe miift be Marquife, a town in the 
Boulonnois> between Calais and Boulogne^ five leagues fnm 
Ca ais. 

to 
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to you the banners and pennons under the earl^id 
command : firft, the earl himfelf, and the carl of 
Stafford who had married his niece^ a daughter of* 
the lord de Coucy, rode with difplayed banners ^ 
the carl of Dcvonfliire, the lord Defpencer who 
was conftable of the army, the lord Fitzwaltcr 
marfhal, the lord Baflet, the lord Bourchier, tl^ 
lord Ferrars, the lord Morley, the lord Darcey, fir 
William Windfor, fir Hugh Calverley> fir Hugh 
Haftings and fir Hugh de la Sente*, advanced 
with their pennons -, lord Thomas Percy, fir Thomas 
Trivet, fir William Clinton, fir Evan de Fitzwar- 
ren, fir HUgh Tyrrel, the lord de la Warr, fir 
Euftace and fir John de Harbcfton, fir William 
Farrington, the lord de Braofe, fir William F^brcj 
fir John and fir Nicholas d^Ambreticourt, fir John 
Mace, fir Thomas Camois, fir Ralph fon to the 
lord NeviUe, fir Henry baftard of Ferrars, fir 
Hugh Broc, fir GeofFry. Worfclcy, fir Thomas 
Weft, the lord de Saindle More, David Holgrave^ 
Huguelin de Calycrlcy baftard, Bernard de Co- 
dcrieres and feveral more. 

Thefe men at arms rode on in handfome array> 
but did not march farther the day they had left 
Calais than to Marquife, where they halted, to 
attend to their affairs, and to hold a council which 
road they (hould take to accomplifti their expedi* 
tion } for there were feveral lamong them who had 
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never been in France before : in particular^ Ate 
king's fon, and many barons and knights. . 

It was therefore but rcafonable, that thofc who 
were acquainted with the kingdom of France, and 
having formerly paflcd through, and had fcvcral 
engagements in it, fhould have fuch weight given 
to their advice and opinions as redounded to their 
honour. True it is, that in former times, when 
the Englifh invaded France, they had made a re- 
gulation, for the leaders to fwear, in the prcfcnce 
of the king and his council, to obferve two diings ; 
that to no one, except to therafelves, would they 
reveal the fccrets of their councils, their intended 
march, nor what might be their intentions ; and 
fecondly, that they would never agree to any 
treaty with the enemy without the knowledge and 

confent of the king and his council. 

When thefe barons/ knights and iquires, with 

their men, had remained for three days at Mar- 
quife, and their whole force had joined them from 
Calais, the captains, having well confidered their 
line of march, departed, and took the road to 
Ardres. T^hey halted before the caftle of Ardrcs, 
to fliew themfelves to the garrifon within ; when 
the earl of Buckingham having created tht carl of 
Devonfhire and the lord Morley knights, thefe 
two lords firft difplayed their banners. 

The earl of Buckingham created alfo the fol- 
lowing knights : the fon of the lord Fitzwalter, 
fir Roger Strange, fir John dTpre, fir John Cole, 
fir James Tyrrel, fir Thomas Ramcftone, fir John 

Neville, 
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Neville, fir Thomas Rofelie. The whole army 
took up their quarters at Hofque*, when the 
above knights were hiade* The van-guard then 
marched to a ftrong hoiife caHed Folantf, fitiiatcd 
upon a river. There was a fquire within it of the 
name of Robert, to whom the houfe belonged. 
He was a good man at arms, and had well gaJ^- 
' rifoned it with ftores and hardy foldiers, whom he 
had picked up in the neighbourhood, to the 
amount of forty, who (hewed every intention to 
defend themfclves welL 

Thefe barons and knights, eager ^to do hon<Hlr 
to their new knighthood, furroundcd the tower of 
Folant, and immediately began the' attack' ibutit 
was well de&ndfcd by thofe within. Many a gal- 
lant deed was performed; and thofe in the fort 
(hot well and continually, by which many of the 
alfailants were killed and wounded who ventured 
too near. There were in the fort fome good 
crofs-bowmen, whom the governor of St. Oriier 
had fent thither at the fquire's requcfl: j for he had 
imagined the Englifh would pafs near his houfe, 
and was refolved to defend it to the utmoft of his 
pouiet, which he did, for he behaved gallantly. 

The earl of Devon(hire, whilft he was on the 
ditch, his banner difpkyed before him, fpoke out 
bravely, Which greatly encouraged his men, faying, 
^ What, my lords ! (hall wc fo much difgrace our 
new honours as to remain all the )day befoire this 
pigeon-houfe ? - The drong places and caftles in 
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France niay wtH hol4 out againft us^ when fuch 
a plac^ as this ftop^ us. Advance, advance ! kt 
us prove our, knighthoods/ Thofc who heard 
him took proper notice of what he faid, and, 
fparing themfelvcjs lefs than before, leaped into the 
ditches, and made for the. walls, the archers fhoot* 
ing fo briflcly that fcafcely any dared fhew them* 
fclves on the parapets. 

Several were killed and wounded, and the lower 
court taken and burnt« At length, the whole 
garrifon were made prifoners ; but, though they 
had defended themfelvcs well, none were' mortally 
wounded. Thus was the houfe of Folant gained, 
and Robert Folant with his garrifon made prifon- 
ers, by the earl of Devonfhire and his men. The 
whole divifion took up their quarters on the banks 
of the river of Hofque, to wait for fir William 
Windfor, who commanded the rear-guard. He 
came thither in the evening. On the morrow, 
they marched off together, and advanced as far as 
Efperleck, where they lodged themfclves 

The governor of St. Omer, finding the enemy 
fo near, doubled his guards, and ordered two 
thoufand men to be in readinefs the whole night, 
that the enemy might not furprife the town. The 
next day, the Englifh decamped, about fix o'clock, 
and advanced in battle-array before St. Omen 
The inhabitants, hearing of their march, armed 
thcmfelves, according to the orders they had rcr 
ccived, and drew up in the niiarket-place, from 
whence they went to the gates, towers and. batde- 
nients, with a determined refolution tp refift; for 

they 



.187 

they had heard that the Englifh would attack the 
town ; but they had no fuch intentions, for, as it 
was very ftrong, they might lofe more/ than they 
could gain. 

The earl of Buckingham, however, who had 
never before l^een in France, wifhed to fee St. 
Omer, becaufe it appeared from its gates, walls^ 
towers and fteeples, to be ahandfome place. He 
drew up and halted his army on a hill about half 
a league from it, where he remained for three 
hours. While there, fomc of the young knights 
and fquires, mounting their courfcrs, fpurrcd them 

f up to the barriers and demanded to tilt with the 
knights in the town ; but, no anfwers being made 
to them, they returned back to the army. 

The day the earl came before St. Omer, he 
made more knights ; among whom were fir Ralph 

' Neville, fir Bartholomew Bourchicr, fir Thomas 
Camois, fir Foulke Corbet, fir Thomas d'Angleere, 
fir Ralph Patipas, fir Lewis St.Aubin and fir John 
Paulet. Thefe new knights, in the firft vigour 
of chivalry, mounted their horfes, and galloped tip 
to the gates, calling on the knights within to tilt 
with them ; but they experienced the fame ncgle£t 
as the others had done. 

When the army faw that the French lords in St. 
Omer made not any attempt to come out to meet 
them, they continued their march,- and came that 
day toEfquilles, between St. Omer and Terouenflc, 
where they took up their quarters for the night. 
On the morrow, they departed, and m^dc for Xe- 

roucnne. 

The 
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The French garrifons in the counties of Bou- 
logne, Artois and Guines, having obfcrved -- the 
difpofitions of the Englifh, diat they continued 
their march withc^ut flopping at any place, mu^ 
tually informed each other of their intentions to 
follow them, fince much might be gained by it 2 
they therefore affembled, under the pennons of the 
lord de Franfures and the lord de S^mpi, to the 
number of more than two hundred lances. 

They purfued the Englifh army ; but, though 
they kept clofe to them, the Englifh marched in 
fuch compadt order, they were not put into the 
leafl diforder, and their enemies could not attacl^ 
them, without the rifk of fufFering a total defeat- 
Thefe French knights andfquires, however, at times 
fell upon the Englifh foragers, lb that they dared 
not forage but in large companies. 

The Englifh pafTed Tcrouenne without attempt- 
ing any thing, for the lords de Saimpi and de 
Franfures were within it. They marched 06 to- 
wards Bethune, where they halted for a day ; and 
I will tell you the reafon. You have before heard 
how king Richard, by the advice of his uncles and 
council, had fent into Germany fir Simon Burlcy, 
to the emperor*, to demand his fifler in marriage. 
This knight fo well managed the bufinefs that xhc 
cmpei*or, by advice of his council and the great 
lords of his court, complied with the requefV ;- but 
he had fent, with fir Simon Hurley, the duke of 
Saxony, firfl to Luxembourg and then to England, 



Winceflaus Vi. emperor. 

to 



to obfer^e' chat kingdom, in order Aat his fifter 
might have a jvjft accx)unj: of it, fo that, if agreeable; 
the marriage might be concluded. 

The cardinal of Ravenna was at that^ime in 
England, and, being an Urbanift^ was converting? 
liie Englifli to the fame way of . tHinkirtg : he was 
waiting alfo the arrival of the above-mentioned 
duke. At the totrcaties of the emperbn^and thft 
duke of Brabant, he add ail his company <^btained 
liberty to pafs through France td Calais. ^They 
therefore travelled by Way df Toufhayy Li^le and 
B^thune, from whence they came to vifit'the earf 
of Buckingham and his barons, who received the 
duke of Saxony and his fuite moft honourably; 
.The Germans continued their journey through Aire 
jUaA St. Omer, and from tbencie to Calais. 

vThe earl of Buckingham marched his army be- 
fore Liques, and encamped that fame day at Bouhain 
Ics Bouiflieres I but they were cbnftahtly followed 
by the lords dc Saimpt and de Franfuf^s with their 
(otct^. In the morning, they advanced nearer to 
Bethune. There Were in that town a numerous 
garrifon of ttitn at ai^ms, knights and fquines, whorti 
the lord dcCoucy had lent thither; fuch as thri 
lord de Hangeft, fir John and fir Triftah de Royc^ 
fir Geoffiry de Chafny, fir Guy de Harcourt and 
many more. The army paffed by Bethune without 
making any attempt to attack it, and lay at Don* 
cheres*. 



• Q, if not Donchy, a village near Arra§. 

In 
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In the eveoii^ the lords de Saimpi and de Fran- 
furcs entered Bethune^ and the next day went to 
Arras, where they met the lord de Coucy, who re- 
ceived them very politely, inquiring news fix>m 
them, and which road the Englifli had taken. 
Tney replied, they had lodged the preceding night 
9t Doncheres i that they marched with very great 
prudence,' for they conftandy kept in clofe order.. 

* It is then dear,' anfwered the lord de Coucy, 

* that they wifh for battle; which they (hall have, .if 
the king our lord will truft us, before they have 
finiihed their march.' 

The earl marched by Arras, in order of battle 
continuing his route without doing any thing : htr 
took up his quarters at Anet*, on the morrow at 
Miraumoiit^, and the nexit day at Clery on the 
Sonune. .v^ 

The lord de Coucy« who refidcd at Arras, o0 
hearing they had gone this road, font die Icffd 
Hangeft toBraye fur Sonune^ aixi widi him thirty 
lances^ kni^its and Iqmres : he ordered to Pcroone 
iir James de Verchin, fenefohal of Hainaidt^ the 
lord de Hamireth, iir John de Roye and fovcnl 
others : he himfelf went to St. Qu^itin. He font 
die lord de Clery, with others, ioio the VermaiK 

dois; for he was anxious that no lois fhould be fU& 
fered through any negligence on his part. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

TJHE LORD D£ BRIMEU, HIS SONS AND HIS MEN 
ARE TAKEN PRISONERS BY THE ENGLISH.-— 
THE GARRISON OF PERONKE ARE DRIVEN 
BACK INTO THAT TOWN. 

^TpHE night the Englilh had quartered themfelvcs 
-*^ at Clery on the Somme, Tome knights of the 
army, fuch as fir Thomas Trivet, fir William Clin- 
ton, fir Evan Fitz warren, at the inftigation of the 
lohi Delawarr, who was well acquainted with thq 
whole country, and knew that the lord de Coucjr 
was with a large body of men at arms in the town 
of Arras, refolved to march from the army, at early 
dawn, with the foragers, to fee if they fliould meet 
with any adventure worth attending to i for they 
wilhed to perform fome deed of arms. As they 
had planned, fo (did they execute j and about thirty 
lances fet out after the foragers, in fearch of adven- 
tures. 

This fame day, the lord de Coucy had left Arras 
with a large body of men, and had taken the road 
to St. Quentin. When they were on their march; 
the lord de Brimeu, his fons, with about thirty 
rpears, quitted: the army of the lord de Coucy, 
anxious to perform foirie gallant aft. Thefe two 
bodies of Englifti and French, meeting in the 
pldns, faw a combat was invetiable : they therefore 
' '. '- ^ ' ftruck 
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ftruck fpurs into their horfes^ and galloped towards 
each other, Ihouting their cries of war. On the 
firft Ihock, fcveral were unhorfed, killed and 
wounded on both fides. Many handfome deeds 
were done : they difmounted, and began to thruft 
with their fpears, each party behaving bravely. 
This mode of combat continued about an hour, and 
.n'3 one could fay to whom would be the viftory, 
but in the end the Englifh won the field. Sir Tho- 
mas Trivet made prifoners the lord de Brimeu, and 
his two fons, John and Lewis, and fixteen men at 
arms : the reft faved thcmfclves : and the Englifh 
returned to their army with their prifoners. 

The\ remained fome little time in the neigh^ 
bourhood of Peronne, having heard from their pri- 
foners, that the lord dc Coucy was in that town 
with upwards of a. thoufand lances, and they knew 
not if he wifhcd to offer them batde. 

This day the lord Delawarr, with Fierabras his 
baftard-brothcr* fir Evan Fitsswarren and fevcral 

■ 

others, qu tting the army,'ha(l;ened to Mont St» 

Quentin, where they potted themfelvcs in ambuf* 

cade I for they had learnt that the fcnefchal of 

Ilainault was with a (Irong body of men at aroi^ in 

i^cronnc, and they knew him to be fo felf-fuffictcnt 

that he would not fail to fally out, which in trutl^ 

he did. 

■■' ■ 
Tlie van- guard ordered ten men at arms to march 

to Peronne I among whom were Thierry dc Sotf- 

nmin, Fierabras, fir Hugh Calverley and Hopoquiq 

1 lay I mounted on their chargers. They galloped 

up to tho barriers^ where there were at leaft fifty 

fpears 
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fpears with the Jenefchal of Haiiwult ; who, think" 
ing to catch thefe gallopers, ordered the barriers to 
be thrown open, and immediately began a purfuit 
after them, as they retreated towards their am- 
bufcadc. 

When thofe who had placed themfelves in am- 
bu(h faw the French purfuing their men, they dif- 
covered themfelves j but it was fomewhat too foon, 
for when the fenefchal perceived this large body fo 
well mounted, he founded a retreat, and the horfe* 
then knew the efFeft of fpurs : ' very opportunely 
did thefe lords find the barriers open. 

They were, however, fo clofely followed, that fir 
Richard de Marqueillies, fir Loujs de Vertaing, 
Honard de la Honarderie, Vital de St. Hilaire,with 
ten other men at arms, remained prifoncrs to the 
Englilh : the others cfcaped. When the Englifli 
learnt, that the Itnefchal of Hainault, the lord de 
Hamireth, the lord de Clery, with twenty other 
knights, had efcaped, they cried out, — ' God ! 
what a fortunate event would it have been, if we 
had taken them, for they wcJuld have paid us forty 
thoufand francs.' They returned to the army, and 
nothing more was done that day. 

The army remained for three days at Clery fur 
Somme, and in that neighbourhood. On the fourth, 
they marched away, and came to the abbey of 
Vaucelle*, three leagues from Cambray, and the 
iocxc day nearer St. Qiientin. This day, about 
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dhirty fpesi^s aiiUcliicdi to the duke of Burgundy 
\^d fct, oyf frorg ,A;f W for St. Qucntin. Sir Tho-i 
m»i T^i^cifi fir Evan Fit^warrcn, the lord Pclawarrj, 
4nd ftveral others vfhq had been from the van-, 
guard with the foragers, as they were about to fix; 
Qi;ir their ()uart;ersj fell in with thefe ButgiLindians^ 
vrljLfgn a batde cnjGi^d : but it did not l^ lQng> for 
dM^^., ^MrgwniiiaQS were fooa difperfed, one here,^ 
^p:>t}>e{;:U)ere, wc^ all .tried to fave themielves a^^ 
YcU^a^ tii^yi could* Sir John de Mornay, however^ 
A/?p4 ^^' 8^V^. ii> good order, with his pcnnoo^ 
before him, a^ fought valiantly, but at kft was^ 
t^en, aii4 te?| men of; hi^ coq>fH«y. The Eng- 
li0i the^^ naa/qhcd to Fpurfons., two leagues ffX)nK 
Amiensi ,^hire th^ . van-guard quarts ;ed itfelf. 



- % 



■ . I 






•■ 



t 






I l l I. .I'l ■■■'■ . 1 



CHAP. XXXVI. 

TvH^]|NGi;iSH BURN AND D.SSPOIt CHAMPAGN£.>^7*< 
: l^ii^Y MBJET -WITH VAXIOUS ADVENTURES ON 
THEIR MARCH, AND MAKE MANY PRISONERS* 

/^N the enfMihg morning, when the earlof Buck- 
^^^^ ingtvam and his army had^ heard mafs, they 
bjf gaa their oiarch towards St. Quentin ; in which 
town there were numbers of men at arms, but they, 
did not fally forth. Some' of the light troops gal- 
loped up to the barriers, and foon returned ; for 
the army continued its march, without halting, 
' • until 
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tintil it arrived at Ongtvy St.Benoifte* and the ad- 
jacent viHages, In the towa of Origny, there was 
a handfome nunnery, the abbefs of which at thdt 
time happened to be aunt-in-Iaw to the lord De- 
lawarr, at whofe entreaty the nunnery and the 
whole town were refpited from btdng burnt ahd 
pillaged : the earl was lodged in djic abbey. That 
evening and the foUowiag morBiing> there wiert 
many fkirmifhes at Ribemont, which was hard bff^ 
when feveral were flain and wounded on each fide. 

In the morning, the army diflodged from Origny, 
came to Crecy, and paffed Vaur below Laon, fixing 
their quarters at Siffonnef, The next day, they 
croffed the river Aifne at Pont a Vairc, and eawfli 
to Hermonville and Coumiffy, four leagues from 
Rheims, without meeting with any forage on their 
march* 

Every thing had been driven or carried into tht 
towns and ftrong places, the king of France having 
abandoned to his own men at arms whatever they • 
could find in the open country : [the Englifli, there- 
fore, fufFered great diftrefi for want of food. They 
determined to fend a herald to Rheihas^ to open a 
treaty with riie inhabitants, for them to fend provi- 
fions to the army, fuch as catde, bread and wine. 

The inhabitants refufcd to enter into any nego- 
tiation, and, in their reply, faid, they muft make the 
beft of it. This anfvver fo much enraged them 



* Origny St. Benoiie, — a town in Picardy, oa the Oife, 
three kagues from St. Quentin. 

f SiiTonne^— ^ town in Picardy, dioceft^ of Laon. 

O 2 that 
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that, in one week, the light troops turnt upwards 
of fixty villages dependant on Rheims. The Eng- 
liih heard that the people of Rheims had fecurcd 
fix thoufand Iheep in the ditches of the town, think- 
ing them fafe there : the van-guard advanced thi- 
. ther, and made their men defccnd into the ditches 
and drive out the flieep, without any one daring to 
iflbe from the town to prevent them, or even ap- 
.yearing on the bulwarks j for the archers, being 
pofted on the banks of the ditch, fhot fo (harply 
that no one ventured to (hew himfelf : the Englilh 
gained feveral thoufand head of fheep. They fent 
to inform the townfmen, they would burn all the 
com m the fields, unlefs they ranfomed it by fend- 
ing them bread and wine. The inhabitants were 
frightened by this threat, and fent the army from 
ten to fixteen loads of bread and wine : by this 
means, the corn and oats were faved from being 
burnt. The Englifli marched by Rheims in order 
of battle to Beaumont fur Veflc*, for they had 
croflcd the river below Rheims. On their depar- 
ture from Ikaumont, the Englifli rode along the 
river Marne, to feck apaflagc, and came to Conde 
fur Marne, where they found the bridge broken 
down J but, as the fupporters ftill remained, they 
fought for planks and beams, with which they re- 
built the bridge, crofled the river, and quartered 
thcmfclvcs in the villages above Marne; and on 
the enfuing day, they came before the town of 



Beaamont fur Vefle,— near Rkeimt . 

Vcrtus, 
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Vertus*, when there was a grand (kirmlfh in front 
of the caftle, in which many were wounded. 

The earl of Buckingham was lodged in the 
abbey. During the night, the town was burnt, 
except the abbey, which, from the earl lodging in 
it, was faved ; oihcrwife it would infallibly have 
fufFered the fame fate, for the townfmen had re- 
treated into the caftle, and would not ranfom it. 
The army marched off the following day, and 
paffed by the caftle of Moymer, which is the inhe- 
ritance of the lord de Chafl:illon. The n<irmifhers 
advanced to the barriers, and then pafled on and 
took up their quarters for the night at Pelangc, 
making for the city of Troyes, and the next day at 
Plancy fur Aubef. The lord de Chateauneuf and 
John de Chateauneuf his brother, with Remond St. 
Marfm, Gafcons, and fome Englilh, about forty 
fpears in the whole, rode from the army to feek ad- 
ventures, but met with none, which vexed them 
much. On their return, they faw in the plain 3 
body of men at arms riding towards Troyes : it 
was the lord de Hangeft and his men ; the Englifh 
and Gafcons immediately fpurred their horfes to 
come up with them. The lord de Hangeft had 
well obferved them, and, doubting they were in 
greater numbers dian they appeared, faid to his 
men; * Make for Plancy and fave yourfelves j for 



• Vertiu,— a lown in Chjunpagne, twelve leagues from 
Rheinu. 

+ Plancy fur Aube, — near Troyes. 

O 3 thcfe 
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the(e Englifli have difcovered us, and t|ieir main 
aniiy is not ftr pff : let us put ourfelvcs in fafety in 
the caftle of Plancy/ They rode ih thatdirc<5lion, 
^jfd the EngUfti after them. 

^ There was a valiant man at arms from Hainault 
in the trpop. of the lord Delawarr, called Peter 
JBei;ton> who fixing his lan?e in its reft, and being 
well mounted, came up with the lord de Hangeft, 
who was flying before him, and gave him fuch a 
blow on the back with his lance that he almoft 
drove him oqt of the faddlej but the lord dc 
liangeft neither loft his feat nor ftirrups, though 
Peter Berton kept the iron hard at his back s and 
in this manner did they arrive at Plancy. 

Straight at the entrance of the caftle the lord de 
Hangeft leaped from his horfe, and got into the 
ditch. Thofe within it were anxious to fave him, 
9ild ran to the barriers, where there was a grand 
ikirmilh ^ fpr the g^rrifon kept fhooting brifkly, 
beiag very good crofs-bowmen; and fevcral valiant 
deeds were done on each fide. With great difficulty 
!;hc lord dc Hangeft was faved. He fought gal- 
lantly on entering the caftle; for reinforcementjfc 
|rom the van-guard were continually arriving. The 
lord Delawarr, fir Thomas Txivet, fir Hugh Cal- 
verley, came thither, and the confli<5k was great : 
there were upwards of thirty of the French killed 
and wounded^ and the lower court of the caftle 
burnt. The caftle itfrlf was warmly attacked on 
all fides, but well defended: the mills of Plancy 
were burnt and deftroyed. The whole army then 

retired 
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reriiied, ptflfed thi tiTtr Aiibe at Pout i i*Angc* 
and liiarcted towanls Valant fiir Scine> The iord 
de Hattgeftbad aver7narro>^,efcapc% * 

This fame day diecaptafhs oF the taa-guardv (if 
Thomas Trivet, fit* Htjgh Galveriey^ the lord De-» 
\ lawarr, the baftard his brother, Peter Berton . and 
many others, made afi excwfion fe^m At 4irmyi 
and met fir Jdbn de Roye, With about twenty fpeari 
of the duke 6f Burgundy who were goifig to Trt)yci; 
The Englifli, oil ftcing thetti fptirred their horfes ; 
for the French wckc making off, as not in fuificient 
numbers to w^it for them. The g eater part did 
efcape j and fir John tic Roye, with others, got 
within the barriers of Troycs, which at the time 
chanced to be open. On their rcturi^, they cap- 
tured four of his men who could not fave them- 
selves : among whom was a: fqiiife to the duke of 
Burgundy, called Giiion Goufei*, an expert m^fi at 
arms, tils horfe was mucli heatfed, fo that hd fiad 
difmounted, and, having placed himfelf agajnlt a 
walnut tree, fought Valiantly t^b Efi'gliflittien, who 
prefled him hard, crying out to him in Englifh to 
furrcnder j but he inrfcrftood them not. Fierabras,' 
on his return from the J)urfirit, arriving at the fpot, 
faid to the ftjuife in Fr^nch> ^ Surrender thyfelf/ 
On hearing tbi», he relied, ^ Art thoii ek gentle-? 
man V The baftard rejoined, he was. * I then fur- 
renxkr myfclf to thee,' prefentii^ him his fwor4 
and gauntlet 5 for which the Eng^ifli Would have 
kiUed hini when he wats in the baftatd^s handsj and 
they told him he ivas not very Courteous, thus to 
carry from them their prifcwjer> but the baftard was 

O 4 ftronger 
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ftronger than them. Ncvcrthclcfs this affair was, 
in the evening, brought before the marftials, who, 
having well confidered it, determined he fhould re- 
main to the baftard, who that evening ranfomed 
him, taking his word for the payment, and fcnt 
him on the morrow to Troyes. ' The whole, army 
were quartered at Valant fur Seine, and the next 
day croICng the Seine at a ford, came to a village 
one league from Troyes, called Bernare-Saint- 
Simple, where the lords and captains held many 
councils. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

THS ENGLISH COME BEFORE TROYES.-— A SKIR- 
MISH AT ONE or THE GATES.— THEY TAKE 
A FORT WHICH THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY 
HAD ERECTED ON THE OUTSIDE.— KING 
CHARLES PRACTISES WITH THE INHABITANTS 

, OF NANTES. 

^TpHE duke of Burgundy was in the city of Troyes, 
•* * and had fixed on that place for the rendezvous 
of his forces. His intentions were to fight the 
Englifh between the rivers Seine and Yonne ;* and 
the barons, knights and fquifts of France did not 
wifh for any thuig better ; but Charles of France, 
doubtful of the fortune of the war, woxild not give 
his pcrmifTion fo to do. He recoUefted too well 
the great lofTes his nobles had formerly fuffered 
from the viftories of the Englifh^ and would never 

aUow 



JOl 
allow them to fight unlefs the advantages were very 
confiderable on their fide. There were with the 
duke of Burgundy, in Troyes, the duke of Bourbon, 
the duke of Bar, the count d'Eu, the lord de 
Coucy, fir John dcVicnne admiral of France, the 
lord de Vientie and de Sainte Croix, fir James de 
Viennc, fir Walter de Vicnne, the lord de la 
TremouUle, the lord de Vergy, the lord de Rouge- 
mont, the lord de Hambue, the fenefchalof Hain- 
ault, the lord de Saimpi, the baron dcs Barres, the 
\ lord de Roye, the vifcount d'Afii, fir William 
'baftard de Langres, with iipwards of two thoufand 
knights and fqiiires. I was informed, that the lord 
de la Tremouille was fent by the duke and the 
other lords to Paris, to entreat the king to allow 
them to fight j and he was not returned at the time 
the Englifii came before Troyes, 

The lords of France, doubting the Englifh would 
not pafs by without coming to look at them, had 
erefted, about a bow-Ihot from the gates of Troyes, 
a large redoubt of great beams of timber, which 
might hold about a thoufand men at arms : it was 
made of good ftrong wood, and well built. 

All the captains of the Englifh army were fum- 
moned to a council, to confider in what manner 
they (hou)d aft the enfuing day. It was rcfolved, 
that all the lords and knights IhouM march, fully 
armed with their banners and pennons difplayed, 
before Troyes : they were to draw up in die plain, 
-and to fend their heralds to offer battle to thofe in 
the town. 

They armed thcmfclves, therefore, on the mor- 
row. 
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row^ ind^ being fortmd in thfcb l>sttd!bAi3 sd<^ 
^nticed into Ac pkin before lV«)yes» where they 
bahed. The two heralds» Glocefte r and Aquitain^> 
were called, when the eafl of Buckingham faid t5 
them 5 * You will go to Troyes, and tell the lord* 
within the city, that we arc come from finglimd itt 
fearch of deeds of arms : wherever we think they 
can be found, there we ihall demand them : aiid^ 
becaufe we know that a part of the lillies a^d chi^ 
iralry of France repofe in the town of Troy«s^ w« 
have purpofcly come this road. If they wifh to fty 
ahy thing to us, they will find us in the open pkiin 
ki the form and manne/in which jrou (hall leave lii, 
and in fuchwifc as we ought to meet our enemies/ 

The heralds replied, * My loixi, we (hall obey 
your commands/ 

They then fet off, and rode to Troye^. The en- 
trance of the redoubt was opened to them> wbere 
Aey ftopped ; for they could not get to the gale ef 
the town from the numbers of men at arm^ a^ 
erofs-bowmen iflbing forth, and drawing Up beft>ref 
^is redoubt* The two heralds wore the embla^ 
zoned arms of tivt earl of Buckingham : they wei^ 
a(ked by the lords, what they wanted: they an- 
fcrered, they wifhed, if hwere poffibJe, to fpedt 
with the duke of Burgiindy. 

During the time the heralds were etideavbunng 
to deliver their meflage tO the duke of Butgundy^ 
the Englifti were arranging their battalions ; for 
they k)oked on a battle as certain. All wha were^ 
defirous of knighthood were called : firft came fir 
Thomas Ttivet^ w^ his baH»«r #(&B^ ilp, to the 

earl 
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earl of Btidkln^am, and faid ; ^ My lot^^ if you 

pleafe, I will this day difplay my banner; for, 
thanks to God, I have a fufficient revenue to fyp- 
port the ftate which a banner requires.' « It is 
highly pltafing to us/ replied the earl : then, 
taking the banner by the ftatF> he gave it back into 
his hands, faying, * Sir Thomas, God grant you 
may Ihew your valour here, and every where elfe/ 
^ Sir Thomas took his banner, and, having difplayed 
it, gave it to one of his fqui^es in whom he had 
great confidence, and went to the van-guard ; for 
he was there ftationcd by orders from the lord La- 
timer and the lord Fitzwalter, captain and con* 
fksihlc. ' 

The earl then created the following knights : fir 
Peter Berton, fir John and fir Thomas Paulet, fir 
John Stingulie, fir Thomas Dortingues, fir John 
Vaflccoq, fir John Brafie, fir John Brauine, fir 
Hcary Vernier, fir John Colville, fir William 
Everat, fir Nicholas Stingulie and fir Hugh dc 
Ijunit. They advanced to the van battalion, . in 
Order to have their (hare of the fir ft Wows. 

A very gallant fquirc from the country of Savoy 
was then called, who had before been requefted to 
be made a knight at St. Omer and at Ardres : his 
name was Ralp dc Gruyeres, fon to the count dc 
Grujrtrcs. : when the earl faid to him, * We fhaJl 
tOrday, if it ple^ God, have an engagement, and I 
will make youa knight.' The fquire excufed Jlim-* 
fclf, faying, / God give you all the- good and ho^ 
nour you wifti me 5 but I will never be a knight 
until my natural lord,. the earl of Savoy, fhaU 
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confer It upon me in battle.* He was not prefledi 
farther on this fubjeft. 

It was a plcafure to obfcnre the order of batde 
in which the Englifh were drawn up ; and die 
French were bufy in ftrengthening their fotts^ for 
they concluded that at leafl: there would be: - fomc 
fkirmifhes, and that fuch warriors as the Engliih 
would not depart without a nearer examination of 
them. 

The French formed themfelves handlbmely 5 aiid 
the duke of Burgundy was abroad, with his battle* 
axe in his hand, armed from head to foot: he/ 
pafled in review all the knights and fquires as they 
marched to the fort 5 and the crowd was fo greats 
there was not any pafllng, nor could the heralds 
arrive as far as the duke to deliver the meflagie 
with which they had been charged. 

To the words which the earl of Buckingham had 
delivered to the heralds, Glocefter and Aquitaine^ 
others were added -, for, on the evening when the 
lords had held their council, they told the heralds 1 
* You will carry this meflage, and tell the duke <^ 
Burgundy, that the duke and country of Brittany 
in conjunction have fent to the king of .England, 
for fupport and aid agdnft certain Juiights and ba- 
rons of Brittany in rebellion againft the faid duke> 
whom they refufe to obey as their lord, as the 
better difpofed part of the country do, but cany 
on war, in which-|hey are fupported by the kiricg of 
France, On this account, the king of England is 
refolved to aflift the duke and the country, and has 
ordered his fair uncle the earl of Buckingham, 
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with a large- body of men at arms, to march to 
Brittany for this purpofe. They landed at Calais, 
andj having marched through die kingdom of 
France, arc now fo much in the heart of it as to be 
arrived before the city of Troyes, wherein they 
know are great numbers of the nobility : in paru- 
cular, the duke of Burgundy, fon of the late king 
of France and brother to the king now on the 
throne : therefore, the lord Thomas of Buckingham, 
fon to the late king of England, demands a battle.' 

The heralds rcquefted to have this put down in 
writing, which they were promifed to have on the 
morrow ; but, when they again aflted for it, they 
had changed their opinions, and no letters were 
given : but they were told to go, and fay what they 
had heard, as they were of fufficlent credit ; ' and, 
if they choofe, they will believe you.' 

The heralds could not approach near enough to 
the duke to deliver their meflage, nor obtain any 
anfwer. 

The young Englilh knights had already begun to 
fkirmilh, which had troubled every thing, andfomc 
French knights and men at arms faid to the heralds, 
* Gentlemen, you are in a hazardous fituation, for 
the common people of this town are very wicked.' 

This hint made them return without doing any 
diing.* We will now relate the beginning of the 
ikirmilh. In the firft place, there was an Englilh 
fquire, a native of the bilhoprick of Lincoln, who 
was an excellent man at arms, and there gave 

t roofs of his courage. I know no: if .he had made 
ly vow J but with his lance in its reft^i'his target 
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on bis neck, he fpurred liis horlty and, riding fiill 
gallop down the caufeway, he made hbn kap orer 
the bars of the barners> and came to the gate where 
the duke was, furrounded by the French nobiltcy, 
who looked on this enterprize with ama:cement. 
The fquire inteiided returning $ but he was pre- 
vented by his horfc receiving a blow from a ijpear, 
which fcHed him and killed the fqiare. It much 
angered the^ duke that he had not been made prt- 
fener. 

Inftantly the battalions of die earl of Buckingham 
advanced on foot, to the attack q£ the mea a£ arms 
in the wooden redoubt, which had been formed of 
fliutters, doors and ubks, ted was not, to lay* the 
truth, fit to hokl out againft fuch men ac aosis as 
the En^iih*- 

When the dxjkc of Burgundy faw dieai advami^ 
in fuch numbers, and with fo much ipuit, that the 
lords, barons and knights in this fort were not in 
force to withftand them, he direfljy ordered them 
to retreat into the town, rzcq>ting die erofs- 
bowmen. They retired, by lictle and little, to the 
gate ; axn], as they were entering it^ the Genoeie 
crofs-bowmen fhot and wounded the En^ifli.. There 
was a good and fliarp (kirmifh : the redoubt was 
foon conquered, but it did not long remain to the 
Engliih. All forts of people came in great ftrcngth 
to the gates; and, astheypoffi^d, they drew up da 
the caufeways. The duke of Lorraine was theft 
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handfoijiely difpofed i| as wc^e the lord dc Coiu:y> 
the duke; of Bouyrbon an4 others,. Between this 
gate ^ncjthe bars„ many valorous deeds were done, 
aixd of cdurfc numbers flain, wgunded and taken. 

TheEpglifh, feeing th^ Frcpch retreat, retreated 
aljfo ifi excellent order, and^ formed themfelves oh 
th^ plawi, in battle-array, for upwards of two 
hours i when, tQwards cveninjg, they retired to their 
q^iiarteijs. , 

Xh^ next day, thaarmy marched to Mailfcrois- 
Ic-Vicopate, neaf Seas in Biirgundy^r where they 
haJted for t^ days, to refrefti themfelves and to 
gather proyifion.from the low countries^ of wliich 
they were; in the ^reateft want. • [ 

Yqv; have h^vd, how the EnglUb marched 
througfi Frarice, and thus tpok th^ road to Brit- 
tany. They publicly declared the duke and country 
of Britt;any had fent .for thqrn, and that they had" 
nqt any pretence fqr waging war in the name of 
the king of England their Iqrd, but that they were 
then in the pay of the; duke, of Brittany. ' 

iCing .CharJes was at the time fully .informed of 
all! thefe matters, and/likp a wife and prudent man 
as he waSj examined well all' the perils and incidents 
which might arifc from them. He confidered, that 
if Brittany joined thefe Englilh againft him, the for- 
tune of war would be more doubtful; and, as he 
was ill with the duke, if the principal towns were 
to open their gates to hib enemies, it would turn 
oi^t very much to his prejudice. He therefore fent, 
ftcretly, letters fcaled, but written in the moft jgra- 
cious (n.a.nncr, to the inhabitant^ of Nant?s (which 
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15 the key to all the other towns in Brittany), to re- 
queft they woul4 confider that the Engliih, vrho 
were marching through his kingdom, boafted they 
were fent for by them, and declared themfelves to 
be their foldiers s and that in cafe they had thus en- 
gaged them, and would perfevere in this evil zd:, 
they would incur the mclcdiftion of their holy fa-^ 
ther the pope, according to the fentehce he had 
pailcd, as well as the penalty of two hundred thou- 
fand dorins, which he could legally demand from 
them, and which they had bound themfelves to 
pay, according to treaties fealed which had formerly 
pafled between them, and of which he had copies^ 
as they could not be ignorant: that he had ever 
been their fHendj and had aififted them in all their 
neceffities; and that by perfilling in this matter 
they would be very much to blame, for they had 
not any well-grounded complaint againfl: him to 
induce them to enter fo warmly fnto the war as to 
receive his enemies. He therefore recommended 
them maturely to reconfider this -, and, if they had 
been wickedly or ill advifed, he would frankly for- 
give it, provided they did not open their gates to 
his enemies the Englifh, and would maintain them 
in all juil rights and privileges, and even renew 
them, vlhould there be occafion. 

When thcfe letters and offers from the king of 
Frai|ce had been read by the men of Nantes and 
confidercd, the principal peribns among them faid, 
the king of France was in the right, and had caufc 
for remonftrating with them as he had done j that 
in truth they had fworn and fealed never to be 
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enemies thcmfelves to the kingdom of France, nor 
to give any afllftance to its enemies. They began, 
therefore, to be on their guard, and fent privately 
to the king of France not to be uneafy onthis head, 
as they would never aid or fuccour the Englifli in 
their attempts to injure the kingdom of France by 
force, nor would theii* town afford them any aflift- 
ance ; for they were determined, if there fhoiild be 
any neceffity, to claim the help of the kihg, ^Rd 
that to his army alone would they open their gates, 
and to none elfe. 

The king of France, having received their mef- 
fenger, put confidence in their declarations, for 
Nantes was ever attached to the French intereft : 
of all this, however, the duke, who refided at 
Vannes, was ignorant : he thought, neverthelefs, 
that the inhabitants of Nantes would remain iteady 
to him, and that they would open their gates to the 
Englifh when they fhould come thither. 

We will now return to the Englifh who were 
quartered near to Sens in Burgundy j in which 
city the duke of Bar, the lord de Coucy, the lord 
de Saimpi, the lord de Franfijrcs, were in garrifon 
with their troops. 
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THE ENGLISH OVERRUN THE COUNTRIES Of 
CATINOrS AND BEAUCE.— A FRENCH SQJIIRE 
DEMANDS TO TItT WITH AN ENGLISH SC^TIRS : 
THEY BOTH BEHAVE VERY GALLANTLY. 

WHEN the carl of Buckingham and his aitny 
had rcpofcd dicmfclvcs at Maillcrois-lc-Vi- 
comce, they determined to advance into the Gati- 
nois : they croflcd, in confequence, the river Yonne, 
and their light troops went even to the fuburbs of 
Sens. The next day they quartered themfelves at 
St. Jean de Nemours and thereabouts, and after- 
wards at Beaune in Gatinois, where they remained 
three days, on account of its fertile and rich country. 
There they held a council, whether to follow the 
road into the plains of Beauce, or keep to the courie 
of the river Loire : they refolved on the ftrft, and 
marched towards Toury in Beauce. In this cafUe 
were the lord dc Saimpi, fir OUver de Mauny, fir 
Guy le Baveux and numbers of men at arms. 

There were befidcs, at Genevillc in Beauce, Ac 
lord de Volainnes, le Barrois des Barres, with others 
to the amount of three hundred fpears; and in all 
the cafUes and fortreflfes of Beauce were poftcd men 
at arms to defend the country. 

Thofc of the van-guard fkirmilhed with the gar- 
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Hfon of 1* ourjr, when there were Ibiiie (lain on both 
lides. The carl of Buckingham and his whole* 
army were quartered flit Toury in Beauee, and in 
the environs, where they found plenty of* provifions. 
During the flcirmifh at Toury, a f*quire from Beauce, 
a gentleman of tried courage, wjio had advanced 
himfelf by his own merits without any afliftance 
from others^ came to the bafriers, and cried out to 
the Englifli j ^ Is there among you any gentleman 
who for lore of his lady is willing to try with me* 
ibme feat of arms ? If there (hould be any fuch> 
here I am, quite ready to fally forth completely 
armed and mounted, to tilt thttt courfes with the 
lance, to give three blows with the battle-axe, and 
three ftrok^s with the dagger. Nov? look, you 
Englifli, if there be none among you in love*' 

This fquire's name was GaUvain Micaille^ tils 
propofal and requeft was foon Ipread among the 
Englifli, when a fquire, an expert man at tourna- 
inents, called Joachim Cator, ftepped forth and 
faid, * i will deliver him from his vow : let him 
make halte and come out of the cattle.* tJpoti 
this, the lord Fitz waiter, itiarflial of the army> went 
Up to the barriers, and faid to lir Guy le Baveux^ 
* Let your fquire come forth : he has found one 
who will cheerfully deliver him s and w^ will afford 
him every fecurity.' 

Gauvain Micaille was much rejoiced on hearing 
thefe words. He immediately armed himfelf, in 
Which the lords aflifted, in the putting 6n the dif- 
ferent pieces, and mounted him on a horfe, which 
they gave to him. Attended by two others, he 

P 2 came 



y 



.213 

came out of the cattle s and his varlets carried three 
lances, three battle-axes and three daggers. He 
wis much looked at by the Englilh, for they did 
not think any Frenchman would have engaged 
body to body. There were befides to be three 
ftrokes with a. fword, and with all other forts of 
arms. Gauvain had had three brought with him 
for fear anylhould break. 

The earl of Buckingham, hearing of this combat,, 
faid Tie would fee it, and mounted his horfe, at-.' 
tended by the earls of Stafford and Devonihjre. On 
this account, the aflault on Toury ceafed* The 
Englifhman that was to tilt was brought forward, 
completely armed and mounted on a good horfe. 
When they had taken their ftations, they gave to 
each of them a fpear, and the tilt began ^ but 
neither of them ftruck the other, from the mettle- 
fomenefs of* their horfes. They hit the fecond 
onfet, but it was by darting their fpearsj on which 
the earl of Buckingham cried out, * Hola hola ! 
it is now late.' He then faid to the conftable; 
* Put an end to it, for they have done enough tliis 
day : we will make them finifli it when we have 
more letfure than we have at this moment, and 
take^ great care that as much attention is paid to 
the French fqui re as to our own,; and order Ibmc 
one to tell thofe of the cattle, not to be uneafy 
about him, for we Ihall carry him with us to com- 
plete his enterprize, but not as ^ prifwiers and 
that when he fhall have been delivered, if he ef- . 
cape with his life, we will fend him back in all 
fafcry.' 

Thefc 
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Thefc orders of the earl were obeyed by the mar- 
Ihal, who faid to the French fquire, * You (hall ac- 
company us without any danger, and when it ftiall 
be agreeable to hiy lord you will be delivered/ 
Crauvain replied, * God help me ! ' A herald was 
fent to the caftle, to repeat to the governor the 
words you have heard. 

The following day, /they marched towards Gene- 
ville in Beauce, always in expeftation of having an 
engagement with the enemy ; for they well knew 
they were followed and watched by the French, in 
greater numbers than themfelves. True it is, that 
the French dukes, counts, barons, knights aiid 
fquires eagerly wifhed for a battle, and faid among 
themfelves, that it was very blameable and foolifli 
not to permit them to engage, and fuffer the enemy 
thus to flip through their hands. But, when it was 
mentioned to the king, he replied^ * Let them 
alone : they will deftroy themfelves/ 

The Englifli continued their march, with the 
intent to enter Brittany. 

You before heard, that there were three hun- 
dred fpears in Geneville, fo the whole army paiTcd 
by it. There was indeed at the barriers fome little 
flcirmifliing, which lafted npt long, as it was time 
thrown away. Without Geneville a handfomc mill 
was deftroy edf. The earl came to Yterville*, and 
difmounted at the houfe of the Templars. The 
van-guard went forwards to Puifetf, where |tl\ey 
heard that (ixty compamons had pofted themfelves 
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in a large tower: they marched to the attack, for 
it was fituatcd in the open plain without any bul- 
warks. The aflault was (harp, but did not lafl 
long, for the archers (hot fo brifkly that fcarcely 
any one dared to appear on the battlements : the 
tower was taken, ^d thofe within (lain or made 
prifoners. The Engli(h then fet fire to it, and 
marched on, for they were in the utmoft diftrefs 
for water. 

From thence they went to Ermoyon, where they 
quartered themfelves, and then to the forcft of 
Marchenoir. In this foreft there is a monaftery 
of monks, of the Ciftertian order, which is called 
the Ciftertian Abbey, and has feveral handfome and 
noble edifices, where formerly- a mod renowned 
and noble knight, the count de Blois, received . 
great edification, and bequeathed to it large re- 
venues 5 but the wars had greatly dimini(hed them. 
The earl of Buckingham lodged in this abbey, and 
heard mafs there on the feaft of our Lady in Sep- 
tember. It was there ordered, that Gauvain Mi- 
caille and Joachim Cator (hould on the morrow 
complete their enterprize. That day the Engli(h ' 
came to Marchenoir* : the governor was a knight 
of that country, called fir William de St. Martin, 
a prudent and valiant man at arms. The Engli(h, 
rafter having reconnoitred the caftle, retired to 
'iheir quarters. In another part, the lord Fitz- 
wralter came before the caftle of Vcrbi, not to at- 
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tack it, but to fpeak with the governor at the bar- 
riers, with whom he wa3 well acquainted, hifving 
been together formerly in Pruffia. The lord Fitz- 
waiter made himfclf known to the lord de Verbi, 
and entreated him, out of courtefy, to fend him 
fome wine, and iti return he would prevent his 
eftate from being burnt or ipoil^,d. The^lord de 
Verbi fent him a large quantity, and thirty great 
loaves with it ; for which the lord Fitzwalter was 
very thankful, and kept his promife. 

On the day of the feaft of our La^y, Gauvain 
Micaillp and Joachim Cator wei:e armed, and 
mounted to finlfh their engagement. They met 
each other roughly with fpears, and the French 
fquire tilted much to the fatisfaftion of the earl : 
but the Englilhman kept his Ipear top low, and at 
laft ftruck it into the thigh of the Frenchman. 
The earl of Buckingham as well as the other lords 
Were much enraged' at this, and faid it was tilting 
difhonourably ; but he excufed himfelf, by de- 
claring it was folely owing to the reftivenefs of his 
horfe. Then were given the three thrufts with tJje , 
fword; and the earl declared they had done 
enough, and would not have it longer continued, 
for he perceived the French fquire bled exceeding* 
ly : the other lords were of the fame opinion, 
Gauvain Micaille was therefore difarmed and his 
wound drefled. The earl fent him one hundred 
francs by a herald, with leave to return to his own 
garrifon in fafety, adding that he had * acquitted 
himfelf much to his fatisfaftion; 
♦ Gauvain Micaille went back to the lords 'of 
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France : and the Engliih departed from Marchd- 
noir, taking the road to Vend6me; but before 
they arrived there, they quartered themfelves in 
the forcft of Coulombiers, 



CHAP. XXXIX. 



KING CHARLES OF FRANC8 IS TAKEN ILL— HIS 
LAST WORDS ON HIS DEATH-BED. 

"V/OIJ have heard what fccret intrigues the king 
^ of France was carrying on with the principal 
towns in Brittany, to prevent them from admitting 
the Engliih, menacing thofe who ihould do fo that 
they Ihould never be forgiven. The inhabitants 
of Nantes fcnt him word not to be alarmed ; for 
they would never confent to admit them, whatever 
treaties had been entered into with their lord : but 
they were defirous, if the Englifti Ihould approach, 
that fome men at arms might be fent, to defend 
the town and the inhabitants againft their enemies. 
• The king of France was well inclined to this, 
and charged his council to fee it executed* The 
main fpring of all thefe treaties was fir John de 
BueU, on the part of the duke of Anjou, who re- 
fided at Angers, • The duke of Burgundy was 
quartered in the city of Mans, and in that country. 
Other lords, fuch as the duke of Bourbpn, the 
count dc Bar, the lord de Coucy, the count d'Eu, 
the duke of Lorraine, were in the neighbouring 
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caftles and forts, with a force of upwards of fix 
thouiand men at arms: they faid among them* 
felves, that whether the king willed it or not, they 
would combat the Englifh before they crofled the 
river Sarte, which divides ^Maine from Anjou. 
. The king of France was at this moment ieized 
with an illnefs, which much diftieartened all who 
loved him J for, as no remedy could be found for 
it, they forefaw that in a very ihort time he muft 
depart this life : indeed, he himfelf knew this, as 
well as his furgeons and phyficians. The reports 
were firmly believed, that the king of Navarre, 
during the time he refided jn Normandy, had at- 
tempted to poifon him, and that the king was fo 
much infedtcd by the venom that the hairs of his 
head and the nails of his hands and feet fell ofF, 
and he became as dry as a ftick, for which they 
could 'not difcover any remedy. His uncle, the 
emperor, hearing of his iljnefs, fent to him his 
own phyfician, the moft able man of that time, 
and of the greateft learning then known in thfc 
world, as his works indeed ihew : he was called a 
fecond Ariftotle, but his name was George of 
Prague. When this great doftor came to vifit the 
king, who at that time was duke of Normandy, he 
knew his diforder, and declared, that having been 
poifoned, he was in danger of dying: however, he 
performed the greateft cure known, by fp weaken- 
ing the force of the poifon that he ciufed him to 
jegain his former ftrength. 

This poifon ouzed out in fmall quantities from 
an ifTue in his arm. On the departure of the 
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do&or> for they could not detain him, he prc- 
fcribed a medicine that was to be made ufeof con- 
ftandy. He told the king and his attendants, that 
whenever this ifliie ftould dry up, he would infal- 
libly die : but that he would have fifteen days or 
more to fettle his affairs, and attend to his foul. 

The king of France well remembered thefe 
words, and had had this iffbe for twenty-two years, 
which at times alarmed him much. Thofe in 
whom he put great confidence, in regard to his 
health, were able phyficians, who comforted him, 
and kept up his fpirits, by faying that, with the 
excellent medicines they had, they would make 
him live long in joy and happincfs, fo that he had 
great faith in them. The king had, befides other 
diforders that afflidled him much, the tooth-ache : 
from this he fuffered the greateft torment ; and his 
majefty knew, from all thefe fymptoms, he could 
not live very long : but the greateft comfort, to- 
wards the end of his days, was in God for having 
given hiu) three fine children, two fons and a 
daughter, Charles, Louis and Catherine. 

When this ilfue began to ceafe running, the 
fears of death came upon him : he therefore, like . 
a wife and prudent man, began to look to his 
affairs. He fent for his three brothers, the duke 
of Berry, the duke of Burgundy and the duke of 
Bourbon*, without noticing his next brother, the 
duke of Anjou, whom he did not fend for, becaufc 
he knew him to be very avaricious. When they 
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were arrived, he f^d to them ; * My dear brothers, 
I feel I have not long to live : I therefore recom- 
mend to your charge my fon Charles, to take that 
care of him that good uncles ought to do of their 
nephew, by which you will loyally acquit your- 
felves. Have him crowned king as foon as you 
poffibly can after my deceafe, and advife him juftly 
in all his affairs. My whole confidence ref^s ia 
you : the child is young, and, being of an unfteady 
temper, will want to be well managed and properly 
inftrudied in found learning. Teach him, or have 
him taught, every point relative to royalty, and 
the manner in which he fhould, according to the 
fituation he may be in, condudt himfelf. Marry 
him to fuch a princefs of high birth that the king- 
dom may gain by it. . I have had with me for a ' 
confiderable time a learned aftronomer*, who has 
predidted that in hi§ youth he will have much to 
do, and efcape from great perils and dangers. 
Having thought much on thefe expreflions, I have 
confidered that the events alluded to muft have their 
origin in Flanders i for, thanks to God, the aflairs 
of my kingdom are in a very good condition!. 
The duke of Brittany is very deceitful and froward, 
and has always had more of Englifh than French 
courage ; for which reafon, you muft keep the no- 
bles and principal towns of that country in good af* 



• Thomas dePifan. For particulars ofhim and of his daughter, 
fee Moreri's diftionary, and voL xvii. of the Memoires de 
FAcademie. 
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fcftion to you, in order to travcrfc hi^ de figns . I have 
every caufc to praifc the Bretons, for they have fervtd 
me faithfully in the defence of my kingdom agpnft 
its taemies. You will make the lord de Cliflbn 
conftable : every thing confidcred, I kno\v no one 
fo proper for that office. Seek out, in Germany, 
an alliance for my fon, that our connexions there 
may be ftrengthened. You have heard our ad- 
verfary is about to marry from thence, to increafe 
his allies. The poor people of my realm are much 
harafled and tormented by taxes and fubfidies: 
take them off as fpeedily as you can, for they are 
things which, notwithftanding I propofed them, 
weigh very heavy on my mind : but the great un- 
dertakings we have had to maintain in every part 
of the kingdom forced me to fubmit to them.' Many 
more kind words did king Charles utter, but I 
have not thought it requifite to cite them ^1. The 
king explained why the duke of Anjou was abfent ; 
for he fufpcfted him^much, knowing him to be of 
an ambitious temper. Notwithftanding the king of 
France did not permit him to attend his death- bed, 
nor to have any part in the government of France, 
this duke did not keep at a very great diftancc : 
he had befides rneffengers continually going be- 
tween Paris and Angers, who brought him exaft 
accpunts of the ftate of his brother's health. He 
had alfo fome about the king's perfon, who in- 
formed him fecretly what daily pafTed \ and the 
laft day, when the king of France departed this 
life, he was at Paris, and So near to the k'ng's 
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chamber that he heard all the difcourfe I have jtift 
related. But we will now follow the Englifli in 
their march to Brittany. / 



ss 



f CHAP. XL. 

THE LORD DE HANGEST IS NEAR TAKEN BY THE 

ENGLISH. THE LORD DE MAUVOISIN REMAIjWS 

THEIR PRISONER. THE ENGLISH CROSS THE 

RIVER SARTE IN DISQRDER. 

■fX/HEN the earl of Buckingham quitted the 
^ foreft of Marchenoir with his army, he took 
the road towards Vcndome and the foreft of Cou- 
lombiers. Sir Thomas Trivet and fir Willianx 
Clin|D(|h were fomewhat advanced, with forty fpears, 
and by accident met the lord de Hangeft, who was 
returning from Vendome, accompanied by thirty 
lances. The Englilh fopn faw they were French, 
and eagerly galloped towards them. The French, 
who found they were not in equal numbers, had 
no wifh to wait for them, nor to fight, for they 
were near to Vendome : they made, therefore, for 
that place, the Englilh purfuing them. Sir Robert 
de Hangeft, coufin to the lord of that name, was 
flain, and John de Mondecris with five or fix Others 
were made prifoners. The lord de Hangeft came 
fo opportunely to the barrier that he found it open. 
Having fixed his lance, he put himfclf in a gallant 
pofture of defence : the reft of his companions did 

fo 
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fo as they came up : however, twelve ttthaiAtd 
prifoncrs. 

Sir Robert ItnoUes had alfb this day inade an 
cxcurfion from the army : he met the lord de 
Mauvoifin, who defended himfclf valiantly, but Was 
in the end was made prifoner by fir Robert himfelf. 
This day the army marched by Vendome to 
Auflie, and on the morrow to St. Calais*, where 
they halted for two days, and then came to Pont- 
vailinf. 

The Englilh thus advanced, without meeting 
any to oppofe them : but the whole country was 
full of men at arnts, and numbers were in the city 
of Mans^ At this period, the duke of Anjou 
paflcd through Tours, Blois and Orleans, in his 
way to Paris j for he had heard his brother was in 
fo dangerous a ftatc there were not any hopes 
of his recovery, and he was anxious to be with him 
at his deceafe. Notwithftanding this illnefs of the 
king, from which he was never expefted to re-* 
cover, the men at arms did not defift from pur-* 
fuing and watching the Englifh on their march s 
the commanders ordered their men to harafs them 
as much as they could, and to attempt if pofiible 
to furround them, which would prevent them from 
having any provifion ; and then they would engage 
with them at their will, whether the king of France 
gave.permiffion or not. 

In confequence, the lords of France had brought 



• St .Calais,— a town in Maine, fix leagues from Vendome. 
f Pontvalin,— *a to\vn in Anjou. 
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to that part of the Sarte which the Englifh were to 
pafs, large beams which they had fixed acrofs the 
river with fharp flakes, fo that they would not be 
able to crofs it. On the banks, they dug very- 
wide and deep ditches, to prevent their defcending 
to the river, or afcending from it. 

The earl of Buckingham marched from Pont- 
valin with his army to the Sarte, where he halted ; 
for they could not find, a ford, as the river was 
fwelled and deep, and difficult to crofs except in 
certain places. The van-guard marched up and 
down, but could not difcover any other ford but 
where the beams of timber and ftakes had been 
fixed. 

The lords difmounted, and, obferving the ford, 
faid, ' It is here we muft pafs, if we mean jto march 
further : come let us be aftive, and drag thefe 
beams out of our way.' You would have feen, 
after this fpeech, knights, barons and fquires enter 
the river, and labour moft heartily before they 
could fucceed : at laft, they gained their point, but 
with much difficulty, and, having cleared away all 
obftacles, opened a paflage. Had the French been 
watchful enough, they might have done them 
much harm j for thofe who crofled firft could not 
affift thofe that followed, on account of the deep 
marlhes they had; to go through. The Englilh 
took fuch pains, that they did pafs them, and 
arrived at Noyon fur Sarte. 
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CHAP. XLL 

TH£ DEATH OF CHARLES THE FIFTHj KING OF 

FRANCE. 

'T^HAT fame day on which the Englifli croflcd 
'^ the Sarte with fo much difficulty, Charles, 
king of France, departed this life, in his h6tcl at 
Paris called the hotel dc St. Pol*. No fooner did 
his brother, the duke of Anjou, know that the 
king's eyes were clofed than he feized all the 
jcweJs of the king, which were very valuable, and 
had them fecured in a fafe place, flattering himfelf 
they would be of the utmoft ufe to him in the in- 
tended war and journey he was about to make ; 
for he already figned himfelf king of Sicily, la 
Puglia, Calabria and Jerufalem. 

The king of France was carried through the 
city of Paris to the abbey of St. Denis, with his fecc 
uncovered, followed by his brothers and his twe> 
fons, where he was moft honourably interred. He 
had given orders refpefting his burial during his 

* King Charles died Sunday the i6th September i 80. it 
his chaceaa of Bcaute fur Marne. On the Monday, his boc^ 
was carried early to Sc Anthony, hard by Paris* to wait the ar- 
rival of his brothers. It remained there until Mond^iy 14th 
OAober, when it was borne to the church of ndtre Dame ixk 
Paris, and on the following day to St. Denis.— Gririiif CJki^ 
miqtus dt Frauci* 
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life- time ; and his conftable, fir Bertrand du Guef- 
clin, lies at his feet. 

Notwithftanding the .orders king Charles had 
given, beforfc his death, refpcfting the government 
of the kingdom, they were totally difregardedj 
for the duke qf Anjou immediately took poflcffion, 
and over-ruled all the others. He was willing his 
nephew (hould be crowned king, but refolved to 
have the management of affairs as much, if not 
more, than any other, on account of his being the 
eldeft uncle ; and there were none in the kingdonx 
who dared to difpute it with him. 

The king of France died on the eve of Michael^ 
mas : foon after his deceafe, the peers and barons 
of France recommended that the king fhould be 
crowned immediately after All-faints, at Rheims. 
The three uncles, Anjou, Berry and Burgundy, 
agreed to this propofahj but they^ infilled on go- 
verning the realm until the child fhould be of age, 
that is to fay, twenty-one years*, which they made 
the grea: barons and prelates of France fwear to 
obferve. After this, the coronation of the young 
king was notified in foreign countries, to the duke 
of Brabant, duke Albert of Bavaria, the count dc 
Savoye, the count de Blois, the duke dc Gueldres, 

♦ Froiflart muft iiliftake; for Charles V. enadled, the nil 
May I375> a law, that the heirs apparent fhould henceforward 
fa^ of age to govern when fourteen years old. He^ at the fame 
time^ ordered the duke of Anjou to have the government during; 
the minority, and the dukes of Burgundy and Bourbon to have 
the management of his fon until he was 14 years of age.-— 
Grands Chroniques, 
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the duke dc Julicrs, the count d'Armagnac, and 
to the count de Foix. The duke of Bar, the duke 
of Lorraine, the lord de Coucy, the count dauphin 
of Auvergne, were purfuing the Englilh : they 
were not, therefore, fo foon fent to ; but the count 
of Flanders was invited ; and the day fixed was 
All-faints, which fell on a Sunday. 

The men of Ghent were much grieved at the 
death of the king of France ; for he had been very 
friendly to diem during their war, loving but litdc 
the earl of Flanders. 

We will now fpeak of the Englifh, and then 
return to the coronation of the king of France, 



CHAP. XLH. 



THE ENGLISH ARRIVE IN BRITTANY.— -THE DUKE 
EXCUSES HIMSELF FOR HAVING SO LONG DE- 
LAYED COMING TO MEET THEM. TH^Y UN- 
DERTAKE TOGETHER THE SIEGE OF NANTES. 

npHE Englifh, having croffed the Sarte in great 
*** danger, were not ignorant of the death of the 
king of France. The were quartered at Noyon 
fur Sarte : from thence they marched to Poilli, 
two leagues from Sable*. The whole ftreqgjh of 
France was at that time in the city of Mans, and 
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in that part of the country, but they contented 
themfelves with following'thc march of the Englilb| 
fome, however, faid, they would combat them. 

When intelligence of the king's death became 
public, the intentions of the French were fruftrated ; 
for many of the barons decamped, and returned to 
Paris, to learn what was going forward. The 
flnglifh continued for three days in their quarters : 
on the fourth day they departed, and came to St. \ 
Pierre d'Arne, and from thence to Argentic. The 
next day the arrny croffed the river Mayenne, and 
paffed a iparfh with much difficulty, for only two 
or three could march in front the whole of this 
road, which lafted upwards of twojeagues. Now, 
confider what danger they were in^ for if the 
French had known this, and attacked the van, the 
rear could not have aflifted them : of this the 
Englifli were greatly afraid : however, they paffed 
in fafetyyand Arrived at Code*, where they halted 
four days in copftant expeftation of having fome 
intelKgepee from Brittany. 

The duke of Brittany refided at Hennebon, in 
the diftrid of Vannes : he had heard frequently 
of the Englilh, and that they were near the fron- 
tiers of Brittany, but he did not know how to aft. 
When he learnt the king of France's death, he 
took little, notice of it, for he did not love him, but 
faid to thofe near hiip ; * The rancour and hatred 
which I bore the kingdom of France, on account 
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of this king Charles, is now one-half diminifhcd } 
for thofe who hated the father may love the fon, 
and thofe who have made war on the father may 
aflift the fon. It is necefTary, however, for me to 
acquit myfelf to the Englifli ; for, in truth, it has 
been at my requeft knd folicitatiou they have 
marched through the kingdom of France, and I 
muft keep the promifes I have made them : but in 
this there is much difficulty, both in regard to 
them and me, as I wifh our principal towns to Ihut 
their gates, and not allow them to enter within 
them.' 

The duke then fummoned fome of his council, 
fuch as the lord de Montbourfier, fir Stephen 
Guyon, fir William Tanncguy, fir Euftace de la 
Houflaye, fir GeofFry de Kerimel and the judge- 
afTefTor of Leon, arid faid to them ; ' You will ride 
to my lord of Buckingham, who is approaching 
Brittany, and whom I believe you will find not far 
off: recommend me to him, and falute on my 
part all his^barons. You will tell them, that I Ihall 
Ihordy be at Rennes to meet thenji to which 
place I wifh they would direft their march ; when 
we will confidcr together on the befl: plans for our 
fbrther proceedings. Tell them alfo, that I do ' 
not find my country in the fame difppfitions as 
when I fent to England, which vexes me much : 
that, in particular, I am hurt with the men of 
Nantes, who are more rebellious than any of the 
others.' 

The knights replied, they would cheerfully 

carry 



239 
catry this meffagc. , They took leave of the dyktf, 
and rode to Nantes : in the whole, they were 
about fixty fpears. 

The Englifh having marched from Coff6, and 
entered the foreft of la Gravelle, which they tra- 
verfed, arrived at Vitre* in Brittany, where they 
felt themfelves more fecure than they had hitherto 
been, for they knew they Ihould no longer be pui;- 
fued by the French. From thence they went to 
Ch^teaubriantf, where they remained with thft 
knights from the duke of Brittany, who met theai 
at that place. 

The earl of Buckingham and the barons of 
England received the knights from the duke of 
Brittany mofl: honourably, and there were many 
councils and debates. The Englifh faid in plain 
terms, they were much aftonifhed that neither the ~ 
duke nor the country were better prepared, artd 
Ihewed not any inclinations to receive them j for it 
was at their requeft they were come, and had fuf^ 
fered fo many difficulties in their march through 
France. 

The lord de Montbourfier then faid, in excufc 
of the . duke ; * My lords, you have very good 
caufe for having thus fpoken, and the duke has a 
thorough good will to fulfil every article of the 
-engagements which have been entered into be- 
tween yoU both, to the utmoft of his power j but 

* Vitre,— a city of Brittaoy, oq the Vilaine, diocefe of 
Rennes. 

f ChateaQbriant>-— a town of Brittany, on the confines of ' 

Anjou, dioccfe of N^ntCS. ' ' 
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lie cannot aft as he wiflics : in paitkrularj the inhsl- 
bitants of Nantes, which is the key to Brittany ^are 
in complete rebellion, and are ready to receive 
men at arms from^ France. This conduft has very 
much afloniihed my lord ; for it was that town 
which firft entered mto the alliance with the other 
chief towns in Brittany, and my lord believes diat 
Ae men of Nantes have entered into a new treaty 
wirii the young lung of France, who is to be 
crowned on All -faints day enfuing. My lord, 
therefore, begs and entreats you will hold him ex- 
cufed : he alfo defires that you will take the road 
to Rennes, whither he will come to meet you j for 
he has a great defire to lee you, and will not &il 
being there/ 

Thefe words much ple^fcd the earl of Bucking- 
ham and the Englifh : they declared, he could not 
fay more. The mcffengers, returning to the duke 
toward^ Hennebon, met him at Vannes. The 
Englifli continued four days at ChAteaubriant, 
when they marched away to the luburbs of Rennes : 
the gates of the city were fliut, and no man at 
arms was fufFered to enter : the earl of Bucking- 
ham^ however, was lodged in the town, as were 
the lord Latimer, fir Robert KnoDes, and five or 
fix other barons of the council to the earl. They 
remained thftre upwards of fifteen day^, waitiiig in 
vain for the duke, who never came, which afto* 
nilhed them greatly. 

The lord de Monteraulicu, the lord Monrfort of 

^rittany, fir Gcofiry de Kerimcl, and fir Alain de 

"^. Houflaye, the governor of RcDnes> were in the 

• city^i 



I 
I 

I 

\ 



city, as alfo fir Euftace, the governor's brother, 
who made daily excufes for the duke., I know 
not if they had a, good caufe to plead or not, but 
theEnglilh began to be very difcontented with the 
duke for' not coming. 

Thofe of Nantes kept their gates well guarded ; 
for they did not think themfelves fecure from the 
Enghfli, whom they knew to be at Rennes : they 
fent, therefore, to the duke of Anjou, who had 
been the origin of the late treaties, and by whom 
the greater part of the kingdom was governed, to 
rcmonftrate with him on their incapacity to defend 
themfelves, if they fhould be befieged, without 
having 'a flronger body of men at arms : they 
therefore entreated him to provide them with a 
reinforcement. The four dukes who governed 
France, Anjou, Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon, 
complied with dieir requeft, and fent upwards of 
fix hundred good and valorous men at arms. 
Thus was Names reinforced. Thofe men at arms 
immediately repaired every part of the walls, and 
put the town in a proper condition to refill a 
fiege or an attack, if fuch fliould happen. 

The Englifti, quartered ac Rennes and there- 
abouts, began to defpond on account of the duke's 
not coming to them : they refolved, in a council, 
to fend to know his reafons of delay. Lord 
Thomas Percy and fir Thomas Trivet were or- 
dered to wait on him, efcorted by five hundred 
Jances, to prevent or oppofe any ambufcades which 
might be laid for them. Thefe two barons de- 
parttd from Rennes, attended by this body of 
. . Q^4 lances, . 
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lances^ with as many archers^ and took the road 
to Hcnncbon. They fet out on a Thurfday : the fol- 
lowing Saturday, the earl marched the army to St. 
Sulpicc in Brittany, where he halted three days : 
brf the fourth, he marched to Combrqnt, where he 
remained four days. 

The duke of Brittany had left Hennebon, and 
was at Vannes : he had regular information of all 
the Englifh were doing, and, after having well 
confidered everything, refolved to* go to them: 
for his own honour, and the alliances he had 
formed with them, would not fuffer him longer 
to delay it. Having learnt that fir Robert KnoUes, 
lord Thomas Percy and fir Thomas Trivet were 
coming to him, he began his journey to Rennes ; 
and, the day that he fet out from Vannes, he met 
the Englilh knights. This meeting caufed great 
joy : the duke of Brittany made inquiries after the 
carl « of Buckingham, and the knights told him 
they had left him very melancholy at Rennes, be- 
caufe he had not any tidings of him. The duke ' 
cxcufcd himfelf by faying, that by hi& faith he 
could not help it. They then rode all together to 
Vannes, where they were well received ; but they 
knew that the Engliih army had marched from 
Combront to la Hedc and la Maifiere, for they had 
followed that road. 

The earl of Buckingham arrived at Vannes the 
next day, when great affeftion was (hewn on bdth 
fides. The duke handfomely e^cufed himfelf to 
the earl and the Englilh for his delay in coming to 
them : the reafon of it was, that he did not find 
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his country determined to perform what they had 
promifed him at the beginning of the fummer^ 

Thp carl replied ; * Fair brother of Brittany, it 
Ihall not be long, if yoti follow my advice, before 
you piinifh thefc rebels; for, with the forces 
which you have yourfelf, and thofe we have 
brought, with the additional reinforcements that 
may arrive from England every day, we fhall 
bring your fubjeds into fuch a ftate of fobmiffion 
that they will gadly throw thcmfelves on your 
mercy.' With thcfe and fuchlike fpeeches they 
converfed for a long time, when each retired to 
his hoteK On the morrow, they. rode out to- 
gether : it was then fettled that the council of the 
earl fhould attend the duke to Rennes, and finally . 
make arrangements for their future proceedings. 
That evening the duke, with the earl's council, 
remained at la Maifiere, and the earl returned to 
la Hed^, for tKey were ail quartered in the envi- 
rons of la Maifiere. The next day, the duke went 
to Rennes, accompanied by the lord Latimer, fir 
Robert Knolles, lord Thomas Percy, fir Thomas 
Trivet, and others of the council of the carl. 

They remaned three days in confultation at 
Rennes : at laft, it was determined, and fworn to, 
on the part of the duke of Brittany, on the holy 
Evangdifts, that he would lay fiege to Nantes, in 
company with the earl of Buckingham, and be 
there in perfon fifteen days after the Englilh were 
arrived. The duke alfo engaged to fend down 
the river Loire plenty of barges, the more to con- 
ftrain thofe of Nantes, and would not himfelf quit 
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Ae place, nor fuflfer his army to do fo> before it 
fliould be conquered. 

The carl of Buckingham was fent for to la 
JFlede, that all this bufinefs might be completely 
fettled^ and that he might be prefect at thefe couit-^ 
cils. The army therefore diflodged, and took up 
their former quarters in the fuburbs of Rennes. 
The earls and barons entered Rennes, when the 
carl gave them a moft magnificent dinner. The 
duke of Brittany engaged, and fwore by his faith 
folemnly on the holy Evangelifts to come to 
Nantes with all his forces. After this, he returned 
to Hennebon. The Englifli remained for upwards 
of fifteen days at Rennes, in making the neceflary 
, preparations. 

The inhabitants of Nantes, being informed that 
the fiege of their town was intended, took every 
precaution to defend themfelves. One of the 
principal captains in Nantes was fir John le Barxois 
des Barres, a valiant and expert knight: there 
were with him the following captains j John de 
ClifTon, John de Chatelmorant, Morfonace, fir 
John de Malatrait, the lord de Tournemine and fc- 
veral more, all theflowerof the army. Thefeleaders 
made very prudent and able defences, as well towards 
the river as at the gates, walls and towers which were 
oppofite to the plain, and at thofe parts where they 
thought it probable an attack might be made. 

We will now give thefe affairs a rcfpite, and' 
fpeak of the ceremonies of the coronation of the 
young king Charles, who at this period was crowns 
ed at Rheims, 
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CHAP. XLin. 

THE CORONATION OF KING CHARLES VI. OF 

FRANCE. 

A S you may well imagine, nothing was fpared by 
- ^ the nobility and great lords to add to the mag- 
nificence of the coronation of the young king 
Charles of France, who was crowned at Rheims on 
a Sunday*, in the twelfth year of his age, in the 
year 1380, At this folemnity there were many 
high and mighty lords : " his uncles of Anjou, Berry, 
Burgundy and Bourbon> were prefent^ as were 
alfo his great uncles, Winccflausf duke of Brabant, 
the duke of Bar, the duke of Lorraine, the count 
de Savoyc, the count de la Marche^ the count 
d'Eu and fir William de Namur ': but the earl df 
Flandeps and the count de Blois fent excufes. 
There were fcveral other lords whom I cannot 
name. 

Tlie young king made his entry into the city of 
Rheims on the Saturday, handfomely attended by 
the great lords, nobility and minftrels, at vefpers. 
In particular, there were upwards of thirty rrum- 
pets, which preceded him, and founded fo clear it 



• The 4th November 1 380. He returned to Paris the nth. 
^''"Xarani^ Chrtmiquts. 
t WiAceflaus, &G.-— See annotation 9th by D. Sauvage. 
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was quite marvellous to hear them. The young 
king of France difmounted before the church of 
our Lady at Rheims, in company with his uncles 
and brother. There were alfo his coufios of Na- 
varre, d'AIbreth, of Bar and of Harcourt*, and a 
great many other young fquires, children of the 
great barons of France, whom the king on the mor- 
row, being the day of his coronation, created 
knights. This Saturday, the king heard vefpers in 
-the church of our Lady, and performed his vigik 
in that church, according to the cuftom of thoie 
times, the greater part of the night. All the youths 
defirous of knighthood attended him, and did the 
fame. 

On the Sunday, which was All-faints day, the 
church of our Lady was very richly decorated for 
the coronation; fo much fo that it could not 
poflibly have been better ordered. The archbifliop 
of Rheims, after having faid mafs with great fo- 
lemnity, confecrated the king with the holy 
ampulla with which St. Remy had anointed Clovis, 
the firft Chriftian king of the French, This facred 
oil was fent from God by a holy angel, with which 
the kings of France have ever fince been anointed, 
and it never diminifhes. Now this muft be confi- 
dejred a$ wonderfully miraculous. 

Before' the confccration, the king created, in 
front of the altar, all thofe young (quires, knights : 
xhe office of mafs was afterwards chaunted by the 



• D. Sauvage fays, the three firft were his eoa:&ns 1^ hum(^- 
ihei^s fide ; but he knows nothingof the fourt^i. 
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&rchbi{hop, the king being clothed in his royd 
robesT, and feated on an elevated throne, adorned 
with cloth of gold ; and all the young knights were 
placed on low benches, covered alfo with the fame, 
at his feet. In this ftate did they remain the whole 
day. The new conftable, fir Oliver de Cliffon, 
was prefent : he had been named conftable a few 
days prior to this ceremony, and performed weH 
his charge and every thing belonging to it. The 
principal barons of France were alfo there fo richly 
dreffed it would be tedious to relate : the king was 
feated in royal majefty, with a crown on his head 
rich and precious beyond mcafure. 

The church of our Lady at Rheims was fo much 
crowded during this ceremony that one could not, 
turn one*s foot. I have heard alfo, that at this ac- 
ceflion of the young king to the throne, in order 
to pleafe the people of France, all impofitions, aids, 
taxes, fubfidies and other levies, which had diC- 
pleafed and had much oppreffed them, were abo-* 
lifhed, greatly to the joy of the fubjeft. 

After mafs, they went to the palace ; but, as the 
hall was too fmall for fuch numbers, they ercfted in 
the court of the palace a large covered ftage, on 
which the dinner was ferved. The king was feated 
with his five uncles of Brabant, Anjou, Berry, Bur- 
gundy and Bourbon ; but, though they were at his 
table, they were at a diftance from him. The arch, 
biftiop of Rheims and other prelates were on his 
right hand. He was ferved by the great barons, 
the lord de Coucy, the lord de Cliflbn, fir Guy 
de la Tremouille, the lord high admiral andfeveral 
others^ on handfomc horfcs, covered and decorated 

with 
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with gold brocade. The whole day paflTcd in cc* 
rcmonics. On the morrow, many of die great ba^. 
rons took leave of the king and his uncks^ and re- 
turned to their own country. 

The king wept that day to dinner at the abbey 
of St.Thierry, two leagues from Rheims; for thofe 
monks are bound to give him this entertainment, 
and the city of Rcnnes to provide for the corona* 
tion of the king. Thus ended this noble feaft. He 
returned to Paris, where he was grandly flailed by 
the Parifians at his entrance. 

After all thcfe ceremonies, entertainments and 
honours, there were great councils holden on the 
prefent and future adminiftration of the kingdom. 
It was fettled that the duke of Berry (hould have 
the government of Languedoc j the duke of Bur- 
gundy, Picardy and Normandy -, and that the duke 
of Anjou fhould remain near the king's perfoHi 
and have, in faft, the' whole government of the 
realm. The count de St. Pol was recalled, who 
had been banifticd from the favour of the late king 
Charles. He was indebted for this grace to 
Winceflaus duke of Brabant, and to the duke of 
Anjou, in whgfc afFc«5bion the count de St. Pol was. 
He immediately left I Ian furHeure, fituatcdin the 
biflioprick of Liege, where he had remained a long 
time, and returned to France, leaving his lady in 
the caflle of Bouhaing. All the confifcations were 
taken off his eftatcs, which reverted to hi^ profit. 

Wc will fay no more on thefe fubjefts, but re- 
turn to the adiiirs of Brittany and the earl of 
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TWO ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS, 

WHICH ARE ONLY IN ONE OF MY MSS. AND 
NOT IN ANY PRINTED COPY, 

X;rOU have heard how fir Simon Burlcy, that gal- 
^ lant knight attached to the houfchold of king 
Richard of England, had been fent with propafals 
to the emperor in Germany refpeftingthe marriage 
of the lady Anne, his fitter, with the king of Eng- 
land. He had tranfafted the bufixicfs with ability, 
fo that the emperor and his council confented ; but 
he had brought with him, on his return, the duke 
of Saxony, one of the council of the emperor, for 
him to obferve the ftate of England, and to make 
inquiries concerning the dower, and how it was to 
be fettled on the queen. It* is the cuftom in Eng- 
land for the queens to have a large eftate, independ- 
ant of the crown, which is always managed by her 
direftions ; and it is called the inheritance or dowry 
lands of the queen. This eftate is worth twenty- 
five thoufand nobles a-year ; for I, John FroiflTart, 
author of this hiftory, during my youth, ferved 
that queen of good memory, the lady Philippa of 
Hainault, to^whom I was fecretary^ and I then 
heard from nn|any lords, ladies- and knights who 
had received the rents of thcfc eftates, their 

amount. 

. . The 
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The duke of Saxony was much pleafcd with aQ 
he faw and heard, particularly refpcfting the 
dower : he was well fatisfied with the kmg, and his 
two uncles of Lancafter and Cambridge -, for the 
other was In France; and alfo with the earl of 
Salisbury, the earl of Warwick, the earl of North- 
umberland, and the other lords about the perfon 
of the king. 

When the duke hid remained fome time in Eng- 
land, and finiftied the bufinefs he had come upon, 
he took leave of the king, promifing to perfevere 
in the marriage to the conclufion. At his depar- 
ture, he received handfome prefents of jewels for 
himfclf, for thofe attendant on the perfon of the 
emperor, and alfo for thtf ladies who had the ma- 
nagement of the young lady, Anne of Bohemia, 
the intended future queen of England. The duke 
returned, well pleafed, to his own country; but 
this bufinefs was not immediately concluded, for 
the damfel was young, and the councils of each 
party had many things to arrange :" add to this, 
there Ihortly afterward happened in England great 
mifery and tribulation, as you will hear recounted 
in this hiftor^. 

[The remaining part of this chapter mentions 
the death of fir Guifcard d 'Angle, earl of Hunting- 
don, nearly as it has been before related.] 



^Tpl lERE fell out about this time, in England, an 
•^ event that gave great difpleafure to the earl of 

Buckingham 
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Puckingham when he heard of it. 1 will explajn 
to you what it was, Humphry earl of Hereford 
find Northampton, and conftable of England, was 
one of the greateft lords and landholders in that 
pountry ; for it was faid, and I, the author of this 
book, heard it when I refided in England, that hii? 
revenue was valued at fifty thoufand nobles a-year. 
From this earl of Hereford there remained only 
two daughters as his heirefles ; Blanche the eldefl:, 
and Ifabella* her fifler. The eldeft was married to 
Thomas of Woodftock, earl of Buckingham. The 
youngeft was unmarried, and the earl of Bucking- 
ham would willingly have had her remain fo, for 
then he would have enjoyed the whole of the earl 
of Hereford's fortune. Upon his marriage with 
Eleanor, he went to refide at his handfome caftlc 
of Plefhy, in the county of Eflcx, thirty miles from 
London, which he pofleffed in right of his wife. 
He took on himfelf the tutelage of bis fifter-in-law, 
and had her inftrudlcd in dodtrinc 5 for it was his 
intention fhe Ihould be profgffed a nun of the order 
of St. Clare, which had a very rich and large con- 
vent in England. In this manner was Ihe educated 
t» ... , 

during the time the earl remained in England, be- 
fore his expedition into France. She was alfo con-: 
ftantly attended by nuns from this convent, who 
tutored her in matters of religion> continually 
blaming the married ftate. The young lady fcemed 
to incline to tTieir doftrine, and thought not of 
marriage. 



* FroilTart miftakes : their oames were Eleanor and Mary. 
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Duke John of Lancafter, being a prudent and 
wife man, forefaw the advantage of marrying his 
only fon Henry, by his firft wife Blanche, to the 
lady Mary : he was heir to all the poffeffions of thf 
houfe of Lancafter in England, which were very 
cdnfiderable. The duke had for fome time confi- 
dered he could not choofe a more defirable wife for 
his fon than the lady who was intended for a nun, 
as her eftates were very large, and her birth fuitable 
to any rank ; but he did not take any fteps in the 
matter until his brother of Buckingham had fet out 
on his expedition to France. When he had croffed 
the fea, the duke of Lancafter had the young lady, 
conduced to Arundel caftle ; for the aunt of the- 
two ladies was the fifter of Richard earl of Arundel, 
one of the moft powerful barons of England. 

This lady Arundel, out of complaifance to the 
duke of Lancafter, and for the advancement of the 
young lady, went to Plefhy, where fhe remainecj 
with the countefs of Buckingham and her fifter 
fpr fifteen days. On her departure from Plefhy, 
Ihe managed fo ^y^ell that fhe carried with her the 
lady Mary to Arundel, when the marriage was inr 
ftantly cpnfummated between her and Henry of 
Lancafter. During their union of twelve years^ 
■ he had by her four handfome fons, Henry, Thomas, 
John and Humphrey, and two daughters, Blanche 
and Philippa. 

The earl of Buckingham, as I faid, had not any 
inclination to laugh when he heard thefe tidings ; 
for it would now be neccfTary to divide an inhe- 
ritance which he confidered wholly as his own, ex- 

ceptijig 
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cepting the coriftablefliip whicli was continued tq 
him. 

When he learnt that his brothers had all been 
concerned in this matter, he became melancholy, 
and never after loved the duke of Lancafter as he 
had hitherto done. 

We will now return to the affairs of Brittany. 



CHAP. XLIV. 

THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM BESIEGES NANTES.-^ 
SALLIES ARE MADE BY THE GARRISON. 

XT'OU have heard of the agreement which hacj 
^ been fworn to, between the duke of Brittany 
and earl of Buckingham, to befiege Nantes. . When 
the duke had left Rejines, the lord de Montbourfier, 
fir. Stephen Guyon, the lord de la Houffaye and 
their company retired to Vannes and Hennebon ; 
and the earl of Buckingham and his army prepared 
to march to Nantes : they fet out, therefore, from 
the fuburbs of Rennes, and the adjacent villages 
where they * had been quartered, and lodgeci that 
day at Chaftillon, on the next day at Bain, and the; 
|:hird;at No?ay.;.fnd oft.the fourth they quartered 
themfelves inthc fuburbs of .Nantes. , 
-The caH Was lodgedsrt the gate of Sauvetout: 

R 2 the 



S44 

the lord Latimer conftablc of the army*, lord Fitz-r 
waiter and lord BafTet were quartered at the gate 
of St. Nicholas, clofe to the river fide. Sir William 
Windfor and fir Hugh Calverley were lodged right 
honourably among their own men, as was proper 
for them. 

In the town were numbers of knights and fq\iires 
from Brittany, Beauce, Anjou and Maine, who well 
underftood how to defend the place : they had the 
whole load and charge, for the inhabitants gave 
themfelves no trouble about it. It happened, that 
on Martinmas eve, fir John le Barrois des Barres 
coUeiSted fome of hi^ companions in the town and 
faid to them j ^ My good gendemen, we know that 
our enemies are clofe to us, and we have not yet. 
given diem an alert: I am of opinion, that this fine 
night we fliould look at them, and give them a 
(kirmifli.* ^ By my faith,*, they replied, ^ you fpeak 
loyally: tell us what you wifh, and we will do it/ 

They coUefted a body of about one hundred and 
twenty, well armed and determined men, and jiav- 
ing ordered the gate to be opened where the c^on- 
ftable, th^ lord Baflct and the lord Fitzwalter were 
quartered, placed good guards at \t to fecure their 
retreat. The leaders of this troop were le Barrois 
des Barres, John Chatelmorant and the captain dc 
Cliflbn. They cartie fo unexpeftedly as to find 



* Lord Defpencer was conilaUe in the preceding chapter. 
D. Sauvage fuppofes FroWart had forgotten it. But Dugdale 
fays, in his Baronage, * he vyas conftablc of the hoft at tl^ ^ge 

of Nantes/ " / '• 
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tRc Englilh at fupjper : having fhoutcd their war- 
cry, * Des Barres ! ' the French began to lay about 
them, flaying and wounding many. The Englifh 
'^ere foon prepared and drawn lip before their 
quarters, which when the .French faw they very 
prudently retreated in a compaft body towards the 
town. The Englifli came from all parts to the flcir- 
mifh : feme of each fide were ftruck to the groUnd*, 
and the French driven within their barriers. 

There were fome flain and wobnded on both 
/ides J but le| Barrois des Barres entered the town 
with fo little lofs that this fkirmifli was held, both 
at home and abroad, as a gallant adion. 

On the evening of St. Martin's day, I'c Barrois 
dels Barnes fpoke to his companions^ faying i ^ It 
would be a good thing if, at day-break to-morrow, 
we could get fix or feven large barges^ with two 
hundred men and the fame number of crofs-bows, 
to vifit our enemies by watery for they have not 
the ieaft fufpicions of our coming to them down 
the river.' They all affcnted to this pfopofal, and 
aflfembted that fame night the number of men des 
Barnes had fixed ort \ before day-light, they em- 
barked in fix largi^ boats, and, floating tlown the 
ftream, landed below the enemy's quarters. Sir 
John Harleftone with his men were lodged in a 
large hotel, not far from where they had landed, 
and which at day-break they furrounded and at- 
tacked. Sir John was foon drefled and armed, as 
Were his men: they defended themfelves coii- 
tageoufly, the archers fliooting at the crofs-bovvS. 
This Ikirmifli was. long and fcvcrc : many were 
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tilled and wounded, and fir John would have been 
conquered, if fir Robert KnoUes, who was quar- 
tered not fardiftant,, had not armed himfclfand his 
men, and, with difplayed banner, advanced haftily 
to his afflftance. Sir William Windfor did the 
fame, who, having had information of what was 
going on, hurried thither : befidcs, the finglifh were 
now coming from all parts. 

The French retreated to their boats, as they faw 
the neccflity of it, or elfe of rifking the event of a 
battle. There was much Ikirmifliing on the fhorej 
as they reimbarkedj but they departed very gal- 
lantly. 

The captains performed many valorous deeds i 
but, on their return to Nantes, fcveral of the French 
were taken, flain or drowned. All who heard of 
this enterprize confidered it as one of great courage 
and ability. • 

The Englifli, fijKling themfelves thus conftantly 
attacked by the garj-ifon of Nantes, refolved to be 
.more on their guard, ai>d to keep a drifter watch. 
The feventh night, however, after the attack which 
leBarrois had led down the river, he made another 
My from the gate where the earl of Buckingham 
was quartered : le Barrois had with him about two 
hundred men at arms and one hundred crofs-bows. 
.The Germans were on guard this night, under the 
command of fir Algars and fir Thomas de Roddes. 
Le Barrois> John de Chatelmorant and de Cliffon, 
with their men, immediately attacked this guard of 
Germans, when a fliarp conteft began, and many 
were ftruck to the earth. Thofe quartered near to 
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ths carl arofc, armed themfelvcs, and haftened to 
this fkirmifh ; but, when le Barrois faw the num- 
bers increafing, he retreated to the gate, fighting all 
his way.' Several were killed by the arrows, and 
many wounded on both fides. Sir Thomas de 
Roddes, a knight from Germany, was ftruck by an 
arrow, which pierced quite through his helmet to 
his head ; of which wound he died three days 
after : it was a pity, for he was a very able knight. 
The French and Bretons re-entered Nantes with 
fcarcely any lofs, carrying with them fix prifoners. 
Things remained in this ftate, and the Engli(h 
much on f heir guard, for they expefted an alert 
every night. 



CHAP. XLV. 

triE DUKE OF BRITTANY EXPLAINS HIS REASONS 
FOR NOT COMING TO THE SIEGE OF NANTES. 

. THE GARRISON CONTINUE MpST VALIANTLY 

TO MAKE SALLIES^ 



THE' earl of Buckingham remained in this fi- 
tuation before Nantes, daily expeding jhe ar- 
rival of the duke of Brittany, who never came, nor 
kept any of the promifes he had engaged to per- 
form, which quite difcouraged the Englifh, who 
knew not what to think of it. They fcnt repeatedly 

R 4 meflfengers 
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how ill he was conducing himfclf by not keeping 
thofe promifcs and argrcements he had fworn to fb 
folemnly when in the city of Rennes* To all thefc 
letters the earl did not receive one* anfwer: the 
Englilh fuppofcd the meffengers to have been flaini 
for none returned ; and in truth there was great 
danger to all who travelled between Nantes and' 
Hennebon, unlefs they were ftrongly efcortedi 
The roads were fo ftriAly guarded by men at arms^ 
no one could pafs without being taken, or his bufi- 
nefs known ; and, if there were found upon him , 
letters from the Englifli to the duke, or from the 
duke to them, the bearer was fure to be put to 
death. In addition to this, the foragers of the army 
dared not venture abroad but in large companies ; 
for the knights and fquircs of the country had af - 
fembled, and would not fufFer theii^ lands to b^ 
overrun and pillaged, fo that, whenever they fell in 
with bodies of twenty or thirty, they took all they 
had and their horfes frbcn them, befides wounding 
or killing thenl. Thi? much enraged the army^ 
but they knew notbn whotn to revenge themfelves. 
To fay the truth, the duke of Brittany did every 
thing he could to make his people confent to follow 
him to the fiege of Nantes, according to the agree- 
, ment he had entered into with thfe. earl of Bucking- 
ham ^t Rennes : but he could not fucceed. Even 
the barons, knights and fquires told him plainly 
they would not affift in the deftrudlion of their 
country for the fake of England, and would never 
iarm themfelves in his behalf fo long as the Englifli 

remained 
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Remained in Brittany. The duke, upon thiis; fc* 
monftratcd with thcm> and afked why they had de- 
fircd him to fend for the aid of the Englifh. They 
told him, in anfwer, that it was more to give alarm 
to the king of France and his council, th;lt they 
might not be deprived of their ancient privileges, 
than for any thing clfe ; and, in cafe the king of 
France wifhed them no ill will, they would not 
make war againft him. The duke could not ob- 
tain any other anfwen 

On the other handj the lord de Cliflbn, conftaMd 
of France, the lord de Dinant, the lord de Laval^ 
the vifcount de Rohan, the lord de Rochefort, and 
all the great barons of Brittany, had their caftles 
well fortified and guarded. They told the duk^j 
or fent word to him by mefFengers, that he had 
beft confidcr well what he was about ; for he had 
been ill advifed in fending for the Englilh, and 
bringing them over to deftroy and carry war into 
his country : that he muft not expeft any aid front 
them :. therefore, if he fhould go to Nantes, to alfift 
in the fieg6, as they had heard it to be his intend 
tion, and which he ought not to have promifedj 
they would attack his country on all fides, and 
would give him fo much employment that he 
fhould not know what he ought to attend to firft: 
i)ut, if he were willing to acknowledge the king of 
France, and place himfclf under hi5 obedience, as 
he was boundeii to do, they engaged to make his 
})cace with the young king. - They added that thofc 
Who had had the courage to oppofe king Charles 
tdcceafcd mi^ht be beloved by the king his fon. - 
, ' Such 
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Such was the treatment the duke met with from 
the great lords of Brittany, fo that, in faft, he did 
not know what to do ; for he found he could not 
place any fecurity on his barons or fubjefts : ic 
therefore behoved hitn to diffemble. 

The fiege of Nantes ftill continued ; and on the 
day of our Lady, in Advent, the French garrifon 
refolvcd to make another attack on the befiegers, 
for they had left them quiet for fome lime* Sir 
Amaury de Cliflbn, coufin german to the lord de 
Cliflbn, and the lord d'Amboife, made an aflauk^ 
with about two hundred fpears, on the quarters of 
fir William Windfor. They fallied out at the gate 
of Richebourg, on the river fide, where fir Hugh 
Calverley's men were that night on guard. The 
lord d'Amboife was made a knight by fir Amaury 
de Cliflbn. Thefc men at arms, French and Bre- 
tons, advanced in high fpirits to the ford, which 
having gained, though guarded by fir William Cof- 
fington, a ftiarp contefl: enfued, in which many a 
man was overthrown. Sir William Windfor and 
fir Hugh Calverley were in their quarters, and^ 
hearing the noife, armed themfelves and iflued 
forth to the midfl: of the tumult, where the conflift 
mightily inCreafed : both parties behaved valiandy. 
The French and Bretons made good their retreat, 
fighting all the way, and re-entered the gate of 
Richebourg with little lofs : they had made a 
knight with ten men at arms prifoners; and had 
had only three of their men taken. 

On Thurfday, before the eve of Chriftmas day, 
Barrois des Barres^ with the lord de Solcte and fix 
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fcore men at arms, made another faHy from the 
gate of Sauvetout, to beat up the quarters of the 
carl of Buckingham : the carl of Devonfliire had 
that night the command of the guard. . The en- 
gagement was -very fevere, and many were thrown 
down, and wounded hy fpears j bbt the Englifh^ ^ 
being in greater force than their enemies, drove 
them back to their barriers: they loft, in killed and 
prifoners, fixteen. In this attack, an Englifh knight^ 
called fir Hugh Kitiel, received a blow on his hel- 
met, with a bolt, that caufed his death. 

Every man then retired to his quarters, and no- 
thing more was done that night : but the captains 
in Nantes held a council, and refolved on Chriftmas 
eve to make a faily with the whole garrifon, Th(? 
earl of Buckingham and the other Englifh were 
kept in conftant alarm by the garrifon, and the fo- 
ragers had many difficulties in providing provender 
for the horfes, for they dared not forage but in 
large companies. The earl and his council were 
much aftonifiied that the duke of Brittany came not, 
nor fent them any intelligence, fo that they began . 
to be very difcontented. Upon confidering every 
thing, they found but a very weak fupport in him 
on all occafions, which they could not account for, 
nor did .they know how-to feek redrefs for it. They 
therefore determined to fend once more fir Robert 
Knolles, lord Thomas Percy and fir Thomas Trivet ' 
to Vannes or Hennebon, to remonftrate with him 
on the part of the earl, how very ill he had con- 
duced himfelf in not having fulfilled his engage- 
fnents with greater honour. This refolution was 

afterwards 
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afterwards broken ; for, when dicy more maturely 
weighcd.it, they found they could not fend off this 
detachment without weakening too much their 
arniy> and that they could not go to the duke but 
with the whole army j for, if they fliould march 
only five or iix hundred lances, and meet with a 
thoufand or fifteen hundred, the odds would be too 
great, and they would be flain : they therefore did 
not detach any part of their army. 

When the eve of Chriftmas was come, Ic Barrois 
des Banes, fir iVmaury de Cliflbn, the lord d'Am^ 
boife, the lord de Solece, the chatelain de Cliflbn, 
John de Chatelinorant, and all the captains in 
Nances, Tallied forth in the evening, through St; 
Peter's gate, with a determination to a6t well^ ac*- 
companied by fix hundred men at arms. On pair- 
ing the gate, they formed themfelves into two di- 
vifions y one of which marched down the ftreetj 
and the other tiirough the fields^ towards the quar- 
ters of the lord Latimer and the lord Fitzwaltcr. 
Sir Evan Fitzwarren and fir William Renton com- 
manded the guard. On the firft attack, they 
gained the barriers of the guard> and, killing many^ 
they drove tlicm as far as the quarters of the con- 
liable, lord Latimer. They halted before the hdtel 
of the lord Dclawarr, where there was a grand en*- 
gagement ; fbf the French had an intendon of 
conquering this hotel, which they were on the point 
of taking and the lord Delawarr in it. The guard 
fufFercd much before any fuccours arrived. Sir 
Evan Fitzwarren, the lord Delawarr and fir Wil-* 
liam Drayton, did many gallant deeds. Thcfe 
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aflaults Cfiufed the battalions of the conft^bl^ ^r^d 
m^rfhal to exert themfelves: they founded their 
trumpets, anddireftly armed. Sir William Windfor 
and fir Hugh Calverley, hearing the trumpets, 
knew the van-guard was engaged: they ordered 
their trumpets to found alfo, and a number of 
torches to be lighted and their banners difplayed, 
with which they marched to the place where the 
combat was, attci^ded by one hundred men at arms 
^nd as many archers. In another part, fir Thomas 
Trivet, lord Thomas Percy and lord BafTet, each 
with their banners t)eforc them, advanced to the 
fkirmifh. Good need had the van-guard of the 
ha&e they made to their relief, for they were on the 
point of lofing their quarters : but when thefe ba- 
rons and their mep were arrived, they drove back 
the French and Bretons, who, forming together in 
a handfome body, retreated towards the town, (l<ir- 
mifhing all the. y^ay. Many valiant deeds were 
done ; and fome young French knights and fquires, 
in order to gain honours, venturcfj too far, fo th^t 
fir Triftan de la Jaille was taken, in his fppljfh at- 
tempt, by a fquire from Hainault called Thierry de 
Sommain. 

Thus was this attack made. All thofe, or at 
Icaft a part, who had come from Nantes, rcrentered 
it i for, in thefe cafes, there mufl be wounded ^d 
(lain 5 and, when the heat of an engagement 
animates, fuch accidents are to be expeded. They 
returned, however, withotit much lofsj for they 
had full as many prifoners from the Englifli as they 
had had taken from them. When the gates were 

clofed. 
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clofcd, they attended to their wounded. The army 
returned to their quarters, but did not difjnifs the 
guard: on the contrary, additions were made 
to it. 

No fally was attempted on Ghriftmas day, nor on 
the fucceeding feafts. The Englifh expefted to be 
attacked every night ; but what troubled them the 
mod was their not receiving any intelligence from 
the duke of Brittany. Their provifions were be- 
come very ^fhort, for it was with difficulty they 
coyld forage. The garrifon was well fupplied, by 
means of the rivrr Loire, from the rich countries of 
Pcicou, Saintongc and la Rochelle. 



CHAP. XLVI. 

« 

THE ENGLISH BREAK UP THE SIEGE OF NANTES, 

THE DUKE OF BRITTAMY SEXDS HANDSOME 

EXCUSES TO THE EARL OF BUCKIXGHAM. 

A FTER the earl of Buckingham and the Eflglifh 
■ had been before Nantes two months and four 
days, they found they could gain nothing, and that 
the duke of Brittany would not keep any of his en- 
gagements, for he neither came nor fent to th^m* 
They thought it beft to decamp from thence (fincc 
riicy could, not fucceed), and inarch tow^s 
Vannes, to have fome converfation with the .didie, 

and 
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and know from himfclf the reafons of his conduft 
Orders were iffued for the army to pack up and 
diflodgc : they decamped, the Idl day of the year, 
in the fame order of battle with which they had 
marched through France, and halted, the day they 
left Nantes, at Nort, where they remained for 
three days, on account of the bridge being broken 
down. 

They had much trouble in repairing this bridge, 
that their carriages might pafs over : however, if 
was made good and ftrong, and the army, having 
alfo crofled the river Vilaine on ia Saturday, took up 
their quarters ar Loh^ac, where they (laid two days. 
When the army left Loh6ac, they quartered them- 
Telves at'Goffelin, where they alfo halted for two 
days, and then they came to la Trinite. They 
crofled the river Auft at the Pont de Boquinio, 
when the whole army flopped on that fide of the 
water on the plains. 

The "inhabitants ofVaqnes received exaft in- 
formation of the day on which the army decamped, 
and when they crofled the river, from the country 
people, and that the earl of Buckingham was 
marching his army thither, intending to fix his 
quarters in their city. They knew not how to aft,' 
whether to permit them to come into their' town o^ 
pot : they therefore went to the duke at Hennebon j 
but the day they fet out they met him, two leagues 
from Vannes, on his road thither. ' 

The duke perceiving his good fubjecls advancing 
towards him, aflced them what was th6 news, and 

v^hithcr 
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whicher they were going. ' My lord/ diey ro- 
plied, * as for news, wc can tell you enough : the 
fcarl of Buckii^ham and the Englifh are marching 
liitherward; and it is their intention, as we have 
been informed, to quarter themfclves in your good 
town of Vannes. Now, you muft confider how 
you would have us aft ; for without your order we 
will not do any thing. In truth, they have repaired 
f he Pont de Boquinio, which was broken down.' 

The duke, on hearing thefe words, paufed a 
litd^i and then anfwered ; ^ God help us ! do not 
you be uneafy nor alarmed at trifles, for every thmg 
will turn out well. Thefe Englifti will not do you^ 
any harm. I have entered into certain engage- 
ments which I muft perform, and acquit myfelf to 
them. I^m^now going to Vannes j and to-mor- 
row, as I verily believe, they will arrive there. I 
will advance to meet my brother, the earl, and will 
pay him every honour and refpeft in my power, for 
truly I am bounden fo to do. As for the reft, you 
will aft according to my advice, which is, that you 
meet him, and prefent him the keys of your town, 
faying, that you and all the town are ready to re-: 
ceive him and to obey his orders, on condition that 
he fwear, fifteen days after he (hall be requeftcd to 
<}epart, he will march out of the town, and will de- 
liver back to you the keys of it. This is the beft 
advice I can give you.* 

The citizens of Vannes replied ; ^ My lord, wq 
will obey your dircftions.' They then rode on to- 
gether to Vannes, where the duke lodg|;d th^J 

night j 
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flight; and the Englifh fixed their quarters at Sti 
Jean, a fmall village, fituated two leagues from 
Vanncs. 

' The earl of Buckingham received that evening 
letters from the duke, written with great affedlion, 
welcoming him to the neighbourhood of Vannc?. 
On the morrow, when the earl had heard mafs, and 
drank a cup, he mounted his horfe, and with his 
■whole army marched in great order towards 
Vannesi firft the vanguard, then .the earl in the 
centre battalion, the rearguard foUowjtig clofc upon 
him. In this order they met the duke of Brittany, 
who had come out a long league from Vannes to 
meet them. Great affeftion was Ihewn tp each 
other by the duke and earl. After this reception, 
which was very honourable, they rode together, th? 
earl on the right and the duke on the lefc, and en- 
tered into converfadon : the earl fald,- — ^ By holy' 
Mary, fair b^Pthcr of Brittany, we waited moft im- 
patiently for your arrival at Nantes, during the 
flcg^o according tQ the treaty entered into between 
you a nd me, and yet you never came/ ^ By my 
faith, my lord,' anfwered the duke, ^ I could not 
any way accomplifh it ; and I muft own to you that 
I have been exceedingly enraged thereat, but it ' 
was not poffible for me to ad; otherwife ; for my 
fubjedts, notwithftanding every argument I^could 
uie, in remonflrating with them on the treaties I 
had made with you at their own requefts, ^ould 
never agree, to march to affift you in the fiege of 
Nantes. The principal barons kept themfelves 
ready prepared on the borders, fuch as the lord de 
Vol. V. S Cliflbn, 
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Cliflbn, Ac lord de Dinaiit^ the lord d^Orval> ^ 
vifcount de Rohan and che lord de Rochefbrc^ to 
guard the entrances of Brittany. AH thofc my 
adherents and friends^ as well knights and prelates 
as principal towns^ are this moment in a ftate of 
rebellion i at which I am very much mortified, for 
by their mifcondudt you have reafon to find fade 
with me. I will tell you therefore, my lord, what you 
fliall do : being now the depth of winter, it is cold 
and uncomfortable to keep an army in the field : 
you (hall come to Vannes, where you will rem^ 
until April or May, to recover yourfelves from 
your fatigues, and I will give orders that your, men 
Arc taken care of. You will paft your time as well 
as you can, and in the fummer we will revengft 
curfelves for all thefe contempts.' 

The earl replied, * May God affift us V for ht 
faw jplainly there was nothing better to be expeded. 
The duke condufted him towards Vannes, when 
the inhabitants of the town came out in their, robes, 
and, addrefling the earl, faid to him in an amicable 
manner,—* My lord, out of refpeft to your lord^ 
fliip, and in reverence - to your great honour, we 
have not any objeftions to your entering our tOWni 
but we wi(h, in order to fatisfy the people (other-. 
Ifsafe you will not be very fecurr), you would fwear 
to us, on the holy Evangelifts, that fifteen days 
after we fhall have requefted you to depart, yaS 
will march away with your whole army, without 
doing or fufitring to be done to us the leaft rbo* 
leftation.* 

* By my troths none Ihall be donc^ to you,* an^ 
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Avered die eirl of Buckingham j * and I will fwear 
and keep it.' They afterwards made the other 
lords fwcar on thtir faidi, and on the holy Evan- 
gelifts, to keep the fame engagement as the carl Jud 
done, to which they readily afTented. It behoved 
.them fo to do, unlefs they had wiihed to lleep m 
the fields. 

The divifion of the army of the earl of Bucking- 
ham was quartered in the town o'f Vannes, and 
himfelflodged in the hotel of the duke, a well built 
and pleafantly fittiated caftle, called la Motte. 

The duke of Brittany entertained the Englilh 
knights handfomcly at dinner in his caftle of la 
Mottc, and then retired to Sucinio*, where he re- 
fided; but fometimcs he came to Vaniws, to vifit 
the carl and hold conferences with him, and then 
returned to the place whence he had come. 

Lord -Latimer, lord Fitzwalter, lord Thomaf 
Percy, fir Thomas Trivet, and the whole of the van 
of the array, were to have been quartered at Henne- 
bon ; but the inhabitants would not open their 
gates to them, fo that they were forced to lodge 
dicmfclves in the fuburbs and in the fields. 

Sir Robert KnoUes and lord Fitzwarren, with 
ly more, were tohave been quartered in Quim- 
percorentin; but the inhabitants treated .them as 
thofe of Hcnnebon had done, and they were obliged 
to make the fame ihifts with the van. Sir William 
"Windfor and the rearward were, by orders of the 
duke, to lodgeat Quimperle; but they could not. 
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by entreaties nor threats^ prev^l on the inhabitants 
to open their gates. 

In confequence, they fufFered much, from, the 
inclemency of the weather and the ill ufdge they 
met with : what was not worth three farthings was 
fold to them for twelve, and hydly could they get 
any provifion at fuch prices. Their horfes pe- 
rifhed through cold and famine, for they knew not 
where to coUeft forage ; and, when they went? out ' 
to feek it, they were in great peril, as the adjacent 
countries were all inimical to them. 

The vifcount de Rohan poffeffcd at that time two 
ftrong caftles in the neighbourhood of Vannes ; one 
was called Caire, and the other Linguighant. In 
thefc two caftles, the vifcount had ftrong garrifons, 
which, aided by other garrifons of the lord dc 
•ClifTon fituated on this frontier, fuch as chateau 
Joflelin, Montagu and Moncontour, did much mif- 
chief to the Englifh foragers, killing many. 

The duke of Brittany could not prevent this ; 
for the lord de Cliflbn, conftable of France, carried 
on the war in the name of the king of France, and 
had in the country numerous bodies of men at arms, 
fo ^ that the Englifti dared not ftir abroad in fmall 
parties: When it is confidered that they were en- 
camped in the fields, without any intrenchments, it 
is marvellous they did not fuffer great loffes ; for 
thofe quartered in Vannes could not eafily affift 
thofe near Quimperle, Hennebon or Quimperco- 
rentin. To fay the truch, the duke ftood boldly 
fojward, and guarded them to the bcft of his abi-. 
Upesa to prevent their dcftruftiojj*. He fairi^ told 

his 



his <::puncil^. that he. ha,d but poorly acquitted hii» 
felf :to wards the earl and his army of ^ all the pro- 
mifes h.Q had made them, o : j iv; 

f At this tiftie, there were four gr^atbardns at 
"Psimi whQtn the. duke >had fent to tlifc kirfgtJf 
France to jmake hi4 pelace ^ :Xht vifcountde' Rohaq^ 
fir. Ch^Hes d^ PJtnan, ilir Guy loixi de^Laijil and fir 
Guy iord de Rwhefbrt. ; Thefc four, b'a/ons. of 
Brittany . had remonftrated -with him in co(!incit 
during the time cheeafl of Buckingham Was before 
Nijntesj feyeral times,-. and with. much wifdom^i in 
luch terms as thefe : * My lord, you fiiew to all the 
world, that ypur heart is! entirely given. to : the 
jEnglifli: you have, brought into this cpaotry Engr* 
Jilhmeik who, if .they g^aidi^ upper handi willdi-* 
piinifh yoUr inheritance* What pi^t ori pleasure 
pan you. have in tbi^ great afFeftion fdJ-itht«n ? Look 
IP the jTuniation of the king of Navarre, who put 
his confideitiQe in them': after having. ! given theni 
poffeflion of his town and caftle of Cherbourg, they 
have never quitted it, nor cVer will, biit keep it as 
their own property- Therefore, if you put them 
into any of your fortified jtowns ia Brituny, they 
will not leave thems /ottlaily reinforcements Sy^iU 
arrive. See how they keep Breft ; nor have they 
any thought of furrendering it, although it j^jyouc 
inheritarite. Be fatisfied, my lord, ^with thi&!lo»e of 
the people of this country, whowiU ndver-egiyt up 
the kingipf France tp ferv^e^and belong to tbci king 
of Engkind- If your dqchefs is from England, 
would you, for that, run the rilk of lofing your 
whole dukedom, which has coft you fo much to 
.1. il'. S3 ' gain. 
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gidii, and always conrinue in a ftate ot J^mfttt-t 
la cafe the country ihcmld be againft yoti/yoii iriA 
P be but as one man. Quit your perfent advrfers s 
ti>r tbe king of France ixrhotn you did not Idihe is* 
deadj and at pre&nt d^ere is a youtig and an^abte 
mofiarch on the thrcyne^ who tias good At^)itk«s<( 
suld thoie who hanre htfwdthefaditer itiay ifdi^e di^ 
ion* We undertake to make your^^eaee m^ kini> 
dttd bring yoQ to a pnoper xmderAandfng:wcth ^i^k 
Qfdier. You wAl continue lord and dake^f JMn^ 
Cany with great pow^^ and thfe Engttih retirtAi tb 
dieirowntroufitty/ ' ' 

. In fuch trords \sis the atioiiie, and ^^thera weH 
gjk^ed over, hadthefe bir^ns i-emonft^i^ed &vera| 
Cfhibs with idi^ dcrit!^ ^ «bey^^flic(!eeded fb-ftr a^ 
00 iMiTie' half gatmdd^l^ cc^nfent to their pi^^ibl 
bur he (tiH dillbmbled \vith the king of France Md 
the Englilh, as well its with his 0^n council;' omtit 
he ikould more filainly fee what would be- d»fe 

The eari of Bucrkhtghatti and his baroTft wm 
ignorant of all thefcA^et intrigues whijch^beifout 
barons above mfcntkwied wdfeioarrying on at Parit 
boch the king und hbiuhdes, afnril the matt^^r 4fU 
arrkngcd, : Prior toth^ir krtoWledgtof it, add be- 
fbre/they kti: &rhmn5^, there^wrre tills :iind'€04tma-^ 
inems^ttU at '¥innH£Sj^ tm the ^^feKcec^ ck!:«flri 
of BtJCkbghanPi^ia^iii -the lords '4v4to wie« ^there, of 
irfcich I witt i^ak J f^ It Qj ^ot aJ thii^;?chati 
Ought to'bc filcintaboui^ tti^rlbotilcmt bef«goifccn. 
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A T the titne when'GauviiD-Mi€ifll€^(J Jfottchim 
•*^ Gator performed their cooibat bdfbre the eud 
of Buckingham and Ac Englift ibr45,r'iCcrtahi 
knights and fquires from- France haidtroihc ;jis 
fpieftators to Marchcnoif near Slois^' vid!iie)iil]r Rc^ 
ginald dc Touars, lord de F<3nfkngtdr aijardndf 
PoitoUj had fonic wohfc Y^ith the J6?d tie' Veitain^ 
and faid he would like to tUt vAth him- 'three 
courfes with the lance and three ftrokes.u/ikh the 
battle-axe. The lord dc Vertainj w^ing hoc to 
tefufe, wats eager to acc^jmmodatcWm iwimediatc^ . 
iy, whatever mtght tie the « vent: but thcvcirl .of 
^ucklrigham wotrM hdt'^onferft> and fiorbade the 
knight at ^that timc'to' thittk. of it. ' ■> ' 

Whdt had' been feid refativc tto thb feat of arms 
'Was not forgbtten by -flit two knights* Similar 
words had pafftd that tttttt -day between a fquitie 
from Savoye, called the baftard Claf itis^ attd Ed- 
Ward Bcauchamp, foh of fir Robert Beauchamp j 
and alfe) between (rr Triftan dc la jaille and fir 
Johft d'Ambreticotift, fir Jdhn deChffteimorant^and 
Jannequin Clintori ; 'and Ic Gallois 4'A/unay and 
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fir William t^linton j between fir Hoyau d'Araines 
and fir William France : but thefc were all fet afidc 
like the firfl:. 

During the time the Englifh were quartered in 
ths fuburbs of Nantes, thefe French knights and 
fquires were within the tewn. The lord de Ver- 
tain and the others were requefted by the French 
knights to ddivcr them from their c;ng^gcmcnts 
while they were before Nantes j but thcgovernors 
in Nantes would not confcnt, and excufed their 
fi-idnda ty fayirtg, tiicy were in Nantes, as fo^diers, 
intruftcd ;with th^ guard and defence of the town. 
Nothing, mprc palfed until, the earl of Bucking- 
ham's army were fixcd.in their quarters at Vanr^s, 

HenriebQn;,.Qpiinperle and :Quimpercorentin, when 
fir Barrbis 4«« Barrpsi fir .Hoyau d'Araines, and 
many oth^ (biaighcs and fquires, came to chateau 
Joffclini' feven* leagues (fom Vannes, where the 
conftaWe of France refided. The count de la 
Marche with ieveral knights were alfo there, who 
wercj ^reryi gl^ to kjt them, and received theoi 
hahdfombly . . They informed the jconftablc qf a^i 
that had paflcdi and that fi^Jj ^d fuch perfons had 
undertaken deeds of prowefs agaioft others of the 
Englifli. Tire' conftaW^^lieard this. with plcafure, 
and faid; ^Sc^ad. to -thf m :.. we will. grant them 
paflports,.JAperfQrm iit^fc detfls of arms,^ if they 
be willing tcxjomfe.-:;. . , , :, 

Le Galb)is d'Aunay and fir Hoyau d'Araines 

were.the firft to fay^jthey w^re ready to perform 

their cogagert^ent ofi^cjarec.cQurfes with die Ipear, 

on horfeback./' When (fir Wiliiajn Clinton ai^d fir 

, William 
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William. France heard they were called uppn by 
the Frerxchto perform their challenges, they were 
much rejoiced, and took leave of the earl and 
baj:ons of England to go thither. They were ac- 
companied by many knights and fquires. The 
Engliiji ^nd French tilted very handfomcly, and 
performed their deeds of arms as the rules re- 
duired. Then fir Regnaud d^ Touars, fir Ti'iftan 
de:|aj[ailk> fir jfphn de Ch&elmbrant and the 




Jannequin Glinton. Thelc' four were fo eager for 
the combat that they wifljed to jgo to chateau 
Jpflelin on the paflports pf the conftablcj but tlie 
earl of Buckingham, hearing at Vanries the ftifn- 
mons from the French, faid aloud to the heralds; 
* You will t^l the. conftable, frbiii the earl of 
Buckingham, that he is equally. powerful to grant 
paflfports to the' French as he niay be to grant 
them to the Englifli ; and to all thofe >vho niay 
m(\\ to perform any'deeds of arms wiEh his knights, 
oh their arrival at Vannes, he will, out of hK affec- 
tion to them, give paflports, ahd^ to all who may 
' choofe to accompany them^ both for thcijr ftay. and" 
for their return.' ... 

When the conftable heard this, ne'inftantly' per- 
ceived the earl was in the right, and that he want- 
ed to fee thofe deeds of arms : it was bur reafonable 
there fhould be as many performed «t«Vftnnts as 
had been before him at, chateau' ToflTdin'. Thd 
conftable therefore faid i^.tl>e. carl jpf'l^iJifkin^- 
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ham fptaks like a valiant niah and a king's foa$ 
and I will that what. he fay 3 fhall be belie Ved: 
let me know thofe who may be defirous of accojtn-^ 
paying the challengers, and we will fend for a • 
proper paflport.' Thirty knights and, fquires im- 
mediately ftepped forth : a herald came to VaxmeS 
for Ac paflfport, which was given to him fealed by 
the earl»of Buckingliam. 

The three knights who were to pifform 'fbeif 
deeds of arms let out from chateau Joflelip, atf 
tended by the others, and came to Vannes, Where 
they were lodged in the fuburbs, and the Englith 
entertained them well. On the morrow, they 
made preparations for the combat, as it behoved 
thenj to do, and advanced to a handfome fpaccJj • 
which was large and even, on the outfidc of the 
town. Afterwards came the earl of Buckirighani, 
the earl, of Stafford, the earl' of nevonlhire and 
other baroBs, with thpfe who were to engage in 
this deed of arms : the 'lord de Vertain againft fir 
Regnaud de Thouars, Jord de Pou fanges; fir John 
d'Ambr^ticourt againft Triftan de la Jaille ; Ed- 
ward Beauclikmp againft the baftard Clafius de 
Savoye» 

The Frencfi took rfieir places at one end of 
the ltft3*, and the Er^lifti at the other. 'Thpfc 

who 
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c, * Jo t^a^tftoire^de la vie de. Louis JII« ducde Bourbpij 
^p. xliy, p^ i(^9> five combatants are jnentigned ; (ir John ae 
Chatebnori^t,.' fir.Barroisdes Barrcs^ the baftard of Claix^im 
(pfotetbt^ the Atme as the baftard of Savey}^' the vifcoaiU 
VAtmay and fir Triikn de la Jaille. The Engliih were, fir 
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mh(3 'iv«ffe to lik' ve^^re on "foot' c^tt^teTy fertttcd, 
with helmets, vizors, end provided With tanctis -ctf 
good Iftecl frcfttt BoiYrdeaiix, with which thfcy pcr- 
formcd^iB fcliOM^ :« • ' • . • • ■ - •- > - 

:Firft> ditiioudjdcPoufengfcs jartdith^ lord ide 

Vieriain, two :iMiroa& of Jiigiv renown ; and gre^ 
courage, advanced towards each other on Jbot^ 
hold'mg: Jtheir (hahrp ^edrs. Tmi their iiands^ witH a 
^ood pace: they ^^dki not fpare diemfelves, but 
itrudc thc^. lances iuilily againft eac^ . other ia 
ptiflhmg. : .The tordrdiCi Vertaie was hit, without 
i>eing wpandedt btit the lord dc Poufanges rev 
bfived fuch a ifanoke that it pierced through iht 
ttwl and fteel boreaftphfie, and every thing . under/- 
pcatb^ fo that / 1}». blood guihed out^.and it was a 
great iwondcr he -was nut :inore fenouRy wounded^ 
Tthey< fioi&cd tlieb* ithrefe coitirfe^ and . t^^ other 

decidsrof arms withtot further mifchic^ when thcj 
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Wftker Cld^ttm, Edward Beswckam^, Thbmas-de He«Bcfert> 
Crafty^ lodtftfjdhmcfc ... : 

. Sir JohfQ ^ Chacelmoi;atic tilted wither /V^^t^r Clopton, an^ 
woanded him fo badly as co prevent the compl^upg his ei>g^C* 
ment. . . ' . . 

•Sir'Birrois ^s oppofed'by iFhoxrias dettetiSiefiS)rt, and ihefe 
ioifhsdf chei^caceetrKi^idi iaaG^sii»ihtNrt'f'>bat'iil: "Fhonlias waft 
wounded jEpp^dly|i¥Jjth ;t)»eiVtQj4 to i:o«t)a|^ , m 

TK^ bai&ard de ^irains yaaqnifUed £dward Be^nduunpc 
be reelecl fo much,*the Englifh faid he was drunk. 

Sir Triflan de la Jaille conquered )iis adverfary, 

- T«e^ft»ahtrAd%«iAitoilifr^fctcfs. ;* " 

- 'jBit Witiiain F9rri(igioaic]niL3iyg€4^'^ j4)itt'deiCh|teIincfniiA 
tO-COjnpplefe the .^^emeat wh^d^^irelflion, i}r Walter, 
had b«ei\ obliged ^to; re Jinqqiih, and wounded iir, John, 4s men* 
fioncd m'thdtext', to tlie great fcandal of the EnglifhV 

retired 
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retired to repofc thcmfclvcs, and to be fpt^aton 
of the aftions of the others. 

Sir John d'Ambreticourt, who was from Hain-* 
ault, and fir Triftan de la Jaille, from Poitou, next 
advanced, and performed their courfcs very va- 
liantly, without hurt to either, wRen they al(b rc^ 
tired. 

Then can^ e .the lall, Edward Beauchamp and 
Claries de Savoye. This baftard was a hardy 
and fixong fquire, and much better formed in all 
his limbs than the Englifliman. They ran at each 
other with a hearty good will : both ftruck theii* 
ipears on their adverfary's brcaftj bdt Edward 
was knocked down on the ground, which much 
vexed his countrymen. When he .was raifed up, 
he took his fpear, and they advanced again to the 
attack J but the Savoyard drove him backward to 
the earth, which more enraged the Englifh : they 
faid, Edward's ftrength was not. a match for this 
Savoyard, and the devil was in him to make him 
think of tilting againft one of fuch fupcrior force. 
He was carried off among them, and declared he 
would not engage further. 

When Clarius faw this, wifliing to finifli his 
courfe of arms, he faid; ^ Gentlemen, you do not 
ufe me well : fince Edward wilhes not to go^on, 
fend me feme one with whom I ftiay complete toy 
courfes/ 

The earl of Bucjcingham would knqw what 
Clarius had faid, and, when^t was told- him, im- 
plied, that the Frenchman had fpoken well and 
valiantly. An Englifli fquire then ftcppcd forth,^ 

who 
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who was fince knighted, and called Jannequin 
Finchley, and, coming before the earl, kneeled 
down and entreated his permiffion to tilt with, 
Clarius, to which the earl affented. 

Jannequin very completely armed hinifelf on 
the fpot: then each, feizinghis fpear, made thrufts 
at the other, and with fuch violence that theif 
Ipears were fhivered, and the ftumps of them flew 
over their heads. They began their fecond attack, 
and their lances were again broken : fo where they 
in the third. All their lances were broken,- which 
Was confidered by the lords and fpeftators as a de- 
cifive proof of their gallantry. They then drew 
therr fwords, which were ftrong; and, in fix 
ftrokes, four of them were broken. They were 
defirous of fighting with battle-axes, but the earl 
would not confcnt to more being done, faying 
they had fufficiently fliewn their courage and abi-* 
lities. Upon this, they both retired j when fir 
John de Chatelmorant and Jannequin Clinton ad- 
vanced. This Jannequin was fquire of honour to 
the earl of Buckingham, and the neareft about 
his perfon.j but he was lightly made and delicate 
b his form. The earl was uneafy that he (hould 
have been matched with one fo ftout and renown- 
ed in arms as John de Chatelmorant : notwith- 
ftandifvgi they were put to the trial, and attacked 
cach^pcher moft vigorpufly ; but the Engliftiman 
could not withftand his opponent, for, in pufhing, 
Ije;. wia^ , very ^ roughly (truck to the ground : on 
which,' the earl faid, .they were not fairly matched, 
$omc of th^ carl's pepple came to Jannequin, and 
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feidi— ^ Jai1ijcquin>. you are not fufficfently ftrolig; 
to continue this combat : and my lord of Bwkt* 
ingbam is angry with you for having undeiTd^e^ 
it : retire and repofe yoCirfclf.* The Englt0imtt 
having retired, John de Chatelmorant faid>— 

* Gentlemen, it fcems your fquirc is too weaks 

choofe another, I beg of you, more to your likings 
that I may accomplKh the deeds of arms I hav^ 
engaged to perform ; for I fhali be very diigrace^ 
fully treated if I depart hence without having com'* 
pleted them.' 

The conftable and marihal of the army repUecK 

♦ You fpeak well and you fliall be gratified.' It 
was then told to the furrounding knights and 
fquires that one of them muft deliver the k)rd di 
Chatelmorant. On thefe words, fir Williann Pai^ 
rington immediately replied, — ' Tell him, he (halt 
not depart without combating-: let him go and 
repofe himfelf a litcle in his chair, and he fliaU 
foon be delivered ; for I will arm myfelf againll 
him.' 

r 

This anfwer was very pleafing to John de Cb4- 
tclmorant, who went to his feat to reft hinifel£^ 
The Englifli knight was foon ready and in the fifldv 
They placed themfclvcd oppoflte to Ifach ^thtr^ 
when taking their lances, they began their courfe 
on foot to tilt with their fpf ars within the foim 
members ; for it was efteemed difgracefol to }A9 
any part but the body. 

They advanced to each other widi great courage, 
completely armed, the vizor down and he&ftet 
tightly fixed on, John de ChtteknordM gave tk§^ 

knight 
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knight fucK a blow on the helmet that fir William 
Farrington daggered fome little, on account of his 
foot flipping : he^ kept his fpcar ftifly with both 
hands, and, lowering it by the ftumble he made, 
ftruck John de Cnatelmorant on the thighs ; he 
could not avoid iti and the Ipear head pafled 
through, and came ouf the length of one's hand 
on the other fide. John de Chatelmorant re?kd 
with the blow, but did not fall. 

The Englifh knights were much enraged at this, 
and faid, it was infamoufly done. The Englifti-^ 
inan excuftd himfelf by faying, ' he was cxtrenlely 
forry for it ; and if he had thought it would have 
fo happened at the commencement of the combat^ 
he would never have undertaken it: but that he 
could not help it, for his foot flipped from the 
violence of the blow he had received.' 

Thus the matter was pafled over. The French^ 
after taking leave, of the earl and other lords, de- 
parted, carrying with them John de Ghkelmorant 
in a litter, to chateau Joflelin, whence they had 
eome^ and where he was in great danger of his 
life from the efitfts of this wound. 

Thefe deeds of wms being finiflijed, cadi retired 
to his home ; the Ei^lifli to Ymw^^ the French 
to chateau Jofjclin. 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 

THE DUKE OF BRITTAN-Y MAKES HIS PEACE 

xWITH THE KING OF FR-ANCE. THE ENGLISH 

RETURN HOME. A COMBAT BETWEEN AN 

ENGLISH AND A TRENCH SQUIRE. 

A FTER thcfe deeds of arms were performed, 
•*^ during the refidence of the earl of Bucking- 
ham at Vannes, nothing happened worth mention- 
ing. The Englifh, as I have before faid, were 
quartered at Vannes, Hennebon, Quimperl6 and 
Quimpercorentin : they paffed the whole winter in 
Brittany as well as they could. Very many of 
them were ill, and fufFered much from the badnefs 
and fcarcity of provilioni as did alfo their horfes, 
for their foragers could not find any thing in the 
open country, which at that feafon is always bare. 

The French had taken every precaution that 
the enemy fhould not be very comfortable. The 
Englifh were inOthis perilous ftate fome time ; for 
tht French were fo ftrong in the furrounding gar- . 
rifons, they dared not make any excurfions. 

Some privifions came to them by fea from Corn- 
wall, Guernfney and the Ifle of Wight, which were 
of great fuccour to them ; otherwifc they and their 
cavalry would have perilhed through famine. 

During this time, the four Breton barons re- 
mained 
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itiained at Paris on the part of the duke, ncgotiat* 
ing a peace between him and the king. He did 
not oppofc it ; for he faw clearly that he could not 
keep the promifes he had made the Englifh, unlefs 
he would lofe his dukedom. 

It was the intention of the carl of Buckingham 
and his barons to pafs the winter in the town of 
Vannes as well as they could, and in the fummer 
to return to France to continue the war : he had 
written a full account of his fituation and inten- 
tions to the king of England and to the duke of 
Lancafter* The king and his council, having ap- 
proved of this plan, ordered him to carry it into 
execution, adding, that at the proper feafon, a re- 
inforcement of Englifh (hould be fent to Norman- 
dy and land at Cherbourg; and thofe two armies, 
being united in Normandy^ migjj^ be able to per- 
formed fome decifive adtions in France. 

« 'I - 

The king of France^ his uncles and council fbre- 
fkw all that might happen, having been duly in- 
formed of the intended plans : they faid, in their 
fecret councils, that if the duke of Brittany, or 
any of his principal towns, were at enmity with the 
realm, and united with the Englifh force, France 
would have, for a time, too heavy a burden to 
bear. For this reafon, the ibur barons from Brit* 
tany, who rcprefented the duke and managed his 
affairs very well, had thrown out thefe doubts : in 
particular, they had opened themfelves to the duke 
of 'Anjou, at that time regent of France, who hav- 
ing a grand expedition in his head, and intending 
within two years at the fartheft% to march to la 
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Puglia and Calabria, would not have chofcn that 
the kingdom of France Ihould be (haken, nor his 
expedition put ofF. He was therefore ftrongly in- 
clined to make peace with the duke of Brictany, 
that he might become a good Frenchmanj, loyal in 
faith and homage to the king of France. The ar- 
ticles of peace wfefe now difcuflcd by the four ba- 
rons : it was fettled that the duke might without 
blame, aflift the Englifh with velTcls to return to 
their own country. The duke was permitted to 
add to his ordinances ; that if thofe who had come 
from the garrifon of Cherbourg to ferve under the 
earl of Buckingham wifhed to return thither by 
land, they fhould have paflpof ts from the king and 
conftable to march through France, but unarmed, 
and any knights or fquires from England who 
might be defirous of accompanying them : that, 
when the Englifh had quitted Brittany, the duke 
was to come to the king and his uncles at Paris, 
and acknowledge himfelf vaffal by faith and homage 
to the king, in liich way as a duke of Brittany 
owes to his lorf, the king of France. 

All thefe articles were properly drawn out and 
fealcd, and carried to the duke of Brittany, who 
at that time was refid^nt at Sucinio, near to Vannes. 
He agreed to what his ambafladors had done, but 
fore againfl: his inclination ; for he knew he could 
not do it, without incurring the grcatcfl: ill-will 
from the Englifh. 

When the earl of Buckingham and his knights 
heard that the duke of Brittany had made peace 
^ith France, they were greatly enraged and very 

indignant^ 
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indignant, faying, he had fent for them and made 
them come to Brittany, where he had nc^t per- 
formed any one of the promifes he had fworn to j 
for which reafon they pronounced him void of 
ioyaity. 

Shordy after, the duke vifited the earl of Buck- 
ingham and his barons at Vannes, when he openly 
explained to them the treaty his people had made 
for him, and which it behoved him to agree toj 
for otherwife he fhould lofe his whole duchyJ 
Upon this, high words pafled bctween'the earl and 
his barons with the duke ; but the duke humbled 
ancj excufed himifclf as much as p^ffible, for he 
was confcious that he had been in Yome fort to 
blame. It was, however, neceffary to come to 
terms, in order that the EngUfh mjght quit Brit- 
tany. 

The earl then gave notice to the city of Vannes, 
that if any of his men were ijiidebted to the inha- 
bitants, they (hould come forward, when they 
would be paid. He gave back to the magiftratcs 
the keys of the town, and thanked them for their 
attentions to him. 

The earl was fupplied with vcflHs at Vannes, 
Hcnnebon and Quimperic, and wherever elfe they 
had been quartered, on paying for them : he left 
Vannes the eleventh day of April, in battle-array, with 
banners difplayed, and thus marched to the haven. 
The duke of Brittany, fir Alain de la Houlfaye, the 
lord de Monibourficr, fir Stephen Guyon, fir Wil- 
liam de Trefiquidi, fir GeofFry de Keritnel and 
others of his council, catne thither: they fent to 

T a inform 
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inform the carl, who was in his ve(&l>. that the 
duke wanted to fpeak with him j but the carl re* 
fufcd to come and fent the lord Latimer and lord 
Thomas Percy. 

Thefe two had a conference with the duke for 
three hours, and, after long debates, confcnted to 
requeft the earl, that before he fet fail, he would 
on another day have a converfation with the duke : 
they then went to his fhip, and related to the earl 
all that had pafied. 

About midnight, on the return of the tide, the 
wind became favourable j and the mariners afked 
the earl what were his intentions. The carl, who 
wiihed not for any further conferences, faid, ^ Weigh 
your anchor and fet your fails, and let us be gone.' 
This was foon done -, and thus did the Englifti fail 
from the harbour of Vannes for England. All 
the others did the fame in their different ports, and 
collefted together at fea* 

We will now fpeak of certain knights and 
fquircs who returned to Cherbourg by land, and 
relate what befel them on their road. The con- 
ftable of France, who at that time refided at cha- 
teau Joflelin, feven leagues from Vannes, had 
granted paflTports to fome Englifh and Navarre 
knights of the garrifon of Cherbourg, who had 
ferved under the earl of Buckingham. Among 
others were fir John Harleftone, governor of Cher- 
bourg, fir Evan Fitzwarren, fir William Clinton 
and fir John Burley. They fet out from Vannes, 
following the road to chateau JoflTclin, for it was 
in their route. On tJicir arrival, they took up 

their 
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their quarters in the town below the cattle, not 
intending more than to dine and continue their 
journey. When they had difmoutited at the inn, 
like travellers who wiftied to repofc themfelves, 
the knights and fquires of the caftk came to vint 
them as brother-foldiers, who always fee each 
Other with pleafure, particularly the French and 
Englifh. 

Among the French, there was a fquire of great 
renown in arms, who belonged ta John dc bour- 
bon, count de la Marche, the nearcft to his perfon 
of aU his fquires, and whpm he loved the moft : 
his name was John BoucmeL He had formerly 
been in garrifon in Valogne with fir William dcs 
Bordes, and in his expedition againft Cherbourg. 
During that time, he had often had words with 
an Englifli fquire, called Nicholas Clifford, whe 
was then prefent, refpeding a tilting match. In 
the courfe of the converfation which thefe French 
knights and fquires held at the inn with the Eng- 
lifhi John Boucmel, 'recollefting Clifibrd, cried 
out,—* Nicholas Clifford ! Ah ! Nicholas, Nicho- 
las, we have pfteii wiftied and fought to perform 
a tilting match i but we never could find fit op- 
portunity or place for it. Now, as we are here 
before my lord conftable and thofe gendcrtien, let 
us perform it : I therefore demand from you three 

cpurfes with a lance.* * John,' replied Nicholas^ 
* you know that we are here but as travellers on 
our road, under the paffport of my lord conftable : 
what you aflc from me cannot now be complied 
with;, for I am not the principal in the paflport^^ 

T3 but 
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but under the command of thcic knights whom you 
ftc : if I were to ftay behind, they would fet ouc 
without me.' ' Ha, Nicholas, do not make fuch. 
excufes as thefe : let your friends depart, if they 
pleafe, for I give you my promife, thac as foon as 
our tilt (hall be over, I will condud you myfelf 
within the gates of Cherbourg without lofs or peril, 
as I can depend on my lord conftable*s good will/ 

Nicholas, faid, — ' Now fuppofe it to be as vou 
fay, and that I place my confidence in being fatcly 
conduced by you, yet you fee we are travelling 
through the country without arms of any fon : 
therefore, if I were willing to arm myfelf, 1 have 
not wherewithal to do fo.* 

John replied,-T-* You (hall not excufe yourfclf 
that way, for I will tell you what I will do : I have 
plenty of arms at my command, and will order dif- 
ferent forts to be brought to the place where we 
ihall tilt J and, when all are laid out, you (ball 
examine them, and confider which will fuit you 
bed ; for I will leave the choice to you, and, when 
you (hall have chofen, I will then arm myfelf.' 

When Nicholas faw himfelf fo earneftly prefled, 
he was afhamed that thofe prefent (hould have heard 
it, and thought, that fince John made fuch hand- 
fome offers, ' he could not in honour refufe them $ 
for John ftill added, ^ Make whatever arrangements 
you pleafe, I will agree to them fooncr than we 
fhould not having a tilting match.' 

Nicholas then faid, he would confider of it ; 
and, before his departure he would make him ac- 
quainted with his rcfolution i adding, * if it wiH not 

be 
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be poffiblc for mc, tx) comply with your rcqueft at 
this place, and if my lords, under whom I am, 
Ihould be unwilling to aflent to it, on my return 
to Cherbourg, if you will come to Valogne, and 
jfignify to me your arrival, I will immediately haften 
thither, and deliver you from your engagement/ 

* No, no,* faid John, ' fcek not for dxcufes : I 
have offered you fuch handfome propofals, that 
you cannot in houour depart without running a 
tilt with me, according to the demand I make/ 
Nicholas was more enraged than before ; for be- 
thought, and true it was, that he, by fuch a fpcechj^ 
greatly outraged his honour. Upon this, the 
French returned to the caftle, and the EngKfli to 
their inn, where they dined. 

When thefe knights had got to the caftle, you 
may fuppofe they were not (ilent on the words 
which had pafled between John Boucmel and Ni-^ 
cholas Clifford, infomuch that the conftable heard 
of them. He confidered a fhort time ; and, when . 
the knights and fquires of the country who were 
with him entreated him to intereft himfelf that this 
combat might be fought, he willingly promifed it. ' 

The Englifh knights and fquires, wifhrng to pur- 
fue their journey after dinner, went to die caftle to 
wait on the conftable ; for he was to give them 
feven knights to cfcort them the whole road/ 
through Brittany and Normandy, as far as Cher- 
bourg. 

When they were arrived at the caftle, the con- 
ftable received them very amicably, and then faid,' 
— * I put you all under arrcft, and forbid you to 
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depart hence this day : to-morrow mornings after 
mafs, you ihall witnefs the combat between your 
fquire and ours, and then you fhall dine with me* 
Dinner over, you ihall fet out, and I will give you 
gppd guides to conduct you to Cherbourg/ They 
complied with his r^quefts, and, having drank of 
his wine, returned to their inn. Now the two 
fquires confulted together, for it was fixed they 
jhould on the morrow morning engage without 
faiL When morning came, they both heard mals, 
confeffed themfclves, and mounted their horfes; 
the French being on one fide, and the Englifti on the 
Other : they rode together to a fmooth plain on the 
outfide of the caftlc, where they difmounted. John 
Boucmel had provided there two fuits of armour, 
according to his promife, which were good and 
ftrong, as the occafion demanded: haying had 
them difplayed, he told the Englifh fquire to make 
the firft choice. * No,* faid the Englilhman, * I 
TviU not choofe : you fhall have the choice.* Joha 
w;is therefore forced to choofe firft, which he did, 
a^ a^riped himfelf completely (in doing which he 
y{9^ affifted), as a good man at arms Ihould be. 
Nicholas did the. fame. When they v/erc both 
s^med, they grafped their fpears, well made with 
^purdeaiw fteel and of the fame length i and each 
took the ppfitioPL prx)per for him to run his courfe, 
with their, helmets and vizors clofed. They then 
advanced, and, when they approached pretty near, 
tJicy lowered their fpears, aiming them to hit each 
t^tx. At the firft onfet, Nicholas Cli&rd ftruck 

V^t^ 1^.%^^ lo^ Qoucm^l 9P the upp^r part of 

his 
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his breaft ; but t^c ppint flipped off .the fteel breaft- 
plate, and pierced the hood, which was of ggod, 
mail, and, entering his neck, cut the jugular vein, 
and pafled quite through, breaking off at the (haft 
with the head; fo that the truncheon remained in 
the neck of the fquire, who was killed, as you may 
fuppofe. The Englifti fquire paffed on to hk chair, 
where he feated himfelf. The French lords, who 
had ^n the ftroke and the broken fpear in his 
neck, haftened to him : they immediately took off 
his helmet, and <lrew out the fpear. On its being 
extr-afted, he turned himfelf about without uttering 
a word, and fell down dead. The Englifh fquire 
hurried to his relief, crying out to have the blood 
ftaunched, but could not arrive before he expired. 
Nicholas Clifford was then exceedingly vexed, for 
having by ill fortune flain a valiant and good man 
at ai-ms. All who at that time could have fecn the 
defpair of the count de la Marche, who had fuch an 
affedtion for his deceafed fquire, would furely have 
much pitied him : he was in the grcatcft diftrefs, 
for he efteemed him above all pthers. 

The conftable was prefent, and endeavoured to 
comfort him, faying, ^ that fuch things were to be 
expeded in fimilar combats. It has turned out 
unfortunate for our fquire, but the Engliftiman 
could not help it.* He then addreffcd himfelf to 
the Englifh, — * Come, come to dinner, for it is 
ready.' The conftable led them, as I may fay, 
againft their wills to the cattle to dinner, for they 
wifhed nojt to go there on account of the death of 
the Frenchman. 

The 
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The count dc la Marchc moft tenderly bewailed 
his fquirc, as he' viewed his corpfe. Nicholas Clif- 
ford direftly retired to his lodgings, and would not 
by any means dine at the caftle, as well for the 
great vexation he was in for this death as on ac- 
count of his relations and friends : but the con- 
ftable fent to feek for him, and it was neceflary he 
Ihould comj)ly. 

On his arrival, the conftable faid, — * In fruth, 
Nicholas) I can very well believe, and I fee by your 
looks, that you are much concerned for the death 
of John Boucmel ; but I acquit you of it, for it was 
no fault of yours, and, as God is my judge, if I 
had been in the fituation you were in, you have 
done nothing more than I would have done, as it 
is better to hurt one's enemy than to be hurt by 
him. Such is the fate of war.' 

They then feated themfelves at table, and thefe 
lords dined at their eafe. After they had finifhed 
their repaft, and drank their wine, the conftable 
called the lord le Barrois des Barres, and faid to 
him, — * Barrois, prepare yourfelf : I will that you- 
conduft thefe Englifhmen as far as Cherbourg, and 
that you have opened to them every town and 
caftle, and have given to them whatever they fhall 

« 

be in need of.* Le Barrois replied, — ' My lord, I 
fhall cheerfully obey your orders.* 

The Englifh then, taking leave of the conftable 
and the knights with him, came to their lodgings, 
where every thing was packed up and reaciy. They 
mounted their horfes, departed from chateau 
Joflelin, and rode ftraight to Pontorfon and Mont 

Si. 
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St. Michel. They were under the efcort of that 
gallant knight le Barrois des Barres, who never 
quitted them in Brittany or Normandy, until they ' 
had arrived in Cherbourg. 

In this manner did the army of the earl of 
Buckingham quit France by fea and by land. We 
will now return to the affairs of Flanders during 
that period, and fay how the men of Ghent behaved 
themfel ves, and how the earl of Flanders, their lord,, 
perfifted in continuing an opprcffive and heavy 
war. 



CHAP. XLIX. 

THE WAR RECOMMENCES BETWEEN THE EARL OF 
FLANDERS AND THE INHABITANTS OF GHENT. 
—THE MEN OF GHENT AND OF YPRES ARE 
DISCOMFITED BY THE AMBUSCADES OF THE 
EARL OF FLANDERS. 

Op RUE it is, that the earl of Flanders at the be- 
•* ginning had very litte dread of the Flemings 
and men of Ghent, imagining he could conquer 
them by little and little, both by reafon and arms, 
lince John Lyon and John Pruniaux were dead : 
but the men of Ghent had dill able captains in 
whom wholly they truftcd, and by whom they were 
governed ; fuch as Raflc dc Harzclle, captain of 

the 
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the caftlcwick of Ghent, and John dc Launoy, cap- 
tain of the men of Courtrajr. There were other 
captains -, John Boule, Peter du Bois, Arnoul le 
Clerc and Peter la Nuitce. 

At this period, there arofe a conteft between the 
grandees and populace of Bruges j the fmall handi- 
craft trades there wirtied to aft according to their 
own inclinations, which the richer fort would not 
fufFer. This caufed a rebellion, and great numbers ^ 
of fullers and weavers loft their lives before the reft 
%vere appeafed. The inhabitants fent information 
of all this to' the earl, who refided at Lille, entreat- 
ing of him, for the love of God, to come to them ; 
for they acknovyledged him as their lord, and were 
at that moment mafters of the populace. 

The earl of Flanders was pleafed on hearing this 
intelligence. : he fet out from Lille, in company with 
fir William de Namur and a great number of 
knights and fquires of Flanders, and came to Bnigcs, 
where be was received with great joy by the coun- 
cil. On the arrival of the earl at Bruges, all the 
leaders, and thofe who were even fufpefted to have 
fimilar intentions with the m?n of Ghent, were ar- 
retted and fent to prifon, to the amount of five 
hundred, who in a fhort time .were beheaded. 

When thofe of the Franconate* learnt that the 
earl was quiet in Bruges, they began to be alarmed> 



• Du Franc. That part of Flanders, in which the towns 
of Dunkirk, Bergues, Gravelines, Bombo.arg and Fum6$ are 
iituated, is called the Franc, or the Franconate. 

Note in Memoires di PAiodemU^ vol. xx. p* ^^P* 

and 
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^nd Immediately threw themfclves on the mercy of 
the earl, who pardoned them, to their great joy ; 
for his power was daily increafing^^ and the inhabit- 
ants of the Franconate have been always more at- 
tached to their earl than all the reft of Flanders. 

The earl, feeing himfelf matter of Bruges and of 
the FranCj and that he had at his orders knights 
and fquires from Hainault and Artois, thought he 
had now a good opportunity to recover his country 
and to punifli the rebels : he therefore declared he 
would firft pay a vifit to Ypres. He hated them 
much for having fo eafily opened their gates to 
thofe of Ghent, and faid that thofc who by treaty , 
had admitted his enemies within the town, and 
flain his knights, Ihould pay dearly for it, if he 
Ihould gain the upper hand of them. He then 
iflued his fummons to the Franc and Bruges, for he 
was refolved to march to Ypres, 

News was carried to Ypres, that the earl was 
preparing to attack them : they determined, in con- 
fequence, to fend to Ghent to aflc afliftance ; for 
they were not in fufRcient ftrength to hold out _ 
without fuccours from that party, who had always 
promifed to help them in their need. They fent 
fecretly letters and meflages to the captains in 
Ghent, to inform them of thefituation of the earl, 
and his menaces of coming to attack theta. 

The men of Ghent confidered themfelves as 
bound by their faith and oaths to grant their f e- 
qiieft, and having called two captain^, John Boule 
and Arnoul le Clerc, faid to them, — * You will 
take' three thoufand of our men, and march in hafte 

to 
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to Yprcs, to fuccour our good friends/ Soon after 
tliis order was given, the detachment marched from 
Ghent, and three thoufand men arrived at Ypres, 
to the great joy of the inhabitants. 

The earl of Flanders fet out from Bruges with a 
Jarge force, and came to Thorout : on the morrow 
to Poperingue, where they halted for three days, 
until his whole army was come up, which amounted 
to twenty thoufand men. 

The men of Ghent being informed of all thefe 
preparations, and that the earl was to march againft 
Ypres with a powerful army, refolved to aflemble 
their whole force, and take the road by Courtray 
to Yprcs, when, by uniting with thofe of the laft 
town, they might engage the earl's army; and, if 
they ftiould once completely defeat him, he would 
never be able to recover the blow. In confequencc 
of this determination, the following captains march- 
ed from Ghent : Rafle de HarzcUe, Peter du Bois, 
Peter la Nuitec, John de Launoy, with others, who 
were captains of hundreds or of fifnes in the dif- 
ferent parifhes ; and, when drawn out in the plain^ 
they amounted to upwards of nine thoufand men. 

They marched for Courtray, where they were re- 
ceived with great joy, for John de Launoy was go- 
vernor. The earl of Flanders, whofe quarters were 
at Poperingue, heard how thofe of Ghent intended 
marching to Ypres, and that they were already at 
Courtray. Upon this, he called a council, and 
kept his army in a compaft body. The Ghent men 
who had come to Courtray marched from thence 
to Rotiffclaer, where they halted, and fcnt to inform 

thofe 
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thofe of Yprcs of their arrival ; and, if they would 
come forth with the troops they hid fent to them, 
they Ihould be in fufficient force to combat the 
carl. 

The men of Yprcs were delighted at this intelli- 
gence J and, having every inclination to do what 
had been requefted, they falliedout in the morning, 
to the amount of eight thoufand, under the com- 
mand of John Boule and Arnoul le Clcrc. 

The earl, who was with his army in that diftrift, 
got information, I know not by what means or by 
what accident, that the men of Ypres had marched 
to join thofe from Ghent : he therefore ordered 
two large ^imbufcades on a pafs through which 
thofe from Ypres muft march, under the command 
of his fon, le Haze baftard of Flandefs, and the lord 
d'Anghien : there were knights and fquires from 
Hainault, Artois, Bruges and the Franconate, and 
in each ambufcade were ten thoufand men. 

When thofe of Ypres and the Ghent men who 
had been fent thither under the command of John 
Boule were in the plains", and had marched about 
a league, they came to two roads ; one 6( which 
led to Rouffelaer, and the other to Thorout : they 
halted, and afked which road they fhould take. 
Arnoul le Clcrc, anfwering, faid, — * I would advifc 
you to go and fee our men who are at Rouffelaer.' 
* By my troth,' replied John Boule, * I think wc 
Ihall be better lodged on Mont d'Or than anywhere 
clfci for be afllircd I know fo well Peter du Bois 
and Rafle de Harzelle that, fmce they have fent to 
us to fay they intend to offer the earl battle, they 

. will 
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Will get as near to him as they can : I therefore 
think you (hould follow this road.* Arnoul Ic Clerc 
difputed, but John Boule infiftcd upon it, and made 
them follow his road. 

When they had advanced about two leagues, and 
were almoft tired, they fell into the midft of theft 
two ambufcades, which when they perceived, they 
cried out, ' We are betrayed V No people cvci* 
made fo poor a defence as thefe did : they faved 
themfclves as faft as they could, fome returning to 
Ypres, others flying over the fields, without any 
fort of order. 

The carl's army had furrounded a great number, 
whom they flew without mercy : however, John 
Boule and Arnoul Ic Clerc faved themfelves. The 
runaways who made for Courtray met their allies, 
who had fet out from Rouflelaer, and were march- 
ing towards Rofebecque. When Peter du Bois and 
the other officers faw them in fuch a ft ate, they de- 
manded the reafon of it, and what had happened i 
they replied, ' they could not tell ; they had not 
had time to fee what was the matter ; but that they 
were flying, having been betrayed, and that the 
whole plain -was covered with them/ 

Peter du Bois was doubtful, whether to march 
back to cover the runaways, and to combat thofe 
who were thus chacing them, or to retreat with 
them to Courtray. All things confidered, he was 
advifed this time to retreat, as being the moft ad- 
vantageous : he therefore began his return in re- 
gular order, without quitting the road, and the 
fame day came back to Courtray. The runaways 
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took (helcer there : the men of Ghent were quar* 
tercd in the town, and placed ftrong guards at the 
gates to prevent any furprife. 

When John Boule andAmoul le Clcrc were rc» 
turned, and had counted their men, they found 
there had been flain of the men of Ghent, including 
tfiofe in the detachment fent to Ypres, twelve hun- 
dred ; and of thofe of Ypres as mahy, if not more. 
If the ambufcade had purfued thofe flying towards 
Ypres and Courtray, they muft have been ovcr- 
zaken, and fcarcely one would have efcaped : but 
the giving up the purfuit, to flay thofe who had 
illen into [heir hands, was the faving of many. 
The inhabitants of Ypres were much caft down 
on feeing their men return defeated the very day 
they had marched, and alked how it could have, 
happened. Some faid, that John Boule had be- 
trayed them, and led them thus to be flaughtered. 
You have often heard how difficult it is to appeafe 
the populace when once they are ftirred up: I fhall 
Inftance it by thofe of Ghent, for when they had 
returned thus defeated to Courtray, and heard that 
John Boule was in the town, they collefted upwards 
of a thoufand, bawling out j * Let us go feck that 
arch traitor John Boule, who has betrayed us ! for 
it was he and no other who would have us follow 
that road which led to the ambufcade. If we had 
^vbelieved Arnoul le Clerc, we fliould have efcaped 
■^i for he wanted to conduft us ftraight to our 
Hnnen, and John Boule, who had fold and betrayed 
us, would march us where we have been tricked 
and defeated.' Now, obferve how unjuftly they 
Vol. Y. U accufc 
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accuie him of treafon, when I dp not fee that there 
was the: leaft caufe for it. Had it been, as they 
faid, that he had fold and betrayed them, he would 
«cyer have returned, but would have ftaid with the 
barl and, his ,army« This, however, could not fave 
-.him from be.i/igi killed : the men of Ghent fought 
J^ him in his hovie, and, having found him, 
.dragged Jiim into the ftr^et, when he was torn in 
^kGl^St^ aiiid as tnany as cpuld, carried off a morfeL 
^Mch lya^ the end of John Boule. 
r-fc^The next day, the men of Ghent departed from 
jCourtf^y, and returned home. They fent John dc 
Launoy to Gavre, a caftle belonging to the earl, 
^mid fituatcd on the Scheld, of which he took pof- 
'feffion, and placed a garrifon in it. 
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. CHAP. L. 

.THB TOWNS OJf YPRES AND COURTRAY- TURN TO 

THE EARL OF FLANDERS. GHENT IS BESIEGED 

• 

ll/'E will now return to the earl of Flanders and 

his army. When they had thus, by their am- 

bufcadcs, defeated the men of Ghent, and had flain 

three thoufand or thereabouts, including thole of 

i Ypres, the earl was advifed to advance and lay 

fiege to Ypres. This council he followed, and 

. marched thither with a fine army of knights and 

fquires 
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fqulres from Hainault,' Artois and Flanders^ whd 
had come. to ferve under him. As Ibon as^die cir 
tizcns of Ypres learnt that the earl was oh his 
march thither with fuch a force, they were greatly 
alarmed ; and the principal and richeft inhabitants' 
held a council, in which they refolvedto open their 
gates, and go out to meet him, with oflfersi to re- 
place themfelves under his obedience j trufting to 
has mercy. It was well known to him t^at they* 
had allied themfelves with Ghent through fear of 
the lower ranks, fuch as weavers, fullers and other 
ill-intentioned people of the town : diey befides de- 
pended on his kind and merciful charafber for their 
pardon; • 

As they. had refolved, fo did they execute; and 
upwards of three hundred in a company went out 
of the town, carrying the keys of the gates with 
them. On meeting the earl of Flanders, they fell 
on their knees, -and begged for mercy, faying, that 
they perfonally, and the whole town, refigncd 
themfelves to his will. 

The earl took pity on them^ made them rife, and 
granted them his pardon. He entered the^town of 
Ypres with his whole army, and there remained for 
three weeks, fending back thofe of the Franc and 
of Bruges to their feveral rowns. During his rc- 
fidence in Ypres, he had upwards of fevcn hundred 
weavers and fullers beheaded, and all thofe who 
had been any way concerned in admitting John 
Lyon and the Gheitt men into the town, who Iwid 
flain the knights and men at arms whom he kad 
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feat thitheri and which had enraged him fb much* 
To preTent them from again rebeUtng againft him, 
he fcnt three hundred of the principal inhabitants 
to t)rifon in Bruges^ efcorted by a handfome body 
of men at arms. 

He then marched towards CourtrajTi in order to 
bring that town under his obedience* When the 
inhabicants heard this was his intention, and thai 
he was on his way, having fubjugated thofc of 
YprtSy they were much afraid, fdr they (aw no ap- 
pearance of any aid coming to them from Ghent : 
they therefore determined to furrender themfelves 
mnicably to their lord i for it was better to depend 
on the earl, to whom they owed fidelity, homage 
and loyalty, than on Ghent. Upon this, three 
hundred of the principal citizens afiembled, and 
went out of the town on foot, to meet the earl, 
taking the keys with them. When the earl was 
near to pafs them, they flung themfelves on their 
knees, crying out to him for mercy. The earl, 
taking compafTion on them, pardoned them, and 
made a joyful entry into the town, where every one 
paid him honour and reverence. He arrefted about 
two hundred of the principal inhabitants, whom he 
fitnt to Lille and to Douay, as hoftages for the 
town. 

When he had continued at Courtray fix days, he 
returned to Bruges ^ where, having repofed hinifelf 
for a formight, he if&ed a grand lummons for his 
vaflals to attend him at the fiege of Ghent, for at 
this time all Flanders was dependant on him« He 

left 
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left Bruges with a numerous army to lay fiege to 
Ghent> and fixed his quarters at a place sailed ta 
Briete. 

Sir Robert dc Namur came thither to ftrve him, 
with a large body of men at arms, according to his 
letters and orders : but fir William dc Namur 
could not come, for he was at the rime in France 
with the king and duke of Burgundy. 

It was about the fcaft of the decollarion of St. 
John that the fiege of Ghent was commenced. Sir 
Walter, lord of Anghien, was marflial of the army 
of Flanders ; he was young, bold, enterprifing, and 
ftarlefs of whatever dangers or perils might bcfal 
him. 

Notwithftanding the carl of Flanders was before 
Ghent with fo numerous an army, he could not 
prevent the town from having two or three gates 
open, by which means all forts of provifion entered 
without danger. The Brabancers and Liegeois 
were very favourable to them, more particularly 
■ the citizens of Bruffels. The Liegeois wrote to 
them to keep up their fpirits, — 'Good men of 
Ghent, we are well aware that at this prefcnt you 
have enough to do j that you arc hard pufhed by 
the earl your lord, and by the gentry and the reft: 
of the country, which wc are extremely forry for : 
know, that if you were only five or fix leagues 
from our frontiers, we would fend that fuccour 
which ought to be given to good brothers, friends 
and neighbours ; but you arc too far from us, and 
die country of Brabant lies between, which is the 
caufc that prevents us. Now, if youJhouid be bc- 
U 3 fiegid 
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iieged at this moment, do not be call down ; fof 
God knows, and all the principal towns, that you 
have jufticc on your fide in this war, which muft 
make your labours more efFeftive.* Thus did the 
citizens of Lieg^ write to thofe of Ghent, ia order 
•to conifort them. 

The earl of Flanders had invefted Ghent on the 
fides toward^ Bruges and Courtray ;* but on thofe 
.towards Bniflels and les Quatre Mcftiers*, he 
could not, on account of the Scheld and Ly^. I 
ma)? therefore fay, every thing confi^^cd, that 
GJicnt is one of the ftrongefl: places in the world : 
it would be neccflary to have two hundred thou- 
fand men, if any one wiftied to block up all the 
paffes: bcfides, the ' armies ought to be hear the 
xivers, or, in time of need, they would not be aWc 
to co-operate with each other ; (^r Ghent is very 
populous, and full of determined men. They fpmid, 
on nuorbering the inhabitants at this time, they had 
eighty thoufand men, all fit for hearing arois, under • 
fixty and above fifteen, years. 

When, the earl had been before Ghent about a . 
month,', and his men under the lord d'Anghien, le 
Haze his fon, with the young fenefchal of Hainauk, 
had had Various fkir mi flies with thofe of Ghent, in 
!i¥hich fometimes they won, and at others loft, as in 
fuch cafes : will happen, he was advifed to fend the 
'■ ■ ' ' ' ■■ ■■ ■■■ . .J i ' . I ■ I ■ . I ill) , • , ,^ 

^ ^Tj^e Ufritfvry xompreheoded jjnder the name oC Le .Qo^tid^ 
Meftiers, was formerly fubied to the bimqp of Utrecht, and con- 
tallied' thirty, villages. Hpire,,Axele, Bocholle and Afleriede 
iire\hcfb'#^rindpiPt6iirii5: the Hh^ittiecr hot indofed wiai 
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men from Bruges, Ypres and Poperingue, on an 
expedition to a place called Longpont, the conqueft 
of which would be highly advantageous ; for by 
this they could enter the Quatre Meftiers, and 
then approach Ghent ^s near as they pleafed. 

Thofe who had been ordered on this expedition 
were drawn up, and a very valiant and prudeiu 
knight, called fir Jofle . de Haluin, .was nominated 
commander : with him were very many knights , 
^nd fquires, but fir Jofle was the chief. When they 
arrived at J^ongpont, they did not find it dcfence- 
lefs, but garrifoned with a great number of men at 
arms : Peter du Bois, Peter la Nuitee andRaflc dc 
Harzelle were therein front. The flcirirtifli was 
feverc ; for, on the arrival of the detajChment from 
the earl, they began on both fides to fiioot fi'oni 
cannons and crofs- bows, which flew and wounded 
many. The men of Ghent behaved too well, for 
they drove back their enemjes, and took by force 
the banner of the goldfmith's cpmpany of Bruges, 
which they flung into the river and befmeared with 
filth- There wete, of this goldfmith's company 
iand of many others, numbers flain and wounded : 
in particular fir Jofle dc Haluin was killed, which 
was a great pity. So valiantly did the Ghent mejoi 
behave that thoie who had been fent to Longpan( 
|-eturned difcomfit^d. 
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CHAP. IX 

THE BARL or PtANDERS RAISES THE SIEGE Of 
GHENT.— HE PEFEATS A QR^AT PARt OF 'THE 
ARMY OF GHENT, THROUGH THE SELF-SUFFI- 
CIENCY OF RASSE OE li|ARZlI/LEj NEAR TO KE-» 
VELE. 

T\URING the fiegc of Ghent by the earl of 
"•^ Flanders, there were numerous (kirmiflies.be* 
fore the city. The lord d'Anghien, the fdn^fchal 
of Hainault and le Haze de Flanders neTcr ran- 
fomed thofe whom they fell in with unprotefted in 
At plains ; and fometimes they were forced to re« 
treat in fuch a hurry as not to have time to look 
behind them. 

Six thoufand well-appointed men were drawn up 
it! the city, and put under' the command of Rafle 
de Harzelle, Arnoul le Clerc and John de Launoy : 
llhty marched from Ghent without any foar of the 
kmy^ an4 took the road to Aloft, which was then 
A good town and well inclojfed, in which the cati 
had placed a garrifon of^feveral knights. Tbeyj on 
hearing of this intended attack, made off, through 
the gate leading to Bruflels, in hafte, othfrrwife 
diey would have been flain. The Ghent men burnt 
erery thing, even the gates^ and gained great pillage* 

They then marched to Dcodremondc^ whjch is a 

ftrong 
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ftrong town, but they took it by ftwTti. Sir Philip 
dc Namur was there killed. The men of Ghent 
were mafters of the town, but not of the caftle j 
for the lord de Widefcot and his companions held 
. it out valiantly againft them. 

The Ghent army went next to Gramont, which 
had lately turned co the earl, through the encreaty 
and negotiation of the lord d'Anghien. I know 
not whether by treachery or not, but the Ghent men 
entered it, and very many of the inhabitants were 
flain. 

After thcfe exploits, they returned to Ghent with 
a great booty. 

When the carl of Flanders confidered that, be- 
fide lofing his time, he was at a vail expenfe in this 
fiegc, and that he and hit army were ftiffering 
greatly, and alfo that he could not prevent the 
Ghent men from fallying forth and burning the 
country; that lately they had conquered Dendrc- 
mondc and Gramont j he refolved to break up the 
fiege and depart, for winter was approaching. He 
. inarched away, and fent his men to their different 
homes to recruit themfelves. He ordered the lord 
d'Anghien and the lord de Montigny to garrifon 
Oudenardc : they had, befides men at arms, two 
hundred Englifh archers, on whom they placed 
great dependance. Wich regard to die earl, he 
went to Bruges. The lords who were in Oudenardc 
made feveral failics againft thofe of Ghent j and 
chere were frequent fkirmilhcs, for they were almoft 
kconftandy in the field, fo that none could carry 
H provifion 
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provifio|i or merchandifc to Ghent without rifle of 
•being taken. 

When winter was over, and the month of April 
arrived, the earl affembled his army, having fent 
for thofe of Ypres, Courtray, Poperingue', Damme, 
Sluys and the Eranconate : he marched from Bruges 
and came to Nevelc, Y^here he remained fomc time. 
While there, he appointed the lord d'Anghien 
. agaih commander in chief of all the men at arms, 
comprehending thofe of Lille, Douay and Oude- 
narde. 

The earPs army was fully twenty thoufand men : 
they prepared to march to Gavre, where John de 
Launoy refided, who, on receiving intelligence of 
this, fent off direftly to Ghent, to inform Raffe dc 
. Harzelle that he muft fend him immediate rein- 
forcements, for the drmy of the earl had tak^n the 
field. Raffe de Harzelle inftantly coUefted fix 
thoufand men, and marched to Gavre : he did not 
find John de Launoy, but overtook him at Dcynfe, 
where he was pillaging the country on the other f|dc 
of the river. They then, having united their forces, 
marched that day together, and fell in with thofe 
from Oudcnarde and Deyhfe who were going to 
join the earl, whorti they immediately attacked, artd 
flew at leaft fix hundred of them. The lord 
d'Anghien was not prefent: he had gone before to 
the earl, who was with .his army betwceri Deynfe 
and Bruges. 

When news was brought to* the earl, sand to tke 
lord d'Anghien, that the mco of . Oudenardc had 

been 
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tfecn fp roughly treated, they were ii^uch ye>^c^ : 
the lord d'Anghien was ordered to march with 
four thoufand men towards Gavre, where they ex- 
pefted to find John de Launoy ; but he had retreated 
to Ghent with his pillage and prifoners, of whom> 
indeed, he had no great numb^rr. On the morrow, 
he^ and Rafle de Harzelle marched out with ten 
thqufand men ; .;and, though the earl was not come 
to Gavre, they were ^xioqs to furround him. 

The fame day that Rafle de Harzelle had marched 
from Ghent, Peter du Bois made a fally alfo with 
fix thoufand men, accompanied by Arnoul Ic 
Clerc : they burnt the fuburbs of Courp-ay, ^d 
then retreated toward^ Deynfe, in-order ^;o. fell in 
with their townfmen s but it was too late, for, when 
Rafle de Harzelle and John de Launoy were come 
to Nevele, they perceived the earl with his whole 
army in the plain:' thus did thefe two armies find 
themfelves in fight of each other, without either of 
them fufpe(51-ing it in the morning. 

When Rafle de JIarzelle and John de Launoy 
faw a battle was inevitable, they were not caft down, 
but drew up their men in three battalions ; in each 
battalion were two thoufand men, all bold and 
hardy, and the beil foldiers in Ghent. 

Peter du Bois and Ar^^oul le Clerc had an equal 
number of men, who, though in die country, were 
ignorant of this meeting, or that their friends were 
about to engage. Whcn>they left Qhcnt, th^ey ha4 
entered into an agreement, that if cither party 
Ihould meet the earl, they were not to fight without 
tbie others for ,thcy were not Xepwfltsly'Offufficient 
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ftrcngth, bxjt, when united, they wait ibk to en- 
gage with three times their number : this they had 
fwom to Peter du Bois they would adhere to ; and 
to fay the truth, if Raflc had wilhed it, he might 
eafily have delayed the combat, for he had only to 
keep himfclf in the town of Nevele to wait for 
Peter du Bois, and the earl would never there have 
fought him : but the moment Rafie de Harzelle ^ 
faw the army of the earl, through pride and fdf- 
fufEciency, he tO|ok the field, faying to himfelf that 
he would offer batde to his enemies, and reap al] 
the honour, without waiting for Peter du Bois or 
the others. He had great confidence in his men, 
and fuch hopes in the good fortune of Ghent that 
he thought he could not be defeated ; and he mani^ 
felled that day his willingnefs to engage, as I Ihall 
prefendy relate to you. 

Greatly was the earl rejoiced when he faw Rafle 
de Harzelle march out of Nevele to the plain to 
fight. He immediately ordered his men to be 
drawn up in proper order : his infantry were about 
twenty thoufand, able men, and about fifi:een hun* 
drcd lances, knights and fquires, from Flanders, 
Hainault, Brabant and Artois. Among thofe from 
Hainault were the lord d'Anghicn, marffaal of the 
army, and, in his company, the lord de Montigny, 
the baflard of Anghien, Giles de Rifcon, Hutinde 
Lay, the lord of Lens, fir John de Berlammont 
and feveral more. From Flanders were, the lord 
de Guiftelles, fir Guy de Guiftelles, the lord dcs 
Cornets, the lord de Halliic, the lord de Haluin, fir 
Daniel de Haluin^ fir Thierry de Difquetane, fir 

John 
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de Vilain,. fir Gerard dc MarqucUies and many 
others. Several new knights were aifo made. The 
young fcnefchal of Haiiiauk had died in his bed 
Ibrae time before, from the bruife he had received 
at Aubicz, near Mortaigne, for he had been in that 
a&air. 

The carl formed his ^-my in five battalions, and 
in each there were about five thoufand men, eager 
for the attack. : the lord de Lieurcghien bore that 
day the carl's banner. In this manner they ad- 
vanced on the enemy, five battalions to three; but 
at the commencement only three battalions of the 
earl's army engaged, the other two were on the 
wings to fupportthofe who might be broken. The 

»earl was prefent, exhorting his men to hehavc well, 
and to revenge tk-mfelves on the madmen of 
Ghent who had given them fo much trouble: he 
faid to the citizens from the cliief towns, — ' Be 
afiTured, ftiould you fly, you would more certainly 
be put to death than if you ftood ^our ground; 
for I will have you all bclieadcd without mercy." 
The earl polled the men of Bruges in the firft bat- 
fa talion, thofd of the Franc in the fccond, thofe of 
■ Yprcs and Coutray in the third, and thofe of Po- 
pcringue, CalTei, Bergues and Bourbourg in the 
fourth battalion : he had retained thofe of Oudc- 
narde, Lilie and Douay near his perfon. 

I The armies kept advancing toward each other. 
Rafle de Harzelle led the firft battaHon, for it was 
compofed of the moft determined men of the three, 
and becaufc he was anxious to be the firft to begin 
the 
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the combat, and to gain honour if it were poffiblci 
he attacked that of Bruges, which the lord dcf 
Guiftclles and his brothers commanded. There 
was great pulhing and fighdng at the commence-' 
ment. In another part, the other battalions en- 
gaged, when many were beat down at the onfeti 
The Ghent men bchaVed very gallandy ; but the 
army of the earl was toonumerous for them. 

The batde was fhafp> and lafted fome rime, fo 
that it was long before it was fden which had the 
advantage. All the battalions were intermixed; 
and on one fide they fhoutcd out, ' Flanders for 
the Lion !' to cheer their men : on the other, they 
cried as loudly, 'Ghent, Ghent !* There was a 
moment "when the earl was in danger of lofing all j 
and, if he had then given way, they would aU 
liave been flain and defeated beyond a remedy: 
for Peter du Bois, with full fix thoufand men, was 
in the plain, and clearly faw the combat, but he 
could not give any afliftance to his townfmen for 
the extenfive marfties which were between him 
and the armies : but, had the earl loft the day, or 
his men fled through panic, he knew well that 
Peter du Bois would have fallen upon them, and 
none would have efcaped death, not even himfelf • 
which would have been fuch a lofs as Flanders 
never would have recovered. 

Rafle dc PJarzelle and John de Launoy had not 
long the advantage in this combat, for the earl had 
a number of valiant knights, bdidcs the men from 
Ypres, Courtray, Oudenarde, Damme, Sluys, the 
Franc and Bruges, who, when affembled together, 

amounted 



303 

2imoifaited - to near twenty thoufand men, being 
four times the number of their enemies. The 

- .--' * 

Ghent men, unable to withftand theiii, were thrown 
into diforder, and retreated into the town. Upon 
this, the knights and fquires advanced, and, break- 
ing their ranks, put theqi in confufion, and killed 
them in heaps. . The men of Glaei^t retired to- 
wards the church of. TS[^yele, which was ftrong ; 
^nd, . having coj^^d dbepifc|ves there,, a hard 
battle.. enfued, and grew ..flaiighter was made of 
them. .J.John d.e Launpy, like one diftrafted, 
rufhed int;p. the <;hU^cIu a.nd pofted himfelf, and 
as many men. as he qoind, in the large tower of 
the fteeple> . Raije de Harzelle remained l^hind, 
and, yiith lii%jp^p, ./j^crfortntd mar^y valorous 
deeds at tht doon p/'the church ; but at laft he 
was overpowered, .^nd piierced with a Ipear, which ' 
mftantly killed hipi. 

' Thlis ended Raflc de Harzelle, who had been 
a great commander of the Ghent men againft the 
carl : he was much beloved by his townfmen for 
his good fenfe and prowefs; but this was his re- 
compenfe at laft for all his valour. 

When the earl of Flanders arrived at the fquarc 
before the church, and faw that the Ghent men 
had retreated into it, he ordered the church to be 
fet on fire : his order was obeyed, and a fire 
was kindled with great quantities of ftraw and fag- 
gots, which they placed all round the church. 
The flames foon afcended to the roof, when the 
Ghent men periflied miferablyj for they were fure 
of being, burnt if they ftaid in the church, and if 

they 
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diey fallied out they were flain and call back into 
the fire. 

John de Launoy> who was in the fteeple, per- 
ceiving himfelf at the point of deaths and that he 
mud foon be burnt, for the fteeple was beginning 
to take fire> cried out to thofe below^ * Ranfom> 
ranfom!* and offered his coat, which was full of 
florins ; but they laughed at and mocked him, 
faying, — * John, come and fpeik to us througK 
thefe windows and we will receive you. Make a 
handfome leap, John, fuch as you have fbltred our 
friends to take this year: j^ou muft make this leap/ 
John de Launoy, finding his fituation defperate^ 
and the fire fo faft approaching that he muft be 
burnt, grew enraged, and preferred being flain to 
being burnt. Both happened to him; for he 
leaped out of the windows in the midft of his 
enemies, who received him on their fpears j an4, 
after hacking him to pieces, he was' flung into 
the flames. Thus finiflied John de I«aunoy> 
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CHAP. Ln. 

I 
J^ETER DU BOIS WITH t*HE REMAlKDEft Ol^ mi 

ARMY RETIRE TO GHENT. AFTER HAVINC^ 

BEEN IN DANGER OF HIS LIFE^ H£ BESIEGES 

COURTRAY. 



f\^ the fix thoufand men, of which the army at 
^^ leaft confiftcd, that Rafle dc Harzelle and 
John de Launoy had brought from Ghent- or that 
neighbourhood, or who were ferving the men of 
Ghent for pay and had been marched .thither> 
there did not efcape more than three hundred ; the 
reft were flain in the field or in the town, dr had 
been burnt in the church. Peter du Bois, not- 
withftanding he had a fine army, could not give 
them the fmalleft affiftance, on account of the 
marfhes and ftagnant waters which were between 
him and the earl's army. 

He marched Way with his men drawn up in 
order of battle, faying to them, — ^Corne, l6t us 
proceed flowly towards Ghent. Raffe de Harzelle 
and John de Launoy have had very bad fucccfs : 
they are defeated. I know not what may happen 
to us, if we fhould be purfued, and attacked by 
the earl's army : let us keep in a body iind combat 
boldly, as good men (hould do when d^cy fight for 
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their rights.' Thofc who neard him anfwered, 
*We will do fo/ They then departed, taking 
the road towards Ghent, in a clofc well formed 
battalion. 

Some of the runaways who had efcaped from 
the battle of Nevclc returned to Ghent, which 
they entered quite frightened, like defeated menj 
and related their difcomfiture, telling how 'Raffe 
dc Harzelle and John dc Launoy had been flain 
and their army loft. ^ The citizens were much de- 
jefted at this ill news, and forry for the lofs of 
Raffe, for they had found him a good captain and 
true to their interefts : he was much beloved, and 
great confidence was placed in him, becaufc he 
was of a noble family, and had ferved them faith- 
fully for their money. 

They afked the runaways, — ^ Tell us where was 
Peter du Bois all the time of the combat ?' They 
who had neither feen nor heard any intelligence 
of him replied, * We have not feen him, nor do 
we know any thing about him.' Upon this, fc- 
veral be began to murmur, faying, that Peter du 
Bois had behaved very ill, for not having been 
prefent at this batde, he who had fix thoufand 
jnen under his comma^id completely armed. 

Thofc who governed Ghent therefore refolved, 
as foon as Peter du Bois fhould return, to kill him, 
and then make peace with the earl their lord, 
throwing themfelves on his mercy. I believe, 
that if they had done fo, they would have afted 
well, and peace would eafily have been made. But 
they changed their rcfolution, for which afterwards 
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they paid feverely, as did the whole country of 
Flanders, 

Affairs at that time were not fo bad as they af- 
terwards became, nor the great diftrefs of Flanders 
at its height, as I fliall hereafter relate* 

After the defeat of Raffe de Harzelle. and John 
du Launoy, the earl of Flanders was informed, 
that Peter du Bois with an army of Ghent men 
were in the field, and on their march to that city. 
The earl halted, and called a council, in which 
he demanded from his knights whether he fhould 
not purfue them and offer battle : they replied, 
that he had done enough that day 5 that his men 
were tired, and that it was proper they fhould 
have fome reft 1 but that he would do well to fend 
off five or fix hundred men at arms, to obferve 
their motions, for they might perhaps fix their 
quarters in fuch a fituation that they could come 
up with them at their diflodging. The earl ap^- 
' proved of this advice, and followed it : thofe who 
were to be of this detachment were diredbly or- 
dered out, and the lord d'Anghien was iippointed 
to the command. 

About five hundred lances being mounted, they 
marched off from Nevele, and followed bye-roads, 
in order to come up with the Ghent men : they 
proceeded fo far that they at laft faw them dcfcend 
a fmall hill : they were in a compaft body, and in 
good order, marching at a good pace toward 
Ghent. 

The lord d'Anghien and his detachment fol- 
lowed them fome tinie on their flank* Peter du 
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Bois and hfe men faw them plainly, though they 
made not iany appearance of being difcompofed by 
it. Peter du Bois faid, — ^ Let us continue our 
road with a good ftep^ without breaking our ranks ; 
if they attack us, we will receive them, but I do 
not believe they have any fuch intentions."* 

Thus each party marched on, without doing 
any thing, as far as Ghent, when the lord d'An- 
-gbien returned to the carl, and Peter du Bois with 
his men entered the town. Peter du Bois was 
very badly received, and on the point of being 
killed, for not having exerted himfelf to aflift 
RafTe de Ktarzelle. Peter exculpated hirtifelf, fay- 
ing truly, * that he had fent orders to Rafle not 
to engage with the earl on any account, without 
being joined by him, for that the earl was in too 
great force i but that Rafle had done quite the 
contrary : that if bad fuccefs had attended him, he 
could not by any means be blamed : that he was 
as much grieved for the death of Rafle as any one, 
for the town of Ghent had lofl: a valiant man and 
^ood captain. It will therefore be ncceflary for 
you to choofe another, one who has a good repu- 
tation and will be feared j who is bold, wife and 
prudent; or otherwife put yourfclves under the 
obedience of the earl, who will deftroy us all, by 
wickedly and cruelly putting us to a IhamefuJ 
death. Now, confider what you will do : either 
jiirefevere in what you have begun and carried on 
for fo long a time, or throw yourfclves on the 
ftiercy of my lord the earl of Flanders.' 

None made any anfwcr to this fpeech of Peter 

du 
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du Bois ; but, with regard to the event of the bat- 
tie of Nevclfe and the death of Raffe, he was ac- 
quitted. He was, however, much diflatisfied tl^^t 
no one replied to his fpeech ; particularly with 
feme of the principal and richefti citizens of Ghent 
then prefent, fuch as fir Guifebert Grote and fir 
Simon Bete. He at the time did not fliew his re* 
fentment j but'in the courfe of the year, they fe-r 
verely experienced its efFeds, as you will hear 
related. "^ 

The lord d'Anghien, the lord de Montigny and 
the Haze de Flanders, returned with their men to 
the earl, and related all they had feen. The earl 
fet off from Nevele, and went to Bruges : he dif* 
miflfed his army to their different towns, and fcnt 
thofe of the Franc, with the lord d'Anghien and 
the banners, to Oudenarde. 

The men of Ghent, on hearing that the earl had 
difbanded his army and retired to Bruges, began 
to be in motion, by the inftigation of Peter du 
Bois, who iaid tb them j ^ Come, let us take the 
field, and not be cool in carrying on this war, but. 
fhew we are men of courage and enterprize.' , Up- 
wards of fifteen thoufand marched out of Ghent, 
and came before Courtray, to which they laid 
fiege during the time of the feaft and proceflion 
at Bruges in the year 138 1. They remained there 
for ten days, and burnt the fuburbs of Courtray, 
with all the furrounding country. When the eail 
heard of this he remanded all his gentlemen, and 
the garrifons and commonalty of Ypres and the 
Franc, and marched from Bruges with upwards of 
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.twenty-five thoufand men, taking the road to 
Courtray, with intentions of combating the Ghent 
arrny and raifing the fiegc, 

Peter du Bois, on receiving intelligence of the 
carl's m^rch and ftrength^, thought it belt not to 
continue the fiege : he decamped, and went to 
Deynf<? and Nevele, where his army quartered 
themfelves, giving out they would there wait for 
the earl : at the fame time, they fignified their 
iituation to their townfrnen, who ordered out the 
referve, that they might have a fuperior force of men 
at arras. Fifteen thoufand more men therefore 
marched from Ghent to their arrpy quartered at 
Deypfe and Nevele, where they encamped in the 
plain^ 

When the earl arrived at Harlebecque, near 
Courtray, he heard the Ghent men had retreated 
towards Ghent, and were quartered at Deynfe 
and Nevele. He did not think proper to purfue 
them at that time, but difmiflcd great part of his 
army at Courtray, and fent the lord d'Anghien 
and the Hainaulters, with his baftard fon the Haze^ 
(o Oudenarde in garrifon. 
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\ 

ARNOUL LE CLERC, CAPTAIN OF SOME TROOPS OF 
WHITE HOODS, DEFEATS SEVERAL OF THE EARL 

OF FLANDERS' NOBILITY. HE HIMSELF IS 

' AFTERWARDS DEFEATED AND SLAIN. 

\T7HEN Peter du Bois and the Ghent array found 
^ ^ that it was not the carl's intention to ad- 
vance againft them, they departed from Deynfc 
and Nevelc, and took a roundabout road towards 
Oudenarde, on their return to Ghent. Th^ day 
they paffed Oudenarde, they detached a body from 
the army, under the command of Arnoul Ic Clerc, 
who advanced as far as the barriers of the town to 
Ikirmifli. The knights and fquires within could 
not refift combating with them, fo that many were 
flain and wounded on both fides. But thofe from 
Ghent did not continue the Ikirmifh long: they 
returned to Ghent with their men, when each rc-» 
tired to his own houfc. 

Three days after, Arnoul Ic Clerc marched to 
Gavre with about twelve hundred white hoods ; 
and the caftle and caftlewick were garrifoned, to 
keep in check thofe in Oudenarde. Arnoul Ic Clerc' 
had not been there long before he was informed that 
ibmc knights and fquires had /allied out of Oude*- 
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lUirdc in fcarch of adventures, namely, the lord dc 
Cornais, the lord dc Rcmfelles, fir John dc Vil- 
laincs, the lor^ d'Anghien, le Gallois da Mamines, 
the baftard dc Cornais and fir Blanchard de Ca- 
Icmie. He therefore formed an ambufcade, and 
as thefc knights were on their return to Oudenardcj, 
Jie fell upon them, when feveral were flain, for 
mercy was fhewn to none. The horfes of tho 
knights were brought very opportunely, when they 
made the beft of their way to Oudenardc ; on their 
arrival at the barriers, they difmounted and put 
themfelves in a pofture of defence, waiting for 
(heir men and fervants; but, before they could 
re-enter the town, they had left upwards of fixty 
dead on the field, 

Arnoul le Clerc, having performed this enter- 
|)rize, marched that day to a monaftery near Ber-- 
^hcm: he found that Pierre d'Eftonnehoux and 
Gallois de Mamines, with about a hundred of their 
Companions, had retreated into the town of Bcr- 
them : he therefore immediately attacked the mo- 
fiaftery whither they had retired. Gallois dc Ma- 
Itiines with difficulty efcaped from the back part of 
ftj and having entered a boat, came by night to 
Oudenardc, when he related to the lord d'Ansthien* 
the lord de Montigny, fir Daniel de Halluyn and 
the other knights who were there, how Arnoul le 
ClerCi with the white hoods, had forced the mo- 
h&ftcry of Berchem, and flain their companions j 
that he thought Pierre d'Eftonnchoux was killed i 
fis indeed he was, for Arnoul le Clerc and his men 
|l4d made |iim leap out of a window^ when he was 
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received on the points of their fpcars and flain, 
which was a great lofs. 

The knights in Oudernarde, on hearing that 
Arnoul le Clerc with .about twelve hundred white 
hoods were quartered in Berchem ; that their 
companions were (lain and the monaftery taken ; 
were very indignant, and determined to fend off 
in the night fpies to obferve whither they would 
march on the morrow. The fpies reported, that 
the white hoods -had fixed on Berchem for their 
qui^rters, which much pleafed thefe noblemen. 

The lords d'Aoghien, de Montigny, de Brefueil, 
fir Michael de la Hamarde, with upwards of fix, 
hundred knights and fquires from Hainault, im- 
mediately armed themfelves j as did a like number 
from Flanders^ Three hundred fpears were in 
Oudenarde, with upwards of one thoufand crofs- 
Jjows and flout varlets. They marched to Ber- 
chem, and, when near that place, they fent forward 
fir Oliver de Chem, with full one hundred lances, 
to begin the attack, and to draw Arnoul le Clerc 
out' of the monaftery, as well as to give time for 
the crofs-bows and ftout varlets, who were on foot, 
to come up and be properly arranged.' 

Sir Daniel and fir Peter de Difquemac and 
the Haze de Flanders, fpurring their horfes, en- 
tered the fpace before the monaftery full gallop, 
crying out, * Flanders for the Lion ! Flanders for 
the Baftard V The Ghent men, not fufpefting an 
ambufcade, for it was early morn, were ndc drefTcd, 
fo that before Arnoul le Clerc could colled his 
men, the lor4 d'Anghicn, the lord Lens, the lord 
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dc Brcfueil, the lord dc Cornais, the lord dc Mon- 
tigny, entered the back part of the town, with the 
army, crying out, * D'Anghicn for the lord '/ and 
attacked the Ghent white hoods with fo much vi- 
gour that they could nbt withftand them, but, 
breaking their ranks, were thrown into diforder ; 
and, of the twelve hundred, eleven hundred were 
flain in the monaftery, in the town and fields, 
Arnoul le Clerc was alfo killed, as he was running 
away, by two pikes being thruft through him, 
which fattened him to a hedge. 

After this defeat, the lord d'Anghien with the 
Other knights returned to Oudenarde, efteeming 
this enterprife a deed of great prowefs. The news 
of it greatly pleafed the carl of Flanders, who told 
the lord d'Anghicn that he was a handfome and 
good child, and in time would be a moft valiant 
man* To fay the truth, the lord d'Anghien was 
the glory of the earl of Flanders, who at that time ' 
refided at Bruges, and who did not call him coufin, 
but fair fon. 
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CHAP. LIV. 

DURING THIS WAR, THE RICH CITIZENS OF 
' GHENT ARE SUBJUGATED BY THEIR SOLDIERS. 

>— PHILIP VON ARTAVELD IS MADE GOVERNOR 

OF GHENT. 

"IXZHEN the news was carried to Ghent that Ar- 
~^ noul le Clerc was flain, and his men de- 
feated, many began to take alarm, and to fay 
among themfelves, ' Our affairs go on very badly : v 
by degrees, they will kill all our captains and men : 
we have done ill to make this war upon the earl 
our lord, for by little and little he will deftroy us. 
The hatreds of Gilbert Matthew and John Lyon 
are now falling upon us, and we have too long 
followed the opinions of John Lyon and Peter du 
Bois : they have driven us into this war, and 
brought on us the hatred of our lord to fuch a 
degree that we fliall never be admitted to mercy, 
nor obtain a peace. It will be better that twenty 
or thirty fhould fufFer than a whole city.' 

This was the converfation of feveral when to- 
gether in private, from their dread of the ill-inten- 
tioned who were of another way of thinking, and' 
were daily adding to their power, though at the 
beginning they were but poor workmen fcarcely 
worth a groat. They had now plenty of gold and 

filver; 



3ie 

filvcr J for, when in want, they complained to their 
leaders, who willingly liftcncd to them, and gave 
them advice by pointing out to them the richeft 
men in the town and faying,—* Go to fuch and fuch 
perfons, and tell them we want to fpeak to them/ 
They direftly went, and thofe they fought were 
afraid to refufe following them. On their arrival, 
they were told the good town of Ghent was in want 
of money to pay their foldiers, who were aiding to, 
guard and prefcrve their rights and franchifcs, and 
that it wis neceffary the workmen fhould live. 

They raifed inftantly among themfelves the funo 
demanded ; for, had they refufed, they would havjc 
been put to death, on pretence of being traitors to 
the good town of Qhent, and indifitrcnt to its ho- 
nour or profit. 

Thus did thefe wicked people become mafters of 
the town, and continued fo as long z$ the war lafted 
againft their lord, In truth, if the rich men and 
nobility of the town were beaten by fuch rods, one 
cannot pity, nor any way excufe then>> for they 
were the primary caufe of all this mifchief. When 
the earl of Flanders fent thither his bailiff to dojuf- 
tice on fome wicked perfons,v could they not have 
remained fteady and have affifted him in this aft, 
feeing the rebels were then in very fmall numbers ? 
But it appeared they were quite indifferent whether 
the affair turned out well or ill, or if they had way 
or peace. They mull have been fenfible, that if 
they made war on their lord, the ill-intentioned 
would be their matters and lords of th^ town, and 
that they could not turn them out when they 
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plcafed. Ic would happen to them as to John de la 
Faucille, who, by diffembling and quitting the 
town of Ghent to live in Hainault, imagined he 
fliould be clear of all the wars in Flanders, as well 
as of thofe againft his lord by the town of Ghent, 
of which he was a native, and that nothing would 
be required from him : but in this he was miftaken, 
fo that it caufed his death ; whidh was a pity, for 
John dc la Faucille was in his time a wife and able 
man. But in thofe days none could trim between 
the lords and the townfmen, for they were too clear 
fighced ; and though he knew hdw to advife>others 
very well, yet in regard to himfelf he managed 
things badly. 

I do not know, for a. truth, if he were guilty of 
all the charges on which he was examined by fir 
Simon Rain in the caftle of Lille, but his judges, 
with his adverfe fortune, turned againft him, fo 
that he died : and thus it happened to all the leaders 
in Ghent, and thofe wKo encouraged them in their 
rebellion againft their lord. Many others of Ghent 
perifhed, who I hope were blamelefs. 

When Peter du Bois faw Ghent thus weakened 
in her captains and foldiers, and deferted by her 
allies ; that the principal inhabitants began to tire ; 
he fufpefted they would readily give up the war, 
but that, whatever peace or treaty they (hould enter 
into with the carl, there would not be any poflibility 
for him to fave his life. He therefore called to his 
recoUeftion John Lyon, who had been his mafter, 
and with what art he had worked : he faw plainly 
he could not do every thing himfelf, not having 
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ftifficicnt weight nor knowledge to govern the 
town ; neither did he wi{h for the principal conv- 
mand, being folcly defirous of leading every mad 
cntcrprize : he, in confcquence, turned his thoughts 
to a man, of whom the city of Ghent, had not any 
fufpicions, one of fufficicnt prudence, though his 
abilities were unknown, for unti) that day they had 
not paid any attention to him : his name was Philip 
von Artaveld, fon of Jacob von Artaveld, who had 
ruled over all Flanders for fcven years. . 

Peter du Bois had heard it related by his mzAcr, 
John Lyon, and the old people of Ghent, that the 
whole country was never fo well governed, fearedj 
loved and honoured as during the time of Jacob 
von Artaveld's reign, which laftcd for feven years : 
the inhabitants added, that if Jacob von Artaveld 
were alive, things would not be in the ftate they are 
now in : they Ihould have a peace according to 
their wifhes, and the earl would too be happy to 
forgive them. 

Thefe words made an impreffion on Peter du 
Bois : he recoUefted that Jacob von Artaveld had 
left a fon called Philip, a handfome and agreeable 
man, to whom the queen of England^ when fhe 
was at Ghent and during the time of the fiege of 
Tournay, had flood godmother, and who, from 
relpeft to her, had been chriftened Philip. Peter 
du Bois came one evening to Philip's houfe, who 
refided with his mother, maintaining themfelves ho- 
nourably on their rents. Peter, having arranged 
in his own mind what he ihould fay, thus opened 
the matter and the caufe of his coming : * If you 
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will liften to me, and follow my advjce, I will make 
you the greateft man in Flanders/ *How will 
you do this ?* replied Philip. ' I will tell you how,' 
faid Peter : ' you fhall have the fole government of 
Ghent : for we are at this moment in the utmoft 
want of a leader of a good name and fair charafter : 
by this means we fhall roufe the men of Ghent 
through remembrance of your father's fame ; for 
every one fays that Flanders was never fo flourifli- 
ing, nor fo much feared, as during his lifetime. I 
will eafily place you, if you be willing, in his 
fituation ; and, when there, you will govern accord- 
ing to my advice Until you (hall find yourfelf matter 
of the bufinefs, which you will foon acquire/ 

Philip, who was arrived at ma-nhood and natu- 
rally wiflied to advance himfelf in honour and 
wealth more than he then poflefled, replied, — 
* Peter, you offer me great things i and, if I be 
placed in the fituation you fay, I fwear on my faith, 
that I will never aft without your advice/ 

Peter afked, — ^ Can you be cruel and proud ? 
for a great man among the commonalty, and in 
particular among fuch as we fhall have to do with, 
will not be thought any thing worth if he be not 
feared and dreaded, and at times renowned for his 
cruelty. It is thus the Flemings wifh to be go- 
verned; and, among them, mens lives fhould be no 
more valued, nor fhould they have more pity fhewn 
of" them, than fwallows or larks, which are caught 
in the proper feafon for the table/ 

* By my troth,' anfwered Philip, 'I know well 
how to aft this part/ * AH then goes well,' laid 
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Peter* ' You are juft fuch a one as I want, and liie 
chief I look for.* On faying this, ht took leave 
and departed to his own houfe. Night paffcd, and 
day returned, when Peter du Bois went to a fquarc 
where there were upwards of four thoufand of his 
followers and others, affcmbled to hear the news, 
to difcufs how matters ought to be carried on, and 
who fhould be governor of the town* 

The lord de HarzcUe was there, who chiefly 
conduftcd the affairs of Ghent, but he would not 
undertake to do any thing out of the town : fome 
named him for governor : others were alfo nomin- 
ated. Peter, who was liftening attentively, having 
heard many names, raifcd his voice and foidf 
* Gentlemen, I have paid every attention to all you 
have faid, and firmly believe you have been induced, 
through your love and affeftion for the honour 
and wealth of the town of Ghent, to propofe fuch 
who are worthy to havie a (hare in the government 
of this city ; but I know one whp in no way is 
thinking of it, and if he would undertake the go- 
vernment, there could not be any one found of 
greater abilities, nor of a more propitious name.' 
Peter du Bois was called upon to name him, which 
he did by faying, ' It was Philip von Artaveld, who 
was .chriftened at the font of St. Peter's in Ghent 
by that noble queen of England, Philippa, who 
was his godmother at the time when his father, 
Jacob von Artaveld, was at the fiege of Tournay 
with the king of England, the duke of Brabant, 
the duke of Gueldres and the earl of Hainault ; 
which Jacob von Artaveld, his father, governed 

the 
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the town of Ghent and thfc country of Flanders 
better than has ever been done fince, from all I 
hear from thofe inhabitants who have it ftrong in 
their memories : Flanders had been for fome time 
loft, if through his fenfe and good fortune he bad 
not regained it. Now, it behoves us to love the 
branches from fuch a valiant man, in preference to 
any other perfon.' No fooner had Peter du Bois 
done fpeaking than the idea of Philip von Artaveld 
filled every one's mind, and encouraged them fo 
much that they unanimoufly cried out; *Let him 
be fought for : we will not have any one but him 
for our governor.' * No, no,' faid Peter d« Bois : 
* we will not fend for him : it will be much better 
we go to his houfe, for we do not at prefent know 
how he will take it. We ought not by any means 
to fufFer him to excufe himfelf from accepting it.* 

At thefe words, thofe prefent took thcf road to 
Philip's houfe, followed by many' others who had 
been informed of dieir intentions. When they ar- 
rived there, the lord de Harzelle, Peter du Bois, 
Peter la Nuit^e, and about ten or twelve of the 
principal tradefmeni addreffed him, faying, * that 
the good town of Ghent was in the greateft danger 
for want of a chief, with whom alliances might be 
formed both at home and abroad, and that all ranks 
of people in Ghent had given him their voices and 
chofen him to be their fovereign j for the good re* 
membrance of his name, and the love they had 
borne to his father, made him more agreeable td 
them than any one elfe. For which reafons they 
entreated him affcftionately to take on him the go- 
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vcrnmchl of the town, with the 'management of 
their aifairs both within and without^ and they 
would fwear to him obedience and loyalty as com- 
pletely a3 to their lord. They likcwife engaged to 
bring every one, how great foever he might be, 
under his obedience.' 

Philip, after hearing every thing they had to fay, 
made the following prudent reply: * Gentlemen, 
you require great things from me $ and I fhOuld 
imagine you have not weighed the matter fo ma- 
turely as it ought to have been, when you offer mc 
ihe government of Ghent. You fay, the affection 
your anceftors had for my father has been your 
great inducement : when he had performed for 
them every fervice in his poAver, they murdered 
him. If I (hould accept the government in the 
manner you requeft, and be afterwards murdered, 
I fhall gain but a mifcrable recompcnce.* 

* Philip,' faid Peter du Bois, who caught at thefc 
words which feemed to make his choice doubtful, 
* what has paffcd cannot now be amended : you 
will aft from the advice of your council, and by 
thus continuing you will ever be fo well advifed that 
all mankind fhall praife you.' 

Philip anfwercdi *I fliould never wifh to aft 
otherwife.' 

They then eleftcd him ; and, condufting him to 
the market-place, he was there fworn into office. 
The mayors, fherifis and rulers of companies were 
alfo fworn to obey him. 

In this manner was Philip von Artaveld made ib* 
vereign of Ghent, He acqircd great popularity 
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at the Commencement j for he fpoke to every one 
who had any bufincfs with him politely and pru- 
dently, fo that he was beloved by all. He gave a 
part of the revenues which the earl of Flanders had 
in Ghent as his inheritance to the lord de HarzcUc, 
out of afFcftion to him, and to enable him the better 
tp fupport his rank ; for he had loft every thing he 
poffefled without the walls of the town* 

We will now for a time leave thefe affairs of 
Flanders, and fpeak of thofc of England and 
Portugal 






CHAP. LV. 



A WAR BETWEEN THE KINGS OF CASTILLE 

AND PORTUGAL, 

ILTOU have before heard related the death of king 
. Henry of CaftUlc, and that his cideft fon, don 
John, was crowned in his ftead. His queen alfo, 
who was daughter to king Peter of Arragon, was 
crowned with him. A. War broke out between king 
Ferdinand of Portugal and the king of Caftillc on 
certain difputes between them j but principally on 
account of the two daughters of Peter king of 
Caftille, who were married in England i the eldeft^ 
Conftance, to the duke of Lancafter, and Ifabella 
to ihc earl of Caqftbri^gg^; . TJtic king of Portugal 
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declared, that itwasiinjuft and illegal in the king 
of Caftillc to difinherit, without caufe, his two' 
coufins i and that it was not becoming that two 
noble ladies of fuch high birth Ihould be difinhe- 
rited from their rights : it was alfo improper that 
this afiair Ihould become old and forgotten, fo that 
thefe ladies would never be able to regain their pof- 
fcflibns : ^ that for him, who was one of the heareft 
relations they had, he would never confent to it, 
both for the love of God and his' defire to m^- 
tainjuftice, to which every good Chriftian fliouid 
incline. 

He fent therefore his defiance to the king of 
Caftille, whom all Spain had crowrfed \ and the 
.king of Portugal made war upon him for the rea- 
fons above mentioned. Don John defended him- 
felfvaliandy, and ordered to the frontiers and to 
his garrifons numbers of men at arms, to oppofe 
his enemies, fo that he loft nothing at the breaking, 
out of hoftilitics. He had'with him fome of the 
ableft and moft prudent of French chivalry, who 
aflifted him greatly by their arms and advice ; fuch 
as the bcgue de Villaines, fir Peter his fon, fir John 
de Bergettes, fir William de Lignac, fir Walter de 
Puiffac, the lord de la Tande, fir John and fir 
Triftram de Roye, and many more, who had gone 
to Spain do the departure of the earl of Bucking- 
ham fi^om Brittany \ for the king of France, who 
had grdat • connexions and of a long ftanding with 
the' king df Caftille, had fent them thither. 

The kiri^ of Portugal, on fihding this, thought it 
advifable to fend ambafladoh to England to the 
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kingand his uncles, to r,equcft fuccours from them, 
that he might be able to carry on a fucccfsful war 
againft thckingof Caftille. He called to himooe 
of his knights, a valiant and prudent man, as weU 
as a great lord, called John Ferrande, and told him 
his intentionj5 in thefe words: 'John, you will 
carry thefe credential letters. to England. I cannot 
fend thither a more able anobaflador tljan yourfelf^ 
nor one who is better, informed of , all my afFairs : 
you will therefore commend me to the king, on 
prcfenting thefe letters, and let him know that I am 
fupporting the rights of my coufins, his aunts, for 
their inheritance of Caftille and Spain ; and that I 
have already waged war againft him, who, through 
the influence of France^ has taken poflcffion of it;: 
but that I am not fufficiejitly ftrong in myfelf, nor, 
have I refources to oppofe him, nor to conquer 
fuch heritages as Caftille, Galicia and Seville. For 
wliich rcafon, I entreat him to fend me his fair 
uncle the duke of Lancafter, with his wife and 
daughter, my coufins, and a number of men at arms, 
and archers. On their arrival hither^ we will carry 
on fuch a war, if it (hould pleafe God, that we will 
recover their inheritances.' 

^ My lord,' replied the knighti * wjth pl^afurc 
will I carry your meflagc* H^ was not long be- 
fore he embarked on board a ftrong veffel fit for 
the voyage, and faUc4 froru the harbour of Lifl)on ^ 
when, having favourable winds, he arrived at Ply- 
mouth the fame d^y. and fame tide that the earl of 
Buckingham returned thither, with part of his 
fleet> from Brittany. 

Y3 The 



I 

The EngHffi had unfortunately loft at fea three 
of their (hips, fiiU of men and ftores, and had been 
ib much feparated by contrary winds, that they ar- 
rived, not without great danger, in three different 
ports of England. 

The cari of Buckingham was rejoiced at the ar-» 
rival of the Pprtuguefe knight, whom he moft grar 
cioufly received. On his inquiring after news, h$ 
told him enough, as well of Spain as of Pbrtugal. 

They continued their journey together untij 
they came to the good city of London, where tho 
king was. 

On the earl of Buckingham's arrival, the citf of 
London entertained him magnificently. He went 
to Weftminfter to wait on the king, who was thrfc 
with his two uncles, the duke of Lancafter and carl 
of Cambridge, and took the knight from Portugal 
with him, whom he prefentcd to the king and ?o 
his brothers. 

When the king and the above-named lords were 
made acqudnted with the fubjeft of his coming, 
they feemed to be much pleafed, and paid him great 
refpeft. He delivered his letters to the king, who 
read them in the prefence of his uncles ; for y6u 
muft kni^w the king did nothing without the advice 
of thefe uncles, being at that time very young. 

The knight was queftioned, notwithftanding the 
letters he had brought with him, on the fubjefl: of 
his coming from Portugll : his anfwers were pru- 
dent and proper, according to the propofitbns 
which have been mentioned before. When the 
lord? had fully heard all he had to %", they fatd, 
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— ' Many thanks to our fair coiritn the king of i^r" 
tugal, who, to ftxye jis, has noade war on our ad^ ; 
vcrfary. What he requires is but reafonable , an^ 
he (hall be fpeedily fuccoured. The king will con- - 
fider inxwhat manner he (hall arrange, this bu(inqfs*V 
No further converfation paflTed. The foreign knight^ 
having brought fuch agreeable tidings to the duk^ 
of Lancafter and earl of Cambridge, was muchf 
feafted, and dined with the king. He remaiued 
about (ifceen days> and until a week before the feaft. 
of St, George, with the king and his uncles. Sir 
Robert de Namur was alfo there, who had come to 
Tlo homage to the king for what he poire({ed in 
England. The parliament Was alfo fumnK)ned to 
meet at Weftminfter, as well on account of this! 
emba(ry froni Portugal as upon the aff^rs of Scot-* 
land, the truce between the two countries ending 
the firft of June. 

The prelates and barons of England held many 
councils to confidcr this bulincfs : 'they were not 
for fending the duke of Lancafter to Portugal^ fomc 
faying it was a long voyage for him, and that they 
might repent of his going, for the Scots were mak- 
ing great preparations to invade England. It wa$ 
at laft determined that the duke of Lancafter, who 
was well acquainted with Scotland and its inhabit- 
ants, (hould go to the borders, and learn what were 
the intentions of the Scots 5 for of all the barons of 
England he knew beft how to conduft a treaty, 
and the Scots would do more for him than for any 
other pcrfon. They likewife refolved that the earl 
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of Cambridge Ihould embark of Portugal with fiv^ 
hundred fpears and as many archers ; and if the 
duke of Lancafter could manage die Scots, and, 
without dilhonouring England> conclude a truce 
for three years, he might go likcwife, if the king 
approved of it in council, about Ai^ft or Scp-» 
tcmber, to Portugal to reinforce the army of his 
brother. There was another reafon why the duke 
of Lancafter ought to remain in England: the 
king had fent ambafladors, with the duke of Saxony 
and the archbifliop of Ravenna> to the emperor of 
Germany, to demand his fifter in marria^ and to 
obtain his anfwer ; for there had been great nego^ 
tiations on this fubjeA fot; upwards of a year. The 
bifhop of St. David's and fir Simon Burley were 
the ambafladors, on the part of England, to aflSft 
and bring it ta a conclufion. 

The king and his lords agreed to this determine 
ation, when the parliament broke up. Lifts were 
made out of thofe barons and knights who were to 
accompany the earl of Cambridge to Portugal^ 
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CHAP. LVI. 

THE EARL OF CAMBRIDGE SAILS FOR PORTU- 
GAL. THE DUKE OP LANCASTER GOES TO 

THE BORDERS OP SCOTLAND, TO MAKE A 
TRUCE WITH THE SCOTS* 

'TpHE duke of Lancafter, having made his pre- 
-*" parations, left the king and his brothers. On 
taking leave of the earl of Cambridge, he fworc to 
him, by his faith, that on his return from Scotland, 
he would fpeedily follow him to Portugal, if no 
hindrance which he could not then forefee hap- 
pened in England to prevent him. On this, the 
duke departed, taking the road to Scotland, and at- 
tended only by thofe of his houfehold. 

In this parliament, the earl of Northumberlancf 
was appointed lieutenant of all Northumberland, 
the biftioprick of Durham, and as much of Wales 
'as to the banks oi the Severn : he therefore left 
London for thofe parts, but it was about fifteen 
days after the departure of the duke of Lancafter. 

The earl of Cambridge took leave of the king^ 
and his brother the earl of Buckingham, to ^ 
complete the forces for the expedition he Kadi un- 
dertakeh to command. He made his rendezvous 
at Plymouth, where he was tlie firft who arrived, 
bringing with him his lady Ifabella and his (on John, 
whom he intended carrying with him to Portugal. 

The 
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The carl of Cambridge was accompanied by 
many noblemen, fuch as fir Matthew Gournay con- 
ftable of the army, the canon de Robcfart, fir John 
Newcaftle, fir William Beauchamp marflial of the 
army, the fouldich de TEftrade, the lord Botrcaux, 
the lord de Chavlton, fir William Helmon>fir Tho- 
mas Symon, .fir Nicholas Windfor, fir John Car- 
teret and fevcral others. There were alfo men at 
arms to the amount of five hundred, and as many 
archers. 

Thefe lords and their men came to Plymouth, 
where they quartered themfelves and in the ad- 
joining villages. They loaded their veflTels by litdc 
and litde i , but no horfes were to be embarked, as 
the voyage w<^s too long from England to Lifbon. 
The Portuguefe knight was with them, intending 
to accompany them to his country. They remain- 
ed upwards (>f three weeks on the coaft, getting 
. ready their prbvifion and ftores, and waiting for fa-, 
vourable weather. 

The duke of Lancafter conrinued his journeys 
towards Scotland until he came to Berwick, which 
iff the laft town in that part of England. When ar-- 
rived there, he halted, and fe^t a meffage to Scot- 
Jand to acquaint tht barons he was come thither to 
ride th? borders,; a$ had always been cuftomary; 
and, if they were defirous of doing the fame fifft^ 
they had ^ftwCo inform him. of it^ otherwife he well 
krfie w what h6 was, to do. 

The duke'3 herald rode to Edinburgh, where 
kii^ Robieri of S<Sadand, the earLof Dou^aa, tlic 
etflpf M^i^jjtl;^ 4ai!}<^ Moray andrkU the priocipiil 
^H 1 barons 
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barons of Scotland were aflembled. They had 
h^rd the duke of Lancafter was come to treat with 
them, and had thus affembled in the chief town of 
Scotland, where the herald met them. 

The herald punftually executed his meflagc. He 
was favourably liftened to, and had a friendly an- 
fwcr from the Scots barons, who faid, they would 
willingly hear what the duke had to propofe. The ' 
herald brought back with him paffports for the 
duke and his people, ta laft as long as they fhould 
remain on the borders and during the parleys. Thc^ 
herald, having received thefe aflurances, came back 
to Berwick and related what he had done. 

Upon this, the duke departed from Berwick, 
leaving all his ftorcs in that town, and took the 
road to Roxburgh, where he lay. On the morrow, 
he was lodged in the abbey of Melrofe on the 
Tweed, which divides the two kingdorhs of Scot- 
land and England. The duke and his attendants 
remained there until the Scots were come to 
Lambir-law, three ihort leagues off. On their ar- 
rival, they fignified it to the duke, when imme- 
diately negotiations were begun between the Scots 
and Englifh, and which lafted for upwards of fif- 
teen days. 
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CHAP. LVII. 

THE POPULACE OF ENGLAND REBEL AGAINST 

THE NOBILITY. 

\X7HILE thcfe conferences were going forward, 
^^ there happened in England great commo- 
tions among 'the lower ranks of the people, by 
which England was near ruined without refouiire. 
Never was a country in fuch jeopardy as this was at 
that period, and all through the too great comfort 
of the commonalty. Rebellion was ftirred up, as 
it was. formerly done in France by the Jacques 
BonS'hommes, who did much evil, and fore troubled 
the kingdom of France. 

It i3 marvellous from what a trifle this peftilence 
raged in England. In order that it may ferve as m 
example to mankind, I will Ipeak of all that wa$ 
done, frop:^ the information I h^d at the time on the. 
fubjed. 

It is cuftomary in England, as well as in feveral 
other countries, for the nobility to have great pri- 
yileges over the commonalty, whom they keep in 
bondage ; that is to fay, there are bound by law 
and cuftom to plow the lands of gentlemen, to 
harveft the grain, to carry it home to the barn, to 
thrafli and winnow it: they are alfo bound to 
harveft the hay and carry it home. All thefc fcr- 
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Vices they are obliged to perform for their lords, 
iand many more in England than in other countries. 
The prelates and gentlemen are thus ferved. In 
the counties of Kent, Eflex, SufTex and Bedford, 
thefe ferVices are more oppreflive than in all die 
reft of the kingdom. 

The evil-difpofed in thefe diftrifts began to rife, 
faying, they were too fevercly oppreffed 5 that at 
the beginning of the world there were no flaves, 
and that no one ought to be treated as fuch, unlefs 
he had committed treafon a^ainft his lord, as Lu- 
cifer had done againft God : but they had done no 
fuch thing, for they were neither angels nor ipirits, 
but men formed after the fame likenefs with their 
lords, who treated them as beads. This they would 
not longer bear, but had determined to be free, 
and if they laboured or did any other works for 
their lords, they would be paid for it. 

A crazy pricft in the county of Kent, called John 
Ball, who, for his abfurd preaching, had been thrice 
confined in the prifon of the archbilhop of Canter- 
bury, was gready inftrumental in inflaming them 
with chofc ideas. He was accuftomed, every Sun- 
day after mafs, as the people were coming out of the 
church, to preach to them In the market place and 
afTcmble a crowd around him ; to whom he would 
fay, — * My good friends, tfiings cannot go on well 
in England, nor ever will until every thing (hall be 
in common j when there fhall neither be vafTal nor 
lord, and all diftinftiohs levelled ; when the lords 
fhall be no more mifters than ourfclves. How ill 
have they ufcd us? 4hd * for what "rcafon do they 
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thus hold u^ m bondage i Are we not all defcend* 
cd from die fame parents, Adam and Eve ? aftd 
what can they ihew, or what reafons give, why 
they fhould be niore the mailers than ourfelves i 
except, perhaps, in making us labour and, work, 
for them to fpend. They are clothed in velvets 
and rich fluffs, ornamented with erininc and other 
furs, while we are forced to wear poor clotlu 
They have wines, fpices and fine bread, when we 
have only rye and the refufc of the draw ; and, if 
we drink, it mufl be water. They have .handfomc 
feats and manors, when we mufl brave the wind 
and rain in our labours in the field ; but it is from 
our labour they have wherewith to fupport their 
pomp. We are called flaves ; and, if we do not 
perform our Icrvices, we are beaten, and we have 
not any fovereign to whom we can complain, or 
who wifties to hear us and do us juflice. Let us 
go to the king, who is young, and remonflrate 
with him on our fervitude, telling him we mufl 
have it otherwife, or that we fhall find a remedy 
for it Qurfelvcs. If we wait on him in a body, all 
thofe who come under the appellation of flaves, or 
arc held in bondage, will follow us, in the hopes 
of being free. When the king fhall fee us, we fhall 
obtain a favourable anfwer, or we mufl then fcek 
ourfelves to amend our condition.* 

With fuch words as thefe did John Ball harangue 
the people, at his village, every Sunday after mafs, 
for which he was much beloved by them. Some 
who wifhed no good declared it was very true, and 
murmuring to each othpr, as they were going to 
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the fields, on the road from one village to another, 
or at .their diifercut houfes, Aiid, ^ John Ball 
preaches Tuch and fuch things^ and he fpeaks 
truth.' , 

The archbifliop of Canterbury, on b^ing inr 
formed o( this, had John Ball arreftedj and impri- 
foned for two or three months by way of jpunifti- 
menti but it would have been bQt|:icr, if 1;^; had 
been confined during his life, or been piut to death> 
than to have been fufferedthus to aft. } .Thyc arch- 
biihop fet him at liberty, for he =toujl|di , ^ot for 
confcience fake have put him to d^ath. The mp^ 
menc John Ball was out of prifon, he returned to 
his former errors. ? 

. Numbers in the city of London Ij^ving heard 
of his preaching, being envious of, the rich i^en 
and nobility, began to fay among themfelyes, that 
the kingdom was too badly governed, and the nOr 
bility had feizcd on all the gold and filyer CQHV 
T^hefe wicked Loqdpners, therefore, began to af- 
ferablc and to rebd^c ; they fern to tell thofc in the 
adjoining counties, they might conie boldly to 
London, s^nd brir)g their compan^s with them, 
for they would find the town o^c^i to them, and 
the commonalty in the fame way q^,thinkingi that 
they would prefs the king fo much, there fhould 
no longer be a (lave in England. 

Thefe promifes ftirrcd up tbofe* in the counties 
of Kent, EfTex, Syfiex and Bedford, and the ad- 
joining country, fo that they marched towards 
London ; and, when they arrived near^ they wcr^ 
upwards of fixty thoufsyjd..; They Jia]^ ;^ leader 
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called Wat Tyler, and with him Were Jack Straw 
and John Ball : thefe three were their commanders^ 
but the principal was Wat Tylen This Wat had 
been a tiler of houfes, a bad man, and a great 
enemy to the nobility. When thefe wicked people 
firft began to rife, all London, except their friends, 
were very much frightened. The mayor and rich 
citizens 'aflembkd in council, on hearing they 
were coming to London, and debated whether 
they fhoiild flnit the gates and refufe to admit 
them ; bur, having well confidered, they deter- 
mined not to= do fo, as they (hould run a rifk of 
having the fuburbs burnt. 

The gates were therefore thrown open, when 
they entered in troops of one or two hundred, by 
twenties or thirties, according to the populoufnefs 
of the towns they came from; and as they came 
iiito London they lodged themfelVes. But it is a 
truth, that full two-thirds of thefe people knew 
not Xvhat they wanted, nor what they fought for : 
they followed one another like fheep, or like to 
the fhepherds of old, who faid they were going to 
conquer the holy land, and afterwards accomplifhed 
nothing. In fUtth manner did thefe poor fellows 
and vaffals come to London from diflances of a 
hundred and fixty leagues, but the greater part 
from thofe counties I have mentioned, and on 
their arrival they demanded to fee the king. 

The gentlemen of the country, the knights and 
fquires, began to be alarmed when they few the 
people thus rife ; and, if they were frightened, 
they had fufEcient reafon, for Icfs cauics create 
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they could. 

The fame day that thefe wicked men of .Kent 
were on their road towards Lon^ion, the princefs 
of Wales, mother to the king, was returning from 
a pilgrimage to Canterbury. She ran great riflci 
froih thetti ; for thefe fcoundrels attacked her caf,- 
and caufed much donfofion, which greatly fright- 
ened the good lady, left they Ihbuld do fomc vio- 
lence to her or to her ladies. God, however, pre- 
ferved her from this, and fhe came in one day from 
Canterbury to London^ without venturing to inake« 
any ftop by the way. Her fon Richard was this 
day in the Tower of London : thither the princeft^ 
came, and found the king attended by the carl of' 
SaliflDury, the archbifhop of Canterbury, fir Ro-^v 
bert de Namur, the lord de Gommegines> and^ 
feveral more, who had kept near his perfon from^ 
fufpicions of his fubjefts who were thus aflembling^. 
without knowing what they wanted* This rebel- 
lion was well known to be in agitation in the king's* 
palace, before it broke out and the country people 
had left their homes ; to which the king applied no 
remedy, to the great aftonifliment of every one. 

In order that gentlemen and others may take 
example, and correfl: wicked rebels, I will moft 
amply detail how this bufmefs was conduced. 
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CHAP. Lvm. 

tat Pon^vLACZ OF England commit uAUy 

CHUXLTIES ON THOSE IK OFl^'ICIAL 8ITUA- 

4 

TION3.— THEY SEND^A KNIGHT AS AMBASSA* 
DOR TO THE itiNO. 

/^N Monday preceding tkt feaft of the holy fa-^ 
^^ cramcnt, in the year 13 8 1^ did thcfe people 
ikily forth from their homes^ to come to Londoil 
to remonftrate with the king, that all Ihight be 
m$dt frc^, far they would not there fhould be any 
Oaves in England. At Canterbury, they met John 
Ball (who thought he fhould find there the arch- 
biffaop, but he was at London)* Wat Tyler and 
jack Straw. On their entrance into Canterburyi 
they were much fcafled by every one, for the in- 
habitants were of their way of thinking ; and, hav- 
ing held a council, they refolved to march to Lon- ' 
don, and alfo to fend emilTaries aCrofs the Thames 
to EffcXf Suffolk, Bedford, and other coundesj to 
prefs the people to march to London on that fide, 
and thus, as it were, to furround it. Which the king 
would not be able to prevent. It was their inten- 
tion that all the different pardes fhould be colledted 
together on the feafl of the holy facramcnt, or on 
the following day. 
Thofc who had come to Canterbury entered the 
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thtirch of St. Thomas, and did irnucli i^m^.i 
they pillaged the apartments of the archbifligpj 
faying as they were carrying off dififereot articks,-H- 
' This chanceUpr of England Jhas had thiiB piece qf 
furniture very cheap : he muft now give us an ac^ 
count of the revenues of England, and of die hxgt 
fums he has levied fince the coronation of tlMp 
king.' After they had. defrauded die abbey of Sti. 
Vincent, they let off in the mornings and all the 
populace of Canterbury with them> taking the roa4 
towards Rochcften They colleded the pcopltt 
rfrom the villages to the right and left, and marchjCfl 
along like a tcmpeft, deftroying every houfe of ail 
attorney or kipg's pro&or, or that bdonged to the 
archbilhop, fparing non^^ 

On their arrival at Rochcfter, they Were muc^ 
feafted, for the people were waiting for thexn, being 
of their party. They advanced to the caftie, atifi 
feizing a knight called fir John d( Newtouni wh6 
was conftable pf it and captain of the town*, they 
told him that he muft accompaay them as their 
commander in chief, and do whatever they fhould 
wifh. The knight endeavoured, to excufe himfeljl^ 
and ojffered good reafons for it> if they had been 
iiftened to^ but they faid to him, ^ Sir John, if 
you will not afb as we fhall order, you ace a dead 
man.^ The knight feeing this outrageoils mob 
ready to kill .him, complied with their requefl, and 
very unwillingly put himfclf at their head* They 



* < John de Newtoun Was conftable of this c^le (Rochcfter) 
anno 2. king Richard.' Hafied's Km^ roK ii. p. 1 3 
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had aftcd in a Gmtlar manner in the other coun- 
ties of Englind, in Effcx, Suffolk, Cambridge, 
Bedford, Stafford, Warwick: and Lincoln, whcfe 
hey, forced great lords and knights, ftich as the 
ord Manley, a great baron, fir Stephen Hales, fir 
Thomas Coffington, to lead and march with them. 
fNow, obfcrve how fortunately matters turned out, 
or had they fucceeded in their intentions they 
would hav'e deftroyed thfe whole nobility of Eng- 
land : aftdr this fuccefs, the people of other nar- 
tions would have rebelled, taking example froth 
'thofe of Ghent and Flanders, who were in adhial 
rebellion againft their lord. 

In this fame year the Parifians afted a fimilar 
part, arming themfelves with leaden maces. They 
were upwards of twenty thoufand, as I (hall relate 
when I come to that part of my hiftory s but I will 
'firil go on with this rebellion in England, s 

When*thofe ^vho had lodged at Rocheftcr had 
done' all they -Wanted, they departed, and, croffing 
the river, came to Dartford, but always following 
their plan of deftroying the houfes of lawyers or 
proftors on the right and left of their road. In 
their way, they cut oiF feveral mens heads, and con- 
tinued their march to Blackheath, where they fixed 
their quarters : they faid they were armed for the 
king and commons of England. 

When the citizens of London found they were 
quartered fo ne%r them, they clofed the gates of 
London- bridge : guards were placed there by or- 
ders of fir William Walworth, mayor of London, 
and feveral rich citizens who were not .of their 
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party : but there were in the city more than thirty 
thoufand who favoured thcrp. 

Thofe who were at Blackheath had information 
of this : they ftnt, therefore, their knight to fpeak 
with the king, and to tell him, that what they were- 
doing was for his fervice, for the kingdom had, 
been for feveral years wretchedly governed, to the ; 
great diflionour pf the realm and to the oppreffioii 
of the lower ranks of the people, by his uncles, . 
by the clergy, and in particular by the archbifhop 
of Canterbury, hk chancellor, from whom they 
would have an account of his miniftry. 

The knight dared not fay nor do any thing to 
the contrary, but, advancing to the Thames oppo- 
fite the Tower, he took boat and crofled oven 
While the king and thofe with him in the Tower- 
were in great fufpence, , and anxious to receive 
fome intelligence, the knight came on fhorc : way 
was made for him, and he was conduded to the 
king, who was in an apartment with the princeft 
his mother. There were alfo with the king his 
two maternal brothers, the earl of idnt and fir , 
John Holland, the^ carls of Salifbury, Warwick, 
Suffolk, the archbiQiop of Canterbury, the great 
prior of the Templars in England, fir Robert de 
Nam ur, the lord de Vcrtain, the lord de Gomme- 
gines, fir Henry de SauffcUcs, the mayor of Lon- 
don and feveral of the principal citizens. * 

Sir John Newtoun, who was well known to 
them all, for he was one. of the king's officers, caft 
himfelf on his knees and faid,— VMy much re- 
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doubted lord, dd hot be difpleafed with itie fbr the 
ni^ifage I am about to deliver to you j for, my dear 
^6rd, through force I am come hither/ 

* By no means^ fir John, tell us wh^t- yott arc 
charged with : we hold you excufed/ ' My very 
r^oubted lord, the commons of your realm fend, 
me to yoii to entreat you would come and fpeaH 
yith them on Bhckhcath. They wi(h to have no 
one but yourfelf i and you need not fear fbr your 
pcrfon, for they will not do you the leaft harm : 
they always have refpeftcd and ^11 r^fpeft you as 
their king; but they will tell yoq many things, 
V^hich, they fay, it is neceflary you fhould hear i 
with which, however, they have not empowered 
^e to acquaint you. But, de^r lord, have the 
go^nefs to give nle fqch an anfwer as may fatisfy 
them;t and that they may be convinced 1 have really 
been in yoMr prefcncc ; for they have my children 
^ hpft^gcs for niy return, whom they will aflufedly 
put to death, if I do not go back,' 

The king^ replied, ^Youlhall (J}cedUy have an 
^fwfer/ Upon this, he called a council to con- 
lider what was to be done. The king was adviftd 
to fay, that if on Thurfdiy they would comedown 
to the river Thames, he would without fail fpeak 
with them. Sir John Newtoun, on receiving this 
anfwer, was well fatisfied therewith, arid, taking 
'leave of the king and barons, departed : haying 
^ntferied his boat, he recroffed the Tlmn^es^ and 
|-eturned to Blackhcathj Where he had left upwards 
qf fixty thouffend men, Hfe told theiti from the 
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j^ing, th^t if they would fend on the morrow fnorxv- 
ing their leaders to the Thames, the kbg woul4 
come and hear what they had to fay. 

This anfwer gave great pleafure, and they wer<f 
contented wkh it : they pallbd the night as well a& 
they could ; but you muft know that One-fourth 
of them fafted for want of provifion, as they had 
pot brought any with them, at which they wer^ 
much vexed, as may be fuppofcd. ' 

At this time, the earl of Buckingham was in 
Wales, where he pofleffed great eftates in right of 
|iis wife, who was daughter of the e^rl of|Hereford 
. and Northampton; but the common report about 
London was, that he favoured thefe people : fomc 
^fibred it for a truth, as having feen him aniong 
them, becaufe thert w^s one Thomas yery mucH 
refembling him, from the county of Cambridge. 

As for tlie Englifti barons who were at Ply-^ 
inouth making preparations for .their voyage, they 
, Jiad heard of this rebellion, and that the people 
were rifing in ^1 parts of the kingdom. Fcarfu^ 
left theif yoyage (hould be prevented, or that the 
populace^ as they had done at Southampton, Win? 
chplfea and Arundel, Ihould attack them, they 
heayed^their anchors, and witl^ fo^e difficulty left 
the harbour, for the wind was againft them, an^ 
put to fea;^ lyhep (hey call anchor to wait for a 
wind. 

The duke of Lancafler was on the borders* be- 
twecn la Morlane*, Roxburgh and Melrofe, hold- 

•— . - -. . - II MMIIM II 

* La Morlane. Lambir-law.— rAf«^^^ffV Giof^, Jllufi. rf 
Scotland. 
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ing conferences with the Scots: he had alfo re- 
ceived intelligence of this rebellion, and the danger 
his perfbn was in, for he well knew he was ur^po^ 
pular with the common people of England. Not- 
withftanding this, he managed his treaty very prur 
dendy with the Scots commiflioners, the earl of 
Douglas, the earl of Moray, the earl of Sutherland, 
the earl of Mar and Thomas de Vefey. The Scotf- 
men who were cqnduding the treaty on the part 
of the king and th? country knew alfo of the re- 
bellion, in England, and how the populace were 
rifing every where againft the nob^lity. They faid, 
that England was ihaken and in great danger of 
being ruined, for which in their treaties they bore 
the harder pn the duke of Lancaftcr and his 
pouncil. 

We will now return to the commonalty of 
England, and fay how they continued in their 
rebellion. 
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CHAP. 



THE COMMOXALTY OF ENGLAND ENTEH LON- 
DON3 WHERE THEY COMMIT MANY CRUELTIES 

AND OUTRAGES. THEY PUT TO DEATH THE 

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY AND SEVERAL 
OTHERS. 

Y^N Corpus Chrifti day king Richard heard mafs, 
^^ in die tower of London, with all his lords, 
and afterwards entered his barge, attended by the 
carb of Salilbury, Warwick and Suffolk, with 
other knights. He rowed down the Thames to- 
wards ^otherhithe, a manor belonging to the 
crQwn, where were upwards of ten thoufand meo, 
who had come from Blackheath to fee the king 
. and to fpeak to him : when th^y perceived his barge 
approach, they fet up fuch fhouts and cries as if all 
the devils in hell had been in their company. They 
had their knight^ fir John Newtoun, with them; 
fojr> in cafe the king had not come and they found 
he had made ajefl of them, they would, as they 
had threatened, have cut him to pieces. 

When the king and his lords faw this crowd of 
people, and the wildneis of their manner, there 
was not one among .them fo bold and determined 
but felt alarmed ; the king was advifed by his 
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barons not to land» l)ut to have his b^ge rowed 
up and down the riycr. 

^ What do ye wifti for?' dernapded the king: 
^ I *m come hither to hcaf what you have to fay/ 
Thofe near him tried out with one voice,-T-' We 
wife thee to land, when we will remonftratc with 
thee^ and tcU thee more ^t our eafc what our wantsf 
^re.' The earl of Salilhury then replied for the 
king, and faid, — * Gendcmen, you are pot pro- 
perly drefled, nof in a fit condition for the king to 
t^lk with you.' 

Nothing more was faid j for the king was dc- 
fired to return to the Tower of London, fron^ 
whence he had fet out. When the people faw 
f hey could obtain nothing more, they were inflamed 
with paQion, and went back to Blackheath, where 
the main body was, to relate tthe anfwer ^cy 
had received, and how the king was returned to 
the Tower. They all then cried out, ' Let u^ 
march inftantly to London.' They immediately 
fet off, and, in their road thither, they diftroyed 
the houfcs of lawyers, courtiers and monafteries, 
Adviincing into the fuburbs of London, which 
were very handfome and extenfive, they pulled 
down many fine houfes : in particular, they de- 
tnolifhed the prifon of the king called the Mirihal* 
fea, and fet at liberty all thofe confined within it. 
They did much damage to the fuburbs, and me- 
naced the Londoners at the entrance of the bridge 
for havmg ftiut Ac gates of it, fayihg, they would 
fet fire to the fuburbs, take the city by flomij and 
afterwards bum and deftroy it. 

With 
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With refpcft to the common people of London^^ 
numbers wcreof their opinions, and, on aflemblingf 
together, faid,— * Why will you rcfufe admittance 
to thefe honeft men ? They are qqr friends, anc^ 
what they are doing is for our good J It was then 
found neceflary to open the gates, when crowds; 
rulhed in, and ran to thofe fhops which feemed 
well ftqred with grovifion : if they fought for meat 
or drink, it was place4 before them, and nothing 
refufed, but all mannef of gqod cheer ofiered^,. 
^n hopes of appeafing them. 

Their leaders, John Ball, Jack Straw and Wat 
Tyler, then marched through London, attended 
ty mor? than twenty thoufand men, to the palace 
0^ the Savoy, which is ^ handfomc building on the 
road to W?ftnii^^ft^r> fltuatcd on the banks of the 
Thames, belonging %o the duke of Lancafter: 
they immediately killed the porters, preflcd into 
the houfe and fet it on fire. Not content with 
committing this outrage, they went to the houfe 
of the knights-hofpitalcrs of Rhodes, dedicated to 
St. John of Mount Carmel, which thfy burnt, to^ 
gether with their hofpital and church. They 
afterwards paraded the ftreets, and killed every 
Fleming they could find, whether in houfe, church 
pr hofpital : not one efcaped death. They broke 
open fcveral houfes of the Lom^bards, taking what- 
ever money they could lay their hands, on, none 
daring to oppofe them. They murdered a rich 
citizen called Richard Lyon, to whom Wat Tyler 
had been formerly fervant in France j but, having 
once beaten this varlet, he had not forgotten it, 

and. 



/ 



548 

and, haring carried his meo to his houfe, ordered 
his head to be cut off, * placed upon a pike, and 
carried through the ftreets of London. Thus, did 
thefe wicked people aft like madmen; and, on 
this Thurfday, they did much mifchief to the city 
of London. 

Towards evening, they fixed their quarters in a 
^lquare called St. Catherines, before the Tower, 
declaring they would not depart thence until they 
fhould obtain from the king every thing >thcy 
wanted, and have all their defircs fatlsfied ; and 
the chancellor of England made to account with 
them, and Ihew how the great fums which had 
been raifcd were expended ; menacing, that if he 
did not render fuch an account as was agreeable 
to them, it would be the worfe for him. 

Confidering the various ills they had done to 
foreigners, they lodged themfelves before the 
Tower. You may eafily fuppofe what a miferablc 
fjtuation the king was in, and thofe with him; for 
at times thefe rebellious fellows hooted as loud as 
if the devils were in them. 

About evening, a council was held in the prc- 
fence of the king, the barons who were in the 
Tower with him, fir William Walworth the mayor,- 
and fome of the principal citizens, when it was 
propofed to arm themfelves, and during the night 
to fall upon thefe wretches, who were in the ftreets 
and amounted to fixty thoufand, while they were 
aOeep and drunk, for then they might be killed 
like flics, and not one in twenty among them had 
arms. The citizens were very capable of doing 
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this, for they had fccredy received into their houfes 
their friends and fervants, properly prepared to 
aft. - . 

Sir Robert Knolles remained in hrs hoiife, guard- 
ing his property, with more than fix fcore com- 
panions completely armed, who would have in- 
ftandy Tallied forth. Sir Perducas d'Albreth was 
alfo m London at that period, and would have 
been of great fervice \ fo that they could have 
muftered upwards of eight thoufand men, well 
armed. But nothing was done j for they were 
too much iifraid of the commonalty of London; 
and the advifers of the king, the earl of Salifbury 
and others, faid to him, — ^ Sir, if you can appeafe 
them by fair words, it will be fo much the better^ 
and good humouredly grant them what they afk ; 
for, (hould we begin whaf we cannot go through, 
we (hall -never be able to recover it : it will be all 
over with us and our heirs, and England will be a 
defert.' 

This council was followed, and the mayor or- 
dered to make no movement. He obeyed, as in 
reafon he ought. In the city of London., with the 
mayor, there are twelve IherifFs*, of whom nine 
were for the king and three for thefe wicked 
people, as it was afterwards difcovered,- and for 
which they then paid dearly. 



• Tiuelve periffs, FroifTart is miftakcn, as there are only 
|wo fheriiFs and twenty-fix aldermen, including the mayor. 

The aldermen were originally chofen for one year ; but, in 
1354, ' it was ordained that they fliould not be removed with- 
out fome fpeciil caufe,*^^/wv^V Bift, of London, 
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t)a Friday morning, thofe lodged in thii fgUar<i b** 
Tore ^t.Cathcrines, near thcTowcrj' began to mak^ 
themfclves ready : they Ihoutedmuch, ahd faid, that 
if the king would not come out to them, they wqiild 
attack the Towcr> ftorm it, and flay all ih it. 

^ The king was alarmed at tbefe menaces, and 
rcfolved to Ipeak with them; he therefore fcnt 
orders for them to retire to a handfome meadow at 
Mile-end, where, in the fummer tiihej people go 
to arhUfc themfclves, and that there the king would 
grant them their demands^ Proclamation was 
made in the king's name for all thofe who wifhcd 
to ipeak with hini to go to the above-mentioned 

, place, where he would not fail to meet theai. 
The commonalty of the different villages began 
to march thither; but all did not go, iior had 
they the fame objefts in view, for the greater part 
only wiflied for the riches and deftruftion of the 
nobles, and the plunder of London. This was the 
paincipal caufe of their rebcUionj as they very 
clearly fliewed ; for when the gates of the Towei* 
were thrown open, and the king, attended by his 
two brothers, the earls of Salilbury, of Warwickj of 
Suffolk, fir Robert de Namur^ the lords de Vertaiii 
and de Gommegines, with feveral others, had 
paflfed through them, Wat Tyler, Jack Straw and 
John Ball, with upwards of four hundred, rulhed 
in by force, and, running from chamber to chamber^ 
found the archbifhop of Canterbury^ whofe name 

was Simon*, a valiant and wife man, ahd chan- 

, 

• Simon de Sudbury. His name was Tibold ; but he togk 
the name de Sudbury from the place of his birtL 
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ccttor of finglahd, who had but juft ccfebt-ated mz^^ 
before the king : he Was feizcd by thcfip rafcals, 
and beheaded. The. prior of St. John's fufFcred 
the fame fate, and likcwife a Francifcan friar, a 
doAor of phyfiCi who was attached to the duke of 
LariCafter^ out of fpite to his matter, and alfo a 
fcijeant at arms of thfcnamc of John iTaige*. Thef 
iixed thefe four heads od 4ong pikes, and had them 
cwried before cbem through the ftreets of London t 
when they had fufiiciently played with them, they 
placed them on London Bridge, as if they had been 
traitors xo their king arid country. 

Thefe fcoundrek entered the apartment of the 
princels, tod cut her bed, which fo mlich terrified 
her that (he fainted> and in this condition was by 
her fervants and- ladies carried to the river lide^ 
when (he was put into a covered boat, and con* 
Veyed to the houfe called The Wardrobef, where 
fhe continued that day and night like to a woman 
half dead, until {he was comforted by the king her 
fon, as you fhall prefently hear* 



i«>a*i 



• Laige. Leg. — Hollinqshed. 

f The King's Wardrobe was at this time in Carter-lane« 
j^amard^s CalUc-wanl. For further paTticolars^ fee Stowe's 
\a£L rf London* 
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CHAP. LXi 

tttfe NOBLESOF ENGLAND ARE IN GREAT DANGfell 
or BEING DESTROYED.-*-THREE OF THE PKIN^ 
CIPAL LEADERS OF THE REBELS ARE PUKISHEDj 
AND THE REST SENT BACK TO THEIR HOM£S# 

WHEN the king was on his way to the place 
called Mile -end, without London, his two 
brothers, the carl of Kent and fir John Hollandj' 
ilole oiF and galloped from his company, as did 
alfo the lord dc Gommegines, not daring to (hew 
themfclves to the populace at Mile-end for fear of 
their lives* 

On the king's arrival, attended by the barons, 
he found upwards of fixty thoufand men aflcmbled 
from different villages and counties of England : 
he inftantly advanced into the midft of them, fay- 
ing in a pleafant manner,- — ' My good people, I 
am your king and your lord : what is it you want ? 
and what do you wilh to fay to me?' THofe who 
heard him anfwered, ^ We Wifh thou wouldft make 
us free for ever, us, our heirs and our lands, and 
that we (hould no longer be called flaves, nor held 
in bondage.' The kii>g replied; *I grant your 
wi(h: now therefore return to your homes and the 
places from whence you came, leaving behind two 
or three men from each village, to whom I will 

order 



S53 



t)rdcr letters to be given fealed with mjr feal^ 
Whifch they Ihall carry back with every demand 
jrou have made fully granted : and, in order that 
you may be the more fatisfied, I will direft that 
Thy banners (hall be fent to cv^ry ftewardihip, 
caftlewick and corporation/ 

Thefe words greatly appeafed ^he novices arid 
well-meaning ones who were there, ^nd knew not 
what they wanted, faying,—^* It is wtll faid : wc 
do not wiQi for more/ The people were thus 
quieted, and began to return towards London* 

The king added a few words, which pleafcd 
them much : ' You, my good people of Kent, fhall 
have one of my banners ; and you alfo of Eflex, 
Suflex, Bedford, Suffolk, Cambridge, Stafford and 
Lincoln, fhall each of you have one j and I pardon 
you all for what you hitherto have done ; but you 
muft follow my banners, and now return home on 
the terms I have mentioned/ They unanimoufly 
replied, they would. 

Thus did this great aflembly break up, and fet' 
out for London* 

The king inftantly employed upwards of thirty 
fecretaries, who drew up the letters as fall as they 
could; and, having fealed and delivered them to 
thefe people, tljey departed, and returned to their 
own counties. 

The principal mifchief remained behind : I 
mean, Wat Tyler, Jack Straw and John Ball, who 
declared, that though the people were fatisfied, they ' 
would not thus depart ; and they had more than 
thirty thoufand who Wcf^c of thtfir mind. They 

Vol, V, A a continued 
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contiaucd in the dty, without- any wiflij^ to have 
their letters, or the king's feal; but did all-cbey 
could to throw the town into fuch coftfulio^ th^ 
the lords and rich citizens might be murdered^ and 
their houfes pillaged and deftroyed. Thu; Lon^ 
doners fufpefted this, and.kept themfelves at kotnc, 
ivith their friends and fcrvants, well armed and prc- 
p^ced, every one according to h.is abilities. 

,Whca t|ie people had bfecn appeafed at Mile-epd 
Qi;een, a^^d were fctting off for their different 
towns as fpeedily as they could receive the king's 
ktters, king Richard went to the wardrobe, where 
the princefs was in the gre.atcft fear : he comforted 
her, as he was very able to do, and paffed there the 
night. 

I muft relate an adventure which happened to 
thefe clowns before; Norwich, and to their leader^ 
called William Lifter, who was from the county of 
Stafford. • , 

On the fame day, thefe wicked people burnt the 
palace of the Savoy, the church and houfe of St. 
John, the hofpitalof the Templars, pulled down the 
prifon of Newgate and fct at liberty all the prifoners. 
There were colledled numerous bodies from Lin- 
colnlhire, Norfolk and Suffolk, who proceeded on 
their march towards London, according to the or- 
ders they they had received, under the direftion of 
Lifter. 

In their road they flopped near Norwich, and^ 
forced every- one to join th^m,. fo that; none of the 
commonalty rem^ifii^d behind. The reaibn why 
they flopped ne^^ Noifwictt, was ^Ithat the governor 

•.A / of 
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of the town was a knight called .fir Robert Salle : 
he was not by birtRi^ a gcntlemap, but> liaving ac- 
quired gTjCat renown for his ability and courage, 
'king Edward .had created 'htm a knight : he was 
thvi hand'fortieft ' and ftmn^eft man in England. 
Lifter and his companions cook it into thpir h^ads 
they would make this knight their commander, 
iand carry him with them, in order to be the more 
feared. 

'They fen t orders to him to come out into the 
fields to fpeak with them, or they would attack and 
burn the b^ty. The Jcnight, confidcring it was 
rnuch better for him to go to them than that they 
Ihould commit' filch outrages, mounted his horfe, 
and went out of the town alone, to hear what they 
had to fay. When they perceived him coming, 
they fhewed him every marie of refpeft, and court* 
eoufly entreated him to difmount, and talk with 
them. He did difmount, and committed a great 
folly : for, when he had fodone, having furrounded 
him, they at firft conyerfed in a friendly way, faying, 
• — ' Robert^ you are a knight; and a man of great 
weight in this couhtry, renowned for your valour: 
yet, notwithftanding' all this; we know who you are : 
you are not a gentleman, but the foh of a poor 
tnafon, jaft fuch as ourfelves. Do you come withf 
us, as our cprtimander, and we will make fo great 
a lord of you'that one quarter of England Ihall be 
Ufider your comrhahd.' 

■ The krtigtit, on hearing them thus fpeak, was 
ejfceedih^ly angry ; he would never have'cohfented 
t(J tucfi'*3'|)fOpofal i ^nd, eyeing theni with inflam'^d ^ 

■' * "^ A a 1 ' iQok^, 



looks, ^nfwcred,— * Begone, wicked fcoundrek 
and falfe traitors as you are : woiild you have me 
defert my natural lord for fuch blackguards as you i 
would you have me diftionour myfclf ? I had much 
rather you were all haoged, for that muft be your 
end/ On faying this, he attempted to mount his 
horfe i but, his foot flipping from the ftirrup, Ms 
horfe took fright* They then fliouted out, and 
cried, * Put him to death/ When he heard this, 
he let his horfe go ; and, drawing a handfome 
Bourdeaux fword, he began to flcirmilh, and foon 
cleared the crowd from about him, that it was a 
pleafure to fee. Some attempted to clofe with him ; 
but with each ftroke he gave, he cut off heads, 
arms, feet, or legs. There were none fo bold but 
were afraid j and fir Robert performed that day 
marvellous feats of arms. Thcfc wretches w^re 
upwards of forty thoufand ; they (hot and flung at 
him fuch things, that had he been clothed in ftecl 
inftead of being unarmed, he muft: have been over- 
powered : however, he killed twelve of them, be- 
fides many whom he wounded. At lafl:^ he was 
Qverthrown, when they cut off his legs and arms, 
and rent his body in piecemeal. 

Thus ended fir Robert Salle, which was a great 
pity ; and, when the knights and fquires in England 
heard of it, they were much enraged. 

On the Saturday moruing, the king left the 
wardrobe, and went to Weftminft:er, where he and 
all the lords heard mafs in the abl;>ey. In this 
church, there is a fl:atue of our lady in a fmall cha- 
pel, that has many virtues and performs great mi- 
racles^ 
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racles, in which the kings of England have much 
faith. The king, having paid his devotions 
made his otFerings to this Ihrine, mounted his horfe 
about nine o'clock) as did the barons who were with 
him. They rode along the caufcway to return to 
London ; but, when they had gone a httle way, he 
turned to a road on the left to go from London. 

This day, all the rabble were again affembled, 
under the condud of Wat Tyler, Jack Straw and 
John Ball, to parley at a place called Smithfield, 
where, every Friday, the horfe-market is kept. 
They amounted to upwards of twenty thoufand, all 
of the fame fort. Many more were in the city, 
breakfafting and drinking Rhenifh and Malmfcy 
Madeira wines, in taverns and at the houfcs of the 
Lombards, without paying for any things and 
happy was he who could give them good cheer. 

Thofe who were coUefted in Smithfield had the 
king's banners, which had been given to them the 
preceding evening j and thefe reprobates wanted to 
pillage the city this fame day, their leaders faying, 
' that hitherto they had done nothing. The par- 
dons which the king has granted will not be of 
much ufe to us : but, if we be of tlic fame mind, 
we fhall pillage this large, rich and powerful town 
of London before thofe fromEfiex, Suffolk, Cam- 
bridge, Bedford, Warwick, Reading, Lancaftiire, 
Arundel, Guildford, Coventry, Lynne, Lincoln, 
York and Durham (hall arrive ; for they are on the 
i;pad, and we know for certain that Vaquier* and 
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Lifter will condmEl them hither. If wc now plun- 
der the city of the Wealth that is in it, w^ ihall have 
been beforehand, and ihall not repent of To doing ^ 
btit, if wc wait for their arrival, they will wreftit 
from: us/ To this opinion ail had agreed, whcn^ 
the) king appeared in fight, attended by fixty horfe. 
He was not thinking of them, but-intended to have 
c(uitinued' his <rt(k without coming into London : 
hfawcrer, -when, he came before the abbey of St. 
Biiitholome<^y which is in SmithfiekJ, and fa\y the 
cmwd of people, he Hopped, and faid he would not 
proceed until he* knew what they wanted; and, if 
they were troubled," he would appeafe them. 

The lords -who accompanied him ftopped alio, as 
Wtt^ but rights fifice thcking had-ftopped ; when 
W» Tyfc^ re«»% the king,'faid to his men, * Here' 
is the king': ISrill grt and:f|5dak with him: do hot 
yoti ftir ffbm^ htntc until I^gave you a fignal: ' tit 
iriade amotioh with his hahd, and' added, *When 
yooj fhall fetrme make this figh, then ftep forward, 
and kill c vefy one except the king- ; but hurt him 
not,for*He is young, and we tan dbSvhat y^e pleafe 
with him> for, by carrying him with us through 
England, we fliall be lords of it without any oppo- 
Gtiart.'' ' • • '" ' ' 

There* was a dbublet-maker oFLoiidon, cftHed 
John Ticle, who had bwDught flxty doublets with 
which fbine of the clowris'liard drbficd themfelves ; • 
and, oh- his afkitig who"w^s to*|3ay, for he fhuflE^* 
have for them thirty goocf flhfrcs, Tyfcr repHted,-^' 
^ .Make thyfelf ^y^ auai thou-ibsdt be w^U -paid 
this day ; look \Q m^ for it : thou haft fufficient fe- 

curity 
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ciirity for them. On faying this, ht fpurred the 
horfe on which he rode, and, leaving his rtxcn^ 
gallope<} up to the king, and came fo near that' fasi 
horfc's head touched the crlippdr or4lwtdf the 
king. . The firft words he. faid, when he kddfefled 
tte ikihg, were, * King, doft thou fee aH thofe men 
there ?•'' ' Yrfs,' repHed the kii^g :' * wh^ Goft thou 
afk ?' 5 Bccaufe they are all ufidfcr. my coairhand^- 
and have fwom by their faith and; loyalty: to do 
whatever I (hall order.' rVery weH,^faid*therking : 
' I have no obje<3:ions to it.' Tyler, who was only 
dcfirous of a riot, anfweredy ^ Jind thinfcdft thou, 
king^ that thofe peoptc and as many more who are 
in therity:, alfo under my command, ought to dc^ 
part-without having had thy letters? Oh no, w4 
will, carry them with us/ • Why,' replied, the 
king,/ fo it has been- ondcred,. and they will be de- 
livered out one after the other ; but, friend, retum 
to thy companions, and tell them to depart Mm 
London : be peaceable and careful of yourfclvesy 
for it is our determination that you ihall aDofybu 
have yoiir letters by villages and towns, as ic had 
been agreed on/ 

^ As the king finifhed fpeaking; Wat Tyler, carting' 
his ey<es around lum, fpied a fquire attached to the 
kiiig'#perfon' bearing his fword. Tyler mortally^ 
hated this fquire 5 formerly they had had words tOr 
getbeF, when the fquire ifit-treated him. * Whal? 
art thou there ?' cfial Tyier : * give n>c thy dag* 
gci*.' ^ I wiii not,' fiid the fquire : * why fliould. I 
giw: it thee ?' T4k king, turning to him, laid, 
' Qive it him, give it him ;' which he did, though 
' A a 4 much 
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triuoh againft hi? will. When Tyler took it, h« 
Jxgan to play vnth it and turn it about in his hand, 
andi again addrefling the fquire, faid^ < Give me 
that fwc»d/ * I will not,* replied the fquire ; * for 
it is the king*8 fword, and thou art not worthy to 
bear it^ who art but a mechanick ; and, if only 
thou and I were together, thou woyldft n6t have 
dared to fay what thou haft for as large a heap of 
gold as this church.* * By my troth,* anfwered, 
Tyler, ♦ I will ttot cat this day before I have thy 
head.' 

At thefe words, the mayor of London, with 
about twelve more, rode forwardi armed under 
their robes, and, pulhing through the crowd, faw 
Tyler's manner of behaving 2 upon which, hie laid, 
* Scoiundrel, how dare you thus behave iq the pre- 
fence of the king, and utter fuch words ? It is too 
impudent for fuch as thou." The king then began 
to be ^enraged, and faid to the mayor, ' Lay h^ds 
pn him.' 

Whilft the king was giving this order, Tyler had 
addrelfed the mayor* faying, * Hey, in God's name, 
what I have faid, does it concern thee ? what doft 
thou mean?' 'Truly,' repfied the mayor, who 
found himfclf fupported by the king, ' docs it be- 
come fuch a {linking [ rafcal a$ thou art to uft fuch 
fpeechin the prefcncc of the king, my natural lord ? 
I will not live a day, if thou pay not for it.' Upon 
this, he drew a kind of fcymitarhe wore, and ftruck. 
Tyler fuch a blow on the head as felled him to his 
horfe's feet. When he was down, he was fur- 
rounded on all fides, fo that his men could not fee 
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him ; and one df the kii^'« fquire^ called John 
Spmdwich*, immediately leaped from his horfe, 
and> drawing g handfome fword which, he bore^ 
thruft it into his belly, and thus killed him. 

His men, advancing, faw their leader dead, when 
they ^ied out,— ^* They have killed our captain : 
let us march, to them, and flay tlie whole/ On 
thefe words, they drew up in a fort of batde-array, 
each man having hisi bent bow before him. 

The king certainly ha:5arded much by this aftion, 
l)ut it turned out fortunate j for, when Tyler was 
on the ground, he left his attendants, ordering not 
one to follow him. He rode up to thefe rebellibus* 
feUows, who were advancing to revenge their 
leader's death, and faid to them, — ^ Gentlemen, 
what are you about ? you fliall have no other cap-, 
tain but me ; I am your king : remain peaceable.' 
When the greater part of theni heard thefe words, 
they were quite afliamed, and thofe inclined to 
peace began to flip away. The riotQUs ones kept 
their ground, and fliewed fymptoms of mifchief, 
and as if they were refolved to do fomething. 

The king returned to his lords, and aflced them 
mia,t flxould next he done. He was advifcd to 
make for the fields j for the mayor faid, * that to 
retreat or fly would be of no avails It is proper we 
fliould aft thus, for I reckon that we ftxall very foon 
receive afliflance from London, that is, from our 
good friends who are prepared and armed, with all 
their fervants, in th^ir houfes.* 



* Standwich. Lord Beniers calk turn Sandwich; Stow, Ca» 
YendUh. 

While 
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While things remained in this ftat^i fcverai ran 
to London, and cried out, — ' They are killing the 
king! they arc killing the king •and. our mayor/ 
Upon this alarm, every man, of the king's party 
fallicd out towards Smithfield, and to the fields 
whither the king had recreated r*nd thcrftrtrere 
inftandy collcfted from feven to. eight thoiifand 
men in arms. . • 

Among the firft, came fir Robert KnoHes and 
fir Perducas d'Albreth, well attended* j and fc- 
veral of the aldermen, with upwards of fix hundred 
men at arms, and a powerful man of the city called 
Nicholas Bramber, the king's <Jraper, bringing 
"v^ith hjm a large force, who, as they came up» 
ranged themfelves in order, on foots, on each fide 
of him. The rebels were drawn up oppofite them i 
they had the king^s banners, and (hewed as if they 
intended to maintain their ground by offering 
combat. 

The king created three knights ; fir William 
Walworth mayor of London, fir John Standwich 
and fir Nicholas Bramber. The lords began to 

'■■-*---■ • ■ - I ^j_ . 
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♦ In one of piy MSS; there is the UAlemng addition : ^ 

* Sir Robert it Namufi fir Robert KupUes and fir Perdacas 
d'Alhrech were very angry that thefe wicked people fo ea^y 
efcapcd, for they had put the town into great alarm for three 
days. Sir Henry de ftauflelles, a young knight from Hainault 
who had acconipaiitefl fir Robert" dc Namnr, aflced why fame 
revenge was not had for having kept tl^e town in foch alann. 
Sir Robert, upon this, afked him if he had been frighteaedr 
< Yes» by God* was h very much ; why ihould I conceal it ? 
And was. no; you?* , * No, by my troth,, I was not ; but if the 
king had not been here with us, we ihould have run great riik.* 

converle 
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converfe among themfclves,- fayirt^i ^ What (hall 
vft do P We fee our enemies, .who- wbiild willingly 
have murdered us if tht^ had feairied the upper 
hand.*" Sir Robert KnoUes advifed* imnniediatelyi 
to fall on them^and flay them j bat the kingwpidd 
not confcnt, fayirig,-—* I will not have you aft thus : 
you ftialf go artd' demand from them my banners : ; 
we fhall fee* hbv -they will behave when you makd' 
thisd<^mittdi for I will have them by fair 6rfoul; 
means/ Mt is a ^ood thboght/ replied the eirl b£^ 
Salifbury. : , . . • ' * 

The new knights wefe therefore fent, who, on 
approaching, made figns for them not to iboot^ as 
they wiihed to fpeak with them . 'When they- hid - 
come near enough to be heard^ they faid,— ^* lifow* 
A9?<!d*.''tht'king'ordersydu''tDfend back Hi^-I)in- 
ners, antt we hope he win have mercy brf you/ ■ » 

ThcbaitAers Were dir^iftly ^iven up, artdbmifgHt . 
to^'the-kvttg. It was theft ordtercd; uhderpainof 
death/' fhit' all thofe* wh^^had bfetaihed the. king's' 
letters (houftJ deliver Iheftiupi- Sortie didio'; but./ 
not-^il. '^he king, on receiving -them, had them 
toiFiv in their prefence. Yow- nrifuft kriow, that frojti 
the^inftaht when the king^s= bantters were forrcfl': 
dered, thc?fe Mows kept nb^brdcri but the gi^iter 
patt>^ throwing their bows to the gifound^ tbok- to^ 
their heefe and^eturhed to London. 

Stf Robert Knollcs^s in a viblerit rag<? that they, 

were ' not attacked, arid- the whole of thctii flain ; 

but the king would not confent to it, 'ftyiflg, he 

Would hare ample revenge on therhi WhScfrin tfuth 

he afterwards had. '^^=*^ 

Thus 
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Thus did thefe people difperfet and run away oo 
all f^des. The king^ j(he lords and the army re- 
turned in good array to London^ to their great joy. 
The king immediately took the road to the ward- 
robei to vifit the princefs his mother^ who had re- 
mained there two days and two nights under the 
greateft fears, as indeed (he had caufe. On feeing 
the king her fon, Ihe was mightily rejoiced, and 
faid, — ^ Ha^ ha, fair fon, what pain and anguifli 
have I not fuffcred for you this day !* 

' Certainly, Madam,' replied the king, * I am 
well affurcd of that ; but now rejoice and thank 
God, for it behoves us to praifc him, as I have this 
day regained my inheritance, apd the kingdom of 
England, which I had Ipft.' 

The king remained the whole day with his mofll 
then The lords retired to their own houfes. A 
proclamation was made through all the ftreets, 
that every perfon who was not an inhabitant of 
London, and who had not refided there for a whole 
year, (hould inftantly depart; for that, if there 
were any found of a contrary defcription. on Sun- 
day morning at fun-rife, they wou]d be arretted as 
traitors to the king, and have their heads cut off. 

After this proclamation had been heard, no one 
dared tP infringe its but all departed inftantly to 
their homes, quite difcofnfited. John Ball ahd 
Jack Straw were foupd hidden in an old nijn, 
thinking to fteal away ; but this they could not do, 
for they were betrayed by their own men. The 
king , and the lords were well pleafed with their 
feizure : their heads were cut oS^ as w^s that of 
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Tyler, and fixed on London bridge, in the place 
of thofe gallant men whom they beheaded on the 
Thurfday*. The news of tjiis was fcnt through 
the neighbouring counties that thofe might hear of 
it who were on their way to London, according to 
the orders thcfe rebels had fent to them: upon 
which, they inftantly returned to their homes, with-- 
out daring to advance further. 
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* From the foremeDtiofied MS. 

* This £Eiine week was James Lifter takeii» who had murdered 
fir Robert 3alle. He and twelve others were executed with him. 
Thus were thefa traitors punifhed. There are fome who fay, 
that John Ball and his accomplices were ilridly examined be* 
fore they were put to death, and then owned that perfons of the 

' higheft rank and power had incited them to ad as they had 
done« The king kept this confelfion fecret in his own mind, 
and returned thanks to God for his happy iiTue out of this dan- 
ger. Very many were aftonifhed that the duke of Lancafter, 
during all this rebeiiioUf remained out of the kingdom, iettling' 
general matters on the borders of Scotland. 

« The king fent orders to the earl of Northumberland, that if 
^e duke of Lancafter (hould attempt to enter any fortified town 
or caltle, the gates ihould be (hut againil him. The king made 
the {aid earl his lieutenant of all the borders towards Scotland. 
Many noblemen and others were farprifed at this, for it would 
&em as if the king infpeded the duke of being implicated 
with the rebels. Bat it was admitted, on all fides, that he was 
^culpated without any grounds ; for the firfi thing the rebels 
did, on entering London, was to march to the palace of the 
Savoy, and totally deftroy and bum it Now thb did not (hew 
diat he was friendly to their caufe. They alfo put to death fe- 
veral who were attached to him/ 
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CHAP. LXI. 

A TRUCE BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AND SCOTS.—* 
THE DUKE OF LANXAStER REMAINS" IN SCOT- 
LAND DURING THE REBELLION IN ENGLAND. 



'1X7E will now fpcak'of the tnice which the duke 
^ ^ of Lancaftcr, who had remained on the bor^ 
ders of Scotland during the time of this rebellion 
In England, was negotiating with the earl of Douglas 
and other barons on the part of Scotland. The 
3cots were as well informed as the duke of the 
fituation of England, though he did not take any 
notice of it to them, but went on with the treaty 
as if England were in perfeft peace. 

The bufinefs was fo ably condudted by the com- 
miffioners on each fide that a truce was made^ for 
three years, between the two kingdoms. 

When this treaty was concluded, the lords of the 
two countries vifited each other with much refpeft. 
The earl of Douglas faid to the duke of Lancafter, 
— * My lord, we were well informed of the rebellion 
of the populace in England, and what peril the 
kingdom was in from that event: we therefore look 
on you as a valiant and prudent man, for having fo 
frankly continued your negotiations without ever 
taking the leaft notice of it ; and we offer you, 
fliould you think them neceflary, five or fix hun- 
i -.'-.• dred 



367 

dc^ii fpp^s, which you will find ready arid at your 
fervice.' : . . . 

J By my faith/ rcplifid the duke, /i^iir gentlemen, 
lifhaok you much fcp^.y9i|ir^.gaJ^m offpr, which I 
donpt' refufej but J injagine his majefty ^nuft have 
b<en fp advifed that aU viill turn out vs^elL How-r 
ever, I wilh to have paflTports from you, for myfelf 
and people, to go to your country, and refide there^ 
ihould there be occadon, until all thefe troubles be 
appcafcd.' , ,> ... 

The carls. of Douglas and Moray, who had full * 
pPTv^ers from the king,, immediately complied with 
hisrequeft. They, then took their leave, and each 
party Separated : . the Scots returned to Edinburgh, 
and the duke, with his . attendants, to Berwick, 
thinking to enter the town, where he had left all 
bi^ b^gage -, but fir J4 atthew Rcdmayrie, the go- 
vernor, refufcd him entrance, and.clofed tlie gates 
againft him. He told him he a6ted by orders from 
the earl of Northumberland, at that time lord war- 
den of the county of Northumberland and of aU 
thofe parts, who had forbidden him to open the 
gates, and that he could , do no otherwife. 

The duke was . nvucb vexed on hearing thefe 
words, and thus anfwcred j * How, Matthew Red- 
mayne, is there any one in Northumberland greater 
thaA I ? Whp has thus denied my entrance where 
I hafve left my baggage ? from whence come fuch 
orders ?' ' By my faith, my lord, my orders are, 
from the kingi and what I do is very much againft: 
my wilU but do it I mufti and I entreat of you,^. 
fcwr God's %ke, to cxcufe me, for I a« ftridly en^ 
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joined, on my honour and lifcj not to fud^r f oo, 
or any of your people, to enter this town/ 

You may fuppoie the duke of Lancafter was 
much aftoniflied and enraged at diefc orders ; hoc 
ib much widi the knight, but widi thoic who had 
given them ; for when he had been labouring for 
the good of England, they were fo fufpicious of him 
that they had refufcd him admittance into die firft 
town of England, on his return from Scotland. He 
fuppofed that great fault had been found with him : 
however, he did not open his thoi^ts or inten- 
tions further, and no longer prefled the kni^t. He 
faw no fuccc fs could come from it, for the knight 
would never have aAed as he had done if he had 
not had exprefs commands : he therefore changed 
the fubjed of converlacion, and afked fir Matthew 
if he had heard any news from England. He an- 
fwered, — * None, except that the country was in 
confufion, and that the king had written to the 
principal towns, barons and knights of this country 
to be ready to come to hitn the moment he fbould 
fend for them, flriftly forbidding, under pain of 
lofing their heads, all governors and captains of 
town and caflles in Northumberland to fufier any 
one whatever to enter their places ; and be alTured 
they will punfhially obey. But, with regard to 
the common people who art in rebellion about 
London, I know nothing I can depend on to relate 
to you, except that the officers in Suffolk, Lincoln, 
Cambridge, Stafford, Bedford and Norfolk have 
km informarion that the commonalty under their 
itiadi'd^Ttry eager afllairs fhould turn out ill, 

and 
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and that there fhould be confufion in tJre kingdom/ 
' And in our Counties/ faid the duke, * o£ Derby 
and Leiceftcr, there is not any commotion ?' * My 
lord/ replied the knight/' I have not heard they 
have behaved fo outragcoufly as thofe of Lincoln 
and others.* 

iThe duke, having mufed a little, took leave ot 
the knight, and returned by the road he had come 
to Roxburgh Caftle> where he was, gladly received 
by the governor, whom he had placed there* The 
duke now weighed all matters, not knowing how 
affairs were going on in England, nor by whom h^ 
was beloved or hated, and whether he Ihould fig- 
nify his fituation to the barons of Scotland, and 
entreat of them to fend him an efcort of men at 
arms, according to the paflport they had given. 
He followed this laft plan,^ and fent to the earl of 
Douglas at Dalkeith. The earl was greatly rejoiced ' 
at receiving the duke's letter, and much fcafted tlhc 
meffengcr. He inftantly informed the earl of 
Moray and his brother the earl of Mar, of 'the bu- 
finefs, and ' directed that without fail they and their 
men Ihould be ready and mounted within three 
days at Lambir-law. Thefe lords, on receiving this 
intimation, fummoned their people and ne;U'e(i: 
firiends, and came to Lambir-law, where they found 
the earl of Douglas. They then rode on together, ' 
amounting, In the whole, to full five hundred fpcars, 
to the abbey of Melrofe, nine fmall leagues from 
Roxburgh. The barons of Scotland met the duke of 
Lancafter on their road, when they embraced each 
#thtr, and (hewed every token of being glad at' 
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fDMting. They eondnued their journey to EduH 
burgh in company, converfing all the way. Thk 
was the capital of the kingdom, and where ufually 
the king refided : it has a ftrong Caftle and fsur har- 
bour i but the king was at that time ab^t, being 
in the Highlands on a hunting party4 

To pay greater honour to the duke of Lancafter, 
the earl of Douglas and the Scots barons delivered 
up to him the caftle of £dinburgh» for which he 
was very thankful -, and he refided there until he 
had received intelligence from England^ whkh» 
however, was not fo foon as he wifhed. 

Now fee how evil-minded perfons and deceivers 
take on them to prate without any knowledge of 
fads. It was commonly reported through Engr 
land, during the time of the rebellion, that the 
duke of Lancafter had become a traitor to his lord 
and king, and had turned to the Scots party. But 
this was foon known to be contrary to the truth : 
however, thcfe wicked people, in order to ftir up 
the commonalty, and to create confufion in the 
realm, had fpread abroad fuch reports, which were 
ftcknowledgtd at their executions, by Wat Tyler> 
Jack Straw, John Ball, Walker and Lifter, who 
had been the chief leaders of the rebels in England, 
and who had intended to have had five parts of thfe 
kingdom under their command. They had a par* 
ticular hatred to the duke of Lancafter, as they 
fhewcd on their entrance into London ; for they 
inftantly went and burnt the fine palace of tht 
Savoy, not leaving an utenfil nor beam unburot. 
In addidon to this> they had puhlilhed all ova 
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England that he had turned to the fid<^ of Scot« 
land i for which, in fevcral parts, they had revcrfcd 
his arms, as if lie had been a traitor. This was lb 
fevcrely punifhed that thofe who had done fuch 
things loft their heads. 

We wilL now relate what vengeance the king of 
England took on his rebellious fubje<fts, during the 
time the duke of Lancafter was inScodand. 



CHAP. LXli. 

felNC RlCMAUb JOURNEYS THROUGH :ENGLAN1> 
FROM TOWN TO TOWN, PUNISHING THOSE WHO 
MAD BEEN PRINCIPALS OR ACTIVE IN THE LATE 

REBELLION. THE DUKE OF LANCASTER RE- 

TURNS FROM SCOTLAND TO ENGLAND. 

A FTER the executions of Tyler, Jack Straw, 
*^ John BalU William Lifter, Walker and feveral 
others at London, the people being appeafed, the 
king rcfolved to vifit his bailiwicks, caftlewicks and 
ftewardfliips, in order to punilh the wicked and to 
recover the letters of pardon which had been forced 
from him, as well as to place the realm in its proper 
fituatiom^ 

The king iffued a fecret fummons for a certain 
number of men at arms to affcmble at a fixed place, 
on a particular day, which Was done. They 
aniountcd to five hundred fpears and as many ar- 
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rhcrs. When they were thus aflemblcd, the king 
fet out from London, attended only by his houfc- 
hold, and took the road to Kentj for in that quarter 
the rebellion had firft broken out. 

Thefe men at arms followed the king, but did 
not accompany him. The king entered the dounty 
of Kent, apd came to a village called Comprinke*, 
when he had the mayor and all the men of the vil- 
lage called before him. On their being aflembled 
in an open fpace, the king ordered one of his 
council to remonftrate with them, how much they 
had erred againft him, and that they had nearly 
thrown England into defolation and ruin ; and be- 
caufe this mifchief muft have had fome ^vifers 
who had encouraged them in their wickednefs, and 
it muft be fuppo/cd that all were not equally 
guilty> it was better that the ringleaders flbould 
iUfFcr than the whole: his majefty demanded that 
thofe ftiould be pointed out who had been fo cul- 
pable, under pain of incurring his indignation for 
ever, and being confidered as traitors. 

When thofe prefent heard this harangue, and 
faw that the innocent might cfcape by pointing out 
the guilty, they looked at each other, and then faid ; 
' My lord, here is one by whom this town was firft 
put into confulion and excited to rife.' He was 
immediately feized, and hanged; as were fevea 
others. The letters patent which had been granted 
were demanded back : when they were given up^ 
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the king's officers tore thera in pieces before their 
eyes, and call them away, and then faid, — * Wc 
cpmmand all ye wh6 are here aflcmbled, in the 
king^s name, and under pain of death, to depart, 
every one peaceably to his own home ; and thajt 
you never rebel more againft the king, nor againft 
his minifters. By the punirlhment which has been' 
inflifted, your former evil deeds are pardoned.* 

The people cried out with one voice, * God blefs 
the king and his good council.' 

They afted in the fame manner at Propinke*, 
Canterbury, Sandwich, Germanief, Conculle J, and 
in the different parts of England where the people ' 
had rebelled ; fo that upward$ of fifteen hundred 
were beheaded or hanged. 

The king was advifed to fend for his uncle the 
duke of Lancafter, then in Scoriand, as every thing 
was now quieted. He fent thither a knight of his 
houfehold, called fir Nicholas Carnefelle. The 
knight fet off, and continued his journey until he 
came to Edinburgh, where he found the duke and 
his attendants, who were very happy to fee him^ 
and entertained him handfomcly. He delivered hi$ 
credential letters from the king; and the duke 
made preparations to obey them, as was rights for 
he was very dcfirous to return to England and to 
his eflates. 

On fetting out for Roxburgh, he took his leave 



♦ Propinke. Lord Berners has the fame. Qj^ if not Ro- 
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of the barons of Scotland, and thanked them for 
the honour and comfort they had given him, by 
maintaining him in their country the time he had 
wifhed to ftay there. The earls of Douglas and 
Moray, with all the Scottifh knights, efcorted him 
as ^ as the abbey of Melrofe^ but did not crofs the 
Tweed. 

The duke went to Roxburgh, from thence to 
Newcaftle on Tync, then to Durham and York ; 
and, in all the towns and cities through which he 
palTcd, the inhabitants were drawn up to receive 
him. 

At this period a gallant knight of England de« 
parted this life, fir Guifcard d' Angle, carl of 
Huntingdon and tutor to the king. He was buned 
^th great pomp in the church of the Auguftine 
friars. His funeral was attended by the king, the 
princcfs his mother, his two brothers, and by great 
numbers of prelates, barons and ladies of England, 
In truth, the gallant knight was very deferving of it, 
for he poflcflTed all the virtues which a knight at 
that time ought to have : he was gay, loyal, gal- 
lant, prudent, fecret, generous, bold, determined 
find enterprifing. Thus died fir Guifc^ d'Angle* 
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ADDITIONS^ 

FROM A MS. IN THE HAFOD LIBRARV. 

1I7HEN thcfc firft examples had been made on 
• - the leaders of the rebellion in London, St. 
Alban's, Norwich, Suffolk and Glocefter, the kii^ 
determined to vifit the whole of his kingdom, 
which he had not done fince his coronation. His 
officers of juflice had coljeftcd a bodjr of evidence 
refpefting the late rebellion from the confcflions or 
thofe who had been beheaded. 

The king, when he fet out, took the road to^ 
wards Canterbury, under a pretext of a pilgrimagje 
to the ihrine pf St.Thomas of Becket: he was at J 
tended by the earls of Salifbury, Suffolk and De-* 
vonfbire, and travelled in grand array. He remain- 
ed t^ days at Rochefter ^ for fir John Newtoun^ 
whom thefc wicked pedple had forced to be their , 
captain, had, by the king's command made exaA 
refcarches after the firft inftigators of this mifchicC 
He had found out fome of the moft culpable, who, 
without form of law, had their heads cut off* and 
placed on the gates and bridge, and their quarters 
^uog on the gibbet. The king departed from R<h 
c^hcftcr and came to Ofpringc, where four wei* 
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executed. He came thence to Canterbury 5 but 
why'fhould I make a long ftory of it ? There were 
put to deadly in the different towns and bailiwicks, 
upwards of five hundred rebels j for they were 
eager in accufing each other. 

During this progrefs of the king, which he con- 
tinued far into his realnl, fevcral of the great barons, 
fuch as the earls of Warwick and Kent, fir John 
Holland, fir John Beauchamp, (poke to the king 
and to the earl of Salifbury, in favour of the dukc 
of L,ancafl:er ; as did alfo the Londoners. The 
king rcadily/confented that two knights fliould be 
lent to the duke, for him to return into England 
and to his prcfcnce; for that he would not liftcn to 
any complaints againfl him or his other uncles. 
The earl of Northumberland was commanded to 
go himfelf in fcarch of him. 

The two knights journeyed on until they arrived 
a( Ncwcaftle on Tyne, where they found the earl 
of Northumberland. He had been informed of 
their coming, and received them handfomely. 
They produced their letters, when he took from the* 
|)acket what was addrelTed to him ; and, having 
read it through, was much pleafed with the«om- 
miflion to feek the duke of Lancafter; for he had 
heard the dukc was very angry With him. He there- 
fore wrote letters of excufe ; and, when thcfe two 
b^arons met, peace was made between thcnr. 

They returned together to England, and found 
the king arrived at his manor of Eltham, a few 
Qlilcjs from Lpndon, At this time alfOj^ the earl 
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Buckingham came back from Wales, and went 
to Plcfhyy where he refided as formerly. The king 
and his uncles diflcmbled their fentiments (f{ each 
other for fome time ; but at laft it broke out, as^ 
you will hear in the continuance of this hiftory. 



^ lmi »*! ^^^^^^ m 



CHAP. LXIIL 

THZ DUKE OF i^ANCASTER CONCEIVES ANGER 
AGAINST THE EAkL OF NORTHUMBERLAND^- 
FOR THE REFUSAL OF ADMITTANCE INTO 
BERWICK. 

"IX/HEN the duke of Lancafter was returned 
^^ from Scotland, and had explained to the; 
council the truce he had negotiated between the 
two kingdoms, he did not forget to mention how 
fir Matthew Redmayne, governor of Berwick,, 
(#ough he blamed not that knight) had fbut the 
gates of Berwick againft him, by orders from ^he 
earl of Northumberland. It was fuch an a<5l:, he. 
faidj as he could never forgive ; and thus fpoke of 
it, with the intent to fee if the king his nephew 
would own it. This the king did, but it feemcd to 
die duke as if it were faintly. The duke was ap- 
peafed for that time j but he waited for the feaft of 
our Lady at mid-Augufl, when the king was to 
hold a folemn court at Weflminfterv 

There 
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Thtre were at this court great numbers of the no* 
bles and barons of vEnglaod ; the earls of Northum* 
berland and Nottingham, with many barons from 
the north. The king cpreaoed, this day, the young 
earl of Pembroke, fir Robert Mowbray^ fi^icho* 
las Twiford and fir Adam Francois, knights. He. 
did fo becaufc he intended, after the fcaft, to march 
towards Reading, Oxford, and through thofe parts 
of the country, to punifh the rebels in the fame 
manner as he had done in Kent and the other 
counties. 

During this feaft, and after the dinner, high 
words paffed between the duke of Lancafter and 
the earl of Northumberland. The duke faid,— • 
* JIarry Percy, I did not think you was fo great a 
man in England, that you would dare t or *er any 
cities, towns or caftles, ta be Ihut againft the duke 
of Lancafter.' 

The earl refpeftfuUy anfwered; * My lord, I do 
not deny the knight's adt at Berwick : but I was 
ordered by ft rift commands of my lord the king, 
who fits there, on my honour and under pain %f 
death, not to fufFcr any one, lord or otherwife, to 
enter the cities, towns or caftles of Northumber- 
land, if he were not an inhabitant of thofe places ; 
and the king, if he pleafe, or the lords of his coun* 
eil, may make my e)ccufes 5 for they well knewyoiF 
were in Scodand, and you ought to hsivt been ex- 
cepted out of thefe orders.' 

^ How,, earl of Northumberland,' replied the duke^ 
<do you think it was necefiary there IhouldJiave been- 
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a reienratioQ in regard to me ? who am uncle to the 
king, and who haVe my inheritance to guards 
whichj^next to the king*s, is the greateft^ and who 
for the good of the realm have made this journey 
into Scotland ? Your anfwcr does not excufe you 
from having much wronged my honour, in thus 
giving credit to the reports in circulation that I 
wifhed to commit treafon with the Scots, by 
(hutting againft me the^king my lord's towns, am) 
in particular that in which my provifion and ftores 
were. For which reafons I tell you, you have ill 
behaved ; and for the blame you have thus caft on 
me, and to clear myfelf in the prefence of my lord 
the king, I throw down my glove : take it up if 
jRDu dare/ 

Upon this, the king ftepped forth and faid,— 

* Fair uncle of Lancafter, whatever has been done 
1 avow as my orders. Take up your glove, and 
recal your words. I muft excufe the earl of 
Northumberland; for ftriftly, and on his life, 
did we order him to keep every town clofe (hut 
that was on the borders of Scotland : and know, 
that our kingdom was in fuch confufion and 
peril, when you were in thofe parts, that - it 
could not fupport itfelf. It muft, therefore, have 
been through the fault of the fecretary, or the 
ncgleft of our council 5 for, in truth, you ought 
to have been excepted. I therefore beg of you, 
and will, that you lay afideyour ill humour: I 
take all on myfelf, and clear the earl of Northum- 
berland." • 

• The carb of Arundel, Salifbury, Suffolk, Stafford 

and 
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andDevon(hir€> caft themfelveson their knees to the 
duke, and faid, — * My k)rd, you hear how amicably 
the king fpeaks to you : you ought to condefcend to 
what he requcfts.' The duke, who was much in- 
flamed, faid, ' I will not fay more about it/ He was 
filent a (hort fpace, when, raifing the barons, and 
thanking them, he faid : ' Fair Gentlemen, there is 
not one of you, if fuch an affront had happened to 
him, who would not have been as much angered 
as I am ; but fince the king wifhes otherwife, it is 
but right that I fhould comply.' 

Peace was made between the duke of Lancafter 
and the earl of Northumberland by means of the 
king and the barons, who interceded for it. On 
the fecond day, the king began his journey, a^ 
before mentioned, attended by five hundred fpeara 
and as many archers, through different counties, 
where he executed juftice on the ill-intentioned 
and on thofe who had rebelled againft him. 

We will now leave the king of England, and 
fpeak of his uncle, the eari of Cambridge, and of 
his voyage to Portugal. 
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THE EARL OF CAMBRIDGE AND HIS ARMY ARRIVE 

AT LISBON. * 

ly^OU have before heard how the earl of Cambridge 

•^th five hundred men at arms and as many 

' Ijring in the harbour of Plymouth, 

waiting 
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watting for a wind to carry them to Portugal. At 
laft, a favourable wind came, when they heaved 
their anchors, and the whole fleet made fail as 
ftraight as they could for Lifbon. 
• They coafted, the two firft days, the fhores of 
England : on the third, they entered the Spanifh 
main, when they had a very fcvere gale ; infomuch 
that the fleet was in great danger from the tempeft, 
more efpecially thofe vcflels in which the Gafcons 
were, fuch as fir John dc Chateauneuf, the fouldich 
de TEftrade, the lord dc la Barde, with about forty 
men at arms, knights and Squires, who were driven 
out of fight of the Englifh fleet. , • 

The earl of Cambridge, fir William Beauchamp 
marflial of the army, fir Matthew Gournay con- 
(table, and the canon de Roberfac, with others, 
efcaped, through good fortune, the bad efftfts of 
the ftorm, and, failing by the ftars, arrived in the 
harbour of Lifbon. News of this was inftantly 
carried to the king, who was daily expefting the 
Englifli : he immediately fent his knights and mi- 
nifters to welcome them, by whom they were moft 
refpeftuUy received, and the earl of Cambridge^ 
with the EngUfli and foreign knights, conducted ta . 
the king. 

The king advanced out of his palace to meet the 
carl, and received them all mod honourably one 
after the other : he led them to the palace, where 
wine and fpices were fct before them. John of 
Cambridge, the earl's fon, was with him, which 
much pleafed the king, who faid, ' He is my fon, 
and (hall have my daughter.' TJiis was very 

proper. 
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proper, for they were of die lame age. The 
children were much pleafcd, and convcrfed with 
each other arni in arm» 

Whilft the king of Portugal and his knights 
{>aid every attention to the earl and tus companions, 
and lodged them in the town^ the otherst on dif- 
embaiidng, were alfo well quartered ; for the city 
of Lifbon is large^ handfomely builtj and well fur^ 
nifhed with every thing : the ftewards of the houfe- 
hold of the king had alfo been careful to provide 
it with all things necefTary againft the arrival of 
the Englifh* They found it, therefore, amply 
ftored i and the lords were comfortable and in high 
fpirits, though at times they were very uneafy 
about the lord de Ch^teauneuf, the fbuldich de 
TEftrade and the lord de la Barde, and their men, 
whom they looked upon as loft, or that the tempcft 
had driven them among the Mooi;s in the king- 
doms of Granada or Benmarine : if it fhould have 
fo happened, they might as well have pcriihed at 
fea. All this gave them great concern, and they 
bitterly lamented them« 

In truth, they were to be pitied; for they fuf- 
fered fo much in the tempeft none ever endured 
the like and furvived iu They were driven 
through the ftraits of the Moors, near to the 
kingdoms of Benmarine and Tremejen, and were 
in great danger of being taken by the Saracens ; 
•fo that they confidercd themfelves as dead men, 
never expeifting to land nor to get into any fafe 
harbour, and they Wcre^ forty days in this extreme 
peril. 

At 
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At laft, they had a wind which df ove them hock 
again into the Spaniih main, whether they would 
or not. When the wind became calm, they aa- 
chored, and, by good fortune, fell in with two 
large fhips, going, as the crews faid, to Lifbon^ 
from Plander$j laden with merchandife and wincs« 

Thefc knights tacked about, and, having hoiftcd 
their pennons, followed the Lifbon fhips, who hav-* ' 
ing only merchants on board, were not perfedly ' 
eafy on feeing this armed veffel approach, with the 
banners of St. George difplayed in various parts 
of it. However, when they came nearer, finding 7 
who they were, they rejoiced to fee them. Thefc 
merchants put the knights once more in great peril, 
and I will tell you how. 

The knights inquired if they could give theni; 
any intelligence; and they, in anfwer, faid, thalj 
the king of Portugal and the Englilh were in Spaiq,,^ 
and had befiegcd the king of Caftille. They wei^i^ 
delighted-^ith this news, and declared they wouldf*' 
go thither, as they were now near the (hores of 
Seville. They then left the wine-merchants, and 
ordered their mariners to make fail for Seville, as 
their friends were there at die ficge. They anfwered, . 
^ In God's name, will we obey you ;,' and, having 
fteered for Seville, came very near the harbour. 
The failors, who were prudent and wi(hed not to 
run their matters into any danger, ordered a boy 
to climb the maft, and fee if there were any appear- 
ance of a ficge, either by land or water, before 
Seville. The boy, who had a good fight, aqfwered 
he faw nothing like it. The failors then, addrefling 
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their lords, faid, — ' Liftcn, fair Geiidcmen : you 
liavic had faire information, for certainly there is 
not any fiegc before Seville, either by land or 
water : had there been any appearance of it, the 
harbour would have Ihewn it. We have no oc- 
cafion to go thither, unlcfs we wifh to' be made 
prifoners ; for the king of Caftille is furely there, 
as it is a city in which he delights to dwell pre- 
ferably to any other/ 

The failors were with difficulty believed : how- 
ever, they were fo at laft, when, quitting the coaft 
of Seville, they entered the fca of Portugal, and 
arrived in the port of Lifbon precifcly at the very 
hour when their obfequies were performing in the 
church of St. Catherine at Lifbon. The barons 
and knights were all clothed in black, for they 
Cwfidcred them as having perifhed at fca. You 
may fuppofe the joy was great when they learnt 
;their fafe arrival, and that they had cfcaped Ihip- 
Wrcck. They enjoyed themfelves much together, 
and the Gafcon knights foon forgot their mis- 
fortunes. 

We will leave the affairs of Portugal, as no deeds, 
of arnxs were done, and return to Flanders, and 
iay what happened there at this period. 
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